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not be implemented.   Corporal punishment was subsequently abolished in 1975 

by the Treatment of Offenders (Northern Ireland) 1976. 

Staffing 

42. Other than teachers, instructors and other specialist staff, all members of staff 

were prison officers. The prison officer rank structure was as it was in other 

prison establishments as were the conditions of service. Prison officers in the 

Borstal received whatever training was given to all officers when they joined the 

service but did not receive specific training in the custody of young offenders. 

43. The Governor of the Borstal was supported by two Assistant Governors, who 

together provided an all hours on call system and every evening one of the three 

visited all areas where trainees were active and each would visit at irregular 

hours during the night.  The substantial overnight supervision was provided by 

civilian staff. 

44. During the working day, the Governor would visit all areas where trainees were 

active each morning and afternoon.   The purpose of this was to check that what 

should be happening was happening; it was called management by walking 

about and enabled the Governor to impose his will on the Establishment.   

 

Relationship with Prison Headquarters 

45. Prison Service was part of the Department.  Engagement with Prison Service 

Headquarters, and hence the Department, was mainly in relation to financial and 

personnel matters. I personally had very little contact with Headquarters although 
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1     says, "Well, you're going to end up staying here for

2     a long, long time".

3 Q.  So do you take from that that he knew -- you know, when

4     you said that and you said you weren't going to -- did

5     you take from that that he knew how the officers were

6     behaving, not the specifics but that he had a sense of

7     what you were talking about?

8 A.  I don't think he was aware of the specifics and I don't

9     think he was aware of the severity of it and I never

10     certainly made it clear.  I just told him that I was

11     unhappy and that his men were abusive and they did not

12     behave around him the way they behaved around us.  So

13     I certainly made him aware, but not in any real

14     specifics to the best of my memory.

15 Q.  Okay.  Just my last question.  We have heard about

16     a Visiting Committee --

17 A.  Uh-huh.

18 Q.  -- which would be a Committee and there would be visits

19     from them about every two weeks and that they would talk

20     to the boys.

21 A.  Uh-huh.

22 Q.  Do you remember that or meeting with any of them?

23 A.  Sorry for laughing, because it was rendered farcical.

24     I don't think the prison officers were supposed to know

25     when they were coming round, because it gives them
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1     an opportunity to defeat their purpose.  They very

2     clearly did know when they were coming round and they

3     very clearly -- the night before any prison visitors

4     came round they would come individually to each of our

5     cells and warn us that if we said anything negative

6     about them at all that we would be beaten to death on

7     one occasion I was told, and I had seen people beaten

8     really severely, and I -- I didn't think they would beat

9     us to death.  I thought it was bravado and stuff, but

10     I was very clear that I am not saying anything, because

11     if it gets back to the prison officers, they will come

12     into my cell and hurt me.

13 Q.  Given that warning, you clearly -- there would be

14     an issue about how you would engage with them, but do

15     you remember any of them actually talking to you, any of

16     the visitors?

17 A.  I do remember them talking to me.  I don't remember the

18     specifics, but I do remember telling them that

19     everything was fine --

20 Q.  Fine.

21 A.  -- that there was no problems at all.

22 Q.  Okay.  Thanks very much, HIA400.

23 A.  Thank you.

24 MR LANE:  Near the beginning of your evidence you spoke

25     about how you would get into trouble if you were lying
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1     things under the surface.  I don't think any member of

2     staff would have talked to them about concerns about

3     whatever.  So as far as it would go I think they were

4     effective, but the cynical point of view would be that

5     it would be difficult for any visiting committee with

6     lower case "V", if you like, who come in occasionally to

7     really know what's going on in an institution.  I think

8     it's valuable that they do come.  There has to be

9     a level of supervision, if you like, but occasional

10     visitors, as they were, I don't think it was as

11     effective as it could be.

12 Q.  There's a limit to the reality of what they would know?

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  They did come unannounced in the sense they would arrive

15     at the open borstal and had immediate access, as it

16     were, but an unannounced visit to the closed borstal,

17     still someone would have to let them in at the gate.

18 A.  Um.

19 Q.  There has been some evidence given to the Panel about

20     being -- trainees being warned by staff not to talk to

21     the Visiting Committee, or if talking to them, not to

22     complain to them about matters of that sort that might

23     be concerning --

24 A.  Uh-huh.

25 Q.  -- such as assaults and so on.  You weren't aware of
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1     that context, but can you ever recall the Visiting

2     Committee bringing to you, "An officer is said to have

3     assaulted X or Y" or anything of that sort?

