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HIA REF

NAME (In full) SND 332
DATE 14 November 2013

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF

STATEMENT OF TRUTH
I was emploved as = [

—
.

My principal duties were to me in:

Direct work with children

Staff development

Helping in the process of finding foster placements

After care and work with past boys of Termonbacca who resided locally

My initial induction to the work of the Sister of Nazareth in Termonbacca was carried out

by Sister ISR At that time I believe there were around 40 children in the
home residing in three separate units.

1 found Sister [T SRJZ to be 2 dedicated and committed individual who cared
deeply for those children in her care. She was also concerned for many of the boys who
had left Termonbacca and were living in the city and encouraged my attempts to offer
support. This was at a time when there was little support for those young people who left
care.

From my recollection in working in Termonbacca there was a low ratio of staff to

children, partly due to I believe to the low per capita cost given to the Sister by the Health
Board or DHSS.

In my time in Termonbacca I believe the majority of children had social work
involvement and were reviewed on a regular basis. I myself had regular contact with
many of the children’s social workers.

On reflection a large part of my work was with those individuals who had left
Termonbacca and were living locally. Many of these young men were struggling in
relation to employment, housing, with emotional difficulties due to past experiences of
loss and adjustment to life outside Termonbacca.

ring role with some of these young men continued after I left Termonbacca in
My work also included trying to trace relatives for many of the boys but only a few
were successful in what was often a heart-breaking journey.
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5. 1left Termonbacca in N | sil! have
contact with some of the ex-residents.

1 believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true:

o SND 332

Dued 4/ ﬁ/cwl/zog
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HIA REF:

Witness Name: SND 332

THE INQUIRY INTO HiSTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

wiTness sTATEMENT oF RN DI YA

1. ] SND 332 % say as follows —

2. This is the second statement provided by me to the Inquiry and deals with a number of
questions put tome

3. I have worked in the caring profession i.e Social Services for approximately

4, I began my career in Social Services u- working as a generic trainee Social
Worker and subsequently qualifying as a professional Social Worker Ln- At

that time [ was|EEE i:volved in many aspects of

Social Services provision, particularly in relation to child welfare.

6. In-there were reducing numbers of children being placed in Termonbacca
and [ was informed my services were no longer required.

After a brief spel ||| GGG | (ovd cmployment in
o [ "
involved planning support programmes and direct work with children and
families.
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8. In_ I applied for and was successful in being appointed-

which provided Adult Day Care to vulnerable
groups e.g Dementia Care and a range of Family Support Services targeted at the
most vulnerable.

9. Iretired as manager of [ N

10. nj applied for position of_ and was successful. I remain
employed inj Mo date, working in thJ R

11. My first impressions of Termonbacca were positive. I received a warm
welcome. I was initially surprised by the size of the home. SR 2
was particularly anxious to have Social Work input in relation to both children
and staff.

Roles and Responsibilities

12.  Duties involved direct work with children: Staff development: Assisting staff in
accessing training: Taking part and sometimes chairing reviews: Developing
After Care services (There were many ex-residents of Termonbacca living in the
local community):  Helping ex-residents find employment , housing
accommodation.

Typical working day

13.  Talking to staff in the home, discussing issues arising: Helping some of the
children: Liaising with other staff and professionals e.g social workers, planning
and taking part in reviews, responding to requests for information from past
residents.

14. My room/office was never private and I feel the children felt free to seek me out
if they needed to talk — this was a two way process. | would spend time with the
children as often as I could and I feel I gained their trust. Some of the older
children would share their feelings in an open way with me, particularly those
children who had difficult family situations.

Supervision

15. My main contact in St Joseph's was SR 2 particularly in relation to
issues as they arose surrounding the children.

Staff Meetings

16.  Icannot recall if there were formal staff meetings but there were discussions on a
regular basis re issues arising re the children: There were also formal reviews re
children who had a social worker.
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Staffing levels

17. 1 believe that staffing levels were too low but this was reflected by the low per
capita cost issued by Health and Social Services Department.

