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HIA REF: 272

Witness Name: H |A 2 7 2

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

ADDENDUM TO WITNESS STATEMENT OF [l g 1A%

l, H |A 272 will say as follows:-

1.

Having taken time to consider the contents of my witness Statement dated 24
February 2015, | wish to make an addendum to that Statement in order to
provide details of other incidents which occurred during my time in custody.

Millisle Borstal

2.

| absconded from St Pat’s Training School in 1973 and when | was located |
was remanded in custody to Crumlin Road prison. | was put in a wing of the
prison which was controlled by Republican paramilitary prisoners. They
controlled their wing of the prison and we had to abide by their rules. | found
this particularly frightening as | was only 16 years old at the time and was
imprisoned in a wing with bombers and gunmen.

| was there for approximately 2 months before | was brought back to Court
and | was sentenced to Borstal and transferred to Armagh Prison. The
magistrate accepted the evidence of two Christian Brothers who believed that
Borstal was the best option as | was beyond their control and a bad influence
on others in St Patricks. | spent three months at Armagh and it was a harsh
but fair environment. 1 did not experience any bullying or sexual advances
during my time there despite being one of the youngest there.

| was transferred to Millisle for good behaviour. However, | remember a few
hours after | arrived | was told to get my new uniform and laundry by a
member of staff called Mr Skillen who was known as “Punchy”. He was bald
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and stocky and looking me up and down. He was so close to me that | could
smell his breath. He suddenly grabbed my testicles and head-butted me at the
same time. | was so shocked that | just stood there and did not react. Another
officer and prisoner were present and they laughed as well.

5. There was a large clothes dryer in the laundry and Mr Skilien and two other
members of staff bundled me in to the machine and shut the door. One of
them turned the machine on for a second and scared me to death. It was a
terrifying experience and one which | will never forget.

6. | complained to the Governor about this incident the next morning. | was told
that the matter would be investigated. At 10 am, | was allocated a job
scrubbing floors. | was on my hands and knees for 8 hours. | had to scrub the
dining hall from one end to the other by lunchtime. | scrubbed as fast as |
could and | managed to finish by lunchtime.

7. The other inmates came into the dining room in order to have their lunch and
afterwards they all went back to their jobs. However | was told that | had to
scrub the dining floor again by . | told him that the floor had
been checked and passed by another officer as clean. He grabbed me by my
ear and brought me back to the dining hall leaving black marks on the shiny
floor as he went. He kicked the bucket of dirty water over the floor and told me
to get it cleaned up by suppertime.

8. | had to scrub it again with a 9 inch scrubbing brush, a bar of soap and water.
| only had a piece of foam for knee protection. This routine continued for
approximately one month and | was becoming depressed. My hands and
knees and back were all very painful, although never painful enough to be
excused from work. | could not believe an officer could be so callous.

9. After a month, | was told | was moving to another job. Initially, | was relieved,
but in fact | was just asked to start scrubbing the front of the building by Mr
| was warned to look at the floor if any ladies came into the office
or | would be punished. | was at breaking point at this stage. | complained to
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one of the staff members, LN 24 as | felt | was being

punished even though | had not done anything wrong. He shrugged his
shoulders and said "We Officers stick together”. | understood this to mean that
my treatment was because | had reported Mr Skillen for assault.

10. After 2 months of scrubbing, | snapped and refused to do anymore. | was
reported to the Governor and punished by receiving 5 days in solitary
confinement and 28 days of loss of night time association. When | was in
solitary confinement, | had to stand facing the wall for 2 or 3 hours at a time
and answer questions on the Bible which was the only reading material | had.

11.When | was released from solitary confinement, | was placed in the kitchen
helping out and | was happy there during the day. In the evening, | had to sit
in a small metal box with a narrow seat from 6 until 10 pm for a month until by
punishment was complete. It was called the doggie box as it was in the same
shape as the starting boxes at a greyhound race-track. This was an isolating

and depressing experience. | had no-one to chat to in the evening.

