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Hoae hitdal 1953 | 19 | 1955 1956 Home Places| 1953 | 195 | 1955 1936
Glendhu, Belfast, 40 27 40 40 26 Good Shepherd, fe 20 13 10 2 5

gy CAr2 Londonderry. (g« «u it}
Nazareth Lodg?, Belfast. Rfi_ 145 ; 229 154 145 132 Childhaven, Donaghadee, 30 32 26 27 27
St. Joseph's B:bies, )

D L. re | 420 115 100 9 l Rubane, Kiroubbin K¢ [ 66 42 50 59 56
W [}
Nagarsth House, Belfast. AL]| 145 156 143 135 117 Johnaton Memorial, Belfast] 20 21 16 14 14
Macedon, Wh?t ehouss, 52 46 39 50 50 Kennedy House, Belfast. Tempararily closed
Manor House, Ballycastle, 23 18 16 23 19 Convent of Mercy, 40 3 3 L 9
livng 1ol 1 Rt
Bakts redilen | Bessbrook, , e
Sacr He{art %glﬁ%g’t. Rec 33 30 29 28 23 Moyallon, Co, Down. ™~ _ = _ ~} 3 3 Discontinued
wa ) (3- (0
Nazareth House, Lmﬂonﬂerg. 154 170 154 149 154 Altavilla, Por}:adow:‘. re l 3Q/3 6 13 13 9
Viotoria Homee, Belfast, 20 14 13 17 20 Blackburn House, 14 = 5 1 14
Belfast.
Manor House, Lisburn. Closed for renovations Good Shepherd, Newry. . - 1 - 2 Mother
o8 Baby Hom
Termonbacca, Co,.
Londonderry. Re | 92 86 90 90 B9 Thorndale, Belfast. o 14
L= Mother and Baby Homes
Mother of Mercy, Newry. R{ | 25 19 19 19 2 § Hopedene, Belfast. = 1
q;;-h . schevt oge.
Totals 849 795 806 796 45 Totals 220 136 126 14 134
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Hinistry of Haxo Affeirs, \I
!

Onthomcfsep‘bmhmmmnoﬂnamﬁhﬁm B Strect,
TondonderTy. nnd wore ohoum over tho premises by S | We elso
intervicol ) Rey. lothor had
Just loft for hor enoual vacation.

Thore wore 139 childxen in residence, 4 under two yosrs of agP, 32 in tho
Tiursery CGroup (11 abiending school), 98 of sohool age and 5 over gohool &8gB8.
Five girls ere the fizencial responsibility of Co. Londonderry lelfore Authorily-.
The children wxdsr two yoors of ago wiro pocopted by Rev. Mothor as san coergonoy
measure, as thoy ere merbers of femilies gocormodated in other sections of the
Home. While we thirk Rev. lipther had probably 1ittlc option at the tims in
aocepting the children, thiaﬁmcinuotsuttnblcfurthemeotomm
two yesrs of age. tlhnw&imwﬂthiawithsmshu poid they
hoped to be in o position %o discherge those children gulto scon.

Thﬂmjarityofthsuhﬂ&rcninmidemeattcndthahinm%lwolin
the Hoaze. M@rhaﬂeﬁfmmhm&mymlnn&mhm
Technical School. mwlmmmmmwmutmm f
Jupe. Twuo rocidsots are the Special Care Authority.
¥Wo thirk it io Smperstive be removed. She still has to
mwmmmmmitmmmthmgcmwmmm
tothcmlfmofthaothewohﬂl&oninthsﬁma.

The children appeared $o ba in good health and well csred for, spart from
ons girl oonfined to bed, who etruck us a8 boing singularly apathetic end
ive. Iemmmedthatahahadmeadybammimdbytm
Vedicsl Officer, who wes koeping hor under observatilon.

515tediNZ showed us over the premiscs, which wers in good order and
plogsently decarated throughout. A pew school-meals kitchon il pervery io

mmuplmmmwmmawhemﬂwtemm
and redio. ﬁeth:lﬂcthoprwiaﬁ.ouofwoamilnrromwﬂlbe a groat bemsfit
to the children. Emkhasommodoutmwﬂdmgorthomdmpol. F

Wedthamhrbu:wmards. Uemeommdthatfimdrmin
Y e Sintor cald che was ewaiting directions regerding tida froan
tha loonl fire officex. Hon&vimdhurtocontncthimmmaiatolyregemﬁnsl
thhmﬁunﬁmmatombaﬁrﬁmmmyﬂmﬂthmﬂthhmm
fow weeks. The'evente of impartance” bodk shows girls have enjoyed
mumerous outings end £iims during the yoar. Sist also infoarced us that
1%Md'becnpouaibletoarramafornllgirlsnfsdmlagetaupcnﬂtMir
sumer holiday with privete femilies.

Althongh this is & largs institution, irprovements continue to0 be corrisd
out to moke it as bomely es possible for the ohildren in residemoce.

gigoed _ A Wl%ﬁ
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L. What are the age limits of children for | | Minteun | Maximm |
whom the home provides? . RIS

| Boys | 2z S/ C|

Sirle | |

| el Cana s Kapl bt 13,
5.(a) Are there any qualifications or dis- Chddns,,  husat" Jw—c( lfwwti-ﬂe-]

qualificetions for admission?

(b) Is the decision to admit based on the Ahma ggcp, & Fuuasds
informetion given by the applicant only? o that
If not, what additional informetion is Ao “:M . the
gathered? e )

(c) Who collects and collates this inform- . d_m;mip. 9 thu %_ P
ation - & member of the staff; a member  _ == ==~ = ¥ 5
of the governing body; some other person?

(d) Who tekes the decision to admit - the L e s __CJ-.s..}, 3
person in cherge of the home; a local _The e *

committee; or central office?

6.(a) Where an spplication is not made on behalf
of a welfare authority, is any contact
made with the welfare authority -

(i) before admission? A Nacesreny -
(ii) after admission? YHwe Chld ,J,,fu.f&.dc;! Ly
b) Where contact is made with the welfare : P X 3
(b) udabirin  qisid Ol beomy

authority, what is its nature and purpose? P‘e"'““‘d bona.

(¢) In what circumstances would you regerd bae. Prands ¢+ Rbatives
contact with the welfere authority m_ bt s !
; : _Benne kK hose no coueh
inappropriate? E ¢
7.(a) What is the total number of children who o
can be accommodated in the home? : =oap
(b) How many were on the roll at 3lst December, Welfare Vol,
1963 (including those who may have been LUBHOFILY | opcee | TOUAL
temporarily sbsent on that date)? cases
3 44 | %7
(¢) Of those on the roll et 3lst December, lelfare Vo1, | If mone at present
1963, how meny were: Zuthority gasee | Would you normally
cases admit them
; 2 2 - 5
(l) Phy‘SJ.C&].ly handlc&PPed- ') sevese a l_‘_?_u‘ _m"E_TM n'w
- . I ¢ bo W}
(11) educ&‘blonally Sub-nomal? - Peasee e
and i
attending special schools? cieass i
not attending special schools? ..... =N OLRE,
i
(iii) escertained special care? «  ceesss 1| Mewe
and ' in m= |
G—ttendillg day centres? asee ssvene € v : —
not attending dey centres? Y : QLS a
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Page 91

have operated the home without their aid.

"Even big companies like Desmond"s gave us gifts of
clothes and pyjamas for the children and this charity
allowed us to operate and do what we did for the
children.™
Correct.

Were you yourself ever aware how -- apart from the
collections and generosity of the people of Derry were
you aware of how the home was funded, for example?

I knew we depended really on the collections really.
Four of the sisters went out every day during the week,
during the week, six days a week, and then at the
weekends two of us, myself and another sister, went out
on the Saturday, and even on the Sunday there were some
church collections that -- that was really our main --
main funding.

Source of income.

Yes.

We have heard from some people there was a farm at
Termonbacca. Do you recollect getting produce from the
farm down to Bishop Street at all?

No. AIll 1 remember getting really was I think 1t was
bread we got and some potatoes, because because they had
no -- no collecting up In Termonbacca, every month

£1,000 went to Termonbacca for their upkeep, upkeep of

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 92
1 the boys, and 1,000 down to Fahan for the babies.
2 Q. So that was as a result of the collections that were
3 done by the nuns in Nazareth House?
4 A. Yes. The Saturday and the Sunday collections always
5 went towards those two homes.
6 Q. Now iIn paragraph 14 of your statement, which 1f we can
7 scroll back up, It is page SND-4152, you talk there
8 about -- SND-4152. 1 might have got the
9 paragraph wrong. Sorry. At some point In your
10 statement -- it might be -- you say you weren"t aware of
11 any sexual or sexualised behaviour within the home --
12 A. No, not at any stage.
13 Q. -- between peers. You say that you did not become aware
14 of that and you weren"t trained with how to deal with it
15 in your time in Derry, but at a later stage you did
16 become aware of that.

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Isn"t that correct?

19 A. That"s correct, yes.

20 Q. That was when you were in Belfast?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. You say that would have been iIn about 1979/1980s,

23 thereabouts.

24 A. No. 1977 really 1 would have been aware of i1t, because

25 in preparation really for a case conference you would

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Witness Name: SND 23

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 - 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF

D 23

SND 23 will say as follows:

Personal Details

1. My legal representative has prepared a short_exhibit bundle to this
statement, which is attached hereto and marked SOIBEE; - .t the date upon
which this statement was signed. This exhibit bundle contains a single
photographic image of a former ad f

mine in Derry the relevance of

J1
witness statement. Although I
and record these events as accurately as possible I

e main

have tried

cannot be entirely sure of all the relevant dates due

to the passage of
time

2 I was born oﬂ_] was admitted to Nazareth House,
County Donegal in 1958. T believe my mother was made to place me in
care at 4 months old by a nun in St Joseph's, Strenora, County Donegal. 1
was moved to Termonbacca ["the Home"] in Derry in d around July 1959
and lived there until in and around January 1975 when 5.17. 1 then left
the Home although I continued to visit regularly and played an active part
in the life of the Home for some years as an ex-resident,

I also undertook an apprenticeship scheme in the Derry area after leaving
the Home and lived at various lodgings n 1975 and 1978, 1

sntually moved into my own flat in and ai
[som [ then left Derry and
ent to study at from
September 1978 to June 1979. While I was away from my flat I allowed
another ex-resident, to stay there in my
absence. At that time in Derry thert 15 a real problem with squatters and
I hoped that by having jiein the flat T would avoid that problem.gida&had
been a resident with me in the Home. I believe wher left the Home he
I
know that Sk ot d contact with , ex-residents and residents of the
Home when ne returned to Derry B oved out of my flat in the spring of
1979. When I returned to my flat in and around June
neighbours — complainec me about §
over to the flat and making non‘.c. Id have known
during this period although I cannot say for certain that
would have been one of
the flat during 1 absence
4, As indicated 1 had returned to Derry in June 1979 and moved back into

my flat Lll_lnu- flat is about a 15 or 20 minutes walk
from the Home. I remained at this address until 1 moved to Belfast in 1985
and I have remained in Belfast ever since. I have never married although I
have a daughter, bor
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my daughter,

5
<
run for at least a year. Unfortunately, the project dia not proceed daue to
an incident at one of the open information sessions where [[JENEIER
attended and made accusations about me. The organizers made the
decision not to proceed with the project as it was 'post Kincora’ and
considered too much of a high risk.

6. After the failure of the abovementioned project I was unemployed for a

period of approximately three months. I later gained employment with
I - o< 25 a gardener in NSNS or ©
years. Since 1991 I have been incapable of full time work.

7. I suffer from dyslexia and depression. I am currently in receipt of
counseling through Nexus in respect of my depression and I am finding
that this is helping me.

My Experiences in the Home as a Resident [1959 to 1975]

8. During my residency 1 was placed in St Gerard’s. I do not regard my
upbringing as negative as 1 did not know any different. However it is
noteworthy to state that given the separation issues I have experienced
throughout my life this has had a profound effect on my mental health.

9. I progressed through the different age groups within the Home until, when
aged about 13 or 14, I was given responsibilities as a senior resident in the
Home. This role required me to act in a supervisory capacity and contribute
to the daily running of the home. It was the equivalent of prefect status.
The Home was run with a relatively strict day-to-day routine on a schedule
that was very much fixed and dictated by the nuns.

10. I can say that I was aware of sexual contacts between boys in the Home
while I was a resident. This would have been mainly in the form of mutual
masturbation and would have occurred between boys of the same age. I
would have considered this behaviour to have been consensual at the time.
I was involved in some of this kind of behaviour with boys of a similar age
to myself in the Home while I was a resident. This kind of contact would
have occurred infrequently. This behaviour would have started when I was
aged 12 and would have finished when 1 was aged 16. This would not have
involved penetrative sex and, as I have said, would have mainly taken the
form of mutual masturbation.

11. I had no sexual contact of any kind with any resident after I left the Home.

12. 1 am aware of some sexual incidents involving resident boys and ex-
residents or adults. 1 consider that these incidents were isolated rather
than endemic. In particular I can recall a man called [ NBJEEJ who has
since deceased. He was an ex-resident who would have come to visit on a
weekly basis. This man was involved in what I would consider to be the
sexual abuse of boys in the Home. 1 believe that this abuse involved
inviting residents to expose themselves and acts of masturbation would
ensue, I knew about this kind of abuse because I was subject to some of
this sort of abuse byI do not wish to provide more specific details
of this abuse because it is too painful for me to deal with. As I have
indicated I feel that I would be re-traumatised by going over my own
experiences of abuse in the Home. I am currently attending counselling. I

Page 2 of 8
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do however draw a distinction between the abuse 1 suffered in the Home
and the periodic consensual sexual contacts I had with other residents
while T was also a resident. 1 can also say that my feeling is that any
sexual abuse was confined to isolated incidents rather than being endemic
to the Home.

13. I am aware that a number of allegations of serious sexual abuse have been
made against me and 1 will deal with each allegation in turn in the
remainder of my statement. I deny all these allegations.

Involvement at the Home from January 1975
141 left the Home in January 1975. From that time until 1977 1 had no formal

position and I did not receive any payment. 1 probably would nave peen up
at the Home every other week to do some chore or fix something during

break Cofﬂple[e]y WITN TNE HOIME db IL 1dU DECHE LT DY Fiiis vide oy
of us had ever really known. As such I continued to want to spend time at
the Home as this gave me a sense of security and continuity in my life. It

was also the community of which I had been a part for my basically my
whole life. As such, at that stage, I still wanted to be involved in the life of
the Home. 1 believe that one of the Nuns, SR 7 instigated

some kind of policy to discourage ex-residents from continuing to be
involved in the life of the Home because it was considered to be
detrimental to their prospects of adapting to life outside the Home. This
policy was implemented after I had left the Home.

16. 1 was away from Derry at from September 1978 until
1 graduated in June 1979 with the qualification of a National Certificate in
Horticulture. I then returned to Derry in the summer of 1979 and started a
job with as a gardener. I commenced
this employment shortly after graduating as one of the tutors secured this
position for me.
high absenteeism. I was finding it difficult to adapt to life outside the Home
at that time and could not hold down this job.

17. 1 continued to be informally involved with life at the Home via the gardens
and choir from the summer of 1979 until March/April 1980 when I was the

iect of false allegations made by [ ENEIE Cne of the Nuns -
W - confronted me about these allegations in and
around March/April 1980 and advised me to stay away from the Home. I
denied these allegations at that time to [ SR but agreed that I
should stay away from the Home. I did this because I did not want to be

exposed to further false allegations. I did not return to the Home since that
time and have not returned since.

18. 1 will now deal with the specific allegations that have been made against
me as disclosed by the papers released by the Inquiry.

Allegations of HIA 69
19. I knew HIA 69 as RITNGER «hen we were both residents at the
Home. 1 will refer to him as [EMgl/ANGICAM =5 this is the name under which
he has given his statement to the Inquiry. I can remember [glla¥8i¥las an
intelligent person who wore a different uniform from the rest of the boys

Page3 0f8
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because he had passed his 11+ exam. We were both residents from 1971
to 1975. ™IS would have been between the ages of approximately 6 and
10 during that period. I would have been aged between approximately 13

and 17 during the same period. There was never any sexual contact
between myself andmwhen were both residents or indeed after
I had left the Home. I deny each and every allegation made by [gIVaNGE

RIENGE® g ainst me.
20. At iaragraph [13] of his witness statement - reference [ SSEEEHIA 69

alleges that while I was an “ex-resident” I tried to touch him when
he was in the shower. He alleges that he threw punches at me to try and
stop me from doing this. He further alleges that on one occasion [ tried to
bugger him and that he pushed me away and ran and hid under a bench. I
deny these allegations of sexual abuse or attempted sexual abuse. They
are completely false, I have no recollection of ever having any physical
altercation with [ EIEYEERt any time. After I had left the Home I would
not have been around In the shower area when the resident boys were
using them.

21. At paragraph [14] of his witness statement HIA 69 suggests that ex-
residents would hang around the dorms until 9pm and that they did
“anything they wanted”. This is not my recollection. Ex-residents, such as
myself, would have attended the Home either to help out from time to time
[as 1 had done] or simply to meet up as part of the community. My
recollection is that ex-residents would have met in the dining room area
and would not have been “overseeing” any of dorms or anything like that.
This would not have been allowed in my recollection.

22. At paragraph [18] SIS refers to the arrival of SR 14 who
he describes as a “saint”. 1 recall the arrival of SR 14 and I agree

with BIEIEGER that she was positive influence in the Home. However, I
think that 1 left the Home just three weeks after her arrival and so did not
experience many of the changes that she was able to make. This was, as I
have indicated, in or about January 1975. Interestingly, at paragraph [19]

(R IVANCIS I - (=0 states:

A lot of the ex-residents moved into flats or houses in Creggan
which was near Termonbacca. They came back at meal times
during the day and particularly at the weekends. Around the
time [ EREZI 2 rived the ex-residents stopped coming
in. I think they were told they weren't allowed in anymore.

23. This is significant becam:u_a:ugc_';esta that 1 sexually abused
him or attempted to do so while I was an “ex-resident” — see paragraph
[13] of his statement, which suggests that I was an ex-resident at that
time [especially when read with paragraph [14]]. This is inconsistent with

mstaﬁtement at paragraph [19] that ex-residents stopped
coming into the Home when &m had arrived, which

coincidentally — was around the same time as 1 left the Home. As such I
could not have carried out any abuse onas an ex-resident
because when 1 had become an ex-resident [in January 1975] he states
that ex-residents stopped coming to the Home. While I did continue to
come to the Home as an ex-resident this was on the limited basis noted
earlier in this statement, as a handyman, gardener and to assist with choir
practice. None of this involvement would have allowed me ready access to
the dorms during evenings or to the showers when boys were washing.

24. At paragraph [23] of HIA 69 EERGRERNE alleges that I was one of
the "main abusers” and again suggests that this was when I was an ex-
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resident. Notwithstanding the noted inconsistency in this position I deny
the further allegations set out in that paragraph. I deny ever attempting to
feel HIA 69 up in the choir room or in any other location. 1 deny
punching him on the nose. I accept that I did play the piano and take the
choir but this was a formal kind of role with the children - boys and girls
being brought in for practice by a member of staff and then being brought
back out from practice, again by a member of staff. 1 can't actually
remember HIA 69 even being in the choir. I did not absent myself
from being around the Home after the alleged incident with HIA 69
noted in paragraph [23]. It was only after the 35 allegations in
March/April 1980 that 1 broke off my contact with the Home after it was
mposed me.

25. At paragraph [24 JEgIVANCIC AN states that he told

and a senior boy that had sexually abused him. ates that she took
him to the local GP as a result. I ha C n provided with any medical

10
records that would corroborate that [EgIVANCEN told a GP or indeed [SIagit]

about any alleged sexual abuse. Again, I would suggest that

made his allega

tions against me. That involved police and
social workers. I suspect that if had made such allegations to

SR 14 who he describes as a saint — that she too would have
taken action to involve more than just a local GP.

Allegations of SND 35
26. 1 can recall SND 35 when he was a resident in the Home SINIDECE)
came to the Home in 197/ aged about 9, when I had already left the
Home. I therefore only krw\-u'mwhun I was an ex-resident. At
the time he made his allegations against me in and around March/April of
1980 he was 12 years old and I would have been about 23 years old.

27. 1 got to know through my involvement in the Home as an
ex-resident. was a peculiar boy and I understand he had been
subjected to sexual abuse by family members before coming into care. I
was aware that cla:mud to have been sexually abused by a
number of persons in the Home. Indeed, I can recall him telling me prior to
me being asked to leave that |IEIEYCENEN made him perform oral sex on
him and that SIANGIS I o d urinated into mouth during
same. I was shocked by this allegation and encou to report it
Lom".d [ later contacted his s - who I believe
was based in Magherafelt. I would concur thh_ ssessment of

SYBEE] 2s a disturbed child who could be untruthful and deceitful, see

police witness statement ofdated 23" June 1980 at |

021.
28. 1 also note that the Police Report dated 17" September 1980 aL_
does appear to contain corroborated evidence which would confirm that

was involved in sexual activity with other persons in the

Home. 1 also note that ati006 of this same report that those other
persons interviewed by police in connection with denied

any sexual contact with me, see paragraph [17] therein.

29. 1 first became fully aware of SND 35 allegations against me when
coa‘-.fronted me regarding same in March/April 1980 although 1

had been aware of people talking about me behind my back prior to this. I

note the Police Report dated 17" September 1980 at 003 records
that I was upset by these allegations. Indeed, it is also noted that I told
SR1 that I would be speaking with Brendan Dolan, a social worker,

about these allegations. It is noted in paragraph [6] of the Police Report
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that Brendan Dolan did contact IESRESI as 1 had spoken to him about
slanderous allegations about me in the Home. I can recall speaking with
Brendan Dolan about this matter and in those terms as [ was very upset at

that time by what was being said.

30. I deny all the allegations of sexual abuse as recorded in the Police Report
regarding and in the statements of m to
police. I never had any sexual contact whatsoever with SND 35 at
any time. By his own written admission to police he fabricated the entire

story against me - see police witness statement of SND 35 dated

5" September 1980 5?1--0:-’.{.'!.

31. I do not recall ever being in a workroom v-uthwuth the door
locked on or around April 1980 as alleged by [ EENEEYEZIN sce her
police witness statement dated 23™ June 1980 at — 025. While 1
cannot therefore categorically deny ever being in @ workroom with

ENPEE | can say that I would not have locked the door to same or
requested that he did so. If 1 was ever in such a situation with [ENEEE
SYBEE 1 would not have been comfortable with same because I knew what
S\ was like and that he could well have made up some story about
me as a result. Although I can’t remember any particular time being locked
in a room with [SINBJEEJ1 can only suggest that either this did not happen
in the way described by [T SNEEZZ o if it did happen that I was in
this room with EJN[BJEJJ nothing inappropriate occurred. I certainly deny
that any sexual activity took place with SND 35 in any workroom or

any other location.

32. 1 note also the statement of [ RINEEJdated 18" August 1980 at |
_ 032 wherein he states that there was never any sexual contact between
and 1. His complaint about me was that 1 was “"a/ways bullying and
making the younger ones do_work”. 1 also note that was
aware that I lived in a flat in which suggests to me that my
address may have been common knowledge among the residents of the
Home. I would not agree with the portrayal of me as a bully. 1 understand
that this misrepresentation could come from a perceived resentment of a
person in authority.

33, While 1 accept that [JJJJSNEES w25 able to partially describe the
bedroom of my flat I do not believe that this proves that was ever
actually in my flaL.tates at page 2 of his original police statement
dated 13" June 1980:

Beside his bed there is a light brown wooden chair with a red
seat. There was carpet on the floor and plain wall paper. I
think it was purple. There was an orange and white lamp
cshade beside the bed. The sideboard was just underneath the
window. There was brown curtains in the bedroom and a
telephone and television in the sitting room. There was a
plastic white coloured vase in the bedroom on top of the
sideboard. There was a mirror on the dressing table. I think it
was a single bed. This was the first and only time in the flat.

34. When police attended my flat on 28" August 1980 they record a
description of my bedroom at page 6 of their police report dated 17'
September 1980, See--OO'/. In that description police state as follows:

At the flat it was noticed that the only bedroom did have a
sideboard with a mirror on it, one of the walls was covered
with purple wallpaper and there was a table chair with a red
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seat. However, a telephone was not installed, there was no
carpet on the floor and an orange and white lamp shade could
not be found.

35. JIENEBEER 25 never, to the best of my knowledge and belief, in my
flat. He was certainly never in the flat with me. That being said 1 accept
that he could describe some of the interior of my flat. However, I note that
this description is not complete and contains items that would be common
in a bedroom for a single person [single bed, mirror on dressing table] and
also refers to items that were not present according to police [no
telephone, no carpet and no distinctive lampshade]. 1 also can’t discount
the possibility Lhatr‘nay have asked me about my flat while I was
working up at the Home. I simply can't recall if he ever did so but I would
not put it past him as he could be quite devious. A further possibility is
apparent from the fact that people in the Home knew where 1 was living
[see statement of - referenced at paragraph [32], above]
and it is quite possible that | EESINIDECH would have went to my flat and
looked into my bedroom window and noted the interior of same as part of
his plan to make these false allegations about me. I would beg leave to
refer to the picture exhibited to this statement which shows the external
view of my former flat at took that picture using my
phone on 17 February 2014. The bedroom window when I was living there
is the one that is above the gas meter in the picture. As such it would have
been possible for SIN|PEER]to come to my flat and look in the window to see
what my bedroom looked like.

36. It is also noted that when police put it to me that could
describe the interior of my bedroom that I stated "He definitely wasn't in
the flat with me”, see page 7 of the Police Report at [JJlli008. That
provides a further possible explanation for partial
description of my room. As [ have already indicated 1 let
stay in my flat while 1 was at B (cft in the spring of 1979
and I returned in and around June 1979. As I have already indicated sl
would have had people from the Home back to my flat when 1 was absent.
I can't say for sure that|N[BJEwould have visitedin my flat during
this period but it is possible. It is also possible that some other person had
visited my flat and told what it was like after their visit.

Lad
N

I note further that SND 35 made a further statement against me on
25" January 1985 through Barnardo’s, see - 035. In that statement
he claims that I had sexually assaulted him a few times in my flat. I note
that he makes no mention at all of the abuse he had earlier alleged that I
had carried out within the Home, see police report of 17" September 1980
at-— 004 which notes two allegations of gross indecency in the Home
in June 1979 and April 1980. I also note that in his original statement to
police dated 13" June 1980 it appears that [ ENEEE:\eged that
sexual abuse had taken place only on one occasion in my flat. In his 1985
statement he claimed that this had taken place a few times in my flat. This
is a significant inconsistency, especially given LhaL had earlier
admitted to police that he had made the whole thing up against me.

Allegations of
38. I can also recall from the Home.as at the
Home, it seems, from he was an infant until the age of 14 and claims to

have been subjected to sexual abuse from 1973 [when he was about 6] to

1981 [when he was about 14] at the Home. I left the Home in 1975 aged

17. It seems to be suggested by ISINIDESER that this took place when I had
left the Home as he refers to me as in his statement to

police dated 7" March 1990 [see[Jjjjjjo48].
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39. 1 would describe SND 33 having become very bitter being

brought up in a catholic home due to his protestant heritage. 1 felt pity
towards him as I believe he isolated himself and became quite deviant.

S SND 33 alleges that we engaged in oral sex, that I made him give me
oral sex and performed oral sex on him. It is alleged this occurred in the
changing rooms of the showers and took place two or three times. I deny
those allegations. 1 was interviewed by police in 1991 as a result of these
allegations. 1 denied ever having any sexual contact with SND 33
then and I maintain that denial now by this statement.

41. The only revision I would wish to make to what I told police on 25" April
1991 [see--OSO, Police Report, internal page 5] is as follows. Police
asked me if I had ever been sexually abused by anyone at the Home. I told
them that I had not been abused in the Home. I did not tell police the truth
about this for a number of reasons. Firstly, I had a difficult experience
before with police \.-'.-"et"r: made his false allegations against
me. I was also ashamed and embarrassed about my own experiences in
the Home both those I considered to have been abusive and those I
considered to be consensual. There was and remains a stigma attached to
this kind of issue. It is only now through counselling that I am starting to
deal with the legacy of what happened in the Home. I was not ready to
deal with those issues when police interviewed me in 1991. At that stage I

just wanted to answer their questions about SND 33 false

allegations and be done with it.

42, 1 note_also the context in whrch made these allegations.
DICRE had been arrested for indecent assault with 2 young males at
Tara Lodge Hostel in Belfast. I note that one of those involved was also
I note also that [SINIBREESY is also said to have made

allegations of abuse against see paragraph [35] of |glVaWele]
and relied on their

statement to the Inquiry. I believe that
ces to divert and mitigate attention from their own

alleged
activities that lead them to be in this situation.

43, 1 believe glVANCIIM has a considerable level of resentment towards me
and this emanates from his alleged involvement with SND 35 that I

reported to the nuns and social worker.

Statement of Truth
15. I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

SND 23

Signed

[
Dated_ Z ¥ lol{ | L
|
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Page 30

"As a result of discussions and investigations over
recent years, iIncluding the Ryan Commission, claims
brought to the sisters®™ attention through intermediate
reasons or directly in light of this Inquiry, the
Sisters do accept that on occasions the standard of care
to the children may not have reached an acceptable
level. There are instances when a particular sister may
not have acted In an appropriate way or when the
children were not protected as well as the sisters would
have wished."

IT 1 might explore that somewhat with you, sister,
can | ask you how you accept that? Where do you say --
where does the congregation accept that the standard of
care was not at the appropriate level?

Well, 1 think, having listened to evidence given here,
which was very shocking and harrowing for us, we must
accept at certain times by certain sisters things were
Jjust not right.

In paragraph 15 you go on to say that:

""One of the main elements which has to be accepted
is that the sisters”®™ general policy of no physical
punishment of children was not implemented. There are
instances where children were the subject of a physical
assault and this i1s not acceptable when the care of

children is to be considered."™
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Page 103

So right from day one you would have seen maybe a risk
of older boys bullying the younger children?

It was something you were always looking out for to
protect the smaller children or even boys of the same
age, because some were more powerful than the others.
You had to watch out for the vulnerable ones.

Okay, and in terms of the boys, did they receive any
sexual 1nstruction, any instruction In sex education,
anything at that time?

Well, the older boys will have got some amount In the
secondary school.

But none in -- none iIn Termonbacca itself?

None i1n Termonbacca, no, as such, no, no at that time.
But you -- you and your sisters would have been aware of
the potential for them to be maybe getting into sexual
exploration?

We would at the age they were, yes, yes.

Thank you very much, sister.

Thank you.
LANE: Sister, the regulations define corporal punishment
largely because of caning and things like this. Now

I appreciate that you didn"t use the cane formally in
Termonbacca or Nazareth House, but how would you define
corporal punishment otherwise, because clearly if you

occasionally smacked a child on the bottom, you didn"t
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Page 86

morning was for the nuns, not for the general -- not for
the residents. So I would be up, showered and then over
to say mass and then 1°d come back. So I would then
have to go and get the sheets. Now everybody else who
had wet the bed had their beds changed and bathed. Now
I came back, and because of serving mass, then | was
sort of paraded on my own, you know.

You say in the following paragraph that she used her

fists and you say that she used the flex of a kettle to

beat you.
She did. Flex of a kettle. 1 think that was -- that
was -- | think that was more -- the flex of a kettle was

always talked about as one of the ultimate sanctions.

I think 1t was more of a sanction prior to me going in
there. 1 think 1t was used then. 1°d heard a lot of
stories about i1t. On one occasion she did lift the
kettle -- 1 think she was exasperated or whatever -- and
she got me.

Now in Termonbacca in the new unit there was a big
major kitchen where the food was cooked and brought up
to the two units, but In the unit there was a small they
called 1t kitchenette. 1t would be a big kitchen, and
just opposite the kitchenette there®s an office which
would be a day station or the office for the nun. Now

she normally would take me into her office and beat me
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SND-094

The following extracts were taken from notes on General and Intermediate Chapter meetings
between the periods 1894- 1913, It is clear from these meetings that the Sisters discussed the welfare
and care of children and had strict rules, regulations and procedures regarding the care of children.
There are a number of clear areas’ that are Jooked at in detail:

The treatment and care of children

Punishment

Health

Education

Food

The treatment and care of children

95.
96.

