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f FAHAN ORPHANAGE 

The main Nazareth House buildinll: at Fah11.n 
bullt In 1871 for the Colhoun family 
and later It carne into the ownership 
of the Brewsters, who used It as a 
residence !or a number of years. 
(We could not help admiring those 
stained glass windows which the 
latter had put In -and bearing their 
Initials-at the top ol' the stairway. J 

This spacious dwelling had been 
vacant tor a number of years and ltll 
introduction to the Sisters of 
Nazareth came In 1939 when !arty 
babies were evacuated from 
Nazareth House in Derry and ac
commodated there during the war 
years. All this happened through the 
good offices of Btshop Farren and 
when It was seen that this manor 
house was Ideally adapted for the 

special purposes of an orphanage, 
both in accommodation and 
locatlon --overlookln;; Lough Swllly 
and amid the loveliest surround
Ings-his Lordship acquired the 
former nrrw~ter home nnd handed 
It over to the Sisters of Nazareth to 
establlsh a foundation ln Donegal. 
The children evacuated from Derry 
ln those war-torn years enjoyed 
Fahan immensely as a hol!day 
home. 

The house was retained by the 
Order an<i some years later His 
l ,ordship conferred another special 
favour when hf' .'\cqulred a second 
house in the same grounds and 
handed It over also to the Sisters. 
For some time this was utlll::~ed as a 
1 ........ - --. .. • •• ""'-..l--
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HIA Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry 
HIA INQUIRY, PO BOX 2080, BELFAST, BT1 9QA, NORTHERN IRELAND 

WEB: WWW.HIAINQUIRY.ORG 
 
 
Eugene O’Loan / Mary McDevitt 

Department Solicitor’s Office 

Victoria Hall 

12 May Street 

Belfast BT1 4NL   

 
                              
  

6th February 2014 

 

Dear Eugene / Mary 

 

Re: The Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry and the DHSSPS 

MOHA Inspection Files 

I refer to the above matter and to a discussion which I understand took place 

between Mr Aiken BL and Mr O’Reilly BL. 

The Inquiry has been trying to find the files containing the MOHA inspections that 

would have been carried out under section 102 of the 1950 Act and its equivalent 

under the 1968 Act. 

The Inquiry has found some evidence to suggest there were inspections of this type 

and I attach a list of what appear to be relevant Departmental files that we found in 

PRONI (in a Departmental file relating to the Hughes Inquiry). There are also a 

number of what appear to be inspection reports. This material is marked Tab 1. We 

surmise is that this was a list prepared by the Department to assist the work of the 

Hughes Inquiry in the 1980’s.   

 

We would also refer you to the 6 files in PRONI’s letter of the 21st January, 2014 and 

the two files mentioned in PRONI’s letter of the 30th January 2014 (Tab 2).We have 

CHAIRMAN: SIR ANTHONY HART    SECRETARY: ANDREW BROWNE 
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Departmental Solicitor’s Office 
 

 
 
 Victoria Hall 
                            12 May Street 
                            Belfast  BT1 4NL 
                           Tel: 028 9025 1245 
                           Fax: 028 9025 1240 
     DX464 NR Belfast1 
Patrick Bulter 
Secretary of the Inquiry 
Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry 
PO Box 2030 Our ref: Sol 43890/2014/DHSSPS 
BELFAST 
BT1 9QA  11 March 2014 
 
Dear Patrick 
 
I write in reply to your letter of 6 February 2014.  My client has investigated the 
matters raised and has advised that following a search the files have not been found.  
They advise as follows: 
 
The Departmental Local Information Manager has advised that the Department of 
Health Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS) is required to manage its 
records in accordance with the Public Records Act (NI) 1923 and the Disposal of 
Records Order (S.R. & O.1925 No. 167).   
 