4 A.  I certainly do not recall the suggestion that an officer

5     had assaulted.  I don't recall someone raising an issue

6     with an officer's attitude, for example.  I don't recall

7     that, no.

8 Q.  If we can look, please, at MIL733, I am going to look at

9     a couple of specific matters with you, Duncan.  The

10     first is a matter that's recorded in your journal in

11     1975.

12 A.  Uh-huh.

13 Q.  If we can scroll down just a little to the bottom of the

14     page, the 8th November entry.  If we can show the next

15     part of the -- the first part of the next page.  No, we

16     are not -- if we just stay there for now.  This records

17     -- and you draw attention to this in paragraph 33 of

18     your statement at 715.  You interviewed the mother of

19     .  You were telling me that's 

20 A.  That's .

21 Q.  You have a clear recollection of him for reasons that we

22     will come to.

23 A.  Um.

24 Q.  You interviewed his mother at her request.

25         "  has alleged --  has alleged that
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  -- you were there.  You felt that was probably round

3     about the age --

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  -- of him.  The governor from a later period has

6     explained that he was known as  because he was the

7     sparring partner of a  boxer --

8 A.  Yes.

9 Q.  -- .

10 A.  He was well-known for his punching skills in the borstal

11     and all.

12 Q.  And that was talk amongst boys?

13 A.  Yes.  People were actually terrified of him.

14 Q.  Am I right in saying, HIA272, in fairness to him other

15     than this incident that you are describing you never saw

16     him hit another boy?

17 A.  No, I did not, no.  I can honestly say that.

18 Q.  I drew to the Panel's attention that the only reference

19     I can find contemporaneously in the papers is in  he

20     was being commended for the very efficient way he ran

21    .  The reference for that, Members of the

22     Panel, is at 24300.

23         I was explaining to you this morning, HIA272, he

24     died on .  As of just now, Members of

25     the Panel, we have his death certificate, which is at

Punchy

laundry
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1     MIL28068.  I will just give you the reference.  We don't

2     need to bring that up.

3         The Department of Justice has confirmed that his

4     personnel file where we might have found out more about

5     his period working in Millisle was destroyed

6     unfortunately in the year 2000.  The reference for that

7     is at MIL087, but I was saying to you, HIA272, according

8     to the police there was no -- no-one ever reported this

9     man for assault or anything else at any stage until the

10     Inquiry and people making allegations about him before

11     the Inquiry.

12         In paragraph 7 of your statement, HIA272, you talk

13     about the work that you were required to do and your

14     involvement then with an LN22.

15 A.  That is correct.

16 Q.  Your recollection is that essentially your day was spent

17     scrubbing the floors in the dining hall and you were

18     explaining to me that it was a significantly large room.

19 A.  Yes.  It would have been bigger than this, much bigger.

20 Q.  And also the corridors that were off the dining room.

21 A.  Yes.

22 Q.  And that you were expected to scrub those floors

23     basically all day with a break for your lunch.

24 A.  Yes.

25 Q.  LN22's practice was to mark the floors on you again.
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1     gratuitously slapping at somebody --

2 A.  Uh-huh.

3 Q.  -- and the type of reasonable force that has to at times

4     be engaged in for everyone's safety.

5 A.  Yes, yes, yes.  Totally unacceptable.

6 Q.  In relation to  then --

7 A.  

8 Q.   he was present in Millisle when you came.

9 A.  That's correct.

10 Q.  If we bring up paragraph 54, please, at 722, he was

11     a basic grade officer.

12 A.  That's correct.

13 Q.  You can't help me -- I was asking you earlier whether

14     you could help me with how long he had been there before

15     you arrived, and you don't know how long that was.

16 A.  I don't know.

17 Q.  But you were making it plain to me that, as you have

18     said in this paragraph, Duncan, but you explained to me

19     in rather more detail, he was from your dealing with him

20     as part of your work a likeable individual.

21 A.  That's correct.  Yes, he was.

22 Q.  He was someone -- he had a lovely family.

23 A.  That's right.

24 Q.  One of the concerns you had was knowing his family and

25     the fact he is not here to defend himself.