12. Millisle was rife with sexual predators at night time. | was aware of people
being raped when the lights were out. | remember once | heard another
inmate being forced to give oral sex to older inmates. This was never
reported. | remember my time there as being hell. Eventually, | absconded
and | spent the rest of my sentence in Long Kesh together with an additional
sentence of 12 months for escaping from lawful custody.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

HIA 272

Signed

Dated 9-3 -1S
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Laundry.

Hir. Skillen is to be highly cemmended for the efficlent way he runa the
laundry, Since the serious disturbance st the Hame Prisan ha hae taten on
nddltional laundry from that establichment and this hes greatly ineropsad theo
work load,.

Admivdstontion.

The sdministraticn depariment under tha control of ¥r, J. Lyons has maintained
1 ts useal high stendsrd of efficliency during 1572,

Chaplaing.

Our four Visiting Chaplains have faithfully attendad to the spiritus) welfare
of sur trainees throughout the year. On Sunday mornings hoye ge to their rospsotive
shurehea and ess well received hy the congrzgations.

Yiniting Commitise.

Qur thepke are dus s Fr. Bves - Chalrman and mambors of the Visiting Committee
for all the valuagbls help and assistance they have given throughout ithe year. Fe
ware sorry to lose Dr. Walarry and ¥r. Rhodes hoth of whom resigneds DPr. MoGerry
was appelnted to A post whinh fully cocupies his time and ¥r, Rhodes o™t to take
avar a business in Snglands 93 vieh them svery succose in their nmew venturss. We
wore desply saddencd by the deeth of kr. E.Be Mitohell, Bula, B.ds Ho mas a
gontlaman in overy senoz of ths word amd had given long gnd Falthful service, ¥e
sympathise with his wife and family in their sad loga, Nr. J. Smith, Cloushey wae
appointed to the committes Juring the yemr.

Rg!iﬁmn& Bﬂg’! »

Eembers of the DNeviswing Dody met monthly to comsilsr the progress and
regpenge to training of all trainecs.

Hg are grateful to lir. Holahon - Chief Probation Officer and all membere of
the Probatlon Ssrviee for their kelp and co—gparaticn. Trelnces are vieltcod
regularly and supervising officers are most helpful in finding employmant Pfor
trainces on relagse.

Vi ai an . "

49 in previcus yzars we had meny visitora, Mr. Van Straubescee - Hialster of
State apent an afternoon with us in January., Lord Dopsldsen paid & similar vipit
in ¥ay. Heesrs Jack and Shearer - Remident Hagletiratos also vislted in Hay and
two High Court Judgam - lr. Justice Kelly and ir. Justise HoDermoit came t0 see
us in Auguet, Te wara pleazed to welsome these gentleman mnd other menhars of
various professionz]l Lodiss whe visited during ths year. All showed grest interest
in the work which 18 going on in Borstsl.

In oonclusion I wieh to record my sincers thﬂuﬂﬂ to all maabars of wsiaff for
their leyal support during the year 1374, aumd_ix 2ouleyr Mre 3mith - dsuistant
Governor I, Chief Ufficers W.3. Chambers, end Steward - kr. J. Lyons,

I certify that the Fules governing the administration of Hors 3 na
heve besn adhered ta.
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HeFe Borstal Instituticn,
Woburn House,
Fillisle.
ond July, 1973.
I have to report thst the zhove named trzinee escaped
from this esteblishrent on Ssiurday afterncen, 30th June,

been
kitchen making tez Tor visgiters. Hhen s

atter visits were over he wags reporbed to
investigation i1t was found that he had es
throush = bar in tre window cof tie kitchen

The usval sbscond routine was put into operation and
the B.U.C., informed but to dote there has been no trace
of the trainee.

The Finistry will be kept infermed of any further

develorments, M I 5 7

—_
%DVGI‘H €34

The Secretary,

Finistry of Zome Affairs,
Dundenzld Fouse,

Belfast BI4 35U,
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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

¥ill

Form 38/36

———

Age of Witness (if over 21 enter “over 21') Over 21 years,
Occupation of Witness Police Constable.