97.

98.
99.

9

95.

Children musi be kind!y treated.
When there is a question of adopting a child, Mother General must be consulted,

The Superior must choose one evening during Xmas time to give a tea party to the old people and
children and distribute their presents Intermediate Chapter 1894

Children must not be too severely punished. (General Chapter Report 1897)
When the parents of the children are living they are responsible for them- force should not be used to
keep them apart. (General Chapter Report 1897)

It was the opinion of the Superioss in general that cramming chiidren with piety had a bad effect on
them in afterlife. (Intermediate Chapter 1901 )

Invalid children who do not go out on ordinary occasions may for a few days holiday every year
provided that they have some nice friends or places where they would be kindly received.
Intermediate Chapter 1907

g6, Children ought to have run out in the middle of the day when weather permits and they have organised
games when in the playground. General Chapter 1922

Punishment
97, Old people and children are free to speak to the Superior and make their complaints, the Sisters have no
right to prevent them or punish them for having done so. (Intermediate Chapter 1901)
9. It is again forbidden to leave old people and children in the dark and a light must always be left on the
staircase. (Intermediate Chapter 1907)
99, No Superior should allow a Sister to lock a child in a room or deprive her of her food as a punishment.
Intermediate Chapter 1913

Health

100. In the General Chapter 1897 it was discussed that Sisters must be careful with regard to children having
sore eyes or other ailments to bring them under the doctor’s notice at once, (This is also stated in the
1907 General Chapter Report)

101, Again the health of children requires attention therefore it is important that in addition to the medicat
attendant, the services of an oculist and dentist be secured and that they visit at stated times. This
applies to all houses. Generat Chapter 1910

102, It is essential that an oculist visits the children annually. It is also essential that a dentist visits and
examines the teeth periodically. Intermediate Chapter 1913

19
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Page 10

was laid down.
Yes, and the Sisters themselves knew that the
congregation didn®"t accept corporal punishment of any
kind.
And that was part of the ethos --
Yes.
-- of the congregation?
Yes.
I think we touched on another subject yesterday, sister.
Just before I move on from the corporal punishment --
well, no. 1 will leave it and come back to 1t and we
will deal with another statement that you have provided.
We talked yesterday about the family groups and you
deal with this at SND-13945 and in the amended statement
at SND-18044. So if we could just go to SND-18044,
please, and if we go to paragraphs 3 to 8, you talk
there about over the years you have lived and spoken to
many sisters who have worked in Termonbacca and Bishop
Street and that"s where you have acquired the knowledge
to speak from their experiences.
You talked about Termonbacca and the new build
comprising two separate units being completed.
"Extensive renovations were carried out on the
nursery unit at this time, converting large dormitories

to smaller bedrooms. In Bishop Street the home was
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1968 Children and Young Persons Act Ch. 34 449

(ii) in any other case, to a juvenile court acting for the E\RTMIV
petty sessions district.in which the applicant resides; or

(b) if the school was specified in a direction or order of the
Minister, apply to the Ministry,
to remove or send the person to a training school for persons of
his religious persuasion, and the court or the Ministry shall, on
roof of his religious persuasion and notwithstanding any declara-
jon with respect thereto embodied in the training school order,
if any, relating to him, comply with the request of the applicant.

- (4) Nothing in subsection (3) shall empower a court, or impose

n obligation on the Ministry, to comply with any such request
as is therein mentioned unless the applicant has named a school
for persons of the religious persuasion in question and shown to
the satisfaction of the court or the Ministry that the managers
thereof have accommodation available.

84.—(1) A training school order may be made to take effect fcotzgélf;% into
immediately, or, subject to subsection (2), its operation may be training
postponed to a later date specified in the order or to be sub- zcr%ggsl
sequently specified by endorsement thereon in accordance with )

16 succeeding provisions of this Act.

(2) The operation of a training school order shall not be
ostponed except pending the completion of arrangements for
e reception of the child or young person into a suitable school,

at the time when such an order takes effect the

Id or young person cannot be sent to the school, the court

which made the order or any other court which would have

isdiction to make an endorsement thereon under section 86

y make an order committing him either to custody in any place

which he might be committed on remand, or to the custody of

fit person to whose care he might be committed under this Act,

nd subject to subsection (4) that order shall have effect until he

ent to a training school in pursuance of the training school
order.

(4) An order made under subsection (3) shall not remain in

ce for more than five weeks, but if at or before the expiration
f that period any such court as is mentioned in that subsection
considers it expedient to do so, the court may make a further
rder under that subsection.

(5) Any order or further order under subsection (3) may be
ade in the absence of the child or young person concerned.
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GCVERNMENT CF NORTHERN IRELALND

Ministry of Home Affairs,
Stormont,
Belfast,

ile Nos To8 JJA( Sentenber, 1952

Circular No. TC,25/1952

Sir/Madem,

With reference to the Children and Young Persons (Voluntary Homes)
Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1952, (S.R. & 0. 1952, WMo, 131), of
which a copy was gent to you on lst Septenber, I am directed by the
Minister of Home Affairs to forward, for your information, a copy of a
Memorandum issued by the Home Office in September, 1951, on the Conduct
of Children's Homes,

Although this Memorandum has been prepared mainly with reference to
Children's Homes in England, it contains various suggestions and advice
which should prove of considerable assistance to members of staff of
Children's Homes in Northern Ireland, and also to those who have
responsibilities for the general management and maintenance of such
Homes, The Ministry would, therefore, be glad if you would arrange to
supply a copy of the Memorandum to everyone concerned,

Copies of the Home Office Memorandum (S.0. Code Nos Sk - 349), may
be obtained from Her Majesty's Stationery Cffice, 80 Chichester Street,
Belfast, price 6d,

I.am, Sir/Nadam,
Your obedient Servant,

] / -~
Al 7

Py

»
3 (/
'
R S TR N Y OF g
e

The Sscretary of each
Voluntary Home in Northern Ireland

21/~/35/9/52,
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Memorandum by the Home Office
on the
Conduct of Children’s Homes

INTRODUCTION

1. This memorandum on the conduct of children’s homes has been prepared for
the guidance of local authorities and voluntary organisations, and is intended to
be read with the Administration of Children’s Homes Regulations, 1951. The
contents are based on experience gained by Home Office inspectors in visiting
children’s homes and on advice tendered to the Secretary of State by the Advisory
Council on Child Care. It deals with the needs of children who, for one reason
or another, cannot be boarded out and are brought up in children’s homes ; and
it is written in the main with direct reference to children living as members of
small groups of mixed ages and both sexes who are in care for an indefinite
period and who look to the local authority or voluntary organisation for their
upbringing. But most of what is said is applicable to all children’s homes ; and
recommendations relating specifically to large homes are contained in Appendix 1.

2. In paragraph 427 of their Report the Curtis Committee stated the main
requirements for the substitute home in the following words:—* If the substitute
home is to give the child what he gets from a good normal home it must
supply :—

(i) Affection and personal interest ; understanding of his defects ; care for
his future ; respect for his personality and regard for his self-esteem.

(ii) Stability ; the feeling that he can expect to remain with those who will
continue to care for him till he goes out into the world on his own
feet.

(iii) Opportunity of making the best of his ability and aptitudes, whatever
they may be, as such opportunity is made available to the child in the
normal home.

(iv) A share in the common life of a small group of people in a homely
environment.”

TYPE AND SIZE OF CHILDREN’S HOMES

3. The aim when providing new homes for children in long-term care is to
enable each child to live as a member of a small group. The number of children
in a home of this kind (referred to in this memorandum as a family group home)
may vary from eight to twelve. 1f the home is a house in a street (perhaps a
villa type house or two semi-detached houses, suitably adapted) the children gain
by living as members of the local community and by taking a full part in its
social activities as do children living with their own parents. Many local
authorities are setting up small homes of this kind. Rather larger hémes, taking

up to about twenty children, are also being established. It is important that ——

homes should be so situated that the children will be able, out of school hours, to
mix with their school friends. While every children’s home should have a garden,
the children should be encouraged to join with others in outside play.

4. In the family group home, the age range should be wide, say from three
to fifteen years, with boys and girls growing up together. It will be desirable
sometimes to include children under the age nf three in the group (for example,
where they have older brothers or sisters in the home), or on occasion to keep
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72, Care should be taken to see that children are warm in bed at all seasons
of the year; underblankets should always be provided. A feeling of warmth

and comfort will play a part in preventing such happenings as night terrors and
bed wetting.

23. Bed wetting cannot be attributed to any one cause; if effective help is to
be given, the child must be studied as an individual. The trouble may be due
to an organic cause, to delay in learning bladder control, or to emotional dis-
turbance due to loneliness, a sense of being left in strange surroundings, or
of not being wanted. A feeling of hopelessness about the habit may cause it
to persist. A child who persistently wets the bed should be seen by the medical
officer so that he can advise on treatment or, if necessary, refer the case to a
hospital or child guidance clinic.

24. Understanding and consideration on the part of the staff are of the first
importance. Bed wetters should not be separated from other children, and
members of the staff dealing with the child or with the wet bed should proceed
in a matter of fact way, and should never exhibit impatience, disgust or anxiety.
Mackintosh sheets should be used only when necessary ; when they have to be
used, a thin blanket should be placed between the mackintosh and the bed sheet.
Sheets should always be changed after being wet. Bed wetters should not be
required to wash their sheets. There is nothing to be gained by restricting
drinks unreasonably, but it is undesirable that any child should drink large
quantities late in the evening. There should be easy and lighted access at night
to a lavatory, and where necessary the children should have their own chamber
pots.

RECREATION

25. Play is as necessary to children as food and sleep ; through it they develop
in mind, body and personality. Play should not be thought of only in terms
of organised activities. The childredt should be given ample opportunity to play
and amuse themselves in their own way, and should be encouraged in initiative,
resource and self-reliance. They should be taught to use the facilities of the

neighbourhood, for instance, the ‘public library, and allowed a reasonable choice
of their own books.

26. Indoors, the children should have a varied supply of play material, including
materials for dressing up ; hobbies should be encouraged, and opportunity given
to look at picture books, to read newspapers and periodicals suited to their age,
and to listen to the gramophone and wireless. Children should be encouraged
to choose their programmes, and not have the wireless on continuously. There
should be small tables at which the children may play games or pursue hobbies,
and arrangements should be made, if possible, for a child to have some place
where a half-finished model or other cherished piece of work can be left with
safety.

27. Fresh air, sunshine and activity are essential to the health and the full
physical and mental development of children. Much of their time should be
spent out-of-doors. Where the garden is large enough, part of it should be set
aside for the free use of the children. Sand-pits in suitable conditions and if
properly looked after, provide happy occupation for small children. The keeping
of pets gives children the experience of caring for living things and develops a
sense of responsibility. Bicycles, besides being popular, provide training for the
older children in independence and road sense. The children should be taught
to look after the bicycles as well as to enjoy their use. Outings and treats should
be arranged. As opportunity offers, the children should be helped in the obser-
vation of growing and living things and in the life of the countryside.

PERSONAL HYGIENE

28. Children need training in how to use and look after their toilet articles,
which they should regard as their own property and be able to identify easily.
Individual towels, face cloths, tooth brushes (with individual tooth paste or powder)
and brushes and combs should be provided and clearly marked by name or
initials, or, in the case of children too young to read, by symbols which they can

5
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Q.

A.

Q-

Page 68

then 1t"s making me wonder why I was treated so bad and
differently. Then I just put two and two together.

I don"t know i1f it"s right or wrong, but I"m assuming
that 1t 1s because my mother was In the Good Shepherd®s
and a mortal sinner, as they said, and we were a product
of mortal sin. So

So you -- after talking to other boys you found out that
some of them didn"t have to do the level of work that
you were asked to do. Is that --

Yes, that"s true.

And as a result you felt that you were being punished
because of your mother, as It were?

That"s true, yes.

You told me earlier that you had a number when you were
in the home --

Yes.

-- and you were -- do you remember what number that was?
Number 40.

Did -- we talked about this also. You don®t actually
have much to say about the numbering. You don"t really
remember being called by your number.

No. We weren"t -- as | say, we didn"t have
conversations with nuns. We didn"t have any -- you were
just called 1n as a group, not as an individual, you

know. So, like I say, I mind -- so I wouldn®"t say to

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 to "74.

2 A. Yes.

3 Q. What 1 want to ask you -- we"ll break it into the two

4 parts. The first period, "58 to "60, you are in the

5 older boys® section. You gave me an answer there:

6 "Certainly not the nursery.™

7 What do you -- do you recognise the older boys*

8 section in what SND521 is describing?

9 A. Well, the children went off to school. We didn"t have
10 school In the house. They went out to school and they
11 had lots of, you know, visitors coming in. St. Vincent
12 de Paul came in on a regular basis. They had people

13 coming in to show them films.

14 Q. So there are those positive things you can point to?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. But what she®s describing is i1t would be impossible for
17 the staff to show affection to these children because of
18 the numbers. Is that something you would accept?

19 A. Maybe, yes, yes.

20 Q. And she -- her impression -- and this is why 1 want to
21 ask you if 1t was yours -- and again 1 am talking about

22

23

24

25

the period "58 to "60, when you"re working with older
boys -- as it being a place that was utterly depressing
because of the lovelessness that inevitably flowed from

so many children and so little staff, is that something

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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recognise. Towels should be hung so that they dry and are not in contact
Supervision may be necessary in the use and care of these articles, but the aim
should be to train the children as quickly as possible in habits of personal clean-
liness anpd independence. Baths, with clean water for each child, should be
taken at least twice a week, just before bed, and the children should be trained
to bath themselves. Bedtimes naturally vary with the ages of the children, and
it should be possible to plan some bathing each night without interfering with
evening activities. The children’s hair should be washed regularly, and attention
given to the cleanliness of their heads. Children, should be trained in regular
habits and encouraged to report constipation ; an aperient should never be given
4s a matter of routine, but only where it is required in the individual case. The
needs of the adolescent girl should be provided for.

EH

DRESS AND FOOTWEAR

29. Uniformity of dress is to be avoided. The disadvantages of central pur-
chasing should be weighed against its advantages. There should be variety, and
opportunity for individual choice. Children attending school or a youth organi-
sation should wear the kind of clothes that are required. From an early age,
children should accompany the housemother when she is buying their ciothes.
Older children should be taught something of the prices and suitability of clothes
and materials, and the girls should be éncouraged to make attractive clothes for
themselves. Uniformity should be avoided also in such matters as the dressing
and cutting of hair.,

30. Great care should be taken to provide children with correctly fitting boots
and shoes. They must be of adequate length with flexible soles to allow proper
use of the foot muscles, and the heels should fit comfortably. The passing of
part-worn footwear from one child to another carries with it the risk of injury
and possibly infection to the feet: where it is done, only well-fitting boots or
shoes which are in good condition and not in any way misshapen should be passed
on. 1Itis important also to see that the feet of socks or stockings are of sufficient
length after laundering as well as when new.

MONEY AND PERSONAL POSSESSIONS

31. Learning to handle money is an essentia] part of a child's training in
everyday matters, Children should have a reasonable and known amount of
pocket money. While pocket money will usually be given weekly, it may be
helpful on occasion to give a larger sum for a longer period so that the experi-
ence of weighing the usual limited expenditure against the making of some

32. Boys and girls should be expected to take a moderate share in the daily
running of the home, but pot at the expense of sleep, meals, education or
reasonable recreation, Young children should not be discouraged from trying
to help in the house. Older children, in assisting members of staff, should
progress from light routine tasks, such as dusting, bed-making and washing up,
to skilled work, such ag cooking, bottling, ironing and making things for the

home. It is sometimes forgotten that g share in the running of the house means
a share in the interesting as well as in the dull occupations. Older children
could be given some responsibility for planning meals, purchasing household
goods and checking the laundry, and should have opportunity of attending
demonstrations or exhibitions of domestic interest in the neighbourhood.

6
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CONTACT WITH RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

33. The child’s link with his own family and relatives should be preserved
wherever possible, and the staff of the home can help to strengthen the link by
getting to know visiting parents.  Visits by relatives and friends should be
encouraged, and there should be no undue restriction as to times. Normally,
the letters sent and received by a child should not be read by the staff of the
home ; exceptionally, the head of the home after consultation with the children’s
officer in the case of homes provided by a local authority, may find it necessary
to supervise correspondence.

34. It is essential that children should learn to make friends outside the home
and should be used to meeting other young people and to visiting ordinary
homes. Both children and staff should be encouraged to invite their friends to
the home ; the children may thus experience the pleasure of giving as well as
receiving hospitality. It is important that a child who has no parents or other
relatives who visit him, or whom he visits, should be befriended individually by
local people who are on friendly terms with the staff of the home. Women’s
Voluntary Services, Youth Organisations, Rotary Clubs and other bodies are
ready to make arrangements of this kind for children in home .

HOLIDAYS

35. The summer holiday is an important event in the lives of children, and it
is specially desirable that children who are being brought up in children’s homes
should have an annual holiday of the kind best suited to their needs. In a
family group home, there is something to be said for the group going away
together for the children’s holiday, the children sharing their experiences with
those who look after them in the home. Children who lead a community life
in larger homes will be likely to benefit by a complete change of surroundings,
such as may be found with suitable relatives or in private foster-homes where
they may see something of normal family life. Members of youth organisations,
such as scouts and guides, should be given opportunity to go to camp or to take
part in other holiday arrangements. There will be scope to arrange for older
children to join others in using youth hostels. Organised camps or holiday
homes, catering for large numbers, should be used with discrimination ; younger
children are likely to find such places exhausting. The aim should be to arrange
as far as possible for each child to have the kind of holiday which, beside giving
him pleasure at the time, will widen his interests and provide him with those
experiences and memories which are so important in the pattern of young lives.

DIETARY

36. Menus should be varied and well-balanced. Contact should be maintained
with the local Food Office so that ration permits may be altered as circumstances
change. Breakfast should be served always within one hour of rising and
should include a main dish. Mid-day dinner will often be taken at school.
Where this is not done, application should be made for the additional food
allowed for five main meals a week based on “school meals™ rations, and
dinner should generally consist of meat or fish and two vegetables (green leafy
vegetables being served about three times a week) followed by a suitable pudding.
The children should have a high tea (including, whenever possible, meat, fish,
cheese or egg) and a light supper ; alternatively, if preferred for the older
children, a light tea and a substantial supper should be provided. Children
should be encouraged to drink sufficient water, which should be readily available
between meals and at meals,

37. Protein should be given twice daily, and can with advantage be included
in all three main meals. Adequate quantities of salads and fresh fruit should
be given. Milk should be tuberculin tested or pasteurised, and each child should
have not less than a nint a day, including school milk. Children under five
should have the special allowance of cod liver oil and orange juice available
for them. Regulation 3 and the Schedule, item 5, require records to be kept of
the food provided. The records should be examined from time to time by persons
visiting the home on behalf of the local authority or voluntary organisation,

7



Day 11 HIAI Inquiry 24 February 2014
Page 121
1 Q. They didn"t call children by numbers, but they did put
2 numbering on the clothing so that when matters -- items
3 of clothing came back from the laundry, they would be
4 able to hand it out to the person that it belonged to or
5 fitted, and that that was the purpose of putting on
6 those numbers.
7 A. Well, 1 would have to disagree, because when you had
8 that number, that number was wrote in your maths book
9 and hymn book as well. That was yours. That was your
10 number. So it wasn"t just to do with what clothes
11 fitted you.
12 Q. Well, what was -- were you called by your name in the
13 home?
14 A. No. Usually numbers.
15 Q. You do say -- you talk about this in your statement and
16 you talk about it at paragraph 3, where you say that:
17 "The practice of numbering stopped.”
18 A. Yes. It stopped because of two people that took us out
19 for holidays, and when we got to their home, they
20 noticed we had these numbers sewn on our clothes and
21 they were absolutely disgusted. These -- this person®s
22 father was a very, very high figure in Ireland. So they
23 said they were going back to Derry to have a meeting
24 with somebody. Now we didn®"t know -- partly they went
25 I think to speak with the nuns and after that we never
Merrill Corporation www.merrillcorp.com/mls 8th Floor 165 Fleet Street

(+44) 207 404 1400 London EC4A 2DY
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Page 122
1 had numbers back on our clothes.
2 Q. So your belief is that the people who you were fostered
3 out --
4 A. Correct, yes, yes.
5 Q. -- effectively stopped the practice of numbering by
6 speaking to the nuns.
7 A. Yes, because they took everything we had back to Derry
8 and bought everything for us, and then I remember when
9 we were going back, we went to Caramina (?) in Donegal.
10 That was a holiday home, and then there was no more such
11 thing as numbers. So ...
12 Q. Certainly the practice ceased in around "69/°70 you
13 think.
14 A. Around that time, yes.
15 Q. Then can I -- you make reference in paragraph 5 of your
16 witness statement about being hungry and thirsty and you
17 describe -- this is when you were very young.
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. You describe what some might find something surprising,
20 in that you got one of the cats in order to get its
21 mi k.
22 A. Yes. Well, 1 was only a kid and 1 knew you could get
23 milk from the cats, and | was thirsty. So | was trying
24 to suck the cat"s milk. Then I would -- we would stay
25 outside. You wouldn®t come back until dinner time or
Merrill Corporation www.merrillcorp.com/mls 8th Floor 165 Fleet Street

(+44) 207 404 1400 London EC4A 2DY
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2003 Disposal of loss-making soap pad business

2006 Disposal of loss-making firelighter business - £6m

2007 Disposal of Wet Ones brand - £11m

2008 Disposal of Private Label wipes manufacturing to Nice Pak - £5m &
Disposal of Enschede site & Acquisition of PLP (Easy)

Jeyes Fluid has been on the market in Britain since 1877, gaining the Royal
Warrantin 1896. Over the decades the formulation has changed, around
1922 it was basically a liquid soap containing creosote. Over the decades
leading to the 1960's the formulation was modified to replace the creosote
with tar acids (high boiling point). Since then the formulation has been
modified to make use of water as a solvent rather than oils. Obviously this is o
very basic overview of the formulation.

During the time period in question (1922 - 1995) there where very few rules or
regulations concerning the labelling or classification of product such as Jeyes
Fluid - in contrast to today.

Since 1986, when the classification and labelling regulations first came into
force for products throughout Britain and Europe, the product has carried the
required health warnings according to this legislation. Today the product is
classified and labelled as “Harmful - Harmful in contact with skin and if
swallowed. Risk of serious damage to eyes. Iritating to skin. May cause
sensitisation by skin contact™.

We have a piece of marketing from ca.1906 which states the product can be
used as a mouthwash or in the bath (diluted 1:100). The earliest label we
have dates from the 1960's and the product is clearly labelled for outdoor
uses, with no mention of use for bathing or as a mouthwash, at this point.

I have enclosed copies of the current label, the tin from the 1960's and the
marketing piece from ca. 1906.

| frust this answers your questions and assists you with your inquiry.
Please let me know if we can be of any further assistance.

Yours sincerely

Mark Tyld@éy
Chief Executive Office

Page 2 of 2
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A.

Page 46

-- sixteen years later is done in such a way as to
reflect the 1952 family home group style --

Yes.

-— and clearly that brought about a better possibility
of child care being satisfactory, but 1t is not the sort
of root and branch change that this memo was showing
here.

Showing, yes. Yes. That"s right.

Can I ask you just on that subject, because the staffing
problem on one view, depending on how the Panel assess
the evidence, didn®"t change even after the change of
structure of the homes in that boys still say they were
supervised by older boys. What 1 want to ask you iIn
very basic terms is -- leave aside the rights and wrongs
of who 1s right about who supervised who when. Was it
ever appropriate in terms of good child care for older
boys to supervise younger boys?

Absolutely not, no. In fact, that would be a recipe for
disaster.

Was it ever appropriate for ex-residents, people who had
been brought up in the home --

Uh-huh.

-— to be utilised to provide supervision for children
who at that point were being cared for in the home?

I wouldn®t have thought that was appropriate either.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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HIA 11

47. I rememberery well. | do recall an incident where he and some of
his ‘gay colleagues’ (his words not mine) sent me £500 or so when | was in the
Nazareth House in South Africa, Johannesburg. He sent that to assist me with the
work that | was doing. | recall him very fondly. Again, | do not understand why
HIA11 8§ making these allegations against me. He previously rang and spoke to me
about allegations. He told me that he recalled me beating him with a flex of a kettle.
| deny this absolutely. | did not beatnd | did not hit him with the flex of a
kettle. In fact my memory is that at the time whens in Termonbacca, we
got our hot water from a large urn which was located in the children’s kitchen and we
did not in fact have an electric kettle. We did not have electric kettles until we moved
to the temporary area where our new home in Termonbacca was been built.

48. | recallndly and do not know why this allegation has been made. As | have
previously said, | have no knowledge or information about the allegations of abuse
between the boys. | do not know how this happened but again, | would say that it is
possible that it could in fact have happened. We were understaffed and could not
physically watch all of the boys for twenty-four hours a day. None of these allegations
had surfaced until the very recent times and in particular in regard to the allegations
made to this Inquiry.

49. | note that HIA 11 efers to SND 9 | do recall SND 9 nd recall that he

visited the Home on a number of occasions. | do not recall him ever coming as a
Chaplain or to say Mass. | did not see or witness anything about his attendances or
behaviour which | would say was inappropriate. No-one has ever raised any
concerns with me about his behaviour and no-one ever suggested to me that
anything had happened which was inappropriate.

50. recal| a very pleasant young man and qualified in Belfast as a
mechanic. | recall that he took his own life and this was very sad. He left a wife and
a teenage son. | would recall him as being a well behaved child when he was at
Termonbacca.

51. 1 also recall SND 11 s a very genuine, pleasant hard working student. He
joined the RAF. He came back to Northern Ireland and went to Donegal to try to find
his mother. He did find his mother and | was extremely happy for him. He would
have come and kept me informed of what was going on in his life. It was during one
of the visits on leave from RAF that he was killed in London while crossing the street.
Again | do not recall him as being a troublesome or difficult child.

52. 1 remembere had already left Termonbacca and later got got married
and started a family. It saddened me to hear that the marriage had failed. | think that
he may have been involved with some of the paramilitary organisations during the
troubles but | cannot say that | was fully informed of anything he did. He did keep in
touch with us. | think that he is still alive and that he is living in London but | cannot
be certain.



Day 29 Open Session HIA Inquiry 30 April 2014

Page 9
1 A. Yes.
2 Q. =-- run by the congregation: . ,
3 and back to --
4 A. Yes.
5 Q. -- where you
6 A. That"s right.
7 Q. And you live there at the moment?
8 A. 1 do, yes.
9 Q. Now I want to take you back as best you can.
10 I appreciate this is 2014, but in 1958 you were years
11 of age and you arrived for the first time to
12 Termonbacca. What was that like?
13 A. It was a bit daunting perhaps, but I started -- part of
14 the instruction -- there was a sister in charge of the
15 older children.
16 Q. That was SR11?
17 A. SR11, yes, and I more or less did -- we had no staff.
18 There was just the two of us looking after all those
19 children, and 1 probably spent most of my time doing the
20 housework, you know, because we had nobody to do the
21 cleaning or laundry. 1 spent a lot of time in the
22 laundry, doing the laundry for the children and
23 getting -- 1 would get ready for their meals iIn the
24 evening when they would come back from school, get them
25 ready in the morning for their breakfast, get the -- set

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 to "74.

2 A. Yes.

3 Q. What 1 want to ask you -- we"ll break it into the two

4 parts. The first period, "58 to "60, you are in the

5 older boys® section. You gave me an answer there:

6 "Certainly not the nursery.™

7 What do you -- do you recognise the older boys*

8 section in what SND521 is describing?

9 A. Well, the children went off to school. We didn"t have
10 school In the house. They went out to school and they
11 had lots of, you know, visitors coming in. St. Vincent
12 de Paul came in on a regular basis. They had people

13 coming in to show them films.

14 Q. So there are those positive things you can point to?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. But what she®s describing is i1t would be impossible for
17 the staff to show affection to these children because of
18 the numbers. Is that something you would accept?

19 A. Maybe, yes, yes.

20 Q. And she -- her impression -- and this is why 1 want to
21 ask you if 1t was yours -- and again 1 am talking about

22

23

24

25

the period "58 to "60, when you"re working with older
boys -- as it being a place that was utterly depressing
because of the lovelessness that inevitably flowed from

so many children and so little staff, is that something

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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RESTRICTED

relation to the offence of Cruelty.

During the interview she confirmed that at the relevant time she worked with
Sistergmand Sister IIEEIECI Throughout the interview Sister

SR totally refuted the allegations in i what was alleged regarding her
or Sisterbkﬂ

and stated she never witnessed Sister
Conclusion and recommendations.

inflict any harm on any child.

describes in her statement how she was subjected to significant
sexual, emotional and physical harm whilst she was resident in Nazareth House,
Bishop Street; Londonderry. She can not positively identify the perpetrator of the -
sexual abuse. Sister%was interviewed in relation to the offerice of
cruelty, although there are no allegations of her inflicting the harm she was in a

position of responsibility and trust and its alleged she was present at the relevant
time. Sister totally refuted the allegations throughout the interview.

Sister is how deceased, a copy of her death certificate is attached to the
file, and due to Sister “health, interviews after
caution cannot be conducted, a copy of a letter received from her Doctor is
attached to the file.

ISR Gisciosed incidents involving “senior girls”, naming
EBEIE] | have considered this and it is my betief these girls were children
themselves at the relevant time and also residents in Nazareth House as ¥
explained, it is unclear what age they were as children became “seniors” from as
young as 12-to 13 years of age. Would the directing officer agree that it would not
be in the Public interest to pursue these persons with a view to prosecution for
any offences. :

In an additional statement to Police [EIANIEE stated that Sister BEAS R had

contacted her around a time 2003-2004, Sister JR¥EEN she informed [Ra¥ide
that she would report this information to Sister SaEE Sometime later Sister

S kEcontacted EIEYIEIM to inform her that the name of the Nun who
sexually abused her was named Sister ElalleM or Sister EIEE0)

On 5 January 2012 Police spoke with Sister JSla3E:Bregarding her conversation
with-ﬂﬁm she confirmed she knew [alaY USRIl but that she never
discussed LY being a victim of sexual or physical abuse. Sister RSIaJEs]

stated that she had no information concerning physical or sexual abuse occurring
in Nazareth House Bishop Street, Londonderry.

Throughout interview Sister ISRl refuted the allegations stating she
dedicated her lif caring for children, she also stated that she never witnessed
Sister or Sister | JS3EEassault any child. A PACE22
summary of this interview can be completed if requested by the directing officer.

RESTRICTED
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Page 87
1 it already, which 1s not the case.
2 Q. Just to be clear, HIA233, there are no records iIn your
3 social work records to indicate that your social worker
4 knew about the abuse or knew about the force feeding.
5 That"s not recorded anywhere at any point.
6 A. It doesn"t surprise me.
7 Q. But you say -- pardon?
8 A. It doesn"t surprise me It 1s not recorded.
9 Q. Why -- why do you say that?
10 A. Because from just speaking to you before now there"s
11 some of them notes are wrong and from what knowledge
12 I"ve gathered actually 1 had never seen my own notes.
13 Q. But you certainly dispute some of the things that are
14 recorded about you.
15 A. Yes, I do. 1 dispute some of them, not all of them, but
16 I dispute some of them.
17 Q. We have discussed the fact that you complain about being
18 force fed and you talk about in paragraph 12, if we can
19 go back to your statement at page SND-5564 -- at the
20 bottom of that page you talk about an occasion around
21 . when you were about nine years old, your brother
22 had an operation on his testicle, and while he was
23 recovering on the sofa in the living room, the carer
24 from the old people®s home was showing everyone his
25 wound .
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SND-15834

15. I remember when it was my turn to supervise the children from 8.00 — 9.00pm. |
used to sit with them in their sitting rooms. The children loved to sit on the couch
with me to show me photographs or work they had done in school or just for a chat.
| enjoyed these occasions and | have happy memories of my time there. [ iked
a chat with me before she went to bed.

