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subsequent to the DPP decision not to instigate proceedings against me in relation 

to the allegation he made against me.  

 

 

 

  

  On the 17th 

November 2005  sent a defamatory email about me to the chair of  

17th November 2005: 

wrote: 

 

Dear sir, 

I have a question for the chairman of the . 

Why is someone who has been accused of being a paedophile and of using violence 

to prove his innocence still ?  It could appear that 

you condone this behaviour is this in fact the case?  I refer to the  reported in 

the This person 

claims not to know why had a vendetta against him despite having been 

investigated by police  as a suspected paedophile. Isn't it about 

time that this man was removed from his position  and if not why not? 

 

17th November 2005: 

Email to me from 

Do you know this chap before I respond? 

I will reply obo  so please don’t respond directly. 

Thanks 
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From:

To: 

Sent: Friday, November 18, 2005 11:04 PM 

Subject: Re:  

 

Dear Sir 

Who am I ? I am someone who has personal knowledge of

character, I have known him since  

I am neither  merely a tax paying member 

of the public. 

My interest is merely as someone who has experienced violence and threats at the 

hands of this thug who hides . 

appears to have made allegations against I am prepared to 

state I believe he is right. 

What I would like to know from you why is this man allowed to  

 and what are you prepared to do about it? if 

anything 

Yours

 

From:
Date: 11/17/05 23:20:46 
To:
Subject: Re: Fw:  
  

  
Had a search of my computer and found the attached document that I had 
completed about a year ago. Basically will show some of the history between me and 
this guy. Will fill in the gaps when we speak. 
  
He did do as I ordered him, when I asked him to "put up or shut up". He made a 
complaint against me to the PSNI (Police service of Northern Ireland). They actually 
came and spoke to me . I was astonished when they actually 
told me the details of the allegation he had made against me, which was meant to 
involve a sexual assault, but actually contained nothing of a sexual nature.  
  
He is about  and we first met in an orphanage in Derry in the . I had 
spent all of my youth in the orphanage but he came in when he was about , due 
to family problems. It’s fair to say that even then he was a hard case. As I was one of 
the older guys in the house I was sometimes asked to help supervise 
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other residents, when the nuns had to go off and pray/eat etc. He was always getting 
into fights with other guys, requiring me to have to intervene and separate them. He 
made an allegation to the police that on one of those occasions when I physically 
intervened and pushed him into another room that I had intended to sexually assault 
him. However when he was quizzed by the police he admitted that he had not been 
sexually assaulted but that he "believed that the intention was in my mind to do it"? I 
did make the PSNI aware of the recent harassment he had subjected me to, and 
was able to show them a number of the text messages he had sent me. I did ask 
them to advise him of his actions. 
  
The police have formally notified me that the matter has been NFA' d, but why they 
even felt it necessary  to speak to me about such a non 
issue, defies logic. 
  
I am not prepared to let these dam allegations fester any longer. That is why I have 
persuaded  to re-open that enquiry into and that is why 
I will have made subject of a formal complaint if he sends any further 
messages to  or myself. Still not sure what has motivated him to resurrect 
his vendetta as I have heard nothing from him for over two years. 
  
I can imagine how this might seem to you, another (spurious) allegation of me being 
a pedophile. It’s almost like a cancer that infects you and the more you protest your 
innocence the more you feel that people will start having their doubts about your 
honesty. For what it’s worth there is no basis to any of these dam allegations and I 
am determined to zap them once and for all. 
  
  

  
  
  
 2314hrs  20th November 2005: 
 

Email from me to  

  
I am going to directly reply to this guy who seems to have moved on from accusing 
me of being a pedophile to now having subjected him to threats and violence, 
something which he has never mentioned before to me or to the PSNI for that 
matter. 
  
There must be some bad spell against me that encourages these assholes to attack 
my character. I have not seen this guy for many years and then he raises his ugly 
head a few years ago. Now he is back again. I have no idea what is motivating this 
guy. Can only conclude that he is twisted in some way. I have done absolutely 
nothing to that guy ever that justifies him coming back at me again. I will tell him very 
firmly to back off otherwise I instigate formal action. 
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I know that there will be concerns going through your mind (again) as a result of this 
latest bloody incident. I do despair at times. Work every hour I can, do my best to 
help people, then get attacked by another asshole.  This guy is sick. 
  