Address R.U.C. Station, Donaghades, Co. Down.

I am a Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabulary, stationed at

Donaghadee, Co. Down. On the 19th. March, 1974, I made a
deposition at Newtownards Magistrates Court. I preferred the
present charge againstand cautioned him, After
caution and in reply to the charge, he said, " Nothing to Say. " I

have not yet completed my enquiries into the case and pray a remand
until the 2nd. April, 1974, to enable me to do so.

I made further depositions at Newtownards Magistrates Court on
the 2nd. April, 1974, and on the 16th. April, 1974, requesting further
remands until the 30th. April, 1974, to enable me to complete my
enguiries.

I refer to these depositions and further state that when I

interviewed the defendant, Il VA4 at Her Majesty's

Prison, Crumlin Road, Belfast, on the 6th. February, 1974, in connection
with the charge now before the Court, he replied, after caution, "I

have nothing to say other than I wanted a transfer from the Borstal at

i sle, #I declare that this statement signed by me is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I
make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence at a preliminary enquiry or at the trial of any
person, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which T know to be
false or do not believe to be true.

Dated this 18th. day of April, 19 The

Signature of member by whom starement Signature of Witness
was recorded or received.

The said Witness being unable to read the above statement, T declare that I
of
read it to before he/she signed it and he/she assented to it in
accordance with Secticn 3(3) of the Criminal Procedure (Committal for Trial) Act (Northern
Ireland) 1968.

Dated this day of

D4B3101.30m.4/71.0.9p. 158 Signature of Reader
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Northern Ireland Office
Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Read
Belfast BT4 280

DOWN COUNTY COURT AT NEWTOWNARDS ON 13 MAY 1974

The Clerk of the Crown and Peace
County Courthouse

Downpatrick

Co Down

REPORT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 7(2) OF THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE ACT (NI)‘1953 AS TO THH BUTPABILITY OF A PERSON
TO UNDERGO A SENTENCE OF BORSTAL TRAINING

DEFENDANT HIA272
AGE l?lvea.rer. DATE OF BIRTH _

MEDICAL REPORT Fit for Borstal Training.
FAMILY BACKGROUND The defendant is the _sz a family of 2 girls
and 5 boys whose ages range trom years to 6 years and

normally resides with his parents in a lU-bedroomed
Northern Ireland Housing Executive house at
The home is said to be well kept.
employment as
his mother is engaged in household duties. The
defendent's younger sister and 3 younger brothers are
attending school.

k]
His father

is in re

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT The defendarthas never been in regular employment.

BORSTAL GOVERNOR'S REYAZEE - received in the closed imstitution at
REMARKS Armagh on 15.2.73 and was transferred to Woburn House on

18.4.73. After a short period on general cleaning duties
he was allocated to work in the kitchen. On Saturday
afterncon %0.6.73 [QIAVAFR and another trainee had been
working in the kitchen making tea for visitors. When a
check took place after visiting time he was reported to
be miseing. On investigation it was discovered that he
had escaped by sawing through a bar in the window of the
kitchen store. He was unlawfully at large until 6.2.74%
when he was apprehended by the RFUC and remanded to prison.
On 26.2.74 he appeared at Belfast Petty Bessions charged
with offences committed whilst he was unlawfully at large
and received a sentence of 4 months' imprisonment.

This young man never made any attempt to settle down in
Borstal and was only waiting for the opportunity to
escape. It was perfectly clear that he intended to follow
the same pattern he set up in the Training School wvhere he
had already absconded about 26 times.

Considering the length of time wa.s at large and
that he is now serving a prison sentence it is my opinion
that Borstal is not the answer in this case. Some other
form of custodial treatment will be necessary.

PRTISON GOVERNOR'S Non-co-operation; due to his attitude and the nature of
REMARKS the offence I cannot recommend Borstal Training.

CODE 1877
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