16. In relation to paragraph 8 of her statement, | never saw or heard of RISl
wearing boots. In fact Sister always wore fashionable shoes and sandals. | never
heard ofkicking any child nor did | ever hear of the children who wet the
bed having to wear their underwear on their heads.

17. The incident described in paragraph 12 regardingdid not take place
after school. It happened one night before the older children went to bed. | was
supervising the bath time ofroup. | cannot remember how it started

butmas swinging off the top of the bathroom door and fooling around. | asked

her to stop, but she kept on swinging. | told her that if she did not stop | would bring

her to JESIRECIM She did not stop. When the bathing was finished | tooko

SIS \/ho was downstairs. | told what had happened. Sister

Iifted her hand to give a4 a clip on the ear butquickly moved her
head to the side to avoid hand but banged the side of her head against
a cabinet nearby. | did not see what happened next because asked me
to go upstairs. | believehas a scar on the side of her head as a result of this
incident. | was shocked as | never previously witnessed anything like this incident.

18. In regards to paragraph 19, | was living in Nazareth House, Ormeau Road, Belfast,
when this incident occurred.

1S. In regards to paragraph 20, | was not present. | had left Nazareth House Bishop
Street, Derry the previous year.

20. To discuss paragraph 35, | was totally surprised when | received this telephone call
because | had not seen or heard fromin years. The incident | admitted to
remembering was not the one whereclaimed she was hit with a brick but the
incident dealt with regarding the incident of paragraph 12 of her statement which |
have discussed.

21.1am very annoyed thattaped the telephone conversation without my
knowledge and | am wondering what rights | have on this subject. Being taken by
surprise and without time to think | am quite disturbed about the whole affair.

Life in Derry

22. In conclusion | hope | have given you some insight into how life was lived in Nazareth
House, Bishop Street, Derry from September 1972 to June 1973.
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Yes.

"1 told SR9 what had happened. SR9 lifted her hand to
give HIA169 a clip on the ear but HIA169 quickly moved
her head to the side to avoid SR9"s hand, but banged the
side of her head against a cabinet nearby. 1 did not
see what happened next, because SR9 asked me to go
upstairs. |1 believe HIA169 has a scar on the side of
her head as a result of this incident. 1 was shocked,
as | never previously witnessed anything like this
incident."

Now you have said that that is the only time that
you saw any nun strike out at a child. Is that correct?
That"s correct.

And that was the only occasion that you recall
witnessing anything that might amount to an assault on
HIA169?

Yes.

And just there i1s a taped -- a transcript of a taped
telephone conversation that you had with HIA169, and

I know, sister, from your statement you were annoyed to
find out that HIA169 had taped that conversation, and it
can be found at SND-4369 onwards.

She told you in that conversation that she was
pursuing a prosecution against SR2 -- sorry; | beg your

pardon -- SR52. She told you that she had cut her leg
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Day 8

Page 14

HIA (Banbridge) 11 February 2014
1 Q. --and that involved getting down on your knees and 1 It's been suggested that when you finished school, you
2 scrubbing the tiled floors with floor brushes. Is that 2 would have come back -- and obviously you would not have
3 correct? 3 come back straight after school if you were cleaning it
4 A. Yes, that's correct. 4 -- but once you got out of school, were you allowed to
5 Q. Yousay if it wasn't done to a certain standard, you got 5 play in the playground until 5 o'clock when you were
6 beaten. By whom? 6 called in?
7 A. The seniors. 7 A. That -- that was again at a later stage again when
8 Q. And you say sometimes you were hit once. Other times 8 things started to change in the '70s, you know. We were
9 you got quite a few slaps, and you say the face and head 9 then allowed to go outside and play, but up until that,
10 were the favourite places to smack you, and you worked | 10 you know -- I'm talking about 6 and 7 -- we were
11 in the toilets up until the age of 16. 11 responsible for cleaning the classroom, so we were.
12 A. Yes, that's correct. 12 Q. Now can | ask about what special occasions were like in
13 Q. Butagain you don't remember any of the names of these |13 the home? You do talk at paragraph 29 about Christmas
14 girls. 14 and you say:
15 A. No, no, no. 15 "The only time the nuns were really nice was at
16 Q. And if you finished your chore of cleaning the toilets, 16 Christmas time. We always had a big concert. The nuns
17 at paragraph 11 you go on to say you would have then 17 would have put a party on for us and they were nice.
18 gone up to the dormitory to help other girls who were 18 The nuns could actually be nice, but that lasted only
19 your age polish the floors. 19 a short time."
20 A. Yes, that's correct, yes. 20 What are your recollections of Christmas in the
21 Q. And you say that you were -- you say: 21 home?
22 "They used to put us down in a straight row and 22 A. Well, Christmas was lovely. It was. There was just
23 polish left to right and that's the way they told you to 23 a lovely atmosphere in the home and the nuns were
24 clean.” 24 smiling and happy and they seemed to be nicer, a lot
25 Who are "they" that you're talking about, HIA105? 25 nicer to us at that -- at that time, you know.
Page 13 Page 15
1 A. Well, one person would have been -- SND109 was one of | 1 Q. Do you ever remember getting any presents at Christmas?
2 the main -- she was the main senior, you know. She was 2 A. ldo,yes, yes. We got the one present, so we did.
3 just the nun's favourite girl and was left to do a lot 3 Q. Can you give examples of what you might have got?
4 of things on her own in her own way and was allowed to. 4 A. Well, I can always remember one present | got was Snakes
5 Q. You describe this girl as being strict and quite wicked 5 & Ladders and then on another -- another occasion --
6 -- 6 a selection box as well, and then on another occasion
7 A Yes. 7 getting a nightgown and again a selection box, so | do.
8 Q. -- and that's -- she was the only older girl that you 8 Q. And what about Hallowe'en? Do you have any
9 have actually named. Is that correct? 9 recollections of Hallowe'en?
10 A. Yes. That's the only one that I can really remember. 10 A. Well, again they held a party for Hallowe'en, so they
11 Q. In paragraph 22 of your statement you say that in 11 did, and there were fireworks and | was absolutely
12 addition to the chores that you had to do in the home 12 petrified of them. You know, | would just hide out of
13 you were also expected to clean the primary school. 13 the road, but there was a party for Hallowe'en.
14 A. Yes, after school when I was in primary school we then |14 Q. Inyour statement you talk about occasions when you were
15 had to clean the classroom, you know, and that would be | 15 ill and you talk at paragraph 27 about an occasion when
16 to dust it and to sweep the floor and polish it, and 16 you were very sick. Can you recollect what was wrong
17 that was part of our job every day after school as soon 17 with you?
18 as school was over. 18 A. Itwas my throat and I had a fever as well too and they
19 Q. And you remember doing this with another girl. 19 had -- | think it was unheard of them sending for
20 A. Yes. 20 a doctor, and a doctor came in to see me and | just
21 Q. She was another home girl, was she? 21 remember SR9 bringing me up hot cups of Ribena and
22 A. She was, yes. 22 | used to have medication as well, too as well. | had
23 Q. And one of the nuns would have then inspected your work. |23 to take these big capsules.
24 A. That's correct, yes. 24 Q. But you remember this particular nun being kind to you
25 Q. Now can I just ask about daily routine in the home? 25 during your illness?
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HIA (Banbridge) 11 February 2014

1 1 was very distressed that morning, because I couldn't 1 itching, and we had head lice.

2 find it. She was wearing it at breakfast. So 2 Q. That's a subject | will come on to shortly. Can I ask

3 I challenged her that was my medal and | want it back. 3 you: you were living in the dorm --

4 She called me a liar. Then she started to -- | couldn't 4 A Yes.

5 eat my food I was so distressed, even though I was 5 Q. --onthe first floor. What was on the second floor

6 starving -- | was very, very hungry and cold all the 6 then?

7 time 1 was there -- but I was so distressed about this 7 A. There was the nursery and my younger siblings were in

8 medal. 8 the nursery.

9 So she held me down and got other girls and the nun 9 Q. I'll come on to that with you shortly. Who seemed to be
10 came and held me down and they pinched my nose and they |10 in charge of what was happening on the first floor, what
11 force fed this -- I was choking. | was absolutely 11 was happening on the second floor, what was happening on
12 terrified. So -- so | never got my medal and she got to 12 the ground floor? To you who seemed to be in charge?

13 keep it. I got to see it every morning, her wearing it. 13 A It just seemed to be the older girls were in charge and

14 It was very difficult and | was punished for just asking 14 they were quite brutal. They didn't seem to be -- you

15 for my property back. 15 know, they seemed to be allowed to do anything, and

16 Q. Now you -- | was asking you earlier, but can you 16 I did once report their behaviour to a nun, because

17 confirm -- can you remember what the nun who was 17 | was being so badly -- | was being very badly beaten

18 involved in that looked like? 18 because I was trying to get up into the nursery and

19 A lcan't. |think I spent my life trying not to -- I try 19 | was being beaten down. | did manage to sneak past on

20 to suppress these memories, because they kept coming 20 one occasion, but it was very, very difficult. | gave

21 into my mind and | found they were just making me crazy. 21 up in the end it became so difficult, but I did go to

22 I couldn't resolve it. So I determined to just shut it 22 a nun and complain that | was being beaten by these

23 down and try to move on with my life. So I -- I think 23 older girls and | was told to go away and stop telling

24 at the time | just wanted -- when | got out of there, 24 tales.

25 I just wanted to forget the place. It was like a living 25 Q. Now you say in paragraph 7 -- you describe the older
Page 57 Page 59

1 nightmare, and | just didn't want to have to -- tried 1 girls in charge:

2 not to -- I didn't want it to be real. | just wanted to 2 "... who bullied and abused us physically, mentally

3 shut it out. So I can't remember -- | can't even 3 and spiritually on a daily basis."

4 remember names or anything. 4 Is there anything more you want to say about that?

5 Q. I'wantto ask you about Bishop Street itself. You were 5 When you say they physically and mentally abused you,

6 living on the first floor in Bishop Street. Is that 6 how?

7 right? 7 A. Well, they would just punch at random. When we were

8 A. Yes. 8 queuing up for our breakfast or anything, I used to get

9 Q. And can you describe was it small rooms, large rooms? 9 punched in the back and just beaten up. At one time
10 What form did the accommodation take? 10 I tried to defend myself, but in the end I just became
11  A. Itseemed quite large to me, maybe because | was 11 resigned to the abuse and just let it happen, because it
12 a child, but we had a very large dormitory with lots of 12 was pointless to do anything, even to cry. You were
13 beds in it, and downstairs, you know, there seemed to be |13 beaten more if you cried. So you had to totally shut
14 large rooms. There was a place where we were taught, |14 down to survive.

15 and there was a big concrete kind of courtyard for 15 They kind of instilled in you like a punishing God.

16 playing in. It just always smelt of carbolic soap and 16 Everything -- | remember making a comment about

17 always very, very cold, freezing, freezing cold all the 17 something quite innocent in the wash-room. | said, "If

18 time. | always remember just being very hungry and 18 you don't wash under your arms, hair will grow there™.

19 very, very cold, and | did notice that | got Raynaud's 19 That's what I believed as a child. | remember being, my

20 Disease. | didn't know what it was at the time, but 20 mouth was washed out with soap and water and | was told

21 I~learned. You know, my fingers would just look like 21 I was evil and bad and | shouldn't, you know, be talking

22 they were dead, and I don't know if it was because of 22 dirty, and | wasn't aware that it was. So it was always

23 the consequences of being there, but there didn't seem 23 kind of random attacks, and | got to the point where

24 to be any stimulation. We just used to pick nits out of 24 I was afraid to say anything. | became quite withdrawn

25 each other's hair. We had scabies. So we were always 25 and quiet, because anything would trigger -- I tried to
Page 58 Page 60
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A.

Q-

You were then taken to Nazareth House

Yes.
-— and there i1s only one -- you liked your time there.

Yes.

You liked Nazareth House, and there®s only one complaint

that you have to make about your time there, which you
describe at paragraph 18. You were only there for

a short period of time. Isn"t that correct?

Yes.

You say there was one occasion when you wanted to go to
the corner shop nearby and stand with boys and girls
round the same age. You were stopped at the front door
by a particular nun whom you name and she wouldn®t let
you out. You say she pinned your arms up your back and
said, "Are you going whoring?"

Yes.

You didn®"t even know what the word meant.

Yes.

You believe that she has since left the Order and may,
I

Yes.

You were told that by another younger sister who was iIn
the home after you.

Yes.

But apart from that one incident Nazareth House itself

Page 31
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Day 8

HIA (Banbridge) 11 February 2014
1 good memories of your placement with these people. 1 changes, you were still made to feel worthless.
2 A. Yes, wonderful. 2 A. Yes. They still made you feel very unwanted, worthless,
3 Q. And apart from those good memories you describe some | 3 no sense of belonging and *'Just be grateful that you're
4 other -- I mean, you have already described in your 4 here", you know, just -- and sometimes you felt -- they
5 evidence this morning some positive things about your 5 made you feel dirty, you know, just by things they would
6 time in care, about the choir and the band and 6 say to you, you know; made you feel very worthless.
7 Christmas. 7 Q. Canyou give an example at all, HIA105, of what kind of
8 A. Yes. 8 things they might have said to you that made you feel
9 Q. You also talk about a senior girl who you do remember 9 that way?
10 being good to you called -- well, you give her name in 10 A. Well, the example -- one example we talked about there
11 paragraph 12. You say that she took you shopping and 11 was about the pants, and then about you as a person,
12 bought you an ice lolly -- 12 an individual person, should it be your education, your
13 A. Yes, yes. 13 brain, you know, that you were really stupid, very
14 Q. -- and that was an incident of kindness that you 14 stupid, you know. It wasn't just a light remark. It
15 recollect. 15 was a meant -- it was meant to -- to hurt you, you know.
16 A. Yes, yes. 16 Q. Could I ask what preparation there was for you leaving
17 Q. You also talk about having good teachers at the primary |17 care?
18 school -- 18 A. None whatsoever. | had one hour's notice to say to get
19 A. Yes. 19 my things together, that | was leaving and going to my
20 Q. --and being kind. 20 mother.
21 Now you do say and you have indicated that there 21 Q. And what did you do when you were told this?
22 were big changes went on in Nazareth House in the early |22  A. | ran into the bathroom and I locked myself in, because
23 '70s, and you talk about this in paragraph 30 of your 23 I didn't want to leave my friends and truthfully
24 statement, if | can just take you to that. 24 I didn't want to go to my mother either, because | don't
25 You say you never really became a senior and the 25 think my mother wanted me, you know.
Page 37 Page 39
1 term seemed to die out, and that the home went through 1 Q. She hadn't visited you very often when you were --
2 big changes when you were about 11 or 12. Dormitories 2 A. No, no, no. She had only ever been up in the convent to
3 were done away with and they were made into flats. 3 see me about three times.
4 There were roughly about 20 girls in each flat. You 4 Q. Soinany event you were -- did you go to live with your
5 were in a group that was supervised by one of the nuns. 5 mother in Belfast?
6 The seniors as a term disappeared and you say the 6 A. Yes.
7 beatings stopped. 7 Q. You weren't there for very long. Is that correct?
8 A. Yes. 8 A. Avery short time.
9 Q. So this is beatings by the senior girls? 9 Q. You then moved to live with an aunt. Your mother took
10 A. That's correct, yes. 10 you to live with an aunt.
11 Q. And how did the nuns behave after this time? 11 A. That's correct, yes.
12 A. Well, there was no beatings. | don't recall any 12 Q. And that didn't work out either.
13 beatings then at that stage. | think it changed as 13 A. No, no.
14 well. 14 Q. Sois it correct that you did go -- at this stage the
15 Q. You also say the layout changed and you got proper beds |15 family that you had spent your summers with were now
16 and there were carpet on the floors -- 16 living in England.
17 A. Yes. 17 A. That's correct, yes.
18 Q. -- wallpaper, curtains -- 18 Q. And they took you for the summer.
19 A. Yes. 19 A. Yes.
20 Q. -- and there was no more floor polishing. You didn't 20 Q. Andyou were what age? About 16 at this stage?
21 have to get down on your hands and knees. Youstillhad |21 A. Yes, | was, yes.
22 a chore of cleaning the bathrooms, but you could use 22 Q. And isit correct that you just stayed on with them and
23 a mop instead of a scrubbing brush. 23 didn't come back?
24 A. Scrubbing brush, yes. 24 A. 1didn't come back. I stayed with them, so I did.
25 Q. Atthe end of that paragraph you say despite these 25 Q. And they effectively became your family.
Page 38 Page 40
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Day 8 HIA (Banbridge) 11 February 2014

1 outsiders, no. 1 be beaten, I could not prevent myself from vomiting all
2 Q. When you say "any outsiders", did you ever see any 2 over the table. Instead of helping me the civilian
3 senior nuns visit the home? 3 worker started beating me about the head and screaming
4 A. No, no. 4 at me for making a mess. She then spooned all the vomit
5 Q. And -- or do you recall anybody else visiting, any 5 back into the bowl and insisted that | eat the vomit
6 charities or priests or anyone at all? 6 otherwise I would not be allowed to leave the table.”
7 A. You mean like people inspecting the institution? 7 Sorry, HIA179. Are you okay? HIA179, at any time
8 Q. Well, either that or just people who were coming to 8 if you feel you need to take a break, please just say
9 visit generally. 9 and we can take a short break if you'd like to do that.
10 A. No, I don't recall any visitors. 10 A. No. I'msorry. That's correct. That's what happened.
11 Q. Well, HIA179, if | can take to you some specific 11 Q. Are you happy to continue, HIA179?
12 allegations that you make, at paragraph 4 when you 12 If I can just continue, you talk about how you were
13 talked about the clothing, you do say that -- | think we 13 kept behind and that you felt very traumatised by this
14 have dealt with this already, where you say that you 14 experience. As a result you haven't -- | am sorry,
15 were prevented from complaining to anyone by the nuns -- | 15 HIA179. Are you sure you don't want to take a short
16  A. Yes. 16 break?
17 Q. --and at paragraph 5 you continue to say that. You say 17 A. No. Let's continue, please.
18 that: 18 Q. Well, you say that you haven't been able to eat porridge
19 "The nuns prevented us from complaining or even 19 and you still struggle with taking time off work,
20 rebelling by using psychological and physical abuse on 20 because you feel guilty for being ill.
21 a daily basis. | was beaten by the nuns and civilian 21 A. Correct. Thisis still with me today, that | feel the
22 staff. | was pushed and hit. | was hit sometimes by 22 guilt.
23 their hands or by a ruler on the hands and legs. 23 Q. | appreciate this is very difficult for you, HIA179. So
24 Although | was very young, | remember them using 24 please don't feel you have to continue. We can take
25 humiliation, shame and guilt to keep us submissive. 25 a short break. You are not inconveniencing us in any
Page 105 Page 107
1 They called us 'stupid’ and 'dirty" and belittled the 1 way. So please just take your time if you think you
2 children. The nuns and staff never showed us any 2 need it.
3 warmth." 3 A. lwill beall right. Thank you.
4 HIA179, is that your recollection of what it was 4 Q. If1goon, paragraph 10, HIA179, you talk about
5 like in Nazareth House at that time? 5 witnessing what you describe as the vicious beating of
6 A. That's correct, except for one nun was kind and would 6 another girl by one of the nuns. You were in the
7 help me sometimes to allow me to enter the convent when | 7 toilets one day washing your hands when suddenly another
8 it was cold and warm my hands on the radiator. All the 8 girl came in with a nun at her heels. You don't know
9 other ones were very, very cold. | think they were 9 either the name of the nun or of the girl, but you say
10 emotionally handicapped. They weren't equipped to look |10 when she was cornered, the nun started beating her with
11 after children. It was something that they did. It 11 a very thick stick from head to foot. You say she was
12 seemed to be a burden for them. 12 beaten so badly that she was covered in blood and she
13 Q. You do go on to say that in your statement. You have 13 was screaming and wailing like an animal in distress,
14 already described being left in the cold and how you 14 but no-one came to help her, including yourself. You go
15 believe you developed bronchitis because of that. 15 on to describe how you felt guilty for not helping this
16 Can | also take you now to paragraph 9 where you say 16 other child. Is that correct, HIA179?
17 there are two specific experiences that you recollect? 17 A. Yes. | feltreally guilty. Today I can't even believe
18 The first concerns food. You say -- 18 there is any kind of justice. | just feel so bad
19 A, Yes. 19 because of that traumatic experience when | was so
20 Q. --"One morning | had nausea and refused to eat the 20 young. | feel guilty because | didn't help her. 1 just
21 usual breakfast, which consisted of porridge. The 21 felt powerless.
22 civilian worker refused to believe | was ill and she 22 Q. HIAL79, you did speak about one nun who let you in to
23 said to me, "You will eat'. Then she force fed me the 23 warm your hands, and was there anything else apart from
24 breakfast", and you say, "All the children at my 24 that one person who you feel were positive or anyone or
25 table witnessed this. Although I was terrified | would 25 anything that you recollect about your time there that
Page 106 Page 108
27 (Pages 105 to 108)
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Page 75

Yes. We had a dual role.

Can 1 just ask what your role in looking after the
children in the home entailed?

Well, 1t entailed really that one of us really would
have got the children up in the morning, made sure they
were dressed and made their beds and brought them down
to breakfast, and then the second sister would have
taken them into the dining room and served the breakfast
and supervised i1t, and the third sister then would have
taken over and got the children -- got their hairs done
and got them ready for school and saw them -- some of
the children went out to different schools, the
secondary schools, and would have stayed then with the
primary school children until it was time to bring them
to school.

Then after school my first duty really was to take
the boys, the Termonbacca boys, up to the buses, because
at that time the troubles started really shortly after
I went to Derry, and 1 used to take them up as far as
Abercorn Road, put them on the bus to go back to
Termonbacca. 1 came back down and then 1 would have
gone to the playground to organise the games and
whatever the children were doing at that stage up until
5 o"clock, when usually 1t was SR9 took them to tea

then, and then SR59 would have taken over about 6.30
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Q.

Page 76

time, and we would have gone to prayer and also to
an evening meal and come back, and then it was homework
time, and the younger children then would have been
taken upstairs to get them ready for bed, and the older
children then would have -- they always had more
homework. So -- and they got watching a little
television, and then 1t was time for them to be brought
upstairs to prepare for bed.
Can 1 just confirm there was yourself, SR59 and SR9?
Uh-huh.
There were other nuns iIn the convent. Isn"t that
correct?
Yes, but they didn"t work directly with the children.
SR18, who is going to give evidence after you --
Uh-huh.
-- she said she was there for a short period between "72
and "73.
She was, yes.
She would have helped out with some of those duties. s
that correct?
Yes. If they were also attached to the school, yes.

SR 30 did too and also but they
were only there really for about a year at the time or
two years.

So any teacher who was assigned to teach in the school
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would have --

Would have helped out.

-- helped out. Were there any civilian staff there
during the period you were there?

Not during the period 1 was there, no.

And can you say how many children would have been in
Nazareth House in those years approximately?

Well, 1 think around about 60, but when we got the
family groups in in the "70s, there would have been
about 14, 15 i1n each of the family groups.

I will come on to how things changed over your time
there.

Yes.

But what age group are we talking about?

Well, the youngest really -- when the nursery closed,
the youngest would have been really two and a half right
up to 19.

Now you have talked about SR59 and SR9 --

Uh-huh.

-— and their names also show iIn the register, if I can
just pull these pages up. In fact, SR59 can be found at
SND-17187 and she i1s there described as ""SR59". You
will see she was professed In 1954 and came to Derry in
1960. So she would have been there a good seven years

before yourself.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Nazareth House

169-175 Hammersmith Road
Hammersmith, London W6 8DB

Dear Sister Anna Maria

Thank you for your letter received. | will try to help you as much as 1 d

SND-17181

23 July 2013

an.

| went to Derry in 1968 or 1969 to do the ity collecting with Sister ISRICZEN it was
during this time that the troubles started in Derry. Times were tough in{Derry. | was
expected to go and help make beds in the two dormitories, also to clegn the bathrooms,

and sweep and mop the dormitories before | went out.

I lived in fear of the Superior who was quite hard, never bid us the ti
we had had a good day at the collecting when we came in. When | ¢
collecting | had to get the refectory ready for supper. Once you had a
were a great Sister of Nazareth.

In Derry | did witness a Sister being hard on the children. Sister woulg

face while she was make a pot of tea. | did report this to a senior Sistér

m;nof day or ask us if

e home from the

blue apron on you

crack the children

on their heads with a set of keys. | also witnessed a Sister slap a dusafie lady across the

I left Derry in 1971 to do the Baby training in Finchley. After | complet
changed to Fahan to the babies where | worked with Sister i

there.

d my training | was

enjoyed my work

In 1974 | was changed to Portadown to work with the toddlers. | navelusaw the outside of

the gate of that house. The community room was always locked, so it
your employment! The Superior was quite strict.

In 1977 | was changed back to Derry to do the city collecting with Sist
We had another hard Superior! We came home one evening to be tol
had been changed; there were no tears shed! We got a Ioveiy Superig
compassion, with time to talk to us.

as the church or

N SR 165

that the Superior

r, full of

In Derry | did the laundry in the morning and also when the i%rls came home from school. |

was house mother to the group, fixing their tea etc. Sister
in charge on the second floor. They were nice children and did not givé

was over all
any trouble.

In 1980 | worked in the Baby Home, St Joseph with Sister [JJJJll] and hiso helped Sister

SIaN:Z@ ith a group of children for a short time.
| was sent back to Derry for a short time to work with the elderly in St G

SIS \as the Superior,

liver's Wing. Sister

Sister | am not sure of all the dates are exact. | hope this information wjll be of some use to

you.
Please let me know if | can be of any more assistance
God bless

Love,

Stey SR 147
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Page 77

would have --

Would have helped out.

-- helped out. Were there any civilian staff there
during the period you were there?

Not during the period 1 was there, no.

And can you say how many children would have been in
Nazareth House in those years approximately?

Well, 1 think around about 60, but when we got the
family groups in in the "70s, there would have been
about 14, 15 i1n each of the family groups.

I will come on to how things changed over your time
there.

Yes.

But what age group are we talking about?

Well, the youngest really -- when the nursery closed,
the youngest would have been really two and a half right
up to 19.

Now you have talked about SR59 and SR9 --

Uh-huh.

-— and their names also show iIn the register, if I can
just pull these pages up. In fact, SR59 can be found at
SND-17187 and she i1s there described as ""SR59". You
will see she was professed In 1954 and came to Derry in
1960. So she would have been there a good seven years

before yourself.
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Page 130
just, as SR52 said, being set up. They didn"t have the

bathrooms, the dining rooms, but then when 1 came back
in "77, 1t was all set up as three separate units, and
the unit I had was four bedrooms and the single -- four
three-bedded bedroom and a single room, which was --

So twelve children --

-- twelve children.

-- you were looking after.

They had their own bathrooms and dining rooms and
kitchens. It was really a flat.

And were there employees?

No, not at that time. So when I went there, | got

a lady to work from 4 o"clock i1n the afternoon to

9 o"clock. So she saw the children back from school and
did their homeworks and got their tea and got the young
ones ready for bed, and then 1 would have been there to
put the older ones to bed when she left after 9.00.

By the time you left in 1985 what was the position with
regard to employed staff in the home?

Yes. When 1 left then in "85, it was set up as needs
for the children. They had social workers. They had
housemothers who were qualified social workers and the
quota of staff for the children.

So in that period between "77 and "85 there were major

changes --

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 131

Yes.

-— with regard to the childcare facilities, 1f | can put

it that way --
Yes.
-— In terms of staffing? Just going back to 1972, SR9
was in charge then.
Yes.
In 1977 was she still there?
No. She had left and SR59 was iIn charge.
That"s SR59?
SR59.
You say she was in charge. She became principal of the
school as well as in charge of the childcare. She
effectively took over from SR9?
That"s correct, yes.
Some of the questions | have asked SR52 just I am sure
you will agree with a lot of what she has -- evidence
she has given, but just some people®s memories can be
different.

Apart from the teacher training that you received
did you ever receive any qualifications in childcare?
No.
And did your teacher training involve any childcare

elements?

Yes. A big part of it would have been child development

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 68
relation to that i1s that he had said that it was

the policy for children who didn®"t have contact with
home that they would be encouraged to visit the homes of
their key workers to create some normality. SR142 --
that was In SR142°s --

Just let me bring that up so you can ground what you are
saying. |If we bring up SND-15231. The Inquiry Panel
saw this document yesterday. It is part of SR142"s
undated police statement In part -- as part of the 1996
investigation that the police conducted into HIA127"s
investigation into his allegations. | think the portion
that you are talking about is halfway down:

"The practice approved by social workers at regular
reviews was that where a child, such as in this case
HIA127, could not go home on visits or receive Visits
from his family, then the key worker was encouraged to
take that child to his or her home so that the child
could experience a stable home environment. All such
visits out were logged in the appropriate record book
and that record book along with other relevant documents
could form the documentary basis of the periodic case
conference conducted by social workers on each child.”
In my experience that was not the case. You did not --
it was not policy or practice that you would actually

seek to have a child visit a key worker"s home 1f they

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 69
didn"t have contact with their family, and I -- the

young person that 1 worked with in Nazareth in 1991,
SND38 was her key worker. She did not have contact with
her family and there never was any suggestion that she
would go to -- but what 1 did was | contacted our
Assistant Director yesterday, who was a Senior Social
Worker during the late "80s and early "90s, and

I contacted TL4 to make sure, because | wanted to make
sure that -- maybe | wasn®"t aware of it or 1f It was
something -- and, you know, they both confirmed to me
that that would not have been practice. That wouldn®t
have been considered to be. Just that"s not what you
woulld have done.

What I want to do -- just in order to be fair to
everyone there is a document that we looked at yesterday
from November "89, which is a review meeting which does
record that HIA127, for instance, was visiting SND38"s
home and that was a review that obviously the Senior
Social Worker was chairing.

That"s correct.

The minute certainly does not suggest that there was any
unhappiness about the fact that was taking place.

No. That minute would suggest -- 1 mean, not only that
I know that we knew that she was visiting. My issue 1Is

that was not normal practice. That was an exception,

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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" to come home in time, his tendancy to give cheeky answers when challen

SND-5450

Boarded-Out Review - HIA 127

cont'd.

own children. There were some initial difficulties BHIA 127 eluctance

to lie. However, these difficulties have been confronted b and
and have lessened considerably. notes that as become
noticeably more relaxed and confident in recent weeks, and less defensive. The
other major problem came when the iscovered that he had been making
telephone calls on one of the 'sex lines' which are commonly advertised. When
challenged he immediately admitted that he had made the calls. His admission

had been very encouraging to both foster-parents. Arrangements have been made
SND 45, SND 46

for the o be compensated for the costs.

The review discussed |gllal¥44 pbackeground, and his previous experience in foster-
care, in some detail. SND 46 # very keen that he should be able to
maintain active contact with his brother and sister, and is prepared to
facilitate this as much as possible. She expresses some concern, however, about
contact with [gllaN¥¥hother - because of her (‘;i’ﬁ;gorig“iﬁt*e'néy._}-‘: in the past, and
bécause of the real fear that her motive in contacting the foster-home directly
would be destructive.  Both these fears are substantiated bv this department's
experience of SND 362 Should she turn up,nd Mhould
immediately contact the Social Services Department (including the emergency
service). In principle, [EEINIDICIVANhould arrange any access visits through

negotiation with Winnie McGirr.

The issue which is caugipe the oreatest problem formnd SND 46 ht
present is the role of SND 38 HIA 127 puseparent fron' Nazareth House, inb
the management of the placement. SINIDRCIS I 1.0se relationship with Wis

a positive and important one, is.managing a behavicur mod frinakdion, programme, = toll
involving the use of a detaj daily, file. Whilst the ’ alue
ommitment to and to the placement, they feel that it is too

intensive, that they were not fully consulted about setting it up, and that it
represents something of an intrusion into the routines of their home./ It was
established course of the review that this form of support was not
planned wheanas discharged from residential care, and that Winnie McGirr

should discuss the issue directly with SNl ich a view to (a) appraising
him of the waynd mre feeling (b) reducing the extent of his

involvement.

