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Marian Hall, Children’s Services Project Manager, assisted in the drafting of this 

statement. 

The Health and Social Care Board (the “Board”) will say as follows: - 

1. The Applicant, was born Richard James Anthony Miller, on the  

 in Manchester, see Exhibit 1

2. At paragraphs 4-8 of his Statement the Applicant describes the time he spent

in Dr Barnardos, Manor House, Ballycastle (Ballycastle), of which he makes

no complaints.

3. At paragraph 9 that he was placed in Kincora when he was about 13-14 years

old and that he was one of the youngest boys there and was still attending

school. Although Kincora was intended as a “working boy’s hostel for boys

aged 15-18”” the Board has acknowledged in its Overview Statement, dated

27th May 2016 that “throughout its period in operation, it was known that on

occasion younger boys were admitted”, KIN 1086. However, at the time of the

Applicant’s admission he was in fact 15 years of age.

4. The Applicant states he not sure of the exact dates he was resident in

Kincora. The admission records found at KIN 12034-12035 confirm that he

was admitted on the 19th October 1977 under Section 103 of the Children and

Young Persons Act 1968, and was discharged on the 20th June 1978.
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5.  He states at paragraph 10 that he is not sure why he ended up in Kincora, but   

 he does recall the name of the Social Worker who brought him which was 

 . The admission records confirm a  as a Senior 

 Social Worker, Tullycarnet. 

6.   At the time when the Applicant was resident in Kincora the management of it 

 was within the East Belfast and Castlereagh District of the Eastern Health and 

 Social Services Board. The records confirm that the Applicant’s mother had 

 contacted Social Services a number of times over the years requesting her 

 son to be admitted to care, on the basis that she was unable to cope. The        

 difficulties with the Applicant’s mothers’ personality and mental health are well 

 documented. The Applicant had resided at a number of addresses  between 

 Belfast and Bangor. In the months leading up to the Applicants admission, he 

 had been residing in the Tullycarnet area so his case fell to be handled by the 

 East Belfast and Castlereagh District area office.  

7.  From a Social Work recording made on the 7th October 1977, it is noted that 

 following a further request by his mother for the Applicant to be taken into 

 care, attempts were made to identify a suitable place for him, including a boys 

 hostel in Newtownards, however there were no vacancies. The Board 

 believes that given the urgency of the matter which developed, as highlighted 

 in the notes, the decision was made to place the Applicant on a Voluntary 

 basis in Kincora, as this facility had already indicated a possible vacancy, see 

 Exhibit 2. 

8.  The Board notes that when the matter first came to the attention of the East 

 Belfast and Castlereagh District, although his mother had been requesting 

 him to be admitted to care, the preference of Social Services had been for 

 work to be done with the mother and son at home (see the “objectives” 

 section of the referral form exhibited at Exhibit 2 above).  

9.  At paragraph 11, the Applicant identifies Joseph Mains, William McGrath and 

 Raymond Semple as the three men in charge at Kincora. Details of all three 

 members of Staff have been previously dealt with by the Board at paragraphs 

 16-32 of its Overview statement dated 27th May 2016 (Overview Statement), 

 KIN 1088 – KIN 1092. 
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10.  The Applicant suggests that there were in total about seven or eight staff. It is 

 known that in addition to the above three members of caring staff, there were 

 at least two other domestic staff working in the Home, KIN 1227. 

11.  At paragraph 13 the Applicant states that the main instigator of the abuse 

 against him was William McGrath and that it continued the entire time he was 

 there. William McGrath was convicted in 1981 in total of 8 counts of Indecent    

 Assault, 5 counts of Gross Indecency and 2 counts of Buggery, KIN 114017. 

12.  The Applicant states that he would be taken by Joesph Mains quite a lot to 

 Mains’ mother house in Bangor and that although he would touch his leg he 

 was not assaulted by him.  The Board notes that In his statement to the Police 

 made on the 19th March 1980, the only references to trips out with Mains 

 were to Mains’ girlfriends’ house in the Four Winds Estate, for whom he did 

 gardening. This was , KIN 10297.  