Hope the meeting went well. Had a very uneventful day at work. 
  
  

 

0205hrs  21st November 2005: 

Email from me to  

  
I write to you in anger, in response to that nasty e-mail you recently sent to . 
I am at a loss to understand what has motivated this latest attack on my character by 
yourself. 
  
Let me get one think straight first  I am not and have NEVER been a 
pedophile.  
  
I first met you in the s when you were transferred into Termonbacca. I do not 
know what the background to  were that resulted in you 
being placed in Termonbacca. For you and me Termonbacca had a different 
meaning. It was my home for all of my life, from the time I was  until I left aged 

. You came in when you were in your . Cannot remember exactly, as we 
are talking about nearly  years ago for god sake. For you it was a  

 and I don't really think you saw it as home in the sense that I did. 
  
As I say I do not know what your background was prior to coming to Termonbacca. 
However I do feel that it is reasonable for me to conclude that you had a very difficult 
background as it was obvious to all of us at the time that you were an extremely 
aggressive person. It was felt by many of us, including the nuns, that this 
aggressiveness was a manifestation of a possible brutal childhood that you had 
experienced prior to being placed in Termonbacca, and that indeed this brutalness 
may have been a motivating factor on the part of the authorities to actually place you 
in a children's home. I accept that is mere speculation on my part, because as I have 
previously stated, I did not know what your background was prior to first meeting 
you. 
  
When you arrived you were regularly getting into fisticuffs with other boys and 
constantly challenging the authority of the nuns. On occasions, as one of the older 
boys, I was asked to supervise the group, when the nuns were absent, and you 
constantly challenged my authority when I had to intervene to prevent you fighting 
with other children. On some occasions this necessitated my having to physically 
separate you from your victims', using only reasonable force and no more.   
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3. You attempt to present me as some sort of ungrateful anti social thug, in direct 
contrast to yourself. You present yourself as some sort of trustee of Termonbacca 
with the qualities of a peace making saint. You would have any one who does know 
about Termonbacca believe that you were some sort of member of staff. You also 
appear to believe that having been resident in Termonbacca since you “  

 justifies your actions and gives you the right to present your fiction 
as truth.  

3. Sadly for you and your contemporaries the truth is more mundane Termonbacca 
was a children’s home and there were no extra rights for having been there the 
longest. The sisters of Nazareth provided a home for children who through no fault of 
their own could not be with their families. Also for your information I first was 
admitted to Termonbacca aged . As your memory seems to be failing you 
let me remind you of the last time we did meet. It was in  at the ordination 
of . Then you wrote your address in my address book:  

 We then spoke in  when I rang 
you following that we then had a conversation when you rang my home address. 

4. Furthermore I reserve the right to comment on my experience of Termonbacca 
and the ex residents of Termonbacca, They had no right to be there and perpetrate 
their abusive activities, that includes you. I do not ever remember witnessing you 
repaying the nuns for their kindness to you, I only remember you and your 
contemporaries intimidating the younger, weaker or more vulnerable residents. Apart 
from prowling around Termonbacca I have no memory of you attempting to be 
friendly or to interact in a positive way with the other children who were there 
legitimately unlike you and your ilk.   

5. The fact is you had left Termonbacca and had no right to be there, had no 
authority other than the fact you could physically intimidate younger smaller 
children. Another fact is that despite this and presenting yourself “as a bit of a 
pacifist” you now admit to having physically assaulted me at least once. You now 
seem to have a recollection of having also assaulted me in the sewing room of  

 group which you have previously denied. 

6. You refer to the incident when you dragged me violently into the sewing room 
beside  dining room/TV room. You are correct it was not a 
bedroom however I fail to see the point that you attempt to make here. If it had been 
a resident's bedroom then I would be doubly concerned as you absolutely had no 
right to be there. Are you saying that you did go into young people's bedrooms? 
Sexual abuse and physical violence happens anywhere and is not just confined to 
bedrooms.   

7. You claim that I must have developed some sort of ESP to be able to tell why you 
attacked me the truth is actually much more simple. I was beaten and assaulted on 
numerous occasions by various former Termonbacca residents. However these 
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assaults involved nothing more than violence the nature of your attack on me was 
very different. No one else ripped tore off my new lamb’s wool jumper and shirt that 

 had just bought for me.  