Clothing and food issues

18. In my experience there were no issues re inadequate clothing or lack of food.
Bed wetting and bathing

19.  Thave no knowledge re management of bed-wetting and bathing practices.
Corporal punishment

20. In my time in Termonbacca I have no evidence re excessive use of corporal
punishment.

Chores and excessive physical work

21. I have no evidence or knowledge that the children experienced excessive
physical work.
22, I am not aware and have no knowledge of ex-residents being involved in

management of or bathing younger children.

Social work reviews

23.  “The Review Process” meant that the children’s Social Worker and staff from
Termonbacca would discuss issues re care and planning in respect of the children
e.g possible return home/fostering plans.

HIA411

24, [ have no recollection of anyone stating that they were being abused in
Termonbacca whilst I was there. If any allegations were made to me I would
have been duty bound to inform relative authorities/personnel.

External monitoring

25. I was not aware of external monitoring from the Health Board, although I was
aware that Department of Health and Social Services personnel visited the home.

26.  Ihad no concems as to the care given during my employment.

27. [ am advised that it is alleged that [ was dismissed because I intervened in the
physical punishment of a child. This is untrue. I was informed that due to
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decreasing numbers being referred to Termonbacca my services would not be
required,

28.  After I left Termonbacca I was successful in gaining the post of ||

My Training
29. My training as a Social Worker was generic and not specific to residential care.
Record Keeping

30.  From memory I believe there were individual files set up containing notes: Re
Social Work involvement: Reviews: Incident recordings: Updates: etc

31.  Children who had Social Work involvement had records of meetings/reviews.

32. I worked closely with Social Workers in trying to achieve best outcomes for the
children. These relationships were invaluable.

33.  Before I took up employment I was not fully aware that many of the residents
were not placed by Social Services.

Government funding per child

34. 1 cannot remember the exact amounts of government funding but I remember
being surprised at how low this was.

35.  1Ibelieve that with greater funding staff child ratios could have been much better
and care improved as a result. I really cannot give more detail and did not have
any dealings in the funding issue so do not know how it changed over time.

Ex Residents

36.  From a very early stage in my employment I realised there were very many ex-
residents who needed support, guidance and advice.

37. I was given the opportunity to engage with many of the ex-residents by

This part of my work was significant.

38. From my perspective my impression of the home was positive particularly in
relation to the care of the children. There was however great need among those
ex-residents who resided locally. Many needed help re housing; re addiction;
and finding information re their past.
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Statement of Truth

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

w SND 332

L. 2004

Dated 7/ iy .72
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22.1 remember a man used to come to visit me in Termonbacca. The nuns would
bring me into this room with a big table and give us tea and biscuits. He only
came up a couple of times. I didn’t know who he was but | later found out he
was my granddad. | saw a photograph of him and | recognised him as the
man who had visited me in Termonbacca. I'm not sure if my granddad is an
ex-Termonbacca boy. | later heard that my uncle and his family were trying to
adopt me but my mother would not allow it.

23.1 feit so guilty about the abuse. | blamed myself for not stopping it but we were
being bullied. We used to go to confessions but if you mentioned the abuse in

confessions it was like giving your name to the priest to abuse next.

24 A social worker called SND 332 sed to come and talk to us. He

knew all this was going on because we spoke to him. | specifically told him
about all the abuse. He was good to us; he would bring us out to his family for
dinner. | don’t know where he is now but | think he left social work since,
probably because nobody was doing anything about the abuse. He was very
good; he would come to our houses and talk to us if we were going through a
rough time.

25.0n my fifteenth birthday | came back from school and was told | was going to

Dublin in twenty minutes with another boy [ IR hat was [

I - voe given no explanation for this; | think it was to get me
out of the way. The nuns dressed me up in a pink shirt and tie; it was my first

proper shirt and tie. We went to a hostel in _and they

found us work.

Life after care

26.My first job was in _ I stayed in Dublin for a

couple of years and then | moved to _Nhen | was about 18. |

worked as a _but | left that job because it was too

HIA 237 6
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INTERNAL _CASE REVIEW.  poncl 78.

To be completed by .member of staff responsible for the child
Name of child: HIA 69

'Date of Admissiont 4™ mes 1973.
Responsible Local Authority: Llealemns Slealtls Board (g;,*ad

Referred by: LLLZfGHb . S VR TEE N
" Y .

Responsibilityi ND 484

House oriiGroup:

. . ~
E L
-

L A it e

1. Contact and relationship with child's own familys
a) With parénts: |QUANS ccacto Hio MW ik

b) With siblings or other relatives:.