11, thj nt, though still in its very early stages, has settled well.

nd ave been able to negotiateMnitial phase of testing
them out, with tolerance and patience, and he is beginning to respond by
gradually learning to adapt to them, and to the routines of their family. They
are very pleased with the progress to date, and have been able to use the support
of their Social Worker.very effectively.

RECOMMENDATTONS

There are no access arrangements for SND 362 The onus is on SND 362

to contact Social Services if she wishes to arrange to see her son. The foster-
parents contact Social Services immediately if she makes any attempt to
contact irectly.

Contact betwaen 127: mew his family should be made as approriate,

through consultation between the Social Worker and the foster-parents.

Social Worker to contact SND 38 lirectly, in order to resolve the problems
arising from the intensity of her continued support to HIA 127

Date: 19.10.90. Sigend. .
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HIA REF;
Witness Name:

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 — 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF SISTER BRENDA MCCALL

1. This witness statement is written in response to a specific letter dated Wednesday 5"
February in regard to the Children and Young Persons (Voluntary Homes) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1952 and the Children and Young Persons (Voluntary Homes) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1975.

2. Inregard to the above named | have spoken with the archivists within the congregation and
have also spoken to Senior Sisters including the Mother General and other Sisters who were
both in Belfast and Derry during the period.

3. Asfar as | can identify no single person was appointed to visit either Termonbacca or Bishop
Street in either of the Belfast Houses and it would appear that monthly investigations were
not carried out in accordance with the legislation. The Superior of each house would have
been responsible for the conduct and running of the house. That responsibility would have
covered all duties within the house, care for the children and the elderly, the spiritual and
phyéical wellbeing of all residents including the Sisters. The Superior of each house would
have acted in the best interests of all under her control to the best of her ability.

4. The memory of Sisters generally, not specifically of Termonbacca, Bishop Street, Nazareth
House or Nazareth Lodge would have been of a Superior carrying out a daily visit to all areas
of the Home. This would have involved the Superior speaking to and visiting the convent
area and the Sisters involved there, laundry, kitchens, childrens and elderly care areas within
the houses. There would not necessarily have been any record of that save for mentions
which may have arisen in Council Books or Reports which would have gone to the general
chapter. | believe copies of the relevant Council Books, foundation books and general
chapters have now been copied and will be forwarded to the Inquiry if they have not
already.

5. A Superior was appointed to each house by the Mother General and the General Council for
a set period of time.
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Nazareth House

169-175 Hammersmith Road
Hammersmith, London W6 8DB

Dear Sister Anna Maria

Thank you for your letter received. | will try to help you as much as 1 d

SND-17181

23 July 2013

an.

| went to Derry in 1968 or 1969 to do the ity collecting with Sister ISRICZEN it was
during this time that the troubles started in Derry. Times were tough in{Derry. | was
expected to go and help make beds in the two dormitories, also to clegn the bathrooms,

and sweep and mop the dormitories before | went out.

I lived in fear of the Superior who was quite hard, never bid us the ti
we had had a good day at the collecting when we came in. When | ¢
collecting | had to get the refectory ready for supper. Once you had a
were a great Sister of Nazareth.

In Derry | did witness a Sister being hard on the children. Sister woulg

face while she was make a pot of tea. | did report this to a senior Sistér

m;nof day or ask us if

e home from the

blue apron on you

crack the children

on their heads with a set of keys. | also witnessed a Sister slap a dusafie lady across the

I left Derry in 1971 to do the Baby training in Finchley. After | complet
changed to Fahan to the babies where | worked with Sister i

there.

d my training | was

enjoyed my work

In 1974 | was changed to Portadown to work with the toddlers. | navelusaw the outside of

the gate of that house. The community room was always locked, so it
your employment! The Superior was quite strict.

In 1977 | was changed back to Derry to do the city collecting with Sist
We had another hard Superior! We came home one evening to be tol
had been changed; there were no tears shed! We got a Ioveiy Superig
compassion, with time to talk to us.

as the church or

N SR 165

that the Superior

r, full of

In Derry | did the laundry in the morning and also when the i%rls came home from school. |

was house mother to the group, fixing their tea etc. Sister
in charge on the second floor. They were nice children and did not givé

was over all
any trouble.

In 1980 | worked in the Baby Home, St Joseph with Sister [JJJJll] and hiso helped Sister

SIaN:Z@ ith a group of children for a short time.
| was sent back to Derry for a short time to work with the elderly in St G

SIS \as the Superior,

liver's Wing. Sister

Sister | am not sure of all the dates are exact. | hope this information wjll be of some use to

you.
Please let me know if | can be of any more assistance
God bless

Love,

Stey SR 147
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HIA (Banbridge) 10 February 2014
1 my stomach. So I said I couldn't do PE, but she didsee | 1 Q. She told you not to turn the lights on and you don't
2 my legs being black and blue. 1 tried to cover them up 2 know how long you were made to stand there.
3 but she seen them. She said, ""Do you want to talk?" 3 A. That's correct, yes.
4 and I says, ""No, because if I say anything, | will get 4 Q. You had to go to the bathroom in the dark. You believe
5 killed™. 5 that this was a punishment for having answered her back
6 Q. So the teacher noticed this -- 6 or having done something which she thought was wrong.
7 A. Shedid, yes. 7 A. That's correct, yes.
8 Q. -- and offered you the opportunity to explain what had 8 Q. But were you ever given an explanation for it?
9 happened -- 9 A. No,no.
10 A. Yes,yes. 10 Q. The same nun on another occasion made you and another
11 Q. -- but you were too frightened to. 11 girl wash most of the clothes by hand when the washing
12 A. Yes. 12 machine broke down.
13 Q. Isthat correct? 13 A. That's correct, yes.
14 A. Yes, that's correct. 14 Q. You say that you were always picked to do this.
15 Q. You talk about another time whenever an older girl had 15 A. Iseemed to me | was, yes. | don't know why.
16 given you and some other girls cigarettes at 16 Q. Did the washing machine break down often?
17 paragraph 20. 17  A. It broke down a few times it seemed to me. We had to
18 A. That's correct, yes. 18 wash the jumpers, underwear, whatever was there. We
19 Q. The nun found out that you smoked and she lined you all |19 done what we can by hand, me and another girl, and our
20 up in the corridor and asked who the cigarettes belonged 20 hands were raw, raw, and as soon as the washing machine
21 to. The other girls said that they were yours. 21 was fixed she didn't say, "Thank you™ or nothing. She
22 A. That's correct, yes. 22 said, "That's it". She said, ""The machine is fixed".
23 Q. She then grabbed you, pushed you into the music room, 23 Q. You talk about religion playing a large part of life in
24 banged you off the piano stool and kept thumping you on |24 the home --
25 the back. 25 A. That's correct, yes.
Page 25 Page 27
1 A. That's correct, yes. 1 Q. --which is perhaps understandable, given that it was
2 Q. You say at this stage you had realised she enjoyed it 2 run by a religious organisation, but you talk about
3 when you cried, so you didn't cry. 3 a particular instance where you were all at Benediction
4 A. That's correct yes. 4 in the church and you heard screaming from outside the
5 Q. She then said "There's no point hitting you™ and 5 church.
6 stopped. 6 A. That's correct, yes. We were waiting for the
7 A. That's correct, yes. 7 Benediction to start. We were all sitting in the church
8 Q. After this she didn't -- she might have called you 8 and the head nun was outside with another girl and all
9 "Smoker" or by your surname. 9 we heard -- she was hitting her anyway. She kept -- the
10 A. That's right, yes. 10 girl kept screaming and screaming. It got louder and
11 Q. Butshe never used your first name? 11 louder, and I couldn’t stick it, and I was getting up
12 A. No, she never did. 12 and the other nun says, *"You sit down", and Reverend
13 Q. I'mean, do you say that was a result of this incident or 13 Mother -- sorry -- Reverend Mother came in and, **What is
14 did she -- 14 going on?" she says. The head nun says, ""She was
15 A. No, she was always like that to me. I don't know why, |15 being -- answering me back", and the Reverend Mother
16 but she was very cold, and she just didn't call my first | 16 says, ""You never do that outside the church. Don't do
17 name. She always called my last name. Then when she | 17 that outside the church™.
18 found out | smoked, she just kept walking past me and |18 Q. And you could hear this conversation --
19 said, ""Smoke". So that was it. 19 A. Hear all this, yes.
20 Q. Yougoon in paragraph 21 to describe an evening where |20 Q. --taking place?
21 the same nun made you all stand in the corridor in the 21 A. That's correct, yes.
22 dark in your nightdresses. 22 Q. You talk about another nun at paragraph 24, and you say
23 A. That's correct. 23 that she had a habit of pinching you --
24 Q. You were barefoot and it was freezing cold. 24 A. Yes.
25 A. Uh-huh. 25 Q. --and hitting you across the head with keys.
Page 26 Page 28
7 (Pages 25 to 28)
Merrill Corporation www.merrillcorp.com/mls 8th Floor 165 Fleet Street
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SND-13948

December, “We had a visit from Miss Hill, Stormont. She is very pleased with all the
work that is being done for the children.” Page 208

1975 “Miss Hill from the Social Services Department visited and spent most of the
afternoon and early evening with the children. She was very pleased with her visit and
paid special tribute to the work being carried out by the Sisters.” Page 210

1976 “Miss Hill visited and spent a very pleasant afternoon. She was delighted to meet
the children and complimented the Sisters very highly for their care and work.” Page
215

1978 “The newly appointed Director of Social Serviced of the Western Health and
Social Services Board, Mr Carroll and his assistant Mr Newman paid us a visit before

Christmas. Sisters and children were busy with decorations and the visitors commented
on the happy, natural atmosphere which seemed to prevail in the groups.” Page 238

Congregational Inspections

Inspections were also carried out by the Superior General or her Deputy who reside in
Hammersmith, London. These inspections were provided to the Inquiry and included in
the History of the Foundation Book as the following:

1928 — Page 13
1931 —Page 18
1933 — Page 28
1936 — Page 36
1943 — Page 55
1946 — Page 66
1948 — Page 74
1951 — Page 81
1955 — Page 101
1956 — Page 110
1959 — Page 123
1962 — Page 137
1966 — Page 146
1969 — Page 159
1971 — Page 169
1972 — Page 185
1973 — Page 189

1978 — Page 225



Ann Monaghan who was elected in 2006 and ultimately re-elected in 2012 at the General
Chapters held in those years.

5. General Chapters were held from the beginning of the Congregation usually every six
years with Intermediate Chapters being held between the General Chapters. From 1950’s
only the General Chapters were held every 6 years with the exception of an Extraordinary
Chapter in 1968, which was convened in response to Vatican Il call to Religious

Congregations to review their way of life.

6. From the beginning of the Congregation there were Visitations to each branch house

made from the Mother House in Hammersmith.

7. Between 1960 and 1970 seven Regions were created to assist with the
administration of the organisation. There were the Australasian Region, The Southern
African Region, American Region, Irish Region and Northern UK, Eastern UK and Western
UK. Due the storage of Sisters and the closure of some homes, it was decided at the
Chapter in 2000 to have only two regions instead of three in the UK and in 2009 it was
further decided to have only one region in the UK.

8. Each Region is governed by a Regional Superior aided by her Council which
amounted to two senior Sisters within a region. The Regional Superior is appointed for a
period of three years and has a duty to visit each of the houses within her Region on a
regular basis. She also has duties to visit the Sisters personally and in particular to visit the
sick Sisters to ensure that they are aware of the on-going consideration and care felt
towards them by the Congregation. The Regional Superior is responsible for keeping the
Superior General informed of all affairs on-going within her region. The Regional Superior
must also make one formal visitation to each house every three years.

9. The general visitation from the Mother House in Hammersmith occurs once every
three years as well as a regional visitation also once every three years. Guidelines for the
Visitations are set out in the Constitutions and the Visitator must move around all areas of
the house, speak with residents including elderly, children, staff and any visitors in the house
whom they meet. The Visitator will also check the documentation held by the house such as
registers and other documentation required and held to be relevant. These will include
inspection reports (by the relevant statutory agencies) and if any recommendations or
requirements are made at any inspection, the Visitator will check as to whether these
requirements or recommendations have been followed up, whether they are being
implemented or in fact have been implemented. If there are any areas of concern the

Visitator will carry out and given direction that further steps be taken.

SND-15849



10. During a visitation each Sister will be interviewed by the Visitator and is encouraged
to speak openly and honestly to the Visitator about any matter of concern to her in regard to
her own position, development or in regard to the running of a house. If any Sister is
unhappy or feels unsuited to any of the work or duties she has been given, she is asked to
deal with this, to voice it with the Visitator and any such concerns will be considered and
dealt with by the Visitator.

11. Sisters have always been free to write to the Superior General at any time about any
matter of concern. | personally have never known of a Sister who was considered to be
unsuitable for working with the elderly or children in one house, to be removed from that

house and placed in a similar apostolate in another house.

12. The purpose of visitation is to strengthen the Sisters in their vocation and to help and
support them in any way if necessary. The visitation also hopes to gain an understanding of
the running of each house and each community and to bring to the attention of the
appropriate person, whether that be the local House Superior, the Regional Superior, Sisters
in the community, managers, CEOs etc., of any allegations or concerns or suggestions of
unfairness, injustice, abuse or a failure to provide adequate care. At the end of the visitation
a Visitator meets with the Superior of the house and her council and reports her findings to
them and any follow up steps which need to be considered are discussed. Following that a
meeting is then held within the whole community when the contents of the report are
presented. The report is then sent to the Superior General in Hammersmith.

13. There is constant communication between the Regional Superiors and the Superior
General about the affairs of each house. This communication has improved throughout the
years and clearly, with the development of modern communication, is much better now than

it would have been previously but it would always have been the case.

14. I have identified material within the General Chapter Books and have arranged for
that to be copied and forwarded to the Inquiry. The General Chapter which takes place
every six years at present, previously three years, would discuss all of the issues within each
of the houses and also would discuss issues of the noviciate, finance and other relevant
matters. These records therefore are extremely voluminous and deal with large matters
which are of no relevance or concern to the matters before this Inquiry. | have however
arranged to have the relevant pages dealing with the houses in Northern Ireland to be
copied and these will be disclosed to the Inquiry so that the Inquiry can have an
understanding of the nature and type of report which comes before the council at those
Chapters.
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Page 153

other documentation required and held to be relevant,
including iInspection reports, and if any recommendations
or requirements are made at any inspection, the
visitator will check as to whether these requirements or
recommendations have been followed up, whether they are
being implemented or, iIn fact, have been implemented.

IT there are any areas of concern, the visitator will
carry out and give direction about further steps to be
taken."

Again, just to be clear, Sister, 1 know you are
speaking In the present day, but in the period the
Inquiry is looking at would that have been the case?
Would those have been the duties of the visitator?

Yes. According to canon law, they have to do that, yes.
Now I am not going to go through the rest of 1t. | may
come back to certain parts of 1t. Essentially what I
wanted to ask, you talk about the constitutions and
canon law, and can 1 ask for those who maybe don"t
understand what exactly was the ethos or is the ethos of
the Sisters of Nazareth?

Our ethos when we were founded was to care for the needy
and the poor of the area at the time and from the outset
our work was with children and elderly.

You talk In some statements about the rule. For those

who don®t understand what you mean by that could you

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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. N PR T g e w arsoasys
O QU s D T T LS AL e AP Sk M .

Termonbacca. o 1T=a
Date: March 23 ~ 27, 1973- ,t»

g on March 26th, 1973.

neil Meetingfinj
sided-over byt

perior General —
berg present: I Superior;. m '
: E]ﬂl } e i _ Bursar. '
ERVANCE.OF RULE AND RELIGIOUS SPIRIT ThlB eeeme to be-a very happy and unlted
nuﬁityf All the gisters are. generous and hard work1ng and devoted to their-
rgoss Ceommuni ty Dlecuss1ons are held- regularly and all—look forwvard to -them.
ters are punctual: at thelr splrltual exercises and. eeem to- ‘glve prayer its

atful plaoe. The Office is well reclted, though it is inclined to be a little
sh at times. There is weekly -confession and a monthly. conference. o

sar's Remarks and Bursar's Store: The Sister Bursar stated that she gets all
t- is necessary for the House. - The storerooms are well stocked and there
zars tc be a plent1fu1 -supply- of foodstuffs and oleaning materlals. -The

ter Gaterer gets. what is requlred to prov1de varied and-n"urishlng meals.'

tere‘ Part: The Qonvent part of the House is sultably ﬁurnished and confort- if

5.  DBaoh Sigter has her own cell. Cleanliness and neatneee ‘are. ev1dent I

rywhere. o
Q“:-

vels The Chapel has been redeoorated and the sanotuary modernised to oomply -LF

2 rg nt 11turg1oa1 ohanges. It is very devotional and condu01ve to prayer. '

vesunents, altar linen and sacred vessels are well care for, ‘and there 1s a
1 supply of . same.'

sn Roomt ' There is an ample supply of linen for the Sisters, children and
Ltors.: All is kept in goocd order and the Sletere habits are neat and tldy.
Lt measurements are oorrect.

ts ordered to be kept: 411 books are neatly written and aeeount books are
wate and up-to-date. More _ocare oould be taken with the wrltlng of some of
chlldren's Log Books. .

LOYMENTS . Ghlldrens There are. thres groups. oomprising 18, 16 and 16 ch11dren.“
of the group';are al -bpys and the third &roup hag :gome glrls... The eh11dren
n- Verywmueh at;home—here end BTe - svery simple and. frlendiy._ Phey are: well—
1ered and appéar: to_take a pr1de in -their new buldling.- ‘They have - ocoup1ed
Tor glmo t onthsg now and the fa0111t1es provided see: to have had a really

W eneral behav1cur of the children. All the children .
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&

+

fFarm: The property hae a total of 184 acres and is superviged by a farm manager,
agsisted by two other men.  Stook at present inoludes 155 oattle - milk cows,:
"calves and fat cattle. . There are also -32 plge. -—Potatoes and barley are - sowWn.. .
?The latter prov1des food for the oattle in the W1nter time.. -The . House is supp-
7_1ied w1th milk and the surplus ie sold, At present there is’ not muoh profit
. from the farm but it is hoped that it w111 eventually be a worth—while enterprlse.

General Remarks: The bullding of new quarters for the‘dhlldrenudurlngutheppast

three years has been a major acoompllshment, esp901ally when one considers. the

'oonditlons under whlch this was achleved. : Por many years past, the Slsters -had -
_to work under very trying conditipng and it wae diffioult to make.s suocess of
tl thelr work w1th the oh11dren. It 1s‘to the. oredlt of all that thr;proaeot was
“undertaken at th1s t1me and that. the new building inoorporates -the.most modern
f'facilltles oonduclve to good oh11d—oare. , it is a . really magniflcent bulldlng
.and ideally 51tuated. -The ohildren who live here are indeed fortunate and I am
'lsure that it will have a marked offeot on their future lives.

;In ‘spite of reoent troublee in“the city, the pecple have rallled to the. support

: of the Home, and the Gomm1ttee has worked very: ard to ralse funde. Tne North-

| l.ern Ireland Government has also oontrlbuted a ladge grant towards the ereotlon of
| '-;the bullding and it is hoped that very soon an inorease in- ma"tenanoe w111 be o
i_reoe;ved.- May God proteot all in this House and ‘prosper +t :_Work' B

" Date: ' March 2T, 1973 Signeds >R 144

K4

“SR 86

Superior General.




SND-14259

© dies’a
" fosl their efforte

ATATHD AT, DTACA DA . T T S I E L DU SU L



SND-14407

REPORT ON VISITATION I
Niazarsth House,
Bishop Stroet, Derxy.
Deto2nd, = Gk, Novs 1971,

CRUNGTY MEFRING in comnvection with the Visitation held onBth November 1971,

Yreaided cver by Regional Suparior
Members present SR 127 uperior) ounoillex}

Obseuxvance of Rule and Religious spiriti~ The Sisters ars generous, prayerful and
faithful to their duties. The reorsations are cheerful and bright and there is a good
atrosphere in the House,

Bursar's Remarks and Bursar's Stores~ The Pursar was changed rooently and another
has not yet been appointed, The Sister Caterer ia menaging well and she has adequate
supplies for all in ths House.

Hioterg) Parti~  The Sisters' rocms are neat and olean, The Suparior hopes te give
them a wardrobe saoch when funda psrmit,

-Chapals- This 18 & very well kept Chapel. Sascred Vessals, Linen and Yeatments are
well cared for and there 1s & good supply,

Linen Roomi- It 1s hoped that the Linen Room will get 'a new look'! whean the
new bullding is oompleted, The Sisters appreolate the servioe given,

Books oxdered to_bo kepti- The Acoeuny Books, Registers eto, are neatly and
acccurately kept., It was recommended that ths Inventoriss be rawritten when the
Building is fdriishdd and the rooms in the main building re-organised,

FEMPLOYMENTS o Ladiessseses T2iseen MHeN4vaeees 23

Many improvements have bean dona fox the past few years, this work centinues., Theseo
Resldents ave lovingly osvsd for and their beds and roome ars perfootly kept.

The men ave in temporary accommodation and are looking forward to golng Into their
new House, The twoe Sisters are most devoted in their oare of the 8lderly Hesidents,

Childrenssscies 5levasasssesB Girls vase 1 HBoy undsr § and 48 Girls obex 5,

Laa Sisters with these children are very devoted in thelr oare of them. The children
axe nicely dressed: and very well behaved,

It was suggested that the Children be divided into two groups and that twe self-
oontained flats be provided for them on the top flat,

Sohosl Thers ave 390 Children on the Soheol Roll

125 BoyBeecvsnasa 265 GIrL8  4uvsee0e0058ll day pupile with the
exception of 19 reeident ohildren,

The Schosl soems te be a Very happy ohe and is much appreaiated by the parents of the
children,

Laundry A epeolal word for the Sister in the Laundry ..+ the bed linen is all launderad
in the House and it is a oredlt to Sister and her assistants,

Benefaotore oontinue te support the House desplte the difficult times and the Sisters
vielt them as usual,

General Remark

tapied: _

8th November 1971,
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4,0 COMPLIANCE WITH VOLUNTARY CHILDREN'S HOME REGULATIONS

4,1 The Sisters of Nazareth are the administering authority for
the home and they are represented by the Superior General
and 2 advisers who are based in London. There is also a
Regional Superior for Ireland and she has the
responsibility for visiting the home monthly on behalf of
the administering authority in compliance with Section 4(2)
of the Voluntary Homes Regulations. From the records held
in the home it would appear that Mother Regional did not
visit during July, August and December 1986 and in April
1987. However it was clear that she had called on several
occasions during the 12 months prior to the inspection.
Nevertheless the Regulation does require the home “"to be
visited at least once in every month" and this is
recommended.

4.2  The children's home is also visited regularly by 2
voluntary visitors at the invitation of the Sisters. They
provide quarterly reports on a proforma covering:-—

(i) description of the unit;

(1i) changes in practice;
(11i) complaints;

{(iv) observations relating to care and discipline;

{v) supervision, contrel and development of staff;

(vi) admissions to hospital and the reasons;
(vii) untoward events;
(viii) comments.
The voluntary visitors are each associated with a
particular unit within the children's home so that they may
become known by the children and staff. One visitor made &
quarterly reports in the year prior to the inspection.
However the 2nd visitor had only recently been appointed
and made one report covering the period between February
and June 1987. Nevertheless the introduction of this

method of monitoring the standard of care provided for the
children and of staff development is to be encouraged.

MEDICAL OFFICER

4.3 A medical officer has been appointed and he calls to the
home weekly. All children are given a medical examination
soon after admission and before being discharged. The
doctor will also attend te any child who is ill.
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and by the timescale for dealing with them. TFor example, 3
staff meetings were held in flat 2 during March 1988 though
generally bi-monthly meetings are sufficient. Matters
pertaining to the care, control and supervision of the
children, good social work practice in relation to
recording and report writing and general housekeeping
issues are the most frequently discussed topics.

4.0 COMPLIANCE WITH VOLUNTARY CIHILDREN'S JIOMES REGULATIONS

4.

1

.2

The Sisters of Nazareth are the administering authority for
the home and they are represented by the Superior General
and her advisers, who are based in London. There is also a
Regional Superior for Ireland and she has the
responsibility for visiting the home monthly on behalf of
the administering authority, in compliance with Section
4(2) of the Voluntary Homes Regulations. Records held in
the home indicate that the Regional Superior visited
monthly from September 1987 to June 1988, However from
July 1988 she was assigned to other duties in London and
her replacement was not expected to take up office until
October 1988. In effect this means that an official visit
would not have been made to the home during the months of
July, August and September to meet with the requirements of
the Regulations. It is recommended that monthly visits are
resumed as soon as possible.

The children’'s home is also visited regularly by 2
voluntary visitors at the invitation of the Sisters. They
provide quarterly reports on a pro forma covering:—
i, description of the unit;
ii. changes in practice;
iii. complaints;
iv. observations relating to care and discipline;
v. supervision, control and development of staff;
vi., admissions to hospital and the reasons;
vii, untoward events;
viii. comments.
One visitor had made 3 reports covering the period ODctober
1987 to June 1988 and the other had made 2 reports covering
the period January to June 1988. These expressed general

satisfaction with the standard of care provided in the
home. Copies were made available to the Inspector.
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6.0 COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS
VOLUNTARY VISITOR

6.1 The Order of the Sisters of Nazareth discharges its
responsibility for managing the children's home through
its Regional Superior for Ireland. She invited a group of
persons to form a management committee and they held an
inaugural meeting on 16 February 1990. They met again on
20 April 1990 and, though mainly an advisory and
consultative group, agreed to undertake the
responsibility for visiting the home as required by
Regulation 4(2) of the Voluntary Homes Regulations (NI)
1975, Members were rostered to visit both flats, to
inspect the records held there and to report on their
visits in writing,

6.2 The Inspector found that management committee members had
visited the children's home, initialled the statutory
records and filed a report on the visit on the following

dates:-
17 May 1989 1 October 1989
19 June 1989 2 November 1989

18 July 1989

Regulation 4(2) requires the Administering Authority "to
make arrangements for the home to be visited at least once
in every month" and from the above it is clear that this
has not been carried out. Therefore it is recommended
that the frequency of 'visiting' is increased to the
standard required by the Regulations.

6.3 Committee members report on their visits using a pro-forma
on which there are 10 headings as follows:-

1, Admissions and Discharges;

2. Staff;

3. Changes in Practice:

4. Adequacy of arrangements for Communication between
Children and their Parents, Guardians, Relatives and
Friends;

5. Observations Relating to Care or Discipline
(Particularly resulting from interaction with staff
and chiidren);

6., Admission to Hospital and Reasonsg;

7. Untoward Events;

8. Complaints (detail) - state if satisfied with
remedial action taken;




Day 26 HIA Inquiry 10 April 2014
Page 59
1 A. Yes, I know, aye, and she asked me how I was doing.
2 I says, "All right".
3 Q- And were there other boys that she spoke to?
4 A. See, this girl was from Donegal but there was more than
5 me from Donegal in -- In Termonbacca.
6 Q. Yes.
7 A. Maybe she came to see them too. | don"t know.
8 Q. Okay.
9 A. 1 am only surmising.
10 Q. Well, can you remember seeing senior nuns visiting the
11 home in the time that you were there?
12 A. Yes, | do remember that.
13 Q. What do you remember about that?
14 A. What 1 remember about that i1s they were -- obviously
15 they used to head up the Nazareth Order and one of them
16 was a Mother General that was there, you know.
17 Q. And did she ever -- when the Mother General came or
18 these nuns who were high up iIn the order, did they speak
19 to the children?
20 A. Oh, there -- there i1s such a thing as a council In a
21 Nazareth Order.
22 Q. Uh-huh.
23 A. I don"t know i1f you know anything about it, but there"s

24

25

a council there and they are probably members of the

council that came with the Mother General to visit, you

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 60

know. That"s what -- that"s what be"s done there.

And do you know how often she would have visited?

I1"d say about once, once or twice a year. 1 don"t know.
And do you remember did she -- as | said to you, did she
speak to the children during this visit or not?

Oh, aye, she would say "Hello" and all that. Like they
weren"t stuck-up people. 1 don"t think they were
stuck-up people at all.

Uh-huh, and can you -- you remember you told me a story
about one time when one of these nuns came and what
happened.

I fell on top of her out of a tree. Fell out of a tree.
Fell on top of her.

You were -- you say the children would hide when she was
coming and you were hiding up the tree.

I was hiding up the tree and the tree fell, snapped.

And you fell on top of the nun. Can I -- apart from
these nuns and the lady from Donegal Welfare and Bishop
-- SND 131 who you said visited, do you remember
other people visiting the home?

There was social workers and all, you know.

Social workers from where?

I don"t know. I knew -- they were like social --
dressed like social workers and there were ones

interested with kids, you know, and all.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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| MO 17.8/1966
:

B 0.8, 17.8. 1966
S ‘ . 1is. 34. l
Bath Safety Seat ii Os, 0d.

TAlexander' Bath Rail £1: 65, 6d.

Safti-grip Bath Hat

TEMPQRARY ACCOMMODATION

':h.i'_éHILDREK:fﬁRESIDEHTiAL_QARE R L _ . ;
gg;z“ﬁgéo.b.‘1gaé&i2§gj. The Committes 1s asked to approve gr the

© . Provision of £2, 5s, 04, pocket money for this boy who was placed in hig
: boliday»fosterfhome by the School who. cares for the boy on thg Committg

, ided with
S ; t, were provided v
cbehalf. : d Hrs, B, C. Varnham, reslggnttlnrziiiisthere after v131téng
Mr, and Mrs. B. C. h June, 1966, to \ ix-woeks old baby.
Girl (4.0, It was necessa Y to provide Tesidentia) Travel Warrants on thi.zgtwith tﬁe burial of their zéxBZifaSt after paying
accoﬁzadatién x ﬂhy inclusiveJ prior to g | - Londonderry in connec }0 WFFicient means tO_return g :
hearing ot the nile Go 4 where 4 Was made committing the gin "They claimed they had ins

) ral expenses, )
o ADMISSIONS TO QLD PRQPLE'S HOMES

, Boy (a,0.,b, 2.7.196h)  THis chilg Was discharged to the care of hj
-mother on 7th July, when she returneq home from Warianvale Home, Wewry,:

i - Londonderry,
20 Northland Drive,
aee ?SBziagi;e, 1966, at the request of the
on

. 1ne Clarke> | 1
Mrs, Cather X ho is a native of Londonderry, 1 =
e, W

| was admitted to Seymour House

! i lirs, Clar 1
ital Authority. ! o
E:igigi of & per week Heitrement Pen

Girl (4,0.0, 12.8.1955). It Was necessary to receive thig child iy

‘care on tat Augus¥, as she had run away from relativeg and refused to ‘
return. .The child was placed in Dhy Varren, the Londonderry County Welgy
Coranittee!s Children's Home at Portrugh, The child was very frightened
8433 .she would like to go to her father in‘Glasgow her mother is dead,
The Glaggow Children's Department gave a most unsatisfactory report on
the father's home and mode of life, 1n view of the child's need, ana %

Father's circumstances, a Sfﬁcial Juvenile Court was "hold on'U8th Aligus
on

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE

1966
Period 16th June, 1966 —‘15th August, 19

to hear an application, ¢ Committee’ g behalr, for a Parental Rights! inued 20
Ordér, . The Magistrate granted the Parenta] Rights Order subject to the " Domestic Help discontinue '7
Committee’ g approval at the fiyst available Heeting, to be held on 5th ' 1eted
September, 1966, _ : ’ : Ce J Application Forms comp loted) 20
. ‘ . . &
e L - ) . A 5 Forms not comp.
.. The City Solicitor found it essential to have as g Witness an Ofpic ﬁ. Domestic Help Inquiries { ] 1
of' the Glasgow Children's Department, and the Committee is asked. to agre .- ' ovided with Domestic Help
to meet the cogt of the witnesgs? expenses, ' o b Appllcaptﬂ b ts received 38
. o ; isitation reports '
Chi : . ; A . ‘ {ewed end Home visi
Children in Nazareth House, Six children were found holiday Tosters 5, Cases reviewe . rvice 155
homes by the Sisters of Mazareth, T+ is recommended that the Committee . : . to recipients of Domestic Help Be ‘ .
agrees to ask for Prior notige op these holiday arrangements ag many . 6. Visits to Helps 161+
children need Permanent; foster-homes and if notice ig given the applicat . . nd Enquiries from Home Help
could be investigated, 7. Visits toa ( s oto.) . 101
, i G.P.'s ete,
. iries at office (b . '
Sisters (d,0.b, 5.6,1955‘ggg‘11.1Q;195§j. These girls have been i 8, Enqui

oare since the 23rd Hay, and there seemg no prospect of the parents beco
Teoonoiled gng making a hope for their'children, It is Tecommended that

I am, ladies and Centlemen,
>
the Co ittee ees to apnpl o] ental Rightg Orders i respect o the

*Your obedient Servant,

. . ¢. KIRK,
5. CHILD UNDER SUPERVISION,

.