8. The other reason why this incident has always stuck in my mind is because I can 
remember your foul breath and saliva at this point you then attempted to rip off my 
jeans but you were unable to overpower me. I got away to my room and locked my 
bedroom door until  returned to the group after her evening prayers.  

9. It was quite obvious what your motivation was, nothing other than your own sexual 
gratification. My life and the lives of countless other Termonbacca children that were 
difficult enough already were only made worse by your presence and several other 
ex residents of Termonbacca.  

10. I could never understand why you would attack me like this I particularly 
remember the brutality of your attack. I was used to violence before I re entered 
Termonbacca and this was an advantage as I was more than capable of resisting 
you.  

11. You state that if all of the children who had been in Termonbacca were 
approached you would be confident they would make no such accusation against 
you. Unfortunately I have to beg to differ and this is why. The following incident I 
describe helped me to understand just why you attacked me and your presence in 
Termonbacca. 

12. In  I saw you  
. At this point I rang another former Termonbacca boy and 

told him  I told him I would ring him back afterwards. 
When I rang him back he said without any prompt from me and I quote 

 13.   

14. I’m sure that you will remember who he was unless there was more than one  
 I have spoken to two other ex Termonbacca boys 

who again without any prompt from me mentioned your name along with several 
others who they said were involved in sexual abuse. 

15. I want to ask you whatever made you think that I would forget or forgive anything 
you did to me or to any other child who was supposed to have been protected in 
Termonbacca? When I spoke to you  years ago you denied ever having touched 
me. Funnily now it seems that you remember and admit to having had to ‘physically 
separate you from your victims, using only reasonable force and no more’.  I can 
assure you of this had you admitted this years ago we would not be having this 
communication now. Instead then you were deliberately rude, insulting, arrogant and 
dismissive.  
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I am very disappointed that yet again you have decided to continue to slander my 
reputation . A few years ago you made a 
spurious, I repeat a spurious allegation about me to the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland. (PSNI) an allegation which consisted of ONE incident which on the face of it 
could amount to a physical assault, when you were aged  I believe.  There was no 
mention in your statement to the police of any attempt as you claim to "rip your jeans 
off". There was only reference to your jumper being slightly ripped. The police were 
satisfied with my explanation that I had to separate you from a fight involving you 
and another one of the boys, something which you regularly involved yourself in. You 
talk about the "brutality of the attack" which actually consisted of a slight rip to your 
jumper and this was done when I was acting in a supervisory capacity on behalf of 
the nuns. 
  
Let me remind you that your spurious statement to the police made reference to only 
one incident involving you. I repeat just that one incident. Your statement had 
claimed that you believed that I had intended to sexually assault you albeit that you 
admit that no such attack ever occurred. The so called intention to sexually assault 
you was simply a corruption of your mind. 
  
Your statement to the police made no reference to any other person who resided in 
Termonbacca. Your statement was made after  when you allegedly had this 
phone call with the other un-named person who allegedly has claimed that I had 
sexually assaulted him when he was aged . If this conversation had taken place 
why did you not reveal this to the police?  that is a dam and unforgivable lie. 
On this occasion you have simply gone too far. 
  

 I am outraged that you make these further completely untrue allegation and 
even more enraged that you take it upon yourself to circulate your nasty attachment 

. What has motivated you to make this further 
response? I wrote to last November and I made it quite clear that I was not prepared 
to put up with your sick attacks   on my reputation. I repeat, if I was this nasty 
aggressive person that you are now claiming that I am then why did you make no 
reference to this when you first contacted the PSNI a few years ago? 
  
I am convinced now that you are simply mentally unstable . I am sorry if that 
is harsh but I simply am at a loss to understand why you made that spurious 
allegation against me to the police a few years ago about an incident that occurred 
about  years ago. Then when that was thoroughly investigated you then pop up 
last November sending another nasty and defamatory e-mail to my colleague  

. I gave you a lengthy response to that message and warned 
you that if you continued with your unwarranted attacks on my character then I would 
both make a formal complaint of harassment and also take action for defamation of 
character against you. I WILL now be taking the action as threatened. 
  

