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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

FURTHER SUPPLEMENTARY RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO
WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA320
(HIA 320)

I, Stephen Davis, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department
of Justice. I am the Director of Operations (Northern Ireland Prison Service), a senior civil
servant in the Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review
of files undertaken by staff under my supervision.
The Department of Justice will say as follows:
1. The Department has submitted a separate statements relating to HIA 320’s allegations
about his time in St Patrick’s Training School (see SPT-106 to SPT-118) and his
comments in relation to Lisnevin Training School (see LSN-228 to LSN-233).
2. We have conducted an extensive research of our records in relation to HIA 320’s time in
Millisle Borstal. However, we have been unable to locate a personal file for HIA 320.
3. The Department notes HIA 320’s comments at paragraphs 12 and 13 of his statement to
the Inquiry. HIA 320’s criminal record can be found at SPT-26258 to SPT-26269. SPT26259 shows that HIA was sentenced to Borstal training on 19 February 1979 for a
series of offences including assault, disorderly behaviour and theft.
4. Records show that
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Exhibit 2).
5. The Department, to the best of its knowledge, has supplied all relevant information it
could find in its possession in relation to HIA 320. If additional information is discovered
by the Department, it will be drawn to the attention of the Inquiry immediately.
6. The Department has not received a civil claim in respect of HIA 320. The Department
has not received a request for disclosure of personal data (Form 81) from the PSNI.
7. The Department condemns without reservation any act of abuse which may have been
perpetrated against any individual at Millisle Borstal. Those who were placed in that
facility had every right to expect that they would be cared for with dignity and respect,
treated compassionately and protected from abuse. Those who operated the Borstal
facility on a day-to-day basis or who were responsible for its management, ought to have
been fully aware of the high standards expected of them when caring for young people.
They should have known that acts of physical, sexual or emotional abuse were
unacceptable. They ought to have known that allegations of abuse, where they were
raised, should have been reported to the appropriate authorities.

The Department

condemns the perpetrators of any such abuse as well as those who may have ignored
the abuse or tolerated its occurrence.
Statement of Truth
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Date: 15 December 2015