Gird dﬁg;2L21§$z&12g§;, This girl, wn&, supervised o behalf of
the,County Londonderry Welfare Committes becane 18 years of age on 16th

- WELFARE OFFICER,

e re ety

leMMEMWHmmsAﬁﬂYc%@Hm@

‘At the invifation of this recently formeg Committes "tq nominate

two 'Welfare Visitors" fop co-option, I have submitted my opn name and
that of Mr, J, T, Armstrong, R L

The next meeting of +the Committeg will-be held on the 24 th October;
‘1966, in the Guildhall_Council Chamber, .-

HAmDiCAPPED,P@RSONB.
SR OARIED FERSONS

| ﬁﬁﬁﬁLﬁﬁﬂEEEEEiEﬁﬁﬁilgﬁﬂéﬁhéQLwéééﬁH%XDQEEQQEE%#EQQQQEQEEEX

) _ﬁnqer the existing sohpme»pf,'Aids for the Handioapped’ this nerenn
has been Provided with the follmwine ata_ -
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Yelfars Committee s

(b) Proposed by kr, Hill; seconded by Mr., Houston -

Ordered - CASE MO. 45 (Date of ‘biith 57.5.1957). CASE WO, 46
(Date _of birth 7.1,,1952), CASE W0, G0 (Dabe of hirth 9.2.7651 ), CASE
NO. 61.(Pate of birth h,11.1953). Having considered "feport from Childy
Officer, we hereby approve her action in arranging for the return of
these four children to their holiday foster-homes from 4th July - 30%h
August, 1966, and agree to confirm the request 4o County Londonderry
Welfare Committee to pay boarding-out allowances and ‘supervise the ch
onrpuf.béhalf.,f o ' - I

(1)

(¢) . Proposed by Hr. Hill; ' seconded by #r, Houston - ,(')
SR . S 3

Ordered - C43E NO. 60 (Date of birthﬁngéjgéig Having considereg
report from Children's Officer, we hereby agroe to request County
Londondevry Welfare Committee to place this girl in a permanent foste
home, pay boarding-out allowances, and to supervise her on our-behalf
frop the date of placement,

) ‘ 'CAéEfNO, ldg'fbdte offﬁirth 3.6,1966). The Committoe approved %
action of the Children's Officer .in placing this child {(who was receiy
into cdre on’the 4th Jung, 1966) in a foster home on the 7th July, 19

(a}

(e) Proposed by Mes. Roe; seconded by Mrs, Jamisson -

Ordered - CASE NO, 105__@th_ of birthhzl-rqj,195ol Having conside
report from Children's Officer, wo hereby approve her action in receivi
this girl into cars on 1s July; 1966, and agree to supplement her
earnings in accordance with our recognised scale.,

(£) .

_.Proposed by Mrs, Jamieson; seconded by Hrs, Roe -

Ordered - GASE NO. 105 (Date of birth 30,12.1953) . Having consid
roport from Children's Officer mwe hereby approve her action in recedvir
this girl into care and boarding her out in County Antrim on 25th July;
1966, TFurther we agrec to recoup to Antrim County Welfare Committes th
amount-expended to supply clothing, pay maintenance allowances and
supervise this girl on our behalf, We note that a place has heen foun
for this girl in a boarding school, viz. Loroto Convent School, Colerai
and agree to pay the boarding fees of £100 per annum, to supply schoo
uniform, to allow 10/-d per week pocket money during term, to pay

-boarding-out allowances during the school holidays, and to ask Londonds
. County Welfare Committee to supervise the girl and to place her in a
suitable Fostér-home during.the school holidays: - '

(g) Proposed by Mr. Hill; seconded by #e, Housbon -

.. Ordered - GASE. N0, 107 (Date of birth 13.4.1966). Having consid
report from Children's Officer we hereby approve her action in boardin
cut this baby boy in County Armagh. Purther we agree to request Armag
County Welfare Committee to Pay boarding-ocut allowances, and to supery

_the child on our behalf, ‘with effect from 5th August, 1966,

CHILDREN'S HOME

‘ (n)

l Ordered - GIRL (Date of birth 19.9,1949). Having considered rep
from Children's Officer, we hereby” dgres to provide this girl with
suitable clothing, sultcases, weekly pocket money of £1,0,0,, and _
acecommodation during the holidays, and the loan of bedlinen ete., requ

‘ ::)ﬂin%the_students' Hostel_aﬁ Fortrush,. for the duration of the Gourse,

VPrpposeq,by‘Hr. Hill;  seconded by Mr. Houston -

N

i

Velfare Committes 5,9,1966

CHILDREN I RESIDENTIAL CARE

* foster~home by the School_vhic

(x)

(1)

3

ii)

iv)

Prépoaed by Mr, Hill; seconded by Mr, Houston -

(.) T - G52 ) vi i ort
rdered - BOY (Date of birth 19.3,1552 Ha 1ng.l; (}onszl.dere@ rep ’
7 j thB rovis + :
from Children's Officer, we hereby approve _ prov 1OIl.Of ~2' 5s, 0d

o g ing the time
pocket money for this boy durlﬁgcares for him on our behalf.

?roposed by HMr. Houston; seconded by Me, Hi11 -

Having heard
i the
action taken by
Tl O WAL L wu [TV T ) , . . N . 7 a
§§£§;Eefgg?iz;;¢u6;ildren’s Of%icer and City Solicitor in obtalning
- 7

1 i 5 the Cid
rovisional Parental Rights Order, and'agree to 1n§tr;gzpzoi o Zhis
golicitor to obtain a final Parental Rights Order in

girl,

Ordered

oL

i by the
t of expenses incurred
Further we agree to meet the cos xper el
Offici;{ og the Gfﬁsgow Children's DePartment in travelling to
Londonderry to act as & witness din this case,

Proposed by ¥rs. Roe;' seconded by Mrs. Jamicson -~
l - 5 Having heard report from
Ordored - CHTLDREN TN NAZARETH HOUSI, aving e L holiday

uest prior
i *s Officer, we hereby agree to reques Joltony
g?iiigigeits made %or children accommodated in Nazareth House 1

that the applications can be investigated.

Proposed. by Mrs, Jamisson; spconded by Mrs. Ros -

10,18 Having
Ordored - SISTZTS, (Date of birth 5.6.1955 and 11.:0.1256%6r
heard report from Children's Officer we herebyjagree o apply
Pafeﬂtal Rights Orders in respect of these children,

CHILDREN UNDER SUPERVISIOLN

Proposed by lrs. Jamleson; seconded by Mrs., Roe -

Having heard report from
nd to County Londonderry
as she has

Ordered - GTRL (Date of birth 16.2,1?:5%
[sJeiin
il 'g Officer we hereby agree o re
%21f§;2n0§mmittee that this girl be @1scharged froT‘caZE%
attained the age of 18 years and is in regular employment.

HANDICAPPED _PuRS0NS

e action takeﬁ h& the Welfare Officer 1B

The Committee approved th ia Rose Kelly, 27,

providing certain aids on free loan %o Miss Patric
Eastway Gardens, Londonderry.

TEMPORARY _ACCOMHODATION

3 dd vel warrants
i ken in providing trave
The Committec approved the action taken D ' o fast.

to lr, and Mrs, B, G, Varnham, to enable them to re

ADNISSION TO OLD _FEOPLES HOME

1fare Officer in
20, Northland Drive,
;t the reauest of the

The Committee approved the action of the We

e i o, aged 75 years
?.ﬁm{.tt:‘l‘.ﬂg MI‘S: Gftherliletr?]:%{‘k?i 054—1—- J'nwy.: ‘1qu1
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SND-13947

1971 “In February we had a visit from Miss Forrest, from the Ministry of Home Affairs.
We received two instalments of our Grant from the Ministry. £5850.00 + £3425.00.”

Also in February, “there was a meeting on the site. Everyone present agreed that a
completion date in October is certainly possible.”

In September, “we received a Grant of £1492.00 from the Ministry of Home Affairs.”

In November, “we had a Grant from the Ministry of Home Affairs, £2497.00”
Page 166-7

1972 In January, “we received a further Grant of £3586.00 for the Ministry of Home
Affairs for the building fund.”

In April, “we received a further instalment of Grant for the new wing from the Ministry
of Home Affairs, £4113.00.”

In May “we received a further instalment of Grant from the Ministry of Home Affairs
£2065.00”

In September, “we got a further instalment of Grant from the Ministry of Home Affairs
£3035.00 and we had a visit from Miss Forrest, Ministry of Home Affairs. She was very
pleased with the renovations in the nursery and the new building.”

In November, “Dr Simpson and Miss Hill came to visit us and stayed for lunch. They
were both very pleased with the new building which was opened on 21* November. The
Bishop came and said Mass and blessed our new wing.”

In December, “we were happy to welcome Miss Forrest, Mr Poulter and Mr J Irvine,
from the Ministry of Home Affairs. They were delighted with the new building —
thought it was the best they had seen yet. Mr Irvine promised we would get a further
Grant of £12,500.00 also to help with running costs, he promised to write to the local
Authorities to ask them to pay £11.50p per child per week maintenance for children in
their care who were admitted to St Joseph’s. We trust this will get a successful hearing
at all the meetings to be held to discuss it.

The Children's Officers from County Derry, Omagh and Fermanagh, visited also Mr
White and members of the Derry Development Commission with the Chief Welfare
Officer.” Page 179 - 186

1973 “We are very pleased to receive our further Grant £12,500.00 from the Ministry of
Home Affairs for the new building.” Page 187

April, “We were pleased to receive a further instalment of Grant £4875.00 from the
Ministry of Home Affairs.” Page 191

December, “We had a visit from Miss Hill from the Ministry of Home Affairs, she was
very pleased with all she saw and complimented the Sisters on how well kept everything
was in the different Houses.” Page 198

1974 “Miss Forrest and Mr Kirkpatrick from the Department of Social Services Belfast,
they were very pleased with everything and congratulated the Sisters.” Page 201

September, “Miss Gallagher and John Beattie from the Western Health Board visited to
discuss course on Child Care etc.” Page 206
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who would be caring for the child or children. That was
normal practice.

We talked earlier this morning and you do mention this
later in discussion iIn your statement of what i1f I can
describe 1t i1s the deference that might have been shown
to the nuns by yourself, first of all, on a personal
level. Can you maybe give us some more explanation
about that?

Well, there i1s a respect and there was a respect as we
were -- when you would go to a voluntary home,

a Christian environment. People were giving their
lives, dedicated their lives to what they were doing,
and that brings with It an innate respect and a degree
of awe 1In many ways, and 1 think that -- well, it was
right.

You have described as you felt you had to be on your
best behaviour In their presence.

Yes, and say that respectfully, yes.

And you -- obviously there was a degree of politeness.
Yes.

Now one social worker who has spoken to us was asked
when she was bringing children to the home, did she ever
ask to see the facilities, like the bedrooms, or
anything like that? What about yourself? Did you ask

to see ...7?

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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In this particular instance 1 was shown the -- now from
memory -- remember this was 1964/°65 -- | was certainly
shown the dining room and -- but I don"t recall seeing
the bedroom.

And did you ask to see further around the home before
putting the children there?

I don"t recall asking.

And again would that have been because there was

an assumption that these people who had dedicated their
lives to looking after the children could be trusted, as
it were, to get on with the job?

Yes. There would have been the trust and not only the
trust, but a degree of politeness as well, and i1t would
have been out of respect.

I think you mentioned when we were talking earlier as
well that the voluntary organisations, including the
Sisters of Nazareth, had been iIn the business, as it
were, of child care much longer than the State.
Absolutely. The voluntaries were there long before us
doing social work.

That in a sense also informed the attitude that would
have been shown towards them.

Yes. There was a respect and 1 believe i1t was a mutual
respect too.

Now can I -- just before 1 leave that issue you do --

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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PRIVATE

SND 483
Witness Name: |

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF NI\ I DIZES 1]

R SND 4838 say as follows:-

unregulated. | was trying to find my feet as a social worker and introduce proper
child welfare procedures into the Derry area. When | asked for a copy of the
Adoption Act and The Children and Young Persons Act | was told they did not

have a copy.

3. During the course of my employment, families started to approach me seeking
approval from the welfare, to adopt boys who were in Termonbacca. This was
the first time that | became really involved with Termonbacca and became aware
of the number of boys who were resident there, and the unofficial manner in
which they were dealt with. It transpired that parents would drop their sons there
to be cared for by the nuns and the nuns did not inform us that they were there.
As Termonbacca was situated on the edge of the Creggan it was very accessible
for families, who found themselves in difficulties, to leave their children there.

Nazareth House was on Bishop Street in the centre of the city so it did not

PRIVATE 1
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PRIVATE

appear to have the same problem. When | started to look into the situation in
Termonbacca, the nuns advised me that they were not in receipt of any state
funding. It appeared to me therefore that all of the boys at that time had arrived
on their doorstep unofficially, having been brought in by their parents or families.
When | first became involved with Termonbacca therefore, none of the boys
would have had an assighed Social Worker, or indeed any involvement with the

welfare system.

When boys were left into Termonbacca, It was customary for the person, who
was seeking for their child to be accommodated, to agree to pay a certain
amount each week for the upkeep of that child, but this rarely happened in
practice. The nuns therefore were largely reliant on fundraising and charitable
donations. There was a committee of local professionals and businessmen who
raised funds to help with the running and maintaining of Termonbacca. The
chairman in my time was called Frank Guckian. The committee raised funds to
help care for these children. There was an annual Termonbacca Ball to raise
money, and other fundraising events, and the nuns would also have raised

money through collections.

Well meaning families would offer to take boys from Termonbacca out for
weekends and holidays. Families who then decided that they wanted to adopt
those children were told by their solicitors that they would need the approval of
the welfare, and it was at this stage that | became aware of what was happening.
I approached the nuns in Termonbacca and told them that if children were
brought there by a family member they would have to inform me so that | could
deal with their case officially, assess the family situation, and therefore also
arrange for state funding if appropriate. | also told the nuns that they could not

let the children go out for the weekend with people who had not been vetted.

| put in place an arrangement whereby if a bay arrived on their doorstep the nuns
would contact me and | would conduct an assessment to ascertain whether the
boy should go into Termonacca or return home. If | decided they should go in to
Termonbacca | would have opened a file for them and from then on they would

have been under my supervision. | put the case before the Welfare Committee

PRIVATE 2
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at the monthly meeting of the City Council and the boy became a child in care
and the welfare paid 2 pounds 10 shillings per week for their maintenance. My
priority was to try to reunite the boys with their families so | would have reviewed
the family situation regularly to establish whether they were able to receive the
boy back. If | had time | would also visit Termonbacca. When | visited
Termonbacca the hoys were normally at school so | would have seen the nuns.
The nuns would generally not have been aware of when | was going to visit. | did

see the younger children who were under school age on my visits.

| also started to approve which families were suitable to have boys for short temn
stays or for adoption. 1looked into the family. | interviewed them to find out why
they wanted to take these boys. | obtained medical reports, references and did
background checks. | then sought approval from a sub-committee of the Welfare
Board which was set up to specifically deal with this situation. The sub-

committee made the final decision.

The conditions in Termonbacca were not great as some of the boys were living
in Nissan huts. | recall visiting once and seeing a nun washing vast amounts of
clothes by hand in a tin bath, and I recall thinking what a job it must have been
given the number of boys. | did however always think that the boys appeared

clean and well kept. | never thought that they looked malnourished.

| only visited the boys whose placement in Termonbacca | had sanctioned.
There was no complaints procedure as such for the boys. | had no idea that
there was any abuse occurring at any time when | was involved with children in
Termonbacca. If | had been made aware of abuse by one of the boys | would
definitely have investigated the allegation. | would have spoken to the boy in
question and | would have spoken to the nuns. | would then have taken the
complaint to the police and Welfare Authority if necessary. Throughout my
involvement with Termonbacca | was never made aware of any allegation of

abuse.

| was aware from the nuns that they were able to obtain medical treatment for

the boys. | presume that the parents had to sign a form of authority for medical
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PRIVATE

treatment when they admitted the boys to Termonbacca. When | placed a boy in
Termonbacca | had the parent or parents sign a form giving authority for their

child to have medical treatment if necessary.

| understand that boys who had sisters in Nazareth House did not have contact
with them facilitated. | believe that that is because the two homes were
understaffed and would not have had the resources to maintain sibling contact.
As far as contact with parents is concerned it was difficult to facilitate because

the parents were often untraceabie.

Once a boy was placed in Termonbacca it was my experience that the family
seldom tried to get the boys back. | had to exhaust all possible kinship
placements before they were placed in Termonbacca and a lot of the parents
became untraceable therefore the boys were not normally returned to their

family.

Nazareth House only had children who had heen placed there by the Welfare
Authority. | do not think that girls were left there by parents in the same way the

boys were in Termonbacca.

In 1973 there was a re-organistaion when Derry City Council's Children's
Department was taken over by the Health Board. The city area was divided into
three divisions: cityside, waterside and Shantallow. | was responsible for the
Shantallow area so | was only contacted by Termonbacca in respect of boys
from that area. Other social workers were then employed and assigned to the

other areas.

When | commenced this role in 1969 there were no systems or regulations in
place and when | left there were only the procedures which | had put in place.
There was no such thing as social work or care planning in the way we know of
today. As far as | am aware the only records kept about these unofficial children

before my arrival were the log books maintained by the nuns.

There was no cross-border regulation. The baby home in Fahan was run by the

Sisters of Nazareth so it was just considered to be part of the same organisation
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as the Sisters of Nazareth homes in Derry. When | was working for the City
Council the only babies that were in Fahan were those who were being placed
for adoption, these placements were usually directly from the hospitals or mother
and baby homes, or those being placed back with their families. | am aware that
before 1 worked for the City Council, Fahan would have kept children up to the
age of two and a half before sending them to one of the homes in Derry. In my
time babies who were being placed in care were sent from the hospital to

temporary foster homes. Some girls placed them in Fahan.

fn 1976 1 left this role and took up a position with the Diocese as the Diocesan
Child Welfare Officer where | was involved with adoptions. After | commenced
this role | did not have any further dealing with the children in Termonbacca or

Nazareth House.

| believe that the Department of Health and Social Services were under a duty to
inspect the homes and | do have a recollection of the nuns talking about
inspections. In all the years that | worked for Derry City Council | only remember
seeing an inspector from the Department once. Initially | was not aware that the
Department had responsibility for the Welfare Department in the Council. |
thought | was only answerable to the Welfare Board. | reported to and met with

the Welfare Board once a month.

A man called RSINIDREGSISY succeeded me as Officer for Shantallow for Derry
City Council. SINIDRCKYANN hecame the social worker appointed to

Termonbacca- by the Sisters of Nazareth. | am not aware of the date of his

appointment.
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Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

SND 483

Signed

Dated ,\2 ’)/ //52 ///64
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children 1In Termonbacca were very, very
institutionalised children and that it was going to be
difficult for them in their later life.

Now let me -- you are aware of me saying to you
beforehand let"s imagine we are sitting in Cafe Nero and
you said to me, "They are very institutionalised”. What
do you -- can you unpack -- can you explain -- what --
when you say they were very institutionalised, what did
that look like? What was the concern that you could see
in them that had you not really wanting them there,
wanting them somewhere else preferably? What did it
look like to be institutionalised, as you saw i1t?

Well, 1 think that because they were part of a very
large group, they didn"t have the chance to experience

themselves as having individual, you know, needs and

to -- you know, maybe to relate to others in a more
personal way. | thought that -- maybe this i1s based on
only one family now. | thought that they found i1t hard

to relate to me, because they"d been involved with so
many different people, although, having said that, the
children in our own children®s homes would have had that
turnover of staff as well, but I just felt they hadn"t
experienced close interpersonal relationships.

You mentioned staff. In terms of -- how did the ratios

of staff to children compare between -- you had Fort
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Page 78

child medical team?

Yes, | think you are right. 1 think the earlier period
was the one where 1 was still a social worker and it
wouldn®"t have been SR2 at that stage 1 think.

But your recollection of Bishop Street was as somewhere
where by then they had got two units --

Yes.

-— which were more like -- 1 appreciate i1t is in a big
building, institution --

Uh-huh.

-— but it was a children®s home being run on one floor
and another children®s home being run on another --
Yes.

-— albeit in a massive big building.

Yes.

And you found that more normal --

Yes. Uh-huh.

-- to the extent that i1t"s ever normal. 1Is that fair?
I mean, 1 suppose the impression | carry with me from
comparisons with those two times was the earlier time iIn
Termonbacca the children did seem quite subdued --
that"s the best word I can say -- subdued whereas iIn
Nazareth House at the stage | was visiting i1t later in
the "80s the children seemed to be more spontaneous and

more like enjoying themselves; as we would say in -
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-— you found her and those you came in contact with --
saw them a positive way?

Yes.

Yesterday SND484 described taking a child to Termonbacca
and expecting the child to find i1t intimidating --
Uh-huh.

-— the nature of the large building, large grounds, gate
going in —-

Yes.

-— the large structure with lots of children. Is that
a fair summary or how would you describe i1t compared to
the other homes you were aware of?

Well, 1t was a very large home, as 1"ve said. It had --
I mean, there were probably 40 or more children, 60
children probably at one stage iIn the home. So It was

a very large establishment, and 1 think for children it
might well have been intimidating, but I felt that the
caring and the atmosphere of the home was welcoming.

One of the issues that SND484 raised that was a concern
for her was about what she called children being
institutionalised.

Yes.

There was a statutory bias in favour of fostering --
Uh-huh.

-- and that the nature of the home made securing
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a successful fostering arrangement more difficult.
Uh-huh.

Is that a view you would share?

I wouldn®"t have been aware of that, to be honest,
because I probably wasn"t working closely enough with
the children who were coming out of care to be fostered,
but I think that i1t -- institutional, yes. 1 think i1t
was very large and therefore 1 think that children could
become institutionalised In the setting.

Then 1In 1976 SND332 takes up a post. How would you
describe your working relationship with him and how that
affected the Board working with Termonbacca?

I believe that SND332 was a very exceptional
professional social worker and a very keen advocate for
the children who were placed 1n Termonbacca. 1 think
that he brought a professionalism to the environment, to
the staff group there, and 1 think that his relationship
with the Board and particularly with the residential
social work staff was very positive iIn attempting to
raise the standards to those that were then applying in
the statutory sector.

So that"s your impression of Termonbacca?

Yes.

We are going to come for reasons that you are aware of

to look at some specific matters to do with Bishop
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Page 22
I do.

Well, is that -- iIs that something that was ever
considered to your knowledge?

I don"t think so. 1 certainly have no recollection of
anyone considering assessing the need of the children
there, whether or not they should be received into care.
They were already in a place of safety. They were being
looked after and it was not -- 1 don"t ever have any
memory of that being raised as a possibility.

One of the -- you will no doubt have worked out where
this is going, but one of the consequences of the child
being In care is that the Board maintained the child --
Yes.

-— and either placed it in services that it was itself
funding or placed it in a voluntary home and paid for
the child to be there --

Yes.

-— and obviously in addition to paying for the child had
the oversight that came with the social worker being
assigned to them, visiting taking place with six monthly
reviews. The suggestion that"s being made is i1f those
children met the threshold, they should have been
availing or getting the benefit of all of that care and
protection.

Yes.
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But to your recollection nobody ever within the Board
thought proactively about addressing the fact there-"s

these 200 children iIn these two homes?

That"s right. 1 don"t think they did. It may have been
assumed -- perhaps that"s not what we are here to
consider -- that, In fact, the parents didn"t want the

child to be i1n State care, but they were happy for the
child to be In the care of the Sisters of Nazareth, but,
as | said earlier, 1"m not aware that we -- that the
Board ever considered through the residential staff
asking for an assessment of those children and even
seeing should they be received Into care.
There is -- so there wasn®t this proactive move from the
Board in the "70s by the time that you had got schooled
up, by which I mean staff in place and so on. So that
proactive approach hadn"t been taken, but there are
examples | just ask you to comment on.

IT we go to SND-2018, please -- and you had
an opportunity to look at this earlier, TL19 --
Yes.
-- you thought that this was -- well, that"s singularly
unhelpful. 1If we go a few pages back, please. Just
stop there for a moment, please. |If you just scroll
down for me to the next page -- to the next page. Just

stop there. Right. |If you can go to SND-2015. We have
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care under section 103 and be our responsibility'”, and
you are not aware of any further inquiry that that type
of letter might have caused, which is, "How many more
children like this would we need to get our hands on?",
if I can put 1t that way?

Yes. No, I am not aware that any discussion took place
regarding reviewing the children in care and

determining -- reviewing those children in care who were
placed by parents or other third party placements but
not through the Board to determine whether or not we
should be i1nvolved in their future care.

Another issue that the Department of Health raised --

I want us to go back to HIA-383, because whatever about
the -- reviewing proactively the children who were
voluntary admissions by the time the Board is up and
functioning under section 131 of the Act -- 1If we just
can scroll down. This is a section that we talked about
earlier, but you didn"t get to see the actual wording,
but what it does is place an obligation —- 1 will just
read It to you:

"Where it comes to the knowledge of a Board that
there is iIn their area any child who has attained the
upper limit of compulsory school age ..."

IT 1 jJust stop there, as | understand it, at this

point in time we are talking about 167
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child, 16-year-old] are be advised and befriended by the

voluntary organisation instead of the [Board]."

So trying to turned that into layman®s terms, if
I-may, you have got this obligation to engage with
children in voluntary homes who are over the age of 16.
That"s a duty that"s on the Board to do that. The only
way out of that duty is to check that the voluntary home
that they were in are satisfactorily performing that
function and agreeing with the voluntary home that they
will continue to do that --

Uh-huh.

-- until the child becomes 18. Now what 1 want to ask
you is did that actually happen?

I don"t believe i1t did. 1 am not -- aftercare --
leaving and aftercare services didn"t develop until much
later, certainly iIn the "80s before we had structured
leaving and aftercare, and 1t took a range of ways and
services from supported housing and accommodation within
the grounds of children®s home like Fort James or indeed
accommodation across the city in Derry. It was much
later that that developed and also i1n providing
appropriate support and enabling them to look at work
opportunities and so on. So I am not aware back iIn the
mid "70s and moving forward to the "80s that that was in

place.
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IT 1 jJust look at a number of issues that arise from
that, TL19, if 1 may, by the time you are talking about
the "80s iIn terms of aftercare being developed by that
stage Termonbacca is closed.

Yes.

And the Bishop Street premises is filled with
effectively Board children by that point in time.

Right. Uh-huh.

Two units of ten each and they are from the Board by and
large.

Yes.

So this issue we are looking at doesn®"t arise iIn terms
of the aftercare you were providing. You were providing
anyway for Board children.

Uh-huh.

Is 1t the case you are simply not aware of any move made
by the Board to address the requirements of section 1317
Once we started providing care -- aftercare, it was
provided for all children who were in the care of the
home. We didn"t segregate children who were 1iIn
Harberton from children who were in Nazareth House. So
that children would have been catered for in that
service development. That would be my opinion.

But you are not aware of any effort by the Board to

engage in the aftercare of the private admissions that
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are being talked about iIn section 1317?

No.

Now what I want to do now iIs park the issue of the
Board®s involvement in voluntary homes generally and

I want to look at the issue of the Board placing
children that are iIn care under the Children & Young
Persons Act --

Uh-huh.

-— Into voluntary homes in the context of Bishop Street
and Termonbacca. 1 am now drilling down into children
that were your responsibility and you were placing in
these homes.

Yes.

That 1s the context of what 1"m going to ask you now.
The first thing 1 want to ask you to address, if you
can, iIs you"ve got -- if you take an example, you"ve got
a child who 1s In care. You don"t have an immediate
foster placement available and you have to put that
child in a children®s home. Who was making the decision
about where a child would go?

The referral would be considered between -- initially
between the social worker and the Senior Social Worker
as to how the child could be best cared for and then
the -- 1n discussion with the officer manager, the

Assistant Principal Social Worker in the office.
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Well, we would have had some emergency fostering. So
you -- you could have brought the child straight to the
foster parent. Yes, there would have been situations
where perhaps you wouldn®"t have had an appropriate
fostering situation for a child, but there was
an ongoing development over the years.
Uh-huh. I am going to ask you about a couple of other
things just. Section 103 --
Yes.
-— of the Children & Young Persons Act was the section
which a lot of children were received iInto care under
and there were a large number of children placed in
Termonbacca and Nazareth House voluntarily aside from
the section 103 entrants.

One of the things -- was the Board -- | mean, you
must have been aware when you went to Termonbacca to

place those three children that those weren®t the only

children in that home and that there were a large number

of children who were there not on foot of any court

order, for example, or on foot of a section 103 entrance

procedure. So what I want to know iIs did the Board ever

seek to assess whether those children ought to be iIn
care, those other children who you were aware of?
I think my answer possibly to that would be we would

have been dependent on referral for our attention --

Page 51

www.merrillcorp.com/mls



Day 31

HIA Inquiry 6 May 2014

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q.

A.

Q.

Page 59

nonetheless of a body of children who were living iIn
residential care and the Board, unless those children
were specifically brought to your attention, really just
left them to the voluntary organisation to look after
without assessing whether they ought to be living in
residential care.

With respect, 1 think that"s a wee bit hard, because

I would have hoped that we would have known about all
the children that were in the voluntary sector from --
certainly from reorganisation. |1 would have been
shocked 1f there were children going in and out of care
that we didn"t know about, because we had an overall
responsibility.

I think just another -- if I can move on to a different
responsibility --

Yes.

-- of the Board, which was under section 131 of the
Children & Young Persons Act --

Uh-huh.

-— and this was a duty to befriend children who had been
in voluntary care --

Yes.

-- and who were about to leave school --

Yes.

-— which would have been probably about 16.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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I truthfully can"t comment on that. District staff

woulld be better equipped than I to comment, because at
that stage in my life 1 was still in Mental Health.

At that point in time?

Yes.

Thank you. Just one other -- you deal with this in
paragraph 28(e) 1 think of your statement. You deal
with the monitoring of children®s homes --

Yes.

-- and being aware of the voluntary regulations --

Yes.

-- both 52 and 75, requiring those homes to be conducted
in such a way as to further the well-being of children.
You were also aware that the home i1tself -- the
organisation that ran the home was supposed to monitor
and inspect to ensure that that was being done.

The Sisters of Nazareth through a statement that
they have provided have effectively admitted that they
did not carry out those inspections, and | am wondering
were you or the Board ever aware whether or not -- did
it satisfy itself that the voluntary homes were
complying with the regulations about inspection? What
do you recall or can you recall anything in particular
about the inspection of voluntary homes?

Well, 1t was never brought to my attention from the
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"70s, 1973, that the voluntary homes were not doing
theilr own monitoring and inspection.

I think you talked about seeing certain inspection
reports of all homes from the 1980s.

Yes. Those were the -- from the DHSS Inspectorate and
those reports would have been shared with us. So we
would have been aware iIn detail of the situation iIn

a voluntary home and also we would have picked up any
criticisms that would have been made of the Board in
delivery of service to the home as well.

There®s just one other matter. Again I am going to use
names, because it iIs easier --

Yes.

-- and 1 don"t want to confuse, but these names are not
to be used outside the chamber.

Yes.

I did ask you if you remembered any incident involving
someone called HIA69 being brought to your attention.

I don"t believe that you did remember that or recall it,
but 1 showed you some documentation in respect of that.
That"s correct.

