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Witness Name: [\ DR/ %! ‘

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF SND 43

LISI\IDR I il say as follows:

Introduction
L. I have had the opportunity to read and consider the witness statements of [JLRLA 127

of 24" July 2013 (HIA Ref: 127) and | RIENZERIN of 25" November 2013 (HIA Ref:
233), in which allegations of improper conduct are made against me. | emphatically deny
those allegations. I make this statement for the purpose of responding to the allegations

and thereby assisting the Inquiry in the exercise of its functions.

Personal and Emplovment Details

2,

[ was born on_. I left school in or around I at the age of [Jand

subsequently undertook and completed a course in child care and development at the

In . | 25 cmployed by the Sisters of Nazareth and worked as a | NGz
B - B it the Sisters of Nazareth, Nazareth House, Bishop Street,

Londonderry. In or around 1999, when Nazareth House closed, | moved with other staff

to | A that time,

staff transferred from the employment of the Sisters of Nazareth to the employment of the

_. [ have been employed by-sinc:c then.

I continued to work in child care until I, when ||| c<2s<d to be used as
a child care facility. I was then redeployed to the ||| | |
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-, a team comprising social workers, personal advisers and tenancy support workers

and [ continue to work in that capacity to the present day.

5, My husband was SINDRVEI 1 is also named in the statements of T
HIA 12788 HIA 233 RYE have Jlll children, —_

— 1
—

Duties at Nazareth House

6. In or around the late [ was working

as a NN i» B o, the [ 1o0: ot Nazareth House. 1 recall both Rakad
HIA1278%% HIA 233 being in Nazareth House at or around that time.

7. The duties of the |l differed dependent upon the shift worked:

i, Morning shift (8.00am to 4.00pm). This involved getting the resident children up
for school, making their breakfast and helping them to prepare for school.
Thereafter those who needed accompaniment to school were accompanied. A fter
the resident children were all at school then the duties involved general
housekeeping. If a child did not go to school, for example due to sickness, the
House Parents would look after the child. Duties also involved completion of a
morning logbook accounting for activities such as making appointments for social

workers and also attending meetings.

il Afternoon shift (2.00pm to 10.00pm). This began with a 30 minute ‘handover’
from the morning staff, which would have included outlining the evening tasks.
Thereafter the duties included: making a snack for the resident children when they
returned from school; collection of any resident children required to be collected
from school; socialising and general ‘chit-chat’ with the resident children: and
assistance with completion of homework. The House Parents also assisted in
making arrangements for the resident children to attend activities such as

swimming, the youth club and Irish dancing. Dinner time was at 5.30pm. Some

(%)
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of the resident children who would have been on a rota then assisted the staff in
housekeeping tasks, such as cleaning the tables, drying dishes and hoovering the
floor. When the resident children attended activities, the return time was
generally dependent upon the age group and went from 8.00pm to 9.00pm.
Assistance was offered if required to the resident children, for example in
preparing a bath or making up supper before bedtime. Bedtime was between
9:00pm and 10:00pm. Afterwards the House Parent completed the evening log

book and went home at 10.00pm.

In or around 1990, civilian staff started to work an additional shift to the two original
rotas as outlined above. This was referred to as ‘sleep-in’. This involved working with
those on the 2.00pm to 10.00pm shift towards the end of that shift. Then one slept on site
(on call if required) until starting again at 7.00am, working alongside those on the
morning shift until 3pm. This was organised on a rota which to my recollection was

organised either monthly or six weekly.

There was another role added on in the early 1990s. This was called ‘waken night duty’
where specific staff where brought in to stay awake at night to supervise the floor and
resident children. The shift began at 10.00pm and ended at 8.00am. This shift ran

alongside the ‘sleep-in shift’, ensuring there were at least two people on shift at all times.

Response to allegations in statement oililmm

10.

I propose to address only those paragraphs in which allegations are made against me.
Firstly, I would indicate I was absent from my employment at Nazareth House during the

following periods:

a- _
3
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[1.  Paragraphs 12 - I4. In these paragraphs,makcs allegations against the
civilian staff in general. It is unclear whether those allegations are directed at me in any
way. For the avoidance of doubt, I can state that I never engaged in the conduct alleged
by in those paragraphs, nor did I witness other staff engaging in the
conduct alleged. Insofar as intended to include me in the staff at whom

those allegations are directed, I categorically deny those allegations.