 I really do not know what is going on inside your sick mind. I accept that 
something must have happened to you when you were younger, that has resulted in 
you having this warped recollection about some of the people you knew in your 
childhood. I am simply not prepared to allow you to continue to slander my 
reputation. If you wanted to resolve the so called issues why have you again taken it 
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I will be making a formal complaint of harassment to  Police and I will be 
speaking to  with a view to get legal advice on the possibility of 
suing this nasty little man for defamation. 
  

 
 
 
On the 3rd June 2006 I contacted my   Police and made a 
formal complaint of Harassment against  The investigation was 
allocated to .  
  
Reply from  4th June 2006: 

Let me state again for the record: 

You now remember the incident when you attacked me previously you denied this, 
proving you are a liar. 

The only reason why no sexual attack occurred when you attacked me was 
because I fought you off.  

You never separated me or any other boys in a fight nor did you ever had any 
supervisory role on behalf of the nuns.  

To use your own language it would be a dammed and unforgivable lie if I said that 
the conversation never took place when this other person said you raped him.  

The fact that the PSNI decided to act upon my statement when they did is up to 
them, if they decided to take no further action it only means they could not prove a 
case against you it does not mean it did not happen. I know what happened.  

You are convinced I'm mentally unstable? Somehow I don't think that you are 
qualified or intelligent enough to have the slightest understanding of mental ill 
health never mind make any diagnosis.   

You would like to get on with your life than be subjected to my deranged attacks on 
you? Poor sensitive you're being over dramatic, get a sense of 
perspective if you ever had been subjected to a deranged attack you would not 
know what hit you. Again I have a little insight into experiencing deranged attacks 
courtesy of none other than you. 

In actual fact it is you who is in need of professional help you are in total denial of 
your past actions in Termonbacca. You are one of several former residents I met 
there who were thugs and perverts. Obviously you had all been through the same 
abusive experiences however several of you went on to abuse others. 

 The biggest mistake that poor misguided  made was letting you and 
your kind have any contact with the younger residents of Termonbacca. You and 
several others exploited this for your own sick perverted needs. No surprise to me 
then that such a thug and bully boy as yourself would then go on  
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A wonderful childhood with 
nuns of Termonbacca 
Published on thePublished  

Sir, I was disappointed to be exposed yet again to another 
article in your newspaper last week featuring some ex-
residents of St Joseph's Home, Termonbacca - 'Abused 
'homeboys' to meet Bishop'. 

It vilified the good reputation of the many nuns from the Sisters of 
Nazareth, many no longer with us, who worked tirelessly at 
Termonbacca during the many years of its existence. 

The main protagonist for these persistent complaints of alleged 
abuse is . I've met him a few times and really don't 
know him very well, but he must have left Termonbacca well over 

 years ago. I am not in a position to comment on the veracity of 
the claims he continually raises, but I am very concerned about the 
distorted impression that these allegations convey about the Sisters 
of Nazareth. 

I myself was a resident in Termonbacca from the  until 
the . It would be foolish of me to claim that, in all the 
years I resided at Termonbacca, none of the many hundreds of 
mainly boys, who also resided there, were ever subjected to any 
form of abuse. I can, however, say that I was not personally witness 
to any such acts of alleged abuse, and certainly was not made 
aware of any such allegations during my tenure at Termonbacca. 

What I can categorically say is that my memories of my time at 
Termonbacca are very positive memories of being part of a very 
large family of people who, despite our difficult backgrounds, were 
fortunate to have been reared by the sisters who devoted their lives 
to looking after children like us and who gave us a fantastic quality 
of life. 

I would also like to stress that although a very small number of ex-
Termonbacca residents have voiced concerns about their alleged 
mistreatment, they are very much the vocal minority. The silent 
majority of ex-Termonbacca residents, I am convinced, would, if 
approached, have nothing but praise for the sterling efforts of the 
Sisters of Nazareth, who provided us with a loving home during our 
childhood. 

I would like to put on record my personal thanks to the Sisters of 
Nazareth for the excellent work they had done at Termonbacca, 
and that the order continues to do in their many convents around 
the world. I would also like to thank the people of Derry who 
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supported the Sisters of Nazareth for many years, enabling them to 
provide a wonderful childhood for myself and many other ex-
Termonbaca boys. 