13.  The Applicant states that McGrath would make “threats about how powerful 

 he was and his contacts” and goes on to state that important people visited 

 Kincora such as “Lord Fitt and Ian Paisley”. There are no such visits recorded    

 by either these individuals in the visitors book for the period the Applicant was   

 resident in Kincora KIN 11794-11797. 

14.  The Applicant makes reference to a number of occasions when he alleges he 

 reported what was going on with regard to the abuse he was suffering:- 

  I)  to the “guy in the shop” to whom he mentioned it a few times  

  (paragraph 21); 

  ii). to his English Teacher (paragraph 22); 

  iii). to his Social Worker,  who used to visit him  

  (paragraph 22); 

  iv). to Youth leaders at his youth club (paragraph 25) 

 however he felt that none of these believed him. 

15. The Applicant does not mention any of these in his statement to the RUC in 

 March 1980. The only person whom the Applicant states that he reported the 
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 matter to was Mains. He could not recall if he told his Social Worker KIN 
 10297. It is intended that  will be submitting a statement to the 

 Inquiry in relation to this matter. 

16. This current statement by the Applicant describes sexual abuse ranging from 

 McGrath getting in bed with him, masturbation to much more serious 

 allegations of oral sex and buggery. In his statement made by the Applicant 

 to the RUC, the Board notes the allegations of abuse refer to touching on his 

 “backside” and “privates” and inappropriate comments. The Applicant 

 concludes his statement by saying “there was nothing more serious happened 

 to me while in the hostel other than what I’ve told you about”.  

17. At paragraph 21 the Applicant states that the boys all got pocket money, but 

 they gave him extra. It is known that at the time when the Applicant was 

 resident in Kincora, only those boys attending school would have received 

 pocket money. For those boys in employment, they instead would pay an 

 amount towards their maintenance. The amount of pocket money was 

 approximate to the current boarding out allowance at that time, KIN 78577. 

18. At paragraph 25 the Applicant states he would go to “Knock  Presbyterian 

 Church on a Sunday as this is how you would get out of the home”. It is noted 

 the Applicant had been going to this for some time prior to his admission to 

 Kincora and that upon Admission his Social Worker had indicated that he 

 should continue with this “to help him learn to integrate with his peers”, see 
 Exhibit 3. 

19. The Applicant states that whilst his mother visited him it was only “every 

 now and again”, and when she did visit, it was always  supervised.  A progress 

 report dated 24th April 1978, see Exhibit 4 states that his “Mother visits 

 regularly, professes her love for Jimmy to the staff after which they both sit 

 and say nothing”.  For such comments to be made with regard to the 

 interaction between the Applicant and his mother, the Board believes that it is 

 possible some visits may have been at least partially supervised, particularly      

 where there would be issues with regard to family relationships. 
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20. The Progress Report exhibit above also indicates that on most weekends  the      

 Applicant would have visited his Grandmother and Aunt. The records indicate 

 the he had a close relationship with his Grandmother, however although he 

 states he had been able to tell some people about what was going on, it 

 would appear he did not tell either of these relatives. 

21. At paragraph 28 of his statement the Applicant states that when he was     

 sixteen he left Kincora and that he joined the Army “to get out of there”. The 

 admission records have indicated he was discharged on the 20th June 1978 to 

 Southwell Road, in Bangor. It would appear that the Applicant spent some 

 time at home before leaving to join the Army in September of that year as the 

 Social Work recording indicates it was not until September 1978 that he left 

 to join the Army, see Exhibit 5.  

22. The Board notes that following his departure, contact is maintained between 

 the Applicant and his Social worker by way of an exchange of letters. It is    

 noted  that in his letter dated 14th November 1978  indicates to the 

 Applicant that “Joe Mains” was asking for him. The Applicant make no such      

 similar enquiries in relation to Kincora. The exchange of letters are exhibited 

 at Exhibit 6. 

 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

 

 

Signed            

 

Dated      9th June 2016 
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