In August 1968 the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) issued a 
Memorandum on New Review Procedures for the selection of Records for 
Preservation.  Files were to be closed no longer than 5 years after opening.  The first 
review took place 5 years after the file was closed.  The reviewing officer considered 
whether there was a Departmental requirement to destroy or preserve the file.  Any 
files retained at that stage were reviewed a second time 20 years after the file was 
created.  At the second review PRONI assessed the file for destruction or 
preservation in conjunction with the Department.  Files selected for preservation 
were transferred to PRONI. 
 
In 1992 PRONI published the second edition of “A Guide to Records Management”.  
It updated the records management procedures for the Northern Ireland (NI) 
Departments which constituted the NI Civil Service (NICS).   This guidance changed 
the second review to 20 years after the date of the last paper on the file.  
 
Files prefixed TC were created by the Ministry of Health prior to the creation of the 
Department of Health and Social Services under direct rule, in March 1972.  These 
files would have been subject to the review procedures outlined in the PRONI 
guidance of 1968.  Given that the TC files requested by the Historical Institutional 
Abuse Inquiry are not held in PRONI the Department can conclude that they were 
destroyed at either the first review (5 years) or second review (20 years). 
 
Files numbered 16205/80 and 16893/80 are old BC files created prior to the 
computerisation of the file registry within the DHSSPS.  With computerisation these 
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the 1950s (see paragraphs 54-60) the Department is not aware whether the 
Sisters of Nazareth availed of this.  
 
Other Departmental information on Termonbacca and Nazareth House 
of relevance to the HIA Inquiry  
 

12. A comprehensive scrutiny of all relevant Departmental files was undertaken 
by an independent expert panel of social workers brought together by the 
Department for the purpose of assisting the provision of evidence to the HIA 
Inquiry. The members of the panel are listed at Annex A.  The information 
contained in paragraphs 13-19 below was deemed by the expert panel to be 
of relevance to the remit of the HIA Inquiry in respect of the above children’s 
homes.  
 

13. With regard to Termonbacca, a minute dated 3 June 1980 refers to a visit to 
the home made by the DHSS’s Chief Social Work Advisor (CSWA, see 
paragraph 35) and an Assistant Chief Social Work Advisor (ACSWA).  The 
visit was prompted by information passed to the DHSS by the Director of 
Social Services of the Northern Board (DSS, NHSSB).  The minute 
confirmed: 
 
• The person in charge of the home had reported to the DSS, NHSSB 

that a volunteer had been barred from the home after being found in a 
compromising situation with one of the children.  The child alleged that 
homosexual activity had taken place.  
 

• The CSWA advised the person in charge that the matter should be 
reported to the police.  The ACSWA contacted police headquarters and 
provided the person in charge with the details of an officer to whom she 
should refer the matter.  The person in charge agreed to make the 
necessary contact and to the request of the ACSWA that the child’s 
social worker would be present during any interviews arranged with the 
police.  
 

• The ACSWA informed the DSS, NHSSB of the outcome.  
   

14. The Department does not currently hold any further information with regard 
to the operation of Termonbacca Children’s Home.  However, Departmental 
correspondence and other records relevant to the home may well be held in 
the Public Records Office for Northern Ireland (PRONI) or in the institutional 
care archive of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

15. Information available within the Department in respect of Nazareth House 
Children’s Home includes the report of an inspection undertaken by the 
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the views of the Hughes Inquiry which found that inspections undertaken by 
the MOHA and the DHSS during the 1960-1980 period were deficient in 
frequency, nature and scope.  
 

74. The DHSS had in the early 1980s already begun to address these matters 
(see paragraphs 31 and 32) and over the next decade instituted a rigorous 
programme of inspection, enhanced monitoring systems and qualifying 
training initiatives for residential staff, all of which at the time of inception 
were the most advanced in the UK (see paragraphs 59-60).  Northern Ireland 
has also since maintained the position of having the highest number of 
residential child care staff in the UK with a social work qualification 
(paragraph 60).  
 

75. Whilst effective inspection, monitoring and staff training programmes do not 
of themselves prevent the ill treatment or abuse of children, they 
nevertheless serve to create a caring environment that minimises the 
opportunities for abuse to occur.  
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