IT I can just go to SND-10100, now this is a letter
which is written by you, first of all, to the Social
Services Inspectorate, to there. It is about

a girl, and the letter says that you received a letter

www.merrillcorp.com/mls



1.)Dr. Barnardo's don:~ For school-age children. ¥ell-
Ne National organisation Uacedon:i— gyapreq well-eguipped, excellent
c%ge and training. bhli ren
attend outside schools.
2. Manor House:- The same. For babies and
toddlers.
3. Glendhus- Very high ratio of staff to children,
Local Voluntary very good guality staff. any
Committee voluntary helpers in addition.
Excellent care for all ages of
children, boys up to about 9 years,
girls up to school-leaving age.
Equipment and activities excellent.
Whole atmosphere warm and homely.
L. Johnston Memorisl:- Very good care by good quality staff.
School Children go to ordinary day schools
fEs Presbyterian and Technical schools. Natural,
Voluntary Committee happy atmosphére. House a bit shabby,
bzt homely.
5. Hoyallon:-— ¥ill probably wind up as soon as
Charitable trust. present few teen-age girls are on
Ne Really a private their own feet. Very good care as
charity of in an ordinary family. Girls zo
Richardson family, to Grammar or Technieal schools.
Quakers.,
/ 6. Manor House, Lisburn:- Has been poverty-stricken both in money
\4 Voluntary Committee and ideas for some time past.
tif:imdy Insufficient staff of poor quality in
’fnfB. l recent times. Eguipment and
Wt € maintenance very poor. Some
“3) improvement in recent weexs, but needs
C}“‘e‘f 17____ a large amount of money spent on, e.g.,
— k. floor-coverings, heating, beds, tables,
dpasace chairs and play equipment. Attend

N

'1605' Y19H 41016
B50.000 10/50
ICRSLed
Gp736MN1a
REGIMERE
CODE 5-30-0

A.S.C.

Voluntary Children's Homes.

HIA-1462

Ministry of Home Affairs,
Stormont, Belfast.
-‘i‘rfr}r c.-..:é

2

Here are some brief summary impressions of the different

T

outside schools.

Lively energetic young llatron is just
in process of introducing a homelier
atmosphere to this somewhat bare and
spartan Home. Is not helped by the
other 3 members of staff, who are
little more than domestics. Would
need more, hetter-quality staff and
more equipment. . Commitiee would be
willing, I think, if helped. Have
football field, swings and large
playhall. Attend outside schools.

7. Childhaven: -
HMethodist
Voluntary Committee

Insufficient staff, and not of highest
quality. Equipment and maintenance
good, but one room full of lovely
toys never seemsto be entered or used
by children.? Happy enough atmosphere,

8. Victoria Homes: -
Voluntary Committee.
Combines a voluntary
Home and Shamrock
Lodge Training School.

however, and children\}lvely Attend
outside schools.
/9. Thorndale:-




9. Thorndale:-
Salvation Army
mother-and-baby

v RRBLepdEEy come

teen-age girls

Well run by adequate trained staff.
Could do with more play equipment for
toddlers. Otherwise standards of care
and training excellent. Cet grants
from ¥W.A.8., for mother -and-baby work
and payment for them and other children
and girls, who are, as a rule, placed
there by W.A.s.

da

10.Hopedene: -

&

1l.Kennedy House: -

liother-and -baby Homes. Only registered
in case they should ever have to keep
an ungccompanied child temporarily.

12.Good Shepherd
Convent: -
Derry.

Only a few teen-age girls, the rest are
older women.

Id..

13.Good Sheperd / ™\ Material conditions and eguipment very

Convent: - good. Girls and women work in laundry,
Newry. have all smusements laid on inside Home.

Quite happy atmosphere in both places.

14.Sacred Heart Home: -
Good Shepherd

Good material conditions. Could perhaps

Na do with more play equipment, but would,
Convent, I think, buy anything suggested to
Belfast. . them. Have singing, elocution, dancing

classes and girls go out to ordinary
8chools and to do shopping for Home.
Not short of money, I think.
15.Rubane House: - Good care and training by trained staff
of Brothers - plus one woman cook. 1Is
still in process of development, but on
well orgsnized lines.

ﬁhOur Mother of Children go to outside school. This is
Hercy Convent:-— also a Home for old ladies. The

| Newry. A children look gquite well-cared, and the

t babies very well-cared, but I feel there
are insufficient staff, and the bigger
children's activities could be improved.

é?-gggvent of Mercy:~

Mainly a cheap boarding-school, on spartan
Bessbrook.

lines, but affectionate care is given.
Take a few voluntary children only.
Said to have none when Dr. Jimpson
visited recently. Adequate care and
training. Short of play equipment.

_ll“""l;l'

0, liazareth Lodge:-

Foverty-stricken. Short of staff and play
Belfast.

equipment. Very institutional for older
children, and babies in desperate plight.
Rev. lMother very snxious to improve and
hopes to have Nursery School started.. -
Getting equipment already. Zryirc—to-
mafle holiday arrangements. d

\

Very institutional, but material conditions
betten than Nazareth Lodge. Short of
play equipment. Short of staff.

‘Bﬁzareth House: -
Belfast.

4 Do |
/20. S8t. Joseph's Home

HIA-1463
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20. St. Joseph's Home:- Very institutional, but boys do get out

11605} Y2921411096
850,000 10:50
JCRSLd
Gp36 2112
REGIMERE
CODE 5-300

las with one exception school is on the premises),and must be

imust have a distorted idea of it! Even their Y“god-parent" scheme

HIA-1464

Reference

Termonbacca, to school, younger ones to Nazareth

Derry. House, older ones to Christian Brothers.

(Nazareth Home) Short of staff; short of play equipment.
21. Nazareth House!- Best play equipment of any of the L

Derry. Nazareth Homes, at any rate for toddlers.

R Ratro kgu*gStill very institutional.

The children in these L Homesphave nothing like a normal
upbringing. They must feel unloveg’as it is just not possible for
the number of staff to show affection to such large numbers of
children. They can know little or nothing of the world outside,

22

completely unprepared for it, either in character or knowledge.
I find these Homes ntterly depressing and it appals me to think
that these hundreds of children are being reared in bleak
loveleseness. This is not meant entirely as criticism of the
staff, but their task is impossible. Some of them have, however,
1little idea of what a child's life should be. They have got used
to their own institutional set-up. For example, when asked about
the children going out, one replied "Oh yes, they go to the Circus
at Christmas'. If this is their sole contact with the world they

is unreal, as instead of getting ordinary folk somewhere near
the childrens own level to be "uncles and aunta" they have looked
for business men who will give the boys jobs on leaving - regardless
of whether the business is likely to suit the boy!

In short, I think we must press for complete overhaul of the
whole set-up of these Homes, iy v =

(K.B. FORREST) >

28th April, 1953.
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Personal
Dear I'reer,

I em gending you baek your file gbout the inupcction of
the voluntary orzanisations, with just a note to 8ay that I
would he deliphted to discuss it with you any tinme that would
be convenient, but in the meantine for your pr.vute inf'ormation,
you mirht like to know wh:t my imnresszions uare, for what they
are worth, which I don't say is vory nuch.

But if you would like me to 8peuk without putting a
tooth in i4, I would gay that T *holehenrtelly avrce with your
minute to your steff on tre subject, und I ligagres equelly
wholcheurtcdly with the action that they tcok on your minute.

I think trey took Jyou up cozplelely wrongly, and thot
they have gone much too far, and rade much Loo heavy weatler
out of ithe whole business.

I d.dalot of this sopt of thirg hen | was on the
outdoor suaf'f of the Locgl Toverrment Poard, an. ihe enserntial
character of it was that we did not luy cluaim to ury rights to
inspection at all, but actea or: the cssumption thet the parties
concerned would tuke it as a kind of pretty compliment on our
part thst we called in and that 1t gave them a useful opportun-
ity of telling us what magnificent people they were. 1In these
80rt or cases the Roard usel nevep to write to the body con-
cerned and say that t'eip irspectors would cull, but they would
mention to me that there were certain plsces that they would
like ne to have a look in on occaslionally, and I would then go
along and introduce nyself and suay that Je were ol course
mildly interested iu the whole aifair because we had a sort of
responsibility in the matter, and that I Jjust dropped in to
make myself known to them. And Wwith a little more guf't of’ this
kind they invuriably insigted on taking mz all round the damn
place and offering eithep tea or excisable liquor as mignt be
be appropriate in the ¢ircunstances. The same sort of thing
apnlied to the medieal inspeetors, and I have cleap recollections
of going round some fyightful institution for the blind in Cork
with Berry, who was the Medlcal Inspector for that district, on

/more
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more than one occasicn. Th theory in this pluce was thut es
all the immates were blind thers vas no purticul::r obiject in
lighting the passuycs and stuircases, «nd Deprry und I on this
visit nesrly broke our neoess helfl a dezer: times. It was o kind
of standing Jest wilh us.

From the rurely official point of view I woulu think it
& bad thing to introiuce the o:ificinl element. 1 think the
Ministry is rather in thé position of an architecl or oo ogincer
who is 1in charge »f sore Huilding in course oi conscruction
when a tempest arisesy if he gous dosn and gives his contracter
instructions as to whet he is to do in the way of tuking pre-
cautions against the dwmn lece bein; blown down, then if it is
blotn down he is revponsible; whereas if he keedps well axayv and
does no more thaun rins up the contractor on Lhe telechone and
exchanre a little light versiflage on the subject, tnen i tae
place is blown down the resoersibillity is erntirely the contractor's
and the engineer neel only say "ilard luck, cld boy!” 1In other
words, I tkink iFf a3 Governnent Department has any haml in paying
grant it ought to ‘isplay a2 ressonuble interest in how the place
is run, but unless thar=2 is u definite resvonaibility on them
for ensuring that 1t is munazed in the bast and most eccnemical
way possible I don't think they ought to undert.ke this respon-
sibility.

I imagine tiecase are exactly yeur views onr i subicct.

However, in the prcsent case, what has been done hus been
done, and so if I were the responsible person (which thank God I
am not) I think my inclination would be just to see that we did
not get more deeply involved than we are at the moment.

I haven't read every word of the file, but I thirk I have
picked up the general eflTect of it gll.

Yours sincerely,
AR

L. G. P. Freer’ Esq.’ C.EB.E.
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Einlatrry of Hozme Affairam,
—Stormonks Bolfasts

Cn the 23rd of July I vieited Et, Joseph's Boya' Homo, Tormorbaoca. Lhere
were 87 ohildren in residence, Piftoen froo 2 . =alve 3 to §
end
Sneainl Caro Authority,

014 = lntar that
theoe bore ware vary 4ifPlcuit to deal with et tirmes, and she thought thadr
presenoe Wy detrimontal o the welfare of the ather chlldren,

SR 13 thinks it is proboble that she will be trensforrod

kaﬁgﬁnt as sbs will then have completed aix years in offive.
raturned to Tormonbacoa last Septeber, having ouccesaluliy
conplated the Homo Office Residential Child Cere Torkers course for

houseparentn.

SR 38 continues to bo in chorge of the Hursery group, Sho is of
mresent assinted by threo wntrained Nurpeww Agniatonts, One RSN , iB
anxious o train ao a Nursery Hurss. AR ho holde o How
Irolend Oertificete in Child Core ond who has aagsiste SR 38
mmber of yearn, torminated her explayment et the Homo lany Novenber,

g ﬂ‘,u/"’Z{(:w’ SR 13 showed o over the premisess A comsidersble emount

—

e
o

1

ot

afmmtmmmmm“tmumhthmmhmttMInm. A now
xmumtmm@mmmmmmmmuum.

It was & sumy eftormoon and oll the ohildren ware out of doorss. The
omm-boynmplmrootbunonithewmgcrehimrmquﬂnga
veriely of cotivitica on the comont at the side of the houso, Rovs Hother 4o
disappointed that it hos mob been possible o have
durin; her torm of offics. She paid tridute $0 tho mesbors of tho farm
eaxzittes and the womderful assistenoe they had given har on all cocasicna.
Tho 8t Vinoent d¢ Paul had also beem very

and taling the boys cut from timo to $ime. Hoot irportant of all they
mwmmmwwpmmmwmwnamwmfmmﬂm.
this osupervision imoluied daro returnsd to their own parentn, Rev. Lothor
assured 20 that in all cages the Welfare Authority hed been notified in
ecoondance with Seotlon 103 of the Children and Young Persons Act. Rov, Mother
Mmcmmmwmrmmtmdmgmhml-memd
grey flemmel trousorg, This deviation from ¢the olothing mormel ot this Home
is 2 plessant and commendable ohonges

I hopo ¢o re-visls S¢. Josoph's in Septezber ofEREVEE, v 1o
respanadble for the oldor boywn, wao ehoond af the tice of iy visit,

A
5eh August, 1500s




Day 38 HIA Inquiry 22 May 2014

Page 22
1 the rest. The lack of emphasis on the importance of
2 appropriate staffing ratios in residential child care
3 has been one of the most unfortunate aspects of the
4 service to date."

5 Q. Now I am not going to get into it today. There is
6 a longstanding problem in childcare about staffing --

7 A. Exactly.

8 Q. -- qualifications of staffing, about retention of staff.
9 That"s why Castle Priory existed. There is a 1966

10 Williams Committee that was looking at similar problems
11 of understaffing. The 1952 memorandum providing

12 guidance iIndicates that there®"s a reason why that

13 guidance was there, but 1f we bring i1t back to

14 Termonbacca, this problem has been identified. On that
15 list of I think i1t"s twenty homes that are examined by
16 Miss Forrest she identifies four that need a complete
17 overhaul. So this 1s, if | can suggest to you,

18 a special category that this home falls Into. Yet in
19 1960 you have got the inspector there. The staffing

20 problem hasn®"t gone away and there iIs no mention of it.

21 A. Uh-huh.

22 Q. Now can 1 suggest to you that that"s either a particular
23 inadequacy with this inspection by this iInspector or we
24 looked at the Freer memo.

25 A. Yes. Uh-huh.
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speaking beforehand, that the reports do recognise that
the children look fine. Then towards the end, If we
just scroll down, please, the last line is one that is
repeated | think regularly:

"Although inevitably a large institution, every
effort i1s being made to make Nazareth House as homely as
possible for the girls In residence.”

So basic: the roof is over the head, the food is
being put on the table, they look okay, but the
fundamental i1ssue that seems to be missing is the one
you were talking about, which iIs the consequences to the
emotional needs of the child i1If the staffing is
inadequate.

Yes, that"s right. There certainly iIs an emphasis on
material standards and physical well-being as opposed to
emotional or development needs.

Now is i1t the case then -- and 1 said to you beforehand
in order to try to keep this focused I am not
cross-examining you --

Yes.

-— but 1 am trying to get right down to the nub of this.
Were these inspections adequate even of their time,
given the issues we have just discussed?

I would say that they were deficient in a number of

respects. Firstly, they didn"t look at staffing ratios,

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 Q. It"s indicative of a wider problem, which might be
2 characterised as --
3 A. A hands-off approach.
4 Q. -- "1 am the engineer. 1 am not the builder. Let them
5 get on with 1t.”
6 A. Uh-huh. Yes.
7 Q. That has costs iIssues that we are not going to go into
8 today, but you would have expected, regardless of the
9 background policy decision that might have been made or
10 not made, this report should address the issue of the
11 staffing of the home.
12 A. Absolutely. A fundamental issue really.
13 Q. Now we can look at the equivalent for Bishop Street at
14 the same time. It i1s the same iInspector. Just before
15 we leave that report, I am just going to remark on it
16 and then I will ask you the question about i1t slightly
17 later. The report also doesn®t make any reference to
18 the fact that the congregation was not carrying out its
19 legal responsibility under Regulation 4 of the Voluntary
20 Homes Regulations to have the voluntary visitor. Would
21 you not have expected or would you have expected the
22 inspector to be checking that the home was complying
23 with the legislation that applied to 1t?
24 A. Yes. 1 mean, that would have been a very basic function
25 of inspection. One of the most basic functions would be

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Yes. Uh-huh.

-— but it"s clear there is an ongoing tension. There 1is

a financial aspect to i1t, because there iIs a recognition

on behalf of the government that, "This care is cheaper
than care if we have to provide it".

Uh-huh.

What 1°d ask you to consider -- whether you are in

a position to say so now or it"s something you®ll have
to take away and look at -- is whether on a much more
strategic level that government should have recognised
much more quickly that this fusion of two means of
operating the statutory sector, growing the voluntary
sector just didn"t work properly, because the type of
encouragement to liaise with one another seems replete
with the inability to enforce and ensure that i1t gets
satisftactorily done --

Yes.

-— and whether i1t took too long. Rather than letting
the voluntary sector providing childcare wither on the
vine --

Uh-huh.

-— a more proactive approach was needed to move the
system to one where these types of problems didn"t
infest. That"s maybe something you can take away --

Yes.

Page 41
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1 Q. -- and look at on a more global basis --

2 A. A broader aspect, yes. Uh-huh.

3 Q. -- looking down. Of course, it brings in other homes

4 that there hasn®t been the same difficulty with —-

5 A. Absolutely, yes.

6 Q. -- like Dr Barnardo"s and so on.

7 A. Victoria House and so on, yes.

8 Q. That"s a very strategic question that the Department may
9 need to look at on behalf of the government.

10 A. Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

11 Q. What 1 want to do then is go back ultimately, because we

12 are iIn this module looking at Termonbacca and Bishop

13 Street, to HIA-1464. This is Kathleen Forrest"s memo.
14 Really 1 want to focus now -- we have looked at the

15 specifics of staffing, of iInspecting, but you will see
16 the last sentence from her in 1953:

17 "In short, I think we must press for a complete

18 overhaul of the whole set-up of these homes, and assist
19 them in every way possible."

20 Now there is two aspects to that. | appreciate at
21 the time Miss Forrest was the children®s Inspector. So
22 she would have a hierarchy of civil servants above her,
23 but she 1s on the ground and this is what she finds, and
24 she says:

25 “"This place™™, 1e Termonbacca and Bishop Street, 'may

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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action. | mean, we may still find some. We just don"t
know, but certainly a very disturbing situation
continued for a number of years, and if there was no
proactive intervention by the Department, | would have
to see that as a failing on the part of the Ministry --
it should be the Ministry.

I think 1t may have passed on to the Department --

Yes.

-- 1f 1t continued after 1973 --

Yes. Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

-— and it may very well have, but if I can ask you the
question In this way. We hear nowadays of problems
within the Health Service and the turnaround team gets
parachuted in to the major problem.

When you look at Kathleen Forrest®s memo, i1s that
not -- is what she is screaming, If I can put it that
way, nhot that very thing that should have set off major
alarm bells within the Ministry?

It should, yes.

And while 1t i1s right and 1 will be pointing out lots of
occasions where significant funds were given to do many
things, and we can see, for instance, Kathleen Forrest
being involved In encouraging that the rebuild that
takes place --

Yes. Uh-huh.
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relation to the reports, and i1t is fragmentary, and we
have to draw conclusions from analogous reports and so
on, but one way of looking at it is to say there is no
evidence to show, in fact, that the alarm bells were
heeded i1n relation to Termonbacca, Nazareth House iIn
terms of staffing, In other words, she is pointing out
that the task i1s impossible for the number of staff.
Have you come across anything that suggests that the
Ministry looked at not merely giving a grant for this
piece of structural improvement, and by that 1 mean
a physical thing --
Yes.
-- such as a kitchen or a playroom or whatever, but
addressed the wider implications of providing financial
support to Termonbacca and Nazareth House to allow them
to increase their staffing levels, which, of course,
woulld have had very significant financial implications
for expenditure?
Yes. Uh-huh. Yes. The Department and the Ministry did
not appear to have any kind of remit for supplying
revenue funding directly to voluntary homes. That has
never happened and I would need to go back -- we"d need
to go back to the 1950, 1968 Act and perhaps actually
some of the Health and Social Services Orders or Acts to

look at whether that was possible, but traditionally
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Yes. | have to say I find 1t a very surprising
oversight in the 1983 iInspection that i1t didn"t look at
the monthly visiting requirements, and 1 don"t know
whether that was a deficiency iIn the guidance that the
Inspector was working to at the time or whether It was
something that they had simply overlooked themselves.
Well, they were identifying a lot of other major issues.
Yes.

But 1 think, as you said in your evidence earlier,

a fundamentally basic step is: what is the legal
requirements? Are they doing those?

Yes.

And that doesn®"t seem to have been a feature of this --
the reporting systems until the 1986 report.

That"s right, yes, and, of course, it is addressed iIn
every report --

Thereafter.

-- since then, yes.

That"s an issue that perhaps we don®"t need to get into
today, but i1t is clear that the inspectorate 1is
identifying the same problem year after year after year
and Bishop Street struggle with the setting up of the
visit -- the monthly visitor system. They try various
ways --

Yes.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls



GENERAL:

Balasnce
To Alma
" Payments for Irmates
" 0ld ige Pensions
" Inocone fron other sources
" Subscriptions and Donations

" Ministry of Education
" Legacies

Hele11/41/25/10/56,

NAZAREIH HOUSE, BISHOP STREET, LONDONDERRY

Statement of lLccounts for year ended 3ist December, 1954

& Se

1,352: 7z
9,11-17: i5:
2,338: 10: 1
4,840t 17
2,650: 3:
3,369: T:

23,939: 2:
1,406: 123

2,570: 3:

o win FaNnSone o

£27,915: 18: 1

E=———

Jan' —
Deacs

By
n

LCCOUNT 1954
£ Se de
Board Washing and Clothing 10,333: 143 6
Fuel, light, garden and van 2,663: 6: -
Ratea, insurance and repairs,
furpiture and cdmrch reguis, 758392 14 6
Legal expenses, books, printing,
postage and petty cash 04 73 2
lloney refunded, nedicel, funeral
and travelling expenses 2823 14: 5
Salaries, wages, gratuities and alims 2588 - i-,; .
23,809: 13: 11
Interest 126
8¢, Josorh's Hcmo 3,133: 6 8
Rant 13: 14 2
Cheque Books 3: 6: 8
Bank Fee he 1l é
1951 Cheque oashed in Jamary 28: 6: 1
27,118: 19: -
Balance 796: 19: 1

£27,915: 18:
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NAZARETH HOUSE, BISHOP STRERT, LONDONDERRY
Statenent of accounts for ysar endsd 3ist Decerber, 1955

To Bglance

Alns

Paymenta for Imsates

0ld age pensions and N, /488,
Subscriptions and Donations
Incoe fran other socurces
Ministry of Edncation
Legacdoes

Outatanding Chegue

£

796:
3.2&.7:

=N

—

5'5101
4, 659:
25,4392
2,044

550:

—

—
A = v~ =

N WOwW o= W

-t

26,695t 417:

-
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£26,710:  17: 11

Dace 31

By
!

L]

ACCOUNT

board, washing and clothing

Fuel, light, gerden and van

Rates, insurance and repairs,
furmiture and Chmrch Requisites

Legal expenses, books, printing,
poatage

Salaries, wages, gratuities and
alns

Money refunded, medical, funeral
and travelling expenses
Rent

Bank TFee
Chedque books
Unoashed cheque
Interest

Balanoe

£ Be
10,729: 6: 7
2,902: 1: 8
5,53k 4: 11
60: = =
L,786: 2: -
192312 =t A
2h: 6: 8
t 4 -
3: 6: 8
11 w2 -
h2: = =
25,3172 12: 7
15393: 5: &
£26,7402 17: 11
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St. Joseph's Children*s Home, Termonbacoa, County Londonderry

Schedule of Tncome and Expenditure for each of the years 1954,
1955, 1956 and 1957

1954 1955 1956 1957
i £ 8, d. £ 8, d. £ =8, d, £ 8, d,
Board, Washing, Clothing 2,337: 6: 11 2,179: ~-: 8 2,813: ~: 3 2,821: 12: 3

Fuel, Light, Garden, o e

VBN gyseenceciscrseans | 350358 161 T 3,301 6: T T 547238 21 3,692: 11: T
8, Insurance, A
pairs, Furniture, :

- Ohurch Requisites ..., | 2,898: 1: 6 2,44T: T2 5 39979¢ 4 5 3,031: 8:10
Legal Expenses, Books,

Printing, Petty Cash,

01 1. N 56t 11: 5 452 12: 6 43:19: 5 37: 10: 11
Medical, Funeral,

" Travelling sesseseoees %8: 15: 9 217: 1t 3 593 17+ 9 108: ~: 9
Salaries, Wages, Fees, )

Gratuition sesvesesses | 2,025: B: 9 1,492: -3 T 2,138: 3: 6 1,668: 8: 9
Bank Fee8 .eerevscscees 2t 28 - 2: 2: - 2: 12: 6 2:12: 6
Cheque BookS sevessnses 2: 10: = 1: 13: &4 l: 5: = 2: 10: -~
December Cheques cashed

in January .eceeeseces - 432 4 - - 462 10 -
Balante sceeecensnsesss | 1,075: 162 3 458: 15: 1 2,657+ 13: 1 712: L4: &

' (Bills owing =
£1,600)
Total eseceeses JIy4725 9 2 [.10,188: 3¢ 5 | 17,418+ 18: 51 12,123: 9: 11
Income 1954 1955 1956 1957
£ s, d. £ 8. d, £ g, d £ s, do.
ik
Balance from previous

Year ... vsssssene 728: 13: 1°* 1,075: 163 3 4581 15: 1 2,657: 13: 1
AlmS sosisssecsncasce 3’2003 e 3,2003 -3 - 3’2003 ] ‘3,2003 - -
Entrance Fees and
Ponsions ceveevsvnce 1Ths 1l 405: T: 6 709: 5: =
Payments from Public

Bodies sesesasessone 443 17t 6 686: 61 - T40: 8: 7
Subscriptions and L
DONBLLONS ssesressse 313t T: - 1,840: 5: 1 6 [y 1,601: 19: 7
Income from other - - "

BOULCES soseconsesss 70: 14 8 29: 13: 4 2,317 61 4 655: 17: 3
0ld Age Pension - - 852 11 = . 1283 12: -
&'Bzing ssesesecssend 191: 13: 9 - ‘4.88 -y - - )
ReNt sseveccrnrsconee 216: 6: 2 988: 11: 10 80: T: - 78: 11: 6
Milk Refumd seeeveees 95: 11z =~ 181: 2: -~ 66: 415 -
Interest .esveeeecien 5: 8: = 4 1l: 9 30: 37 20T -1 9
Sale of St0CK seeasee 84,9: 8: 4 506: 3: 2 369+ 9: 10 211: 15 &4
Sale of Farm Produce 369: L4t - 730: 19: 1 232: 162 11 32: 10: 6
Income from Farm ..., - - - T00: =2 -
Loans from Mother Hous |2,300: -: - 200: -t = 3,000: =: =~ -
Legacy «..{salils 60, - - - 225: 11: 3
Ministry of Home Affairs - - - 800: =: =
Outstanding Chegues 43: L: - - 46: 10: - 281: 17: z ;
Subsidies fromMinistry 122: 14s 3 116: 6: 11 223: 17: 1 39: T
A %igﬁeﬁfsc??ﬂ?.???. 2,347 13: - - -

Sale of Milking

Machine .eeesecescsee - 2232 =t - -

Total .... [11,472: 9: 2 10,188: 3: 5 17,418: 18: 5 12,123: 9¢ 11

o’

\&l""s\‘\b'
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- departmeﬁt as’ soon as funds Wlll permlt

SND 14250

u"-"g

N m,%
da there are eV1dent i
ing: to be- adequately productilve, For these
mich-needed improvements we are “indebted to a committee of ‘mem formed -
from the Leading COatholics of the Oity of Derry, - They.take & keen
interest in all. that concerns this Home and are willing to help the
Sisters in every: possible way.

oW well organlsed,'

“PhHeve® are fecessaty repalrs- to-be-done. in the BoysV

"ho following are urgently needed- KITGHEN 'Refrigerator,
Deep Frylng-pan Jackson Bo:.leE1 " "NURSERY. : Wasﬁlng Machine and

~an .extra Bath- for-the. B&bies,r The latter can be suppli@d from the
Fahan House where there 1s :8.nev. bath not in, use.gjgrv

. As the Ghaplaln 1n this House gets no. gtipend,. Rev.f' :
Mother General arranged. ‘that-each of the four Priests who take_ turns
cting ag’ Ohaplain A8 to be given £5.a%: Ghristmas and £5..1 ~Jn1y each

year.
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St. Joseph's Children*s Home, Termonbacoa, County Londonderry

Schedule of Tncome and Expenditure for each of the years 1954,
1955, 1956 and 1957

1954 1955 1956 1957
i £ 8, d. £ 8, d. £ =8, d, £ 8, d,
Board, Washing, Clothing 2,337: 6: 11 2,179: ~-: 8 2,813: ~: 3 2,821: 12: 3

Fuel, Light, Garden, o e

VBN gyseenceciscrseans | 350358 161 T 3,301 6: T T 547238 21 3,692: 11: T
8, Insurance, A
pairs, Furniture, :

- Ohurch Requisites ..., | 2,898: 1: 6 2,44T: T2 5 39979¢ 4 5 3,031: 8:10
Legal Expenses, Books,

Printing, Petty Cash,

01 1. N 56t 11: 5 452 12: 6 43:19: 5 37: 10: 11
Medical, Funeral,

" Travelling sesseseoees %8: 15: 9 217: 1t 3 593 17+ 9 108: ~: 9
Salaries, Wages, Fees, )

Gratuition sesvesesses | 2,025: B: 9 1,492: -3 T 2,138: 3: 6 1,668: 8: 9
Bank Fee8 .eerevscscees 2t 28 - 2: 2: - 2: 12: 6 2:12: 6
Cheque BookS sevessnses 2: 10: = 1: 13: &4 l: 5: = 2: 10: -~
December Cheques cashed

in January .eceeeseces - 432 4 - - 462 10 -
Balante sceeecensnsesss | 1,075: 162 3 458: 15: 1 2,657+ 13: 1 712: L4: &

' (Bills owing =
£1,600)
Total eseceeses JIy4725 9 2 [.10,188: 3¢ 5 | 17,418+ 18: 51 12,123: 9: 11
Income 1954 1955 1956 1957
£ s, d. £ 8. d, £ g, d £ s, do.
ik
Balance from previous

Year ... vsssssene 728: 13: 1°* 1,075: 163 3 4581 15: 1 2,657: 13: 1
AlmS sosisssecsncasce 3’2003 e 3,2003 -3 - 3’2003 ] ‘3,2003 - -
Entrance Fees and
Ponsions ceveevsvnce 1Ths 1l 405: T: 6 709: 5: =
Payments from Public

Bodies sesesasessone 443 17t 6 686: 61 - T40: 8: 7
Subscriptions and L
DONBLLONS ssesressse 313t T: - 1,840: 5: 1 6 [y 1,601: 19: 7
Income from other - - "

BOULCES soseconsesss 70: 14 8 29: 13: 4 2,317 61 4 655: 17: 3
0ld Age Pension - - 852 11 = . 1283 12: -
&'Bzing ssesesecssend 191: 13: 9 - ‘4.88 -y - - )
ReNt sseveccrnrsconee 216: 6: 2 988: 11: 10 80: T: - 78: 11: 6
Milk Refumd seeeveees 95: 11z =~ 181: 2: -~ 66: 415 -
Interest .esveeeecien 5: 8: = 4 1l: 9 30: 37 20T -1 9
Sale of St0CK seeasee 84,9: 8: 4 506: 3: 2 369+ 9: 10 211: 15 &4
Sale of Farm Produce 369: L4t - 730: 19: 1 232: 162 11 32: 10: 6
Income from Farm ..., - - - T00: =2 -
Loans from Mother Hous |2,300: -: - 200: -t = 3,000: =: =~ -
Legacy «..{salils 60, - - - 225: 11: 3
Ministry of Home Affairs - - - 800: =: =
Outstanding Chegues 43: L: - - 46: 10: - 281: 17: z ;
Subsidies fromMinistry 122: 14s 3 116: 6: 11 223: 17: 1 39: T
A %igﬁeﬁfsc??ﬂ?.???. 2,347 13: - - -

Sale of Milking

Machine .eeesecescsee - 2232 =t - -

Total .... [11,472: 9: 2 10,188: 3: 5 17,418: 18: 5 12,123: 9¢ 11
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{1772) WtY.21081 /4120
10/51 1,200,000 IC&S
Ltd. Gp736/208
(REGIMEAN)
CODE 5-33-0

. , ‘ i Referenc‘e‘ Tel06 ...
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Stormont, Belfast.