Yours,  
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On the 25th May 2006  circulated an email that contained an attached word 
document,  which included many defamatory 
comments about me. In that document he stated “The other reason why this incident 
has always stuck in my mind is because I can remember your foul breath and saliva 
at this point you then attempted to rip off my jeans”. There is no mention of that 
description in either of his two witness statements. He also states “. I could never 
understand why you would attack me like this I particularly remember the brutality of 
your attack”.  Now I know that the term ‘brutality’ can be mean different things to 
different people, but I am not sure that even the two contradictory descriptions of the 
alleged attack in the two statements would warrant the inclusion of the  adjective 
‘brutality’ when referring to the incident. It seems that the more refers to the 
alleged incident the more he spices up the description of an incident that in reality 
NEVER happened. It’s all a figment of his warped imagination.   

In his email to me on the 4th June 2006 stated “You now remember the 
incident when you attacked me previously you denied this, proving you are a liar”.  
I should again make it quite clear that I have no recollection of the specific incident 
that forms the basis of his false allegation against me, where I apparently was 
jealous because he had been given a new jumper and had forced him into the 
sewing room etc.  

In my email to him on the 26th May 2006 I was informing him that there had been a 
number of occasions when I had to physically separate him from fighting with other 
people. Those would have been the only occasions where I would ever have had 
any physical interaction with him. 

 

Summary of Tape Recorded Interview 27th February 2004: 

I think it is necessary for me to comment on the summary of my interview under 
caution that was conducted by PSNI officers  . The summary was 
completed by , one of the interviewing officers. 

On page 2 of the summary when it relates to me being questioned as to whether I 
had occasion to physically admonish children under my supervision the officer 
records “He avoided directly answering these questions and spoke in very general 
terms..”.. I most certainly did not intentionally avoid answering questions, and to 
intimate I had done so is wrong and extremely prejudicial towards me. I have 
recently listened to audio recordings of the interview and it is obvious from the 
officer’s line of questioning that she did not seem to appreciate that she was asking 
me to give specific details on matters that had occurred  years earlier, and I simply 
was not able to do that due to the massive time lapse.  

On page 3 of the summary the officer records that “when he visited at weekends he 
would have received payment of food and lodging for the chores he would carry out”. 
The officer then immediately records after that comment, the following; “He denied 
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Homeboy defends nuns 
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A former resident of St Joseph’s Boys Home in Termonbacca has spoken out in defence 
of nuns who ran the institution during his time there. 

Former ‘Homeboy’  acknowledges that “many people” were victims of 
institutionalised physical and sexual abuse in care homes many years ago. 

In a frank statement issued to ’,  who spent the  years of his 
life in the care of the Sisters of Nazareth - first in  and for the larger part at Termonbacca - 
says a “sad re-writing of history” is taking place in terms of life in the local homes. 

He said he decided to air his comments after thinking “long and hard” following the recent launch 
of the Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry. 
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“The impression being given by some ex Termonbacca boys is that all of the children living in 
Termonbacca many years ago were the victims of a regime of gratuitous and excessive violence 
from the nuns. 

“That is simply a re-writing of history. My memories of having lived in Termonbacca have always 
been very positive. I loved living there and was very sad when I had to leave. Like many other 
ex-Termonbacca boys I regularly returned to visit my ‘home’ and I am very grateful to the Sisters 
of Nazareth for the wonderful start in life they gave me and many other ex Termonbacca 
residents.” 

 said he was not either an “abuse denier or defender” but he raised questions 
over some of the allegations being made against the Nazareth nuns. 

“I know that a number of ex-Termonbacca boys are now being coordinated into making historical 
allegations against the nuns. I am sure that allegations being made by some of them are 
genuine. In relation to the sexual abuse allegations I understand that these are being made 
against some of the older boys and to the best of my knowledge there is no suggestion that the 
nuns were actively aware of this abuse or condoned it. 

“Given the ratio of boys to nuns it would have been impossible for the nuns to have effectively 
supervised the children to prevent such abuse,” he added. 

He said that in those days corporal punishment was “quite lawful” and was “a fact of life”.  

“Like many others I have moved on and put that to the back of my mind,” he said. 
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