Lcliverrs BINE]~ Aio nletee “siabic

6)‘Wifh'other outside contacts: Mt

2. Imotional Tevelopment and behaVioun{mezﬁfgxbﬁsj.gxb. y.

3. "Relationships in the éhildréh's home ¢
- , ) o e
.a) With residential staff: - me Sbecte .
: e« n tecl . i L - A ﬂ; Q'E bg.ﬂ/ M
) wrdbs Al o (Reatzndo)
b) Jiith other children: .

Wg' nlinn Ky ol e okl

4. "Zenlth:

e —

a) General Health and physical development:
b). iiecord of any serious"illhegs:
¢) Date of last Medical Lxamination and findings:
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. ontacted re rnnning awny 1ast Friday :

" at mother's - |iala there but very nnhapp;r at. ' ]
_Termonbacca.  Has been getting on badly with. 1
‘an incident vhere he ﬂleges ehe caught. him

) T 'céuld not do it either. However, sh
. sald that we needed to be wary- of _

. ,;v‘

Sav 'A6 and
' over Eastor.

, - 8 Annual leave. S R
RIRT A as home ‘on holiday du.ring this period. S

Palked to bout - feels

| ef relationship with him end- that- he is
o : _although not overtly .

i - . : ',
. 4

Called with [l thinks the visits aré going alr:lght.. Askod'her oy,
- she never, callad to see all the childran at Ternonbaoca ‘- she: aaidq that
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Roviawa at Temonbacca - see docisions nade. :

vt vo I o rerly.
Ph‘me call f"‘m _e cannot cope wit.h hin

h:l.n romoved.

' 'I‘alked to M md% HIA 69 ays he
leave Termonbacca. Saw would- 1:Lke cont.a.ot with

whon she has not. ~seen sinca: the smer.f

with
out for weekends. Although

gotting t.he plaater off.

Visit vo N o arrango a m‘it ror‘ :
. note saying I would bring ncxt Saturday,,
Mconvenient. N _ )

very disappointed.

! ‘I--

O

Galled ﬂtﬁro ask about s bapt.imal mm.
Discussed s future - ae has another year to do at. Kircubbin
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' WESTERN ‘HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD-

" LONDONDERRY: LIMAVADY AND STRABANE DISTRICT. . ¢

.. CASE REPORT. LA RS
S e e Con e T oo T

- B oo -
T : ' . ' . g B
l'I.l.-l.lll.l‘.CIl'.l.,I.'.l.'Ill'l.l‘ LN R NN N

CASE DETAILS, Visite. Reports etc.,

| .-‘25 :5. 78
: 26 5. 78

. ‘ Called With_ No reply. ’ ’ SND 484 o ‘

SR No raply, but received call lat.er re. vis:Lt. for next da,y."v

AA.rre.nged to call with her next day.

No reply.

, "VSaw ‘a1l the children in Termonbacca. -s mother hae esked if. ‘she ca.n'.
‘| take him out for the dey etimes at weekends. . Found. also that

W ; ’ca]_led with -to discuus fostering of children, but no replly

g 'No reply.;.
ATelephoned _a.nd arranged to visit.

.Collected at the baths - brought to mother P

. SND 484
Collected at _ and took him to _ Breught.

hlm back 1e.ter to St. Joseph's._ .

Called wit.h - No rep !.y.

4

Het at school and left him with pis mot.her for the a.ft'

-was going out to. _ .L DR SND 484

: ¢ 'y
!.

- -5

SRS T

: Het, _at Termonbacca and explained the situation about. foutering
"Arranged to met her in Stratane and talk to her husband. -Felt -she was

too enthusiastic. Got address of |
‘called i Contacted
'_and 'eeeessing- them'.' Collected , B0 visit' his mother.

' .contact in Strebane -fanily -
: possibility of me: visiting

o ,
3
1
+

* —ﬁi‘ : s
called with the [ ire interesteq. only in- Explained our:

: plan for the children to be together or. at least in the cne family.

i

4 I JISND 48498

‘ .

Brought DL back to Kircubbin - has broken his arm but. it is almoet

healed.. SND 48

'
o

at Termonbacca. .