D/P.Ce

Londonderry's argument for "no taxation without representation"
is at first sight reasonable, but the emounts involved are so small and
the delay that would be involved in seeking the views of each Welfare

| Authority on each application a8 VoH. would be so great that I

think we should adhere to our existing practice. What would happen to
every case if we agreed to this suggestion is that several of the
Welfare Authorities would refuse their consent and later their
gtri‘butian on the grounds that they received no immediate benefit

the Home, eand we would be left to apportion the cost among the
less intractable or more generous with a vast amount of correspondence
and caloulation, which the matter does not warrant. I suggest we tell
the Committee that in all the circumstences we feel that the guestion
of grants to Voluntary Homes is one we feel is best left to the
Ministry's discretion. .

. (\9‘,"‘7

16%h April, 1953.

z ~ s £ I Dbl
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Ministry's discretionary powers I feel thet in deciding the
issue, due weight should be given to the Ffollowing congiders-
tiong:~

(1) +that relatively much greater reliance is placed
on voluntary homes in Worthern Ireland than in other
partg of the United Kingdom:

(2} +that in the gpecial Worthern Ireland circumstances
it could safely be assumed that quite a large number of
the children voluntarily sccommodated in homes like
Termonbaccs would, if these hemes were not.available,
hzve to be accomrodated at much greater expense by the
welfare authorities;:

(3} +that there is no doubt that the children in this
bome have at present an undesirably low standard of
gccommedation and thers is at the very least no guaran-
tee that the right sort of improvemsnts, or indeed any
improvements, will be made if there ig no possiblility of
grant aid;

(4) that the role of voluntary crganisations in the
child care field is at presoent under consideration by
the Child Welfare Council. In addition; there arc
currently indieations that Roman Catholic orgunisations
would be receptive to suggestions for introducing a more
enlightened and up-to-date approach in voluntary child
care. My Department would naturally wish to foster such
an approach, and, as far as possible, would use the
svailability of grant to achieve this. In view of these
factors, I think it would be undesirable for my Depart-
ment to adopt what might be regarded as a negative
approach at the present time.

In all the circumstsnces I propose, unless my colleagues
Toresee the poseibility of embarrassing repercussions in
other fields, to refer the whole muestion to the Committee
set up by my predecessor, the late Judge Hanna, under the
chairmanship of Miss Bessie Maconachie, M.P. Tho terms of
reference of this Committee include the consideration of pro-
rosed improvements or modifications of children's homes on
which the function of the Committee is "to advise the Minigter
whether or not the circumstances appear to be such as to eall
for special financial assistance from public funds under the
Lot®, The Committes contains representatives of the churches,

/the

SND-6019
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the Child Y'elfare Council and the locel suthorities.

’ W, CRAIG

Miniatry of Home Affaira,
Stormont.

lgt  July, 1964,

o

o
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HorEFIELD COTTAGE,
KincorRa AVENUE,

BeLFAST.
TeLerPHoNE No. 54019,

13th January, 1996.
(Dict. 12th.)

Ths #t. Hon. ¢. B. Hsnna, J.C., Y.P.
£37, Anirim Road,
B 4L FAST .

ily dear (;ﬂVUL

Thank you very much indeed for speaking to me
today ebout the subject which we were discussing.

Ly first resction wes thet I could not accept
such a proposition =at e&ll and, on reflection, T am
bound to say thst that is even nors definitely my
attitude. Within thet principle, hnowever, I am only
too dolighted to help you in any way possible and I
snould welcome an opportunity of doing so. But if,
ultimately, you feel that et your level you cannot
tekxe tne desired action, then I would be very much
obliged if I might be informed in good time as, in
such circumstances &nd as indeed you sugsested your-
self todesy, I would fesl bound to spproach the Prime
Minister personally in order tnat no stone might be
left unturned to prevent such a very unfortunate, end
I belisve wrong, step being taken.

I would &gein thank you very much indeed for your
consideration in letting me Lnow of this, I can assure
you thet I deeply appreciate iz,

So faer os the other matter is concernzd about which

you spoke to me I have taken the necessary action to see
if the required Resolution can be passec.

Yours sincersly,



SND-7503
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1orPEFIELD COTTAGE,
KiNcORA AVENUE,

BELFAST.
TeLerHONE No. 54019.

9th February, 1956.

The Rto Hono G’o Bo Hann&, Q.C.’ H.P.

Minister of Home Affeairs for Northern Ireland,
STORHONT,

Belfast,

My dear é%qu

I am very much obliged to you for telling me
about the present position in relation to the proposed
Grant to the Nazareih Home in Londgnderry. On further
reflection about this matter I enf more strongly con-
vinced tnat this Grant should not"be made at any time
but particularly at the present time when public monies
should be so carefully guarded. As Yyou Know 1 take a
very strong view about this matter and, if it should go
through, I could not undertake even to give outward
support to the proposition. I do urge that this Grant
is not mede and I feel that the matter is one of
sufficient importance to be put to the Prime Minister -
in which I am so glad that you agree - and also I would

suggest that it is one that might be put before the
Party.

Again I would say how grateful 1 am to you
for having kept me in the picture over this matter.

Yours sincerely,
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s & Bm very gmﬁzy concerned shout the operation of Section 118 of the 1950 Act.
Emﬁm‘ his gection the mmﬂ.-tr,r my pey grants in certain ciroumstances to veluntery
sanisations where “At appears to the Ministry requisite that grants should be mede".
Immﬁaﬁﬂlmmtmm "requisite” means in this context, Is it
necessary for the orgenisation to prove that the momey is needed o emable the work jo

m@mmamora&taawwmﬂmm#smmumw&zmmﬂﬂ?

Sub-section (2) mekes provision for gvamis being made by a welfare authority with
the oonsent of the Ministry., In this subesection no indication is given of the }
mmmtmwbctakmmkammﬁhthamungermehgrmharﬁnm

exercise of the Ministry's discretion.

We have a situstion in which the Ministry cen meke grants, 50% of whioch must be
paid by welfare authorities without reference being made %o the welfare authoriiies
in the matter of the grants or the need for the sums This is a clear instance of
taxation without representations A welfsre authoriiy oan meke a grant but only with
the oonsent of the Ilinisiry, The section will be bound to creste difficuliies even if
administered with the utmost goodwill on all sides,, It osours to me that we could
AmmmWMawmmmvmquwwmwmm
maloagmammegrmt,om«ﬂ&mmmw%nwlfmm&tm This is
MMMWMQW.

In the ciroumstances presently prevailing in Nerthern Ireland, Wtsto
voluntary homes mist necessarily be a source of great political dmgw.
wiﬁmit%wiwtomuamwmmrwmmwmmﬁath-pouﬁul
field, The whole matter will have te be reviewed and I would like %o have
suggestions as to possible courses which we oould adopt.

I heszitate %o give a decision on the cese presen wers »e, Apperemily it
was agreed dhat certain inprovements were necessary a'u h Lodge but agreement
was not ryesohed on the extent of the improvemsnts, Those mpeuébla for ,
mummrwmmwmmaummmm : ‘

While negotiations wers being carried on the erganisers WMM with their own
schexn, In oqmﬁ.w it might appear that the Ministry should meke the gx‘&n‘h of such
8 vould have been payable hed thelr own. scheme been adopled, bub
- 1 it would leave it open %o any voluntary organisation wi
avail b&e to proceed with elsborvete reconstruction using their Wa.ilmifafw funds for
snd leaving the 8tate with the responsibility of 'px'widmg
| ttion although their advices had mot boen accepted. I just dorlt like %,
hink ‘khaﬁ any decision will heawe %o be withheld until we have the whole mﬁiﬂ‘ put

Sn@mm ' .\\

&g Sg Ca

e This 4s far reeshing, It would be a good plan Af you would take some early
opportunity of finding out exactly how the mwnmmm@m‘ = parkicularly

4in regerd to theme welfare hntributiema, I don't think it oen be dons on paper,

A fow "bales of malt" in the sppropriate quarter is indicated, -

(Intld.) AR
Sacv.

I shall certainly ses Mr, Gwymn sbout this, Inmmm'hatwﬁanmn
tatukemih&nmﬂmnamuppnmthm?

(Intld.) 3.B.0'N.
Ve may await oukcoms of Minteter's letter
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stating that app
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Yesterday and the 14
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nisiry's decision
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16th September,

vas noted withh re
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1958,
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y Termonbaces,
£1,000, subject to the appr
netion from the Minlatry wva

The Cormnittee,

oval’
g sought
ion a copy of the

*oval cannot be given

at its meeting

gret,

Tours faithfully,

;‘{-?-/h ~ol o

LI v O.r\_v

Roul?

Secmtary.
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T,125 3rd October, 1958,

Dear lMr. Mciteor,

I am afreid that the decision made the Minmisiry on the geperal
prinmman--ﬁigm:’fm Hfrants by Velfere-Tathotltles’ under on 118(2)
of thd-OhilRres «i¥ Youlf Fersons Act {IR.); 3990,"1is fim and that
therefore tHer¥is ho hbpe of the deoision of the partichlarvese now in
question being altered. You have, however, raised some specifie points
in your letter of 30th September which must, we feel, be answered in
order totmahkd €e position quite dlear, o <5 w :

If you will read the pessage in the sectnd reading ‘speech to which
you refer in conjunction with the remarks of Mr, ness recorded at the
top ofiColunil’ 1879 you #ill Find that theréd Io- nothing invbnstnient 'between
the statements -dhen made bl the dobislon Now reached, a8

b e -

; : R Ea
The bmsié piinciple, Y stated 1w Coithm 18795 is tha®it-iswmot the
intention to supplement the funds of Véeluntely ¥omés by Gévetyment grants,
It is, as indicated in Column 1876, hoped, with the co-operation of the
organisers, to use the.fasilitids §f° Voluntery Homes where long-term J
institutional accommodation is called for, and, to complete the picture, !
in the penultimate paragraph of Columm 1878, it was hoped that the Voluntary
Homes would co-operate with the lelfare 2nthoﬁties by using the facilities i
provided by the Authoriti&mfogbb&dﬂ& out children in Voluntary Homes ,
whose cages did not call for long=stay inatitutional accommodation, In |
terms of finance, these three aspects of the one problem contemplate that,
vhile Voluntary Mk ©311nasddshue to be independent chariteble organisations )

,9 responsible for their own financial upkeep, a Welfare Authority will pay a
.}° Home for the mmintenance of any children accepted by the Home from the
3¢ Welfare Authority for institutional accommodation and, conversely, will take

p——"

ot
p

in the opinion of the lManagers, would be better boarded out than indefinitely
sequestered in an institution, It is to be regretted that more use has not
been made of this last-mentioned practice, which might have reduced the

strain upon their accommodation and funds, at times felt by some of the Hobhsuy™

over, and pay the cost of boarding out, any children in Veluntary Homes who, \

|

The use of Section 118(1) is in rather a different category and should
not be confused with the amspects dealt with sbove, The Mimistry is charged |
with the daty of ensuring that certain physical standards (which can in
certain circumstances be regarded as including the stendard of qualified
staffing in, to take an example, a Babies' Home) are maintained in Voluntary
Homes, If a Home cannot maintain or reach those stenddrds 1%-1s the quiy _

SND-6001
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S
of the Ministry to withdraw its certificate of registration. Many of the b ‘

Homes have been in existence for a long time, and to conform to the necessary |

standards major works of improvement (but not of increase of capacity) or l

replacement may be needed, Since Parliament has recognised the value and
place of these Voluntary Homes in the general child welfare scheme it was
perfectly logical for Parliament to provide, in Section 118(1), that where

the financinl circumstences were such that the Home could not, from its own
regources, cope with the full coat of conforming to the standarda, assistance ~
could be given from Government funds (and therefore ipdirectly in part from
local funds under the coat-sharing principle) to avoid the regrettable
eltemative of the withdrawnl of registration and so the loss of the facilities
provided by the Home., It is quite obvious in this comnection that contributions
of this kind should be made only from one source and that individual Velfare
Authorities could not be allowed to duplicate or supplement asaistance given
by the GCovermrment after full review of the needs of the case. All grants made
under Section 118(1) have been made in sirict conformity with the principles
enunciated sbove,

Having very carefully reviewed the subject and having reached the
conclusion indicated, the Mimistry, as the Private Seoretary indicated in his last
letter, made enquiry of the Home Office, which administers a provision in the

/English
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25, Williem Street,
Derry City.

{ 30th September,1958
My Ref. F.197/16

The Private Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Stormont,

Belfast,

Dear Private Secretary,

St. Joseph's Home for Boys, Termgnbacea, Derry, N.I,
Thank you for your lstter of 26th instant.

I do not folleow the reasoning used for the refusal,
Section 118 (2) authorises the Ministry to make grants if it
80 Wills and all that is needed in this case is the will,

How on earth could there by anything improper in the Ministry
agreeing that the primary object of this Home is the welfare
of children®

If, however, it is for Bsome reasgn deemed essential to
view the claim only from Section 118 (1), it could still be
allowed. The accounts show a debit of £1,668 for salaries
and wages and surely this mst be regarded as "securing
that voluntary homes will be better provided with gqualified
staff", If, in turn, the Ministry manage to knock down this
argument, Would not the years of improving and egquipping of
the premises without grant from public funds safely tids
the claim over to success?

I have refreshed my memory by reading the then Minister's
Second Reading speech introducing the Bill in 1949. Tn the
official Report, Volume 33 at columm1876, last sentence of the
second last paragraph there is a hope expressed. A hope
which must be injured by the Ministry's veto in this case.

All that is needed herse is & right sect of will. Be
assured that the public purse is on a Vvery good bargain in
getting £12,000 of first class Welfare work for a mere £1,000.

You sigperely,

E. McAteer



§
S

26th February, 1954

Grants would only be paid to Homes in existence when the new Ohildren?s
Act came into operation and would be in respect of capital improvements or
extensions only, e.g. the grants to.Glendhu Children's Hostel, where an old
stable yard had been converted into accamodation for nurses, Voluntary
Homes would have to produce financial statements. Main part of cost of main-
taining the Children in the Voluntary Homes would remain the responsibility of
voluntary organisations. Giving such grants was more economical than direct
provision of new Homes by Welfare Authorities, as the Voluntary Homes do not
charge full rate, «s they have their own voluntary. fund and labour. In fact
there was the question as to whether there should not be a halt in the pro-
vision of Statutory Homes and the using of more Voluntary Homes.

Further advantages to leunﬁary Homes were the training of staff and
fecility for emergency admissions, ' .

The Ministry felt that where Voluntary Homes' Standards were low they
should have improvement, There. were twenty-one Voluntary Hames registered
with the Ministry, Four seemed to be in need of grants for improvement of
premises, equipment and staff, but there may be more Homes requiring grants.

Points made by the representatives of the Association of Welfare
Committees:— ‘

The representatives stated their surprise that the Ministry of Home
Affairs had called a meeting for the purpose of informing Welfare Authorities
that there were further grants to Voluntary Organisations in mind and not to
give the Welfare Authorities' representatives opportunity to 6ffer their

SND-7475

protests against the Ministry's method of meking grents to Voluntary Qrganisat-

ions.

Representatives from the Authorities in the Western pert of the province
stated so far as ordinary classes of children were concerned they had adequate
accommoda¥ion in their own Children's Homes but they thought that Voluntery
Homes might cater for children's special cases. \

These Authorities objected to making grants to Homes that they were not
likely to use.

It was not true that it was possible to ‘obtain emergency admission to
Voluntary Homes. o

Not all Voluntary Homes were up to the standard of the statutory Homes
and it was difficult in some cases to obtain progressive reports as to the

" ehildren acocommodated in them,

Statutory Homes were also taking care of Servicemen's children.

Tt was not true that the Authorities had placed large numbers of children
in the Voluntaery Homes in the Londonderry erea for it was contended that a great
proportion of the children contained in these Homes were from Eire,

It was argued that the Ministry should make a scheme showing the Homes to
which it was intended that grants should be made, the amount of the grants,
description of the capital expenditure for which grants were intended and the

-

apportionment of cost to each Welfare Authority - before the grants were mads, R

The apportionment on the population basis was not fair in view of the fact that
the largest users of these Homes were the Authorities in Belfast and the
immediate area. Nor was it reasonable to apportion on the basis of the areas
from which the children were admitted, for many children were admitted without
the initiation of the local Welfare Authority. '

Seeing that advertisements for staff consistently failed to obteain
reasonsble response it was doubtful whether it could be sald that there wes
any appreciable training of staff teking place at Voluntary Homes.

One Authority's representative said that the Ministry's approval to

higher bosrding-out rates would increase the number of children boarded-out. Ve

This was countered by snother representative stating thet there was little

difficulty in boarding-out and there would be none if some Authorities would /|
‘cease to advertise their higher boarding-out allowance rates.

e . CenTivBED ON P &,
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-normal resources were not capable of coping with all of this capital

* Maconachie Committee. -

ap———

} regard has therefore been rather one of stimulation, not restrlctlon,
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Reference....

Ministry of Home Af

Stormont,'Belfast

Secretary

Here we have a slightly different version of the problem presented to
us by the Poor Sisters of Nazareth, this time in connection with St. Joseph's
Home, Termonbacca, Londonderry. You will probably remember that in recent

years we VQAgu‘t suggign jal grant to this Home for the purpose of’

’ 2} having satisfied ourselves. that the Home's
expenditure. You may also remember that Paddy Maxwell was very much
interested in the casesand that in fact it was one of the cases then on the
tapis which led to the constitution of the Maconachie Committee, and indeed

one of the cases discussed by me with Mr, Maxwell in the course of my very
much off-the-record mission to him preparatory to the setting up of the

‘You will also recall that Section 118 of the Children Act has two sub-
sections. Under sub-section (1) the Ministry is authorised to make grants
to voluntary organisations for.the purpose of extending or improving their
facilities and/or assisting in the provision of additional qualified staff.
Under the sub-section we are not allowed to contribute towards the running
coats of a home, we can only contribute financially towards ensuring that
its physical‘standards are such that we can conscientiously continue the
home's certificate. ' When we make such a grant we charge half the cost to
the various welfare authorities in proportion to their population.
Sub-section (2) of the Section authorises a local welfare authority to make
grants to voluntary organisations and there are no strings attached to this
authority.  As I conceive it, the intention of the Act was that it is the
duty of the Ministry to ensure that the physical conditions provided far
voluntary homes are such as are required by current standards, and if any
home were to fall, permanently, seriously below these standards we would be
under obligation to discontinue its certificate.  This was done, for example,
in regard to. the Manor House Home, Lisburh. The value of these voluntary'
homes being recognised, howsver, the Ministry is authorised to contribute
towards bringing up the home to standard where the sponsors of the home are
unable to do so. On the other hand, the local welfare authority is
respongible for the day-to-day well-being of deprived children in its area,
not necessarily only those in jts care under the Act. Welfare authorities
maeke use of voluntary homes and when they send children in care to a
voluntary home they of course pay out of their ordinary funds whatever is
charged by the home for the maintenance of the children. It is at the sama«/wW_
time true that the voluntary homes look after a number of children who
otherwise would have to be taken into care by the welfare authority, and
therefore the homes, so to speak, assist the welfare authority in providing
for deprived children., In these circumstances it is logical that conditions
might arise when a welfare authority in ite wisdom decided that it would be
very much in the execution of its duty if it contributed something towards
the day—to—day Tunning costs of one or more valuntary homes in its area over
and above any contribution which it might have to make in respect of
children in care lodged in the home. If a welfare authority mekes such a
contribution it is entitled to charge it up as legitimate expenses under the
Children Act, and the expendlture if approved rranks for the usual 50% grant
from voted monies.

There has been no great enthusiasm shown by welfare authorities to.
exercise their powers under 118(2) and some time ago we went to considerable-
trouble to try to incite the various welfare authorities to exercise their
powers rather more generously in favour of the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children. Our attitude towards the welfare authorities in this

although we have to pay half in any case.

Coming back to St. Joseph's, Termonbacca, at the same time as we

/approved
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approved a capltal grant for the recreation hall the Londonderry Welfare
Authority decided to make a: small grant of .£200 towards the rumning costs of
the Home, and in the circumstances we dpproved this almost with acclamation.
I don't think there is any doubt that the:Londonderry Welfare Authority is
year 'by year: getting far more. than £200 worth Qf valué”from}the exlstence.of
the Home, "= Lis el g i .
However, thls year 1n a burst of gener031ty = one suspects because of
agitation by Mr. Mcﬁigyr - Londenderry proposs 1o .pay‘a: grant of #1,000, andy,
~whilet I should have'lno ‘hesitation whatever in agreeing to a repetitlon, after
gome years' .interval, of the £200 grant, the increase of the. amount of the:
grant by some 500% made us think and we have made enquiries ‘and have given:a
~great deal of consmderatlon to the matter, as will be seen from ths papers on
thefile. d S : ‘ TR o . SR

Mr Alexander 8 thlrd paragraph in hls mlnute of 18th 1nstant glves a
pretty fair picture of 'the relationshipr between iincome and expenditure at the
Home. " T don't know that I agree with him entirely in his arithmetic but
generally the position: appears to:be 'that it costs roughly £10,000 per annum-

to run the Hoe andthat the mormal income against: this is probably a Little
less. / Apart from the Welfare Anthcrlty's small contribution, any deficit'
(and it is awfully hard ‘to esbimateLwhat ‘the deficit was or might have been)
geems to have been made up. by’ go~éalled loans from Headquarters, There is
nothing to show whetheri orinot these loans have to be repaid, but one cannot
 _help feelihg that the loans are made on what has been described as the

«. "Kathleen Mavourneen: system" ahd: that in fact they are gifts. "It is also
reasonable to assume that no matter what deficit occurs and mo matter what .
deep water the Home should at any’ time find itself in Haadquarters or sﬁmabody

will rally round and fill the gap.. “In other words: the position is exaectly ae "

the Mother Superior let out to you at the presentatlon of certlficateslabout :
Nazareth Lodge, Belfast.sx~ : ;

When considerlng the admlssablllty of thas proposed grant cf £l OOO we
must therefore ‘make up our minds whether we are going to'take heed only of
the normal: income.and ‘expenditure p081t10n <. iniwhich case I think we must
admit there is a case for the grant - or 'whether we are going to take -
 cognizance: of the fact that the presence or absence of the grant will make
~mo difference in the end because if'the Welfare Authority do not make the"
grant the money will turn up from- another source as it has done in the’ past .

In: other words, it seems to me’ that the whole thlng ig'a question of
" politieal expedlence and can only be settled on that basig,  On the nomlnal
figures and on the arguments put- forward by the Welfare Authority I don't '
think we would go very far wrong in approving the grant, always rememberlng

that the Welfare Authority Lammws directly, voted monies 1nd1rect1y are being -

_saved probably far more than this over thé years. On the other hand ify din-
view of the fact that for well-known reasons Section 118 grants' are mainly
going to Roman Catholic institutions, we have to take oognizance ‘of the real
position as set out above, I don't think there is a vestige of" justiflcation~
for the grant or at any rate for a grant of this size., As you will see from' -
his last paragraph, Mr, Alexander quite definitely favours the second course.
I.am not: just g0 certain because I am rather afraid of the repercussions that
might result from such a policy carried out to its loglcal conelusion, but as
I have already said the decision is one of the ‘kind that oannot properly be ‘
taken at official level, .

» \ w . O
. : ' - 1@2;7

30th June, 1958.
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Eolfent,

26th Septesber, 1958.

Dear lir, fcAtosr,

You wrote on the 19th Septesber about & gremt of £1,000 to
Ste Joscph's Hooo for Boys, Tormonbacoa.

I have now logked into this patber nnd have found that, vhile a
contribution to Bte Joscph's waa in fect spproved in 1957, the Hnistry
has since investipated the position very tharoughly and, ir the 1ight
of the provision that is made for volimbary children's hores in
Seotion 418(41) of the Okildren and Young Fersoms Act (N.I.), 1950,
has now cono to ths complusion that the payment of contributioms
towards the ruming expanses of a voluntary childrem's home unfer
Section 118(2) of the Act would be improper uss of that provision.
Incidentally, a similor inberpretation is placed by the Homo Office
anthorities on the corresponding provicion in their children's cods.

In those circumstconoes the Mimlstry had no alternative but to
withhold epproval of the Londonderty County Borough Welfure Anthority's
latest proposal in this commection,

Yours sincerely,

B, YW/ LKER,
Exivabe Secvotary

En G. HG.MBSI‘. m&, HOPO’
25 Willian Street,
LONDONPFFRRY
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Annual Inspections

To refer to the Inspections carried out by the Ministry of Home Affairs under Section
102 of the Children and Young Persons Act (Northern Ireland) 1950 and later Section
130 of the Children and Young Persons Act (Northern Ireland) 1968.

1950 “Two school Inspectors from Stormont visited the House and they were very
pleased with the accommodation for the boys.” Page 80

1957 “The different officials who have visited us from Stormont were very pleased with
the boys.” Page 115

1961 “Miss Wright and Dr. Simpson from the Ministry of Home Affairs called in July
and were very pleased with the children and the work done.” Page 132

1962 “Miss Forrest from the Ministry of Home Affairs came during night recreation,
was pleased to find the children so well and happy, some at band practice, they played
for her.” Page 134

1963 “Miss Forrest and Mr Parks came to see the boys place from Stormont. Members
of the Child Welfare Council came to see the children. They remarked how well cared
for the children looked and hoped we would be able to improve this present building.”
Page 142

1964 “Dr Simpson and Miss Hill paid us a visit, February 4. Both were very pleased
with the boys and most anxious that we would build dormitories as more sleeping
accommodation was needed, said they would say so at Stormont and hoped we would
get a Grant.” Page 143

1967 “Miss Forrest and Miss Hill and Mr Blackburn, Ministry of Home Affairs
Stormont came on 15 November to visit the children and discuss the proposed new
building. Mother | IRl Superior Bishop Street and Mr Frank Guckian
Chairman of Termonbacca Aid Association were also present. It was agreed that the
first step would be for the architect to prepare sketch plans and make an estimate of
costs.” Page148

1968 “Miss Forrest Minister of Home Affairs, came on September 10 to see the plans of
the proposed new building and to discuss same with the Architect, Mr White. Miss
Forrest was pleased with the plans and said she would take them to Stormont to have
them examined and to get in touch with us as soon as possible. Miss Hill, Ministry of
Home Affairs, telephoned that our plans were acceptable, a few minor alterations were
necessary and that they would be sending for Mr G White, Architect, very shortly, for a
discussion.  Mr White went to Stormont where it was decided that it would be
necessary to erect a covered way from our kitchen to the new building and to provide a
doctor’s room in one of the three houses. He has now to draw a more detailed plan and
sent a copy of same to the Ministry.” Page 155-6

1969 “On 27 November we had a visit from Dr Simpson and Miss Hill from Stormont.
We had a visit also from Mr Hume MP.”

“In December, Miss Gillespie, Children’s Officer for Tyrone, called to the children in
her care. We had another visit from Mr J. Hume, he spent quite a lot of time with the
boys.” Page 162

1970 “In November 27 we had a visit from Dr Simpson and Miss Hill from Stormont.
They were pleased with arrangements for the children under our difficult
circumstances.” Page 165
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Memorendum for the Cabinet by the Minister of Home Affairs
_ on
Proposed Grant to St. Joseph's Children's Home, Termonbacea

—_—

An approach has been made to my Department for a grant
towards the cost of major improvements at St. Joseph's Home,
Termonbacca, Londonderry. St. Joseph's is registered under
the Children and Young Persons Act {Northern Ireland) 19050
as a voluntary children's home and accommodates gome 90 boys
between the ages of 2 and 16,

The present standards of accommodation at this home
fall considerably below what my Department would regard as
desirable in a home for deprived children and major improve-
ments could certainly be said to be necessary. No plans of
the proposed improvements have yet been prepared but a figure
of £50,000 has been mentioned as the possible cost involved.

Under $.2128(1) of the Act of 1950 my Department is
empowered, subject to the consent of the Ministry of Finance,
to pay grants towards expenses incurred by voluntary organi-
sations in improving the premises or equipment of voluntary
children's homes or in providing qualified staff. Apart
from such grants, the voluntary homes are financed entirely
by voluntary efforts except in so far as they sccomnodate
children who are "in care" of welfare authorities, for whom
they charge a weekly maintenance rate. Voluntary homas are
subject to inspection by my Department end have to be con-
dueted in accordance with regulations made by the Depart-
ment.

Before paying grants from public funds to voluntary
homes it has been the practice of my Department to satisfy
itgelf that there is a real financial need and that the home
in question is unable to meet the cost of neceasary improve-
ments from its own resources. A serious difficulty arises
in attempting to aprly this test in the vresent case; while
it 49 clear from the accounts that St. Joseph's cannot
finance the proposed improvements from its ovn immediate
resources, the home cannot, with certainty, be said to be
entirely independent since it is under the auspices of the
Order of Nazarceth, = world-wide foundation with headquarters
in London. St. Joseph's is known to have recelved substan-
tial contributions (£10,500 in the period 1953-57) from
these headquarters. On learning of these contributions in

/connection
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financial position. ‘The Minister of Home Affalrs said that when his
Department had attempted to obtain details of the finarcial position of the

kwj Order in the past, ths applications for grants had always been withdrawn.

The embarrasement which had now arisen resulted from the practice of giving
grants in the past without the accounts being required. It was, however,

now necessary o decide on the policy to be adopied for ihe fuiurs.

The Minister of Home Affairs explained that in England and Wales it wasm
the practice to ask for details of the accounts of the Order as a whols; but
no details were ever produced and the applications were not pursued. In
Scotland grants had been wade to homes of the Hazareth Order on the assurances
that the homes were required to be self-supporting though it has been hinted
that a more restrictive approach may be necessary in the futurs. The iszue
ag far as Northern Ireland is concerned is further complicated by the much
greater reliance whigh is placed on voluntary homes in Northern Ireland than

in other parts of the United Kingdom.

The Minister of Commerce said he thought the position of St, Joseph's
- wag no different from that of the Lz Szlle Home in Kircubbin for which it
seemed a grant had been refused. If the case of 5t, Joseph's were refarred
to the Maconachie Committee it was possible thai payment of grant might be
recommended by the Committes and in that event the Covernment would be placed

in an embarraseing position.

The Minister of Finance said that as the amount which is now reguired
for 5t. Joseph's 18 substantially greater than anything in the past he felt
that the Minister of Home Affairs should make a further attempt te obiain
the necessary information about the Ilome's finaneial position. The Hinister
of Home Affairs commented that it was likely that a further refusal would
be forthcoming. The Hinister of Labour and NHetional Insurance observed that
at least if the 1nformation was refused the Government would be in a stronger

- position politically.

A suggestion that =zs 3t. Joseph's accommodated a number of children
from Donegal the amount of any grant prorosed should be in proportion to the

number of Northern Ireland children in residence wan &also congidered.

It was decided that the ¥inister of Home Affairs should review the
position in the light of the discussion and refer the matter to a further
Cabinet meeting.

3.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL

Introducing his Memorandum dated 2nd July, 1964, tho Minister of
Agriculiure sald that his proposals were designed to overcome the obstacles
which waere claimed to be holding up the expansion of the meat export tradc.
He explained that the discussions which he had with the Association of
Yunicipal Authorities and Belfuet Corporation had proved most difficult and

/%hat as
-3



mentioned. A4 survey carried cut in 1957 in another connec-
tion indieated that no more than 28, of the children in the
two Roman Catholic children's homes in Londonderry were of
Eire origin. This is,'however, a two-way traffic; Homen
Catholic children under two years of age coming into volun-
tary care in this area are cared for in a voluntary home at
Paughan in Co. Donegal., The obligation on public authori-
ties in Morthern Irelend to care for deprived children does
not depend on the place of origin of the children. Indeed
if the benefits available under the Children Act to deprived
children resident in Northern Ireland were limited to those
who hed been born in Northern Ireland it would be diffilcult
to defend publicly and to administer.