12.  Paragraph 26. [ gllaSW Al states that he ‘thinks’ he hit me. RN did not
hit me at any time. Further, I did not ‘threaten’ gAY Y4 \ith my then husband

SND 44 This allegation is entirely false and without foundation. Finally, my
then husband did not attend Nazareth House and assault [ gllaS W4l This allegation

is also entirely false and without foundation.

13. I can recall that in or around the mid-1990s, allegations were made to police by
[RIEY® - 2ainst the member of staff identified in his witness statement, [ N[BJER] At

that time, [ recall being called in to speak to in Nazareth House about an
alleged incident involving my husband. I do not recall the full details of this matter. My
recollection is that| | RN had said that I had put him in a bath of cold water and

that he had thrown water from the bath and soaked me, following which I had to go home

and change; further, that I had threatened him with my husband who came to the home

and hit [ R 1 vas very upset by this allegation at the time. [ denied the
allegation to [JESRIEII The alleged incident in the bath did not happen and my
husband did not assault | EIENTPY 1 recall that SR took notes during our

conversation. [ heard nothing further about this matter subsequent to my conversation

wit
Response to allegations in statem

14.  As above, I propose to address only those paragraphs in which allegations are made

against me.



15.

SND-15877

Paragraph 11. 1 categorically deny ‘force feeding’ HIA 233 [ also categorically
deny threatening RIS in the manner implicitly alleged in that paragraph.

These allegations are entirely false and without foundation.

Paragraph 15. 1 categorically deny throwing HIA 233 brothers and

SINIBREASKYinto freezing cold baths or showers. This allegation is also false and without

foundation. My then husband SND 44 was not a staff member of Nazareth
House. The incident in which | JINEIEER s a/cecd to have nit | RIENEEI
brother did not happen. 1 have never worked in a children’s home on the
Racecourse Road in Londonderry. 1 categorically deny hitting or deliberately bumping
into [ did regularly purchase small gifts for the children in care. This
was motivated simply by kindness. The allegation that I ‘bought silence’ with gifts is

utterly false.

Paragraph 16. 1 have no recollection of JE\IDRCICH MM csiding at[JJl, Nazareth

House. However I do recall a girl called _whose mother married a man
called _ and I believe this may be the individual to which the statement

refers. She had special needs and suffered from a condition known as_

- I categorically deny the allegation that I called this child a ‘spastic’ or

‘retard’. I have never referred to any child in such terms. For the avoidance of doubt, the
final sentence of the paragraph not being specifically directed at me, I also deny putting

this child in a room on her own.
Paragraph 32. 1 deny the generalised allegation within this paragraph.

I have seen|[RIENZCKI on a couple of occasions since her departure from Nazareth
House. In or around the late 1990s, I met her with one of her children in the Quayside
Shopping Centre in Londonderry. She introduced the child to me, told me about her
family and drew to the child’s attention the fact that I had looked after her
) when she was a child. We had a perfectly amicable conversation. She made

no mention of the allegations that she now makes in her statement. On a subsequent
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occasion, in or around five years ago as far as I can recollect, I saw her on Pelham Road,

Knightsbridge, Londonderry. I waved at her and she acknowledged my wave in return.

Conclusion

20.  The statements of [glISNNVYEE and [RUEWERI contain general and specific

allegations against me. I have worked with children for ovcx.yeﬂrs. [ have dedicated
my working life to this role, which I regard as a vocation rather than a duty. [ have
regularly gone into work unpaid when birthdays were being celebrated or at Christmas
when I was not on shift. Many of the children with whom I have worked have
maintained contact with me through the years. I categorically deny that I have ever failed
any child. I believe that I have, to the best of my ability, acted at all times professionally
and properly towards those children with whom I have worked. Subject to the matter to
which I have drawn attention at paragraph 13 of my statement, I have never been the
subject of a complaint about my conduct at work. 1 have never engaged in conduct of the
manner alleged towards or or towards any child. Had I
witnessed other staff engaging in conduct of the kind alleged, which I did not, I would

have reported it to my superiors.

21. I am deeply hurt by these allegations made by |alaNYZM nd BEIEZEEN |

simply do not understand why they are making completely unfounded allegations against

me.

22. I have in this statement responded to the matters raised to the best of my ability and
recollection. I am happy to assist the Inquiry in any other manner that the Inquiry may

direct.

Statement of Truth

[ believe that the facts stated in this statement are true.
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SND 16589
ARFEA BOARD HEADQUARTERS

Please use this refercnce in your reply

Our Ref:
Your ReliB/ 1K
Date

27 Februarv 1991

I

Chief Social Services Inspector
D.H.S.S.

Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Road

BELFAST '

D # s,

Re: REPORT ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING INCIDENTS OF PEER

CHILD ABUSE WHICH OCCURRED WITHIN RESIDENTIAL CARE
Further to your correspondence and our conversatlon concerning
the apove I am now able to advise you on the developments

emanating from the Report.

1. The Review-Team presented the Report to the AET on 22
November 1990. The Report was accepted and it was agreed
that it should be presented to the Community Care Committee

at its December meeting.

'

2. The Community Care Committee on the 7 December had a
presentation pf the Report by Mr Bunting. The Committee
accepted the report and agreed that the issues raised
therein shouid be examined by Foyle Community Unit and, as
you are aware, also agreed that copies of the Report_should
be forWarded to yourself. I gave you a CoOpYy of ‘these

minutes on 22 February 1891.

' 15 Gransha Park, Clooney Road, Londonderry, N. Ireland BT47 1TG
Telephone L'Derry (0504) 860086 (14 Lines)
Fax. No. (0504) 860311

.
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WESTERN HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD)(2/270n -y
FOYLE COMMUNITY UNIT I
MEMORANDUM

LA SND 469055
2o VIISND 4257V
DATE:  24th May 1993 o
RE: WAKING NIGHT STAFF: NAZARETH HOUSE

5 this matter in the near future.

- 3
gl &_,(ﬂi""'
ER S et X AN =
CARE PROGRAMMES) oleac cory (ft R
YI-)‘N LY

" Y sy

SND 42

nVa OV UNTT UENE

IAL SERVICES AND SOC

(g




Day 17

SND-16822

HIA Inquiry 5 March 2014

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 53

any time. She says she didn"t threaten you with her
then husband, that that"s a false allegation without any
foundation and that her then husband did not attend
Nazareth House and assault you and that"s untrue.

Now what do you say about the suggestion that that"s
untrue, that this didn*t happen?
That"s lies. 1t did happen.
What can you point to to -- what do you recollect about
it or about the individuals involved? Is there anything
sticks out about the man you say --
"B’ e called him, because he had | NG
How often would you -- other than this particular
occasion how often would you have seen him?
All the time when his wife was working. He could just
waltz into the place like he owned the place.
Now just for completeness then 1If 1 can take to you
SND-15878 and paragraph 20 where -- and paragraph 21
where this lady points out that she has worked with
children for over thirty years. She has dedicated her
life to that role. She regards i1t as a vocation rather
than a duty. She talks about much of 1t being
voluntary, and she has good relationships with children.
She categorically denies that she ever failed any child,
and she believes that to the best of her ability she

acted at all times professionally and properly towards

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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top bunk and SND 38 was in the lower bunk. | was dozing and SND 38

appeared at the side of my bed. He put his hand underneath the quilt inside my
pyjamas and pants and touched my penis. He started trying to masturbate me
but | rolled over. He pulled me back and did the same again. | rolled over again
and this happened about ten to fifteen times. Then he pulled the quilt down and
lifted me out of bed and put me on the bottom bunk. He pulled down my
pyjamas and pants and he started to masturbate me and himself. He ejaculated
and then went downstairs.

23. On two or three occasions SND 38 came to my bedroom in unit two and

tried to have anal sex with me. 1 said no.

24. In early January 1991 before | went back to schooltook me to[Jjjj
-house. He pushed me down on the sofa in the living room and pulled
down my trousers and pants. He masturbated me and then put my penis in his
mouth. He was also masturbating himself. This went on for ten to fifteen minutes.
We then returned to Nazareth House.

25. | was half starved in Nazareth House. To this day | am a slow eater. My sister

I B | s hungry all the

time. | had five minutes to eat and | just ate at my own pace and | wasn't given
the time to finish. Nine times out of ten | went hungry. | was ||| NN i

school and my teacher SND 42 got an extra meal ticket and gave
me the spare one so | got fed from the school canteen for free. Then | used my

own money which was for the school meal given to us every morning and |
bought food on the way home. | did that for five years at school.

26. | was beaten by one of the social workers SND 43 husband. We had
an argument one day and | think | hit her. She threatened me with her husband

SND 44 BEEECKi you hit me again I'll bring my hushand’. 1 said ‘well

go on ahead and bring him’. He came to the home the next day and he slapped
me around the head in my bedroom.

HIA 127 7