As wag proposed at the meeting of 7th July, a further
attempt has been made to obtain details of the finances of
the Hazareth Order but the mothzr house has once again firmly
refused to supply such details. My Department hes cnce again
been assured that the payments previously made to St. Joseph's
by the mother house were indeed loane and that there ias a
"gtricter than legal" obligation to repay them in due course.

It wos mede clear in my predecessor's memorandum that
there is no doubt as to the urgent necessity of radical
imprdvements in the accommodation provided at this home, but
it might zssist my ceolleasues'! consideration of the auestion
if I pointed cut that if the care were referred to the
Maconachie Committee and whatever thet Committee might
recomuend, I would in no circumstances contemnlate a grant of
more than 507 to 75 of the cost of the project. This will
gt1ill leave =z substantial contribution to be raised .volun-
tarily elther from local sources or from the mother house.
Any grant paid could thus be regarded as representing no more
than a felr share of the costs of providing sdequate support
for children whose maintencnece would, but for the existence
of this home, fall entirely upon the welfare authorities in
Northern Ireland.

I should accordingly be grateful if my colleagues would
consider this question agsin in the light of my predecessor's
memorandum and these observations and decide whether this
application should be referred to the liaconachie Committee.

R. ¥. B. McCOUNELL

Ministry of Home Aflairs,
Stormont.

15th Janusary, 1965.

SND-6025
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The Minister of Home Affairs added that while he
was not particularly happy about extending the principle
of State grants to voluntary homes, the present proposal

would undoubtedly result in considerable economies to the
public purse. Replying to further points he said the
only safeguard against an intake of children from the
Republic lay in relating the grant to the cost of meeting
ascertained local needs.

The pboposals in the Memorandum were approved.

4. FINANCIAL PROVISIONS BILL

Approval was given to the proposals in the Memorandum
by the Minister of Finance dated 2ist October, 1966,

L 5. CONSQOLIDATION OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES ACTS (NORTHERN
IRELAND) 1874 TO 1964 :

The preparation of a consolidating Bill as proposed
in the Memorandum by the Minister of Commerce dated 21st
October, 1966, was approved.

6. HEALTH SERVICES BILL

The Minister of Health and Social Services drew
attention to the difficulties that.could arise at any
moment over the delay in proceeding with this measure,
but the Prime Minister felt that its presentation would
have to be deferred until the Cabinet had had an opportunity
of reconsidering the implications.

7. CHRISTMAS RECESS

Approval was given to the Christmas Recess ektending
from 15th December to 10th January as proposed by the
Leader of the House -~ who explained that the relatively
early resumption in the New Year was necessary to ensure
the passage into law of some fifteen Bills to be enacted
by Easter if possible,

8. SECURITY GUARDS AT MINISTERS' HOMES

It was agreed that the police guards at Ministers'
homes (except in the case of the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Home Affairs) should be withdrawn as
recommended by the Inspector-General.

/9. RE-DISTRIBUTION

-4 -
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eatimated costs or actual expenditure, whichever is the lesser.

In England and Wales, where the proportion of homeless children cared for
by voluntary organisations is very much less than in Northern Ireland, the
situation will be radically changed by the Children and Young Persons Act 1969.
There, most voluntary homes will become either "controlled”, i.e. have &
preponderance of local asuthority managers, in which cases the total costs will
be borme by the local authorities or Massisted™, i.e. have a minority of local
authority managers, in which cases the costs of running will be borme by the
voluntary organisations (fees being paid by local authorities for children in
their care) but the homes will be eligible for 100% excheguer grant on
necessary building work., My Department will study this new development but
having regard to the extensive use of voluntary homes in Northern Ireland it

may not be appropriate at the present time to contemplate a similar development,

The Rev. Mother Genersal of the Order visited my Department last year and
confirmed that each member house wes expected to be self-supperting in its omn
arca and that where loans wers made available they were under a stricter than
legal cbligation to make repaymeﬁt. There is no reason to doubt this position
and indeed the accounts indicate repayments of substantial debts to the Mother
House. Purther it is diffieult to argue that the accounts of an organisation
covering some 60 or 70 foundations scattered throughout the entire world and
covering a wide range of social need have any significant bearing on a

children's home in Londonderry.

4t, Joseph's, Termonbacca, has now sccumilated the sum of £20,000 towards
the projeot and Mr, F. Guokian, Chalrman of the Permonbacca Aid Association,
bas informed us that before the enmd of 1970 they hope to have a further
£15,000 raised for the home; at present they have £10,000 towards this target
figure, This will leave a balance of £58,500 to be met.

Because of the urgency of need for worth-while improvements and the
special difficulties in Londonderry my colleagues may feel that a grant of
approximately 5@%, say £45,000, would be appropriate in present circumstances.
My view and that of my Department is that we should not offer below £40,000;
this would leave some £18,500 still to be met by voluntary effort in additien
to the £35,000 already raised or promised from voluntary sources and of course
the day-to~day expenses of running the home continue.

The grant would be payable under Section 152(1) of the Children and Young
Persons Act (Northern Ireland) 1968 and would be subject to the usual conditions
of repayment in whole or in part in the event of the premises ceasing to be

"used 23 & voluntary home. 50% of the grant would be recovered from the welfare

/authorities
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520 Public Employment Procedures

The Hon. Secretary reported that he had consulted with the Association of
Health Committees as instructed.

Observations on the Model Code of Procedure had been prepared, it was agreed
that these should be circulated to Chief Welfare Officers mnd submitted to the
Association of County Councils.

544 Salvation Army Eventide Home

It was decided to recommend payment of a maintenance charge of £7. 0. 0,
per week to this Home with effect from 3rd November, 1969.

552 Re-—organization of Central Training Council

The Hon. Secretary reported that with a letter dated 16th July, 1970 the
Ministry had submitted a further document about the proposed Central Council for
Education and Training in Social Work and had asked for comments before the end of
July.

A copy of the document had been circulated to all Chief Welfare Officers,
they had no comments to make and the Hinistry had been so informed.

It was agreed to accept the Hon, Secretary's report,

555 Craft Instructors Salary Scales

It was reported that Mr. Mason and the Hon. Secretary had discussed the
Association's proposals relating to Craft and Workslop Instructors salaries with
officials of the Ministry on the 15th July when it had been agreed that the
Association would write to the Ministry seeking approval to the creating of a grade
of staff to be known as Superintendent Instructor. The Ministry had intimated
that the matter of salary scale for this grade would then be for the Joint Board
to decide,

After discussion the Hon. Secretary was instructed to write to the Joint
Board recommending that a grade of Superintendent Instructor be created on a salary
scale of T4,

558 St, Joseph's Home, Termonbacca.

In a letter dated June, 1970 the Ministry of Home Affairs advised that a
contract had been placed for the alterations to this Home and the latest estimated
cost was now £103,500. This will not effect the grant payable which is a maximum
of £45,000, The contract period is 15 months and this will mean that expenditure
of over £40,000 will have to be met in the 1970/71 financial year. In these
circumstances the Ministry consider that grants as originally proposed for
1970/71; 1971/72; and 1972/75 would be appropriate.

It was appreciated that Welfare Committees had not been able to make provision
for this grant in their current estimates. In the light of the Ministry's comments
it was agreed to recommend payment of grant over the period suggested by the
Ministry.

562 Our Lady's Hospice, Beechmount, Belfsst.

It was decided to recommend payment of an increased charge of £8. 8. 0.
per week to this Home with effect from 1lst January, 1970.

56% Disabled Drivers Association

It was decided to recommend payment of a grant of £200 to this Association
for the year ending 31st March, 1971 on a population basis and as follows:-

Antrim - F4258 05 57 ;
Down - £38., 11.11.

/Armagh
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Also in February, “there was a meeting on the site. Everyone present agreed that a
completion date in October is certainly possible.”

In September, “we received a Grant of £1492.00 from the Ministry of Home Affairs.”

In November, “we had a Grant from the Ministry of Home Affairs, £2497.00”
Page 166-7

1972 In January, “we received a further Grant of £3586.00 for the Ministry of Home Affairs
for the building fund.”

In April, “we received a further instalment of Grant for the new wing from the Ministry of
Home Affairs, £4113.00.”

In May “we received a further instalment of Grant from the Ministry of Home Affairs
£2065.00”

In September, “we got a further instalment of Grant from the Ministry of Home Affairs
£3035.00 and we had a visit from Miss Forrest, Ministry of Home Affairs. She was very
pleased with the renovations in the nursery and the new building.”

In November, “Dr Simpson and Miss Hill came to visit us and stayed for lunch. They were
both very pleased with the new building which was opened on 21* November. The Bishop
came and said Mass and blessed our new wing.”

In December, “we were happy to welcome Miss Forrest, Mr Poulter and Mr J Irvine, from the
Ministry of Home Affairs. They were delighted with the new building — thought it was the
best they had seen yet. Mr Irvine promised we would get a further Grant of £12,500.00 also
to help with running costs, he promised to write to the local Authorities to ask them to pay
£11.50p per child per week maintenance for children in their care who were admitted to St
Joseph’s. We trust this will get a successful hearing at all the meetings to be held to discuss
it.

The Children's Officers from County Derry, Omagh and Fermanagh, visited also Mr White
and members of the Derry Development Commission with the Chief Welfare Officer.” Page
179 - 186

1973 “We are very pleased to receive our further Grant £12,500.00 from the Ministry of
Home Affairs for the new building.” Page 187

April, “We were pleased to receive a further instalment of Grant £4875.00 from the Ministry
of Home Affairs.” Page 191

December, “We had a visit from Miss Hill from the Ministry of Home Affairs, she was very
pleased with all she saw and complimented the Sisters on how well kept everything was in
the different Houses.” Page 198

1974 “Miss Forrest and Mr Kirkpatrick from the Department of Social Services Belfast, they
were very pleased with everything and congratulated the Sisters.” Page 201
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REPORT ON VISITATION

Nazareth House,
Dexry,
20th - 29th November 1972.

Couneil Mesting in oonn
Fronided over by

Members present:

jtation held on the 29th Nevember 1972.
al Super
upericr)
rear)

ouncillor)

Observance of Rule and Religicug spirit:

There 1a a very good religious spirit in the House. The Sisters are hard working
and generous. The prayers are devoutly recited and punctually attended, The 0ffice
could be improved if the Cantors ralsed the tons at the beginning of each psalm.

The recreations are bright and oheerful and all the Sistors without exception
seen to get on well together,

Bursax's Remarks and Store: The Bursar sdid that ahe gets all that she requires
for the stora. The store is well steoked,

Sisters! Part: The Sisters' Quarters are in good order and kept neat and clean,
The Community -reom has been nicely decorated recenily,

Chapel: The Chapel ie very wall kept. Altar Linens, Vestments and Sacred Vessele are in
good erder,

The Linen Hoom is awaiting its 'mew lock!. Lhere 1s a plentiful supply of linen
for all in the Houas,

Books ordered te bs kept: The Account Books are meatly and acourately kept. Registers
are written up to date except the Ladies which ie full - a new one is on order.,
Inventories are being rewritten for thome parts of the House that have been
re~organised.

Employnents: Tadies 014 Bullding...., 72 Ladied,sessass 1 Priest

These ladies ara very well cared for and the employment 1s very well kept, Sister
18 most dsvoted to her charges. The part of this employment which was oocoupied by
the men has been medernised and will ba oooupied shortly.

New Bulldingseisesss 27 Gentssueues T Ladios,

The gents are settling down in their new surreundinge, at firs% they huddled together,
they were so used to llving in two rooms for the past few years, now they ara
beginning te appreciate the comforts that have baen provided for them, Sister is

most devoted and tries to her utmost to keap her charges bright and happy.

Ghldren,..ses 1 Girlosvivesse 1 Boy.

The children are levingly cared for by the Sistecrs. At present the 2nd floor is
being converted inte twe flats, thess should be a great help in creating a homely
family atmosphere for ths ¢hildren,

Sohool .., Fo, on Roll.,ees 366..s00ss 122 Boys. svses 244 Gixls
20 resident ohildreh inoluded in the above numbers,

Colleoting Sisters are out every day despite 'the times' and their benefaotors
are as generous ag @ver,

Catering Sigster 1s cheerful and obliging and trias to keep everyone happy with
her well prepared meals,

Fuch work has been done in this House since the last Yisitation, it continues
end the House should be very nice when all the work is Gompleted,

May the harmeny which exists in the Community spread about and may ite peace be felt

by the people i le stricken olty.
Signed|

[Y]

Date QITRJ.O /\(a“.’@h& (?,7_.2
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| 2
REPORT ON° VISITATION.

Nazareth House,
Bishop'Street,Derry,
May 18th - 26th 1971,

COUNCIL MEETING in connection with the Visitation held onr 26th May,l97y,
Presided over by SR 127 gional Superior,

Members present Uperior. ouncillor,and

Observance of Rule and Religious Spiriti- The Sisters are genarous,prayerful and

dedicated to their duties. The recreations are chearful and bright,and there is
a good atmosphere in the House.

Bursar's Remarks and Dursar's Store :- The Sister Bursar said that she gets a good

supply of food and all other necessarles. At present evaryone seems satisfied

with the food.

Sisters!' Part:- The Sister's rooms are neatly kept and everything is in good order.
Chapel:~ The chapel is very well kept. The Sacred Vasesels,linen,Vestments etc.are
in very good order,with the exception of two or three o0ld Vestments which are

* yond repair,

Linen Room:- There is a good supply of everything necessary for the Sisters and
the House.

Books ordered to be kept:~ The Account Bookas are neatly written and up-to-date,.

Inventories of the new Extension and of those parts of the House which have been
altered are now written.
Employments:- Ladles., ?3.. 2 Priesis. This employment is spotlessly clean and tha
Ladies are cared for with great kindness by the Sister in charge of them.
Further improvements are being carried out on the first floor,
New Extension:- Men,, 24,. Women.. B.,. 1 Priest. The men and ladies are well
looked after and the Sister is generous and kind to her charges,
Ghildren:- 3 Groups ., 15,, 16.. 17. The children ara very well cared for and the
Sisters are devoted to them, The 3rd Flat is now complete and it adde greatly to
" 3 comfort of the children,
School:-~ 367 Children on Roll ., 131 Boys ,. 236 Girls.,. 14 Glassrcoms.,

10 Lay Teachers. 4 Sigters,

General Remarks:- As recommended at the last Visitation two sitting rooms have
been provided for the invalid Ladies,with bathrooms,teilets etec. Part of the
Attics are now converted into sleeping accommodation,with bathrooms, toilets,etc.,
but the remaining Attics have stil}l to be done. It was decided to provide a
toilet on the passage leading ito the Church for the convenisnce of tha Elderly,
also one for the Ladies in the garden,as the Men are already provided for,

It was congidered most essential to install a Lift in the Childrens! department,
as owing to their dining room being used by the school children,theirlmeals have
to be carried up several flights of stairs, Collecting keeps up and the people
are most generous despite the unsettled times.

It was decided, for security reasons, to bulld a bungalow in the grounds for the
maintenance man. Hls house could then be used for staff,

SR 127
Signed:

Reglonal Superiar,

Date:- ;'Zék//"[a‘,?f /?7/1 -



Day 23 Open Session HIA Inquiry 7 April 2014

Page 13
1 fall back on placements iIn Nazareth House in Belfast,
2 for example. Maybe the odd placement had to be made
3 there temporarily.
4 Q. There was a shortage of places. Is that fair?
5 A. In - yes. Uh-huh.
6 Q. The decision having been taken it was to Termonbacca
7 that HIA60 was to go, you then take him there?
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. And had you ever been in Termonbacca before or was this
10 your First visit?
11 A. That was my Ffirst visit.
12 Q. And if I was to ask you -- most of the witnesses have
13 been asked their first impression whenever they were
14 there. What was your first Impression as a young
15 welfare officer taking a child to this place?
16 A. Well, I think, looking back, 1 -- it"s a very, very
17 large house. 1t i1s enclosed in large grounds. 1t has
18 a very —-- probably still has a very strong gate, very
19 high gate, you know. 1t would be a bit like
20 approaching -- well, 1t could be -- 1t could be very
21 intimidating to a young child. Now HIAG60 wasn"t a young
22 child. As far as | can remember he was a young
23 teenager. So maybe he would have seen i1t differently,
24 but 1t wouldn®"t be the i1deal place to bring a child.
25 Q. Can you remember now -- and if you can"t remember, just

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 35

individual attention and, you know, paying attention to
their individual way of coping and problems that would
come up for them. So I think at that time anyway

I would have felt that they were -- had a better chance
to get that at Fort James or Harberton.

But is it fair to say you regarded Termonbacca as safe?
Yes. Uh-huh.

And the children appeared well cared for?

Yes.

And you had no concerns about them appearing
malnourished?

No.

So your issue about Termonbacca compared to the other
facilities that were available to you to visit was about
its size?

Well, yes. 1 suppose 1 would have looked at children as
having all sorts of needs and those basic care needs,
physical, you know, their being well dressed and having
food and having a roof over their head and having some
sort of stability, that would have been -- that would
have been considered good, you know, that that was
there, but then 1 think I would be concerned about their
emotional welfare and also how they were going to
develop as -- as people who would be able to cope with

life after care, and 1 probably thought that the

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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children 1In Termonbacca were very, very
institutionalised children and that it was going to be
difficult for them in their later life.

Now let me -- you are aware of me saying to you
beforehand let"s imagine we are sitting in Cafe Nero and
you said to me, "They are very institutionalised”. What
do you -- can you unpack -- can you explain -- what --
when you say they were very institutionalised, what did
that look like? What was the concern that you could see
in them that had you not really wanting them there,
wanting them somewhere else preferably? What did it
look like to be institutionalised, as you saw i1t?

Well, 1 think that because they were part of a very
large group, they didn"t have the chance to experience

themselves as having individual, you know, needs and

to -- you know, maybe to relate to others in a more
personal way. | thought that -- maybe this i1s based on
only one family now. | thought that they found i1t hard

to relate to me, because they"d been involved with so
many different people, although, having said that, the
children in our own children®s homes would have had that
turnover of staff as well, but I just felt they hadn"t
experienced close interpersonal relationships.

You mentioned staff. In terms of -- how did the ratios

of staff to children compare between -- you had Fort

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 37

James and Harberton eventually to talk about and compare
with Termonbacca. How did the staff ratios appear?

Were they the same? Did there seem to be more staff in
one place than the other? Did one place seem to have
plenty of staff and another place not? What was the
staffing like?

Well, 1f we are sticking to, you know, the 1970s or
maybe early "80s, I think my impression was in
Termonbacca there weren®t that many staff. There was
one nun in charge of each family group and then there
would have been some ancillary staff, like maybe people
to clean or cook, and maybe one or two houseparents, and
there was a residential social worker, which was a very
good -- very good thing, but my feeling is that there
were —-- there was less help around and a lot of it maybe
fell on that -- a lot of responsibility fell on that one
nun, who was like the parent substitute for the whole
group.

And how did that compare with your experience in Fort
James or Harberton?

Well, 1 think there would have been a lot more people
around.

That"s a lot of more staff you®re talking about?

A lot more staff, yes. Uh-huh. Even at that stage

I think they were called residential social workers and

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 41

them in every way possible.™

Now that"s written in NN -
Uh-huh.
You were visiting Termonbacca in [Jii}-
Uh-huh.
Do you recognise the place that | ]]NGEGEE '2s
talking about in N>
Well, no, I wouldn"t, you know -- I think from my
perspective that seems a very extreme, you know,
statement, and obviously that"s what, you know, was
found at that time. So | think by jjjj things had
changed. You know, I thought It was very institutional
at the time, but then my standards of what
an institution were were probably very different, you,
know, but I -- I think that"s -- 1 wouldn®"t have written

that iIn -
So whatever it was like in - that led _

to describe 1t in this way --

Yes.

-- that was not -- while there were issues that you have
explained, you did not view it iIn these stark terms?

No, no, no. I would have said i1t was more benevolent
than that, you know.

And do you point to the social worker that you talk

about as an example of that, SND332, working there and

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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management monitoring report in relation to the home.
During that time particularly I got to know SR2 really
well.

Can you say what your view of her management skills was,
what your view -- what view you formed of her
essentially?

I mean, 1 saw SR2 as being extremely caring, you know,
almost motherly individual in terms of her iInteraction
with the children. She was extremely professional in
that she was trying really hard to bring up the
standard, you know, of care, and we had a particular
interest in trying to improve, you know, the staff, the
training and development of staff. So my overall
impression of SR2 was very positive.

One of the things that has been put is that as children
moved away from being placed in Termonbacca, Nazareth
House on a voluntary basis and became children who were
placed there by Social Services and would have been
involved with social workers, that brought social
workers more into contact with the two homes, with both
Termonbacca and Nazareth House?

Well, 1 believe that"s true, but when you compare it
with the earlier period in which, you know, there seemed
to be less contact, yes.

Woulld you accept, therefore, that the practices that

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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were being employed in the statutory sector would,
therefore, have had a greater influence on the Sisters
of Nazareth and how they then ran their homes?

Yes, | believe so and | think particularly because --

I am trying to recall how Nazareth was constructed at
that time, because earlier on there were two units
within Nazareth. 1 know SR2 had responsibility for one
of them. 1 think i1t later evolved iInto one unit.

I know SR2 was very, very keen to actually implement any
suggestions or any support she was offered and she took
advantage of that.

That 1nvolvement with yourself and people like that
increased their awareness of the under... and the
expectation of the standard of care that would be
required then. Would that be fair?

I would imagine that was so, yes.

Have you any idea whether the Trust itself -- and maybe
you have no idea about this -- whether the Trust would
have ensured that the Sisters were brought up-to-date on
knowledge and research about different practices?

I wouldn®"t have specific knowledge of 1t, but 1 do know
that a colleague of mine had responsibility for visiting
the home during, you know, the late "80s and through the
"90s, TL 4 , and I know that T, 4 was extremely

positive iIn trying to promote that, sharing of that sort

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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of information, you know, with the sisters and with SR2
in particular.

Thank you. HH5, can I -- you have talked about your
limited experience of Termonbacca and obviously were
more involved in Nazareth House. Did you see more of
the layout of Nazareth House and how children were
treated there than did you in Termonbacca?

Oh, yes, definitely.

And what was your impression of Nazareth House?

Well, again Nazareth House -- iIn keeping with what

I have said before, Nazareth House and SR2 in particular
were making real efforts to try to create a much more
family environment for the children, and that was

a difficult task given the location of the home, which
was, you know, in a building which also had a school
alongside i1t, had another residential home for older
people, and they were all combined. So I mean, it took
a great deal of effort and creativity and ingenuity to
try to work with that.

Can 1 ask did you have any role in placing children in
either home?

No, I did not.

For example, when there was no place iIn , you

No.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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NOTE OF MEETING AT NAZARETH HOUSE, LONDONDERRY CN 26 MAY 1983 AT 11.00 AM

PRESENT 3
and Sister Mary (Nazareth Sisters)
Mr P Newman
Mr {vestern Health and Social Services Board)
Mr D O'Brien
Mr T McNeill (DHSS)

This meeting was arranged to discuss an applicalion by for grant—aid from
Child Care Branch to replace windows in the Children's Home. The Home is on 2 floors
of a wing of the main building and this wing also houses the school., The liother
General of the Nazareth Order was in Northern Ireland recently and agreed that the
windows in both the school and the children's heme need to be replaced. The windows

were inspected and there is no doubt they are in a serious state of decay.

obtained quotations from 2 local builders for the replacement of all the

windows.

1. £42,000 pilus VAT
2. £39,000 plus VAT

The latter had broken the figure down to show £15,800 for the children's part of the
wing., Neither builder was aware that ancther builder was also being asked to quote so

these are not competitive tenders.

Mr Newman confirmed that he foresees the Western Board and the Londonderry, Limavady and
Strabane District continuing to use the Home for at least 5 years at about the present
usage. Currently there are 22 children in the Home. On the basis of the Boards continuing
usewas advised the Department will probably grant-aid the work at the rate

of 75% subject to the usual undertaking about insurance and that the Home will continue

to be used as a children's home for a pericd of 5 years.

3

will instruct her architect Miss 0 Madden to draw up 2 scheme and
specification to go out to 3 or 4 competent contractors for competitive prices for the
work. The drawings and specification and the architet-:'bs estimate will Be sent to-

Mr McNeill for Departmental congideration and comment before the documents are -is;ué’d
to the builders as tender documents. When the tenders have been received and passed t.o

the Department to consider, the Department will make a formal offer of grant—aid to
cf the Nazareth Sisters.,
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Nazareth House,
Bishop Street,

Londonderry.
July ITI, IGB4

Mr. M.S. English,
Child Care Branch,
Dept. of Health & Social Services,
Dundonald House,
Upper Newtonards Road,
Belfast, BT4 38F.
|bth

Dear Mr. English

Thank you for your letter of July 6th, in
which you informed us that grant aid on Interim
Certificate No. I on repairs to windows in chil-
dren's wing would be forthcoming.

I am happy to let you know that we have now
received the alloted sum of £2,199,38, from the
Child Care Branch of your department.

Please convey, at your convenience, our most
sincere gratitude and thanks to each Board member
for their kindness and generosity.

Sincerely yours,




SND-13307

This is a large deficit and could not be sustained by a central body over

a long period. It can be seen that the C0ld Peoples' Home reached a surplus
situation in 1985/86 and Mr McAteer tells me that this surplus situation is
likely to continue. I also understand that an eﬁgﬁﬁph.is being made to back-date
an increase in the per capita rate for children and this is one of the items
being dealt with in a letter dated 22 December 1986 from Mr Carroll

(W Board) to our Mr P J Armstrong. I have not seen this letter.

In conclusion, the only doubt I have is whether the losses being incurred on
the Children's Home can be sustained over a long period by the sponsoring
body in London, thus bringing the viability of the Home into question.
Provided you are satisfied that the continuation of the Children's Home is
assured, I would agree that Nazareth House is worthy of support on financial
grounds at the maximum grant which can be given.

H.?.z/a...chq ’

H R TINSLEY

F7 Branch

I&“ February 1987

RMeC
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SR 2

Nazareth House
Bishop Street
L’derry

Dear

SND-8140

A
A L o b e ahAR
L AR AR

FOYLE

COMMUNITY UNIT

Foyle Unit of Management
Riverview Park
Abercorn Road

Londonderry BT48 458
Telephone: {0504) 28611

28 September 1993

I am pleased to enclose our chegue for E15,230 in respect of
2 ungualified residencial BSuclal Worliers for the period

1.4.93 to 30.9.93.

Foyle staff will take the opportunity to explain this funding
in more detail when they meet with you in the near future.

Yours sincerely

.%9,)1\ D z._)l/xaw
JOE WILSON

Acting Unit Accountant

Enc

cc Mr RSN |DRAYAS A/AUGH

Mr Peter McLaughlin A/UGM




SND-8143

NAZARETH HOUSE CHILDREN‘S HOME
BISHOP STREEY
DERRY
BT'48 eUW

TEL: 261876
23 December 1993

Mrs E Way

Unit General Manager
Foyle Community Unit
Riverview Park
Abercorn Road

DERRY

BT48 6SB

Dear Elaine

Thank you very much for meeting with Rory and I on 16 December
despite your heavy schedule. You certainly clarified a way forward
and relieved some of our fears and anxieties.

Thank you very much for ycur chegque of £51,670 in relation to Night
coverage and down payment to help our cash flow. Again this has heen
a tremendous help and much appreciated.

I have received copies of the contract to which I will respond after
the holidays.

Hay T now take this opportunity to invite you at your convenience to
visit Nazareth. 1 would like you to see at first hand the services
we are giving and hope to continue in the future.

Finally all at Nazareth unite in wishing you and your staff a very
happy Christmas and every blessing for the New Year.

Yours sincerely




SND-9775

FER [ ( b
SOCIAL
SERVICES
INSPECTORATE

INSPECTION REPORT

NAZARETH HOUSE CHILDREN’S HOME
LONDONDERRY

NOVEMBER 1992

DHSS
()
Department of Health and Soctal Services
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1 matter of funding with the Western Health & Social
2 Services Board with a view to determining a more
3 satisftactory method of calculating the per capita
4 charge."
5 So 1983 the issue i1s being flagged up.
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. 1 want you to look at a memo. 1 appreciate you can"t --
8 you are not the person who is being chased in 1983, but
9 ifT we look at SND-14510, please, unfortunately the
10 author of this memo has been cut off at the bottom of
11 the page, but i1t records various efforts that were made
12 post the publication of this report, which was published
13 you can see -- they did the inspections In "83. The
14 report was published on 30th December =83.
15 Then they describe various efforts to get speaking
16 to TL 17 about this i1ssue of funding.
17 I think part of the issue was that they based their
18 findings or their comments on you see iIn the first
19 paragraph evidence of files held in the home, and 1 just
20 want to show you what they were referring to when they
21 were drawing attention to various criticisms that they
22 had i1dentified.
23 IT we just skip back, please -- we will come back to
24 this document. |If we just go back to SND-9994, which
25 was paragraph 8.3 of the SWAG report that"s being

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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children placed there by the Board for whom the Board

was responsible.

A. Yes.

CHAIRMAN: So in modern day jargon the Board is buying
services from the Sisters of Nazareth.

A. Yes.

CHAIRMAN: 1 know that®"s not the way the nuns would look at
it, but in financial terms that"s what"s happening, and
yet the SWAG report points out that for all the reasons
that are set out iIn much greater detail the Sisters are
carrying a loss of 25% of their -- of what they charge,
what they reckon it cost them. The SWAG report says it
iIs questionable whether that"s proper because all they
are doing is providing services to the Board. So the
Board i1s profiting essentially, getting it cheap, to be
blunt about i1t?

A. Yes.

CHAIRMAN: The next response we see i1s this handwritten memo
in which it emerges that, however it came about, there
is going to be an iIncrease iIn the per capita payment,
but the point is made, well, this Order iIs or this home
iIs being reimbursed effectively pretty well the same
rate as other homes provided by the same Order.

A. Uh-huh.

CHAIRMAN: That doesn®"t really answer the question whether

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 they are really getting what they deserve to get, does

2 it?

3 A. No, it doesn"t.

4  CHAIRMAN: It doesn®"t answer the broader picture?
5 A. No.

6 CHAIRMAN: It just means that --

7 A. That"s right, Mr Chairman. 1 think that -- I think that

8 the -- 1t could be iInterpreted, as you rightly put 1It,

9 that we were getting care on the cheap by using the

10 Sisters of Nazareth, because we paid them a level of per
11 capita fee that was less than clearly was the economical
12 rate for running the home. At the same time there would
13 have been other financial pressures on childcare within

14 the actual Board i1tself and the running of its

15 facilities, and as the Department were writing to us

16 telling us we needed to look at the level of money being
17 paid to the Sisters of Nazareth, we were writing to them
18 asking them for support to enable to us provide care iIn

19 some of our facilities to meet the needs of the

20 children.

21 The -- so there was -- there was a shortage of

22 resource generally financially. However, 1 do think

23 that shortly after -- this i1s 1983. |Is that right?

24 CHAIRMAN: Well, it looks as if it"s probably written -- it

25 is not dated that 1 can see, but it is presumably
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CHAIRMAN: Well, 1 appreciate that in any of these

Page 65
March/April of "84.

"84, because at that stage the four Boards had begun to
look at the overall -- the question of what should the
per capita or the capitation fee be for voluntary
residential care and attempting to reach a more --

a level playing field right across Northern Ireland so
that there was, In fact, a better rate of payment which
reflected the costs of running the residential

facilities.

discussions one should never lose sight of the fact that
there are other claims on the Board and indeed on
governments for money. So there Is never just

an open-handed approach. "You can have what you want."
But I do think -- just to add, Mr Chairman, I think that
this began to be -- the problem began to be much more
clearly stated and 1 think that provincially we moved to
try and improve that position. 1 don"t know whether
there®s figures available. This was not within the
fieldwork side of the house. It was in the residential
side of the house, these discussions, and at the Board
level with TL 17 and others, but 1 think there was

a effort made across the four Boards to get a better
figure and more recognised, suitable figure for

capitation.
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