Officer Skillen

Officer Skillen

Officer Skillen



could only be imposed by the Department or by the Visiting Committee following 

a formal hearing (Exhibit 6)8. I recall that it was policy that the cane was applied 

to the trainee’s rear; he wore only his underpants and was held down by two or 

three prison officers over the end of a bed. The medical officer had to be present 

at the caning and had the authority to stop it at any point. On my return to Millisle 

as governor-in-charge corporal punishment was awarded on three occasions. I 

note that the Governor’s Journal on 15 August 1975 records that the Visiting 

Committee sanctioned the use of corporal punishment but that following referral 

to the NI and the intervention of Lord Donaldson, this decision was overturned  

(Exhibit 7)9.  See also para 79 of the Millisle general statement. 

40. I was opposed to the use of corporal punishment and on the second occasion 

had to stop its administration. I recall that the cane was applied by Mr Skillen and 

that he did so within the terms required under the Prison Rules (Exhibit 7)10.  In 

the course of the caning, the Medical Officer took unwell and would have been 

incapable of intervening had this been required, which was the role assigned to 

him under the legislation. Accordingly, I stepped in and stopped the 

administration of the caning.  Some months later the Visiting Committee awarded 

the caning of a trainee and I refused to allow it to be carried out although I did not 

have the authority to make that decision. 

41. Some months later in conversation with the then Secretary of State – Merlyn 

Rees, and the Minister for Prisons – Lord Donaldson, I told them what I had 

done. Not long after that, an instruction was issued to the NIO that caning should 

8 Exhibit 6 - Notice in relation to Prison Rules (N.I.) Part II Rule 34 - Corporal Punishment8, dated 31 January 
1962 
9 Exhibit 7 - Governor’s Journal, 15 August 1975 
10 Exhibit 6 - Notice in relation to Prison Rules (N.I.) Part II Rule 34 - Corporal Punishment10, dated 31 January 
1962 
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The Allegations being investigated by the Inquiry. 

53. I note that allegations of abuse have been made by seven ex trainees.  I do not 

recognise their names and do not have any personal knowledge of any of them. 

As I have previously stated, I do not recall receiving any complaint of abuse from 

any trainee, and neither did I receive any such complaint from a trainee’s family 

or from any other source apart from that already referred to in para 33 of this 

statement. 

54. I note that Mr D Skillen is the subject of a number of complaints.  See paras 95 - 

97 of the Millisle general statement.  He worked in the laundry and I recall that 

when I visited there the atmosphere presented as good humoured and relaxed.  I 

also recall that the nickname ‘Punchy’ came from his external role as a sparring 

partner for Freddie Gilroy, a former boxer who won a bronze medal for Ireland at 

the 1956 Summer Olympics and became Commonwealth Champion.  As already 

mentioned in para 40 of this statement, Mr Skillen was responsible for 

administering corporal punishment; this decision was taken before I worked in 

Millisle.  Corporal punishment was a feature of the sanctions in place at the time 

and I have no criticism to make regarding his conduct when administering 

corporal punishment that I witnessed.  Further, I was not aware of any allegations 

being made about his conduct during my time in Millisle. 

My View of the Allegations 

55. It would be unwise in the extreme for any prison governor to believe that he knew 

everything that went on in his establishment – I am not an exception to that. It 

would be unwise in the extreme for any governor to maintain that every member 
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1     actually the laundry was up there as well now I think of

2     it.  That was -- the whole roof space would have been

3     where the laundry was.

4 Q.  So the -- you had the ground floor and the bedrooms on

5     the first floor --

6 A.  Yes.

7 Q.  -- and then you had this --

8 A.  The whole top of the building was where the doctor's was

9     and the seamstress would have made the suits and stuff

10     like that and the laundry.

11 Q.  So the attic was converted, as it were, to provide --

12 A.  Yes.

13 Q.  -- the room for these places?

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  And the laundry was one of those?

16 A.  Yes.  As far as I remember, yes.

17 Q.  You were sent there to be issued with your clothes?

18 A.  Yes.  It was a different type of uniform.  We wore

19     a different -- it was grey down there.  It was black --

20     sorry -- with a grey shirt and a red tie.  That was in

21     Millisle, whereas the closed borstal was a different

22     one.  It was denims.  So you had to go down straightaway

23     and you were issued with your new number.  Then you were

24     sent to the laundry to get kitted out.

25         So when I went into the laundry, there was Officer Skillen
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1     the area.

2 Q.  Yes, and you explain to me you believe he was 

3      as well --

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  -- and was involved in taking you  at

6     Donaghadee.

7 A.  He was indeed.

8 Q.  You were not someone keen to go.

9 A.  I went once or twice and then I just refused to go

10     afterwards, because I didn't believe in religion.

11 Q.  But you interacted -- he was involved in that.

12 A.  Yes.

13 Q.  I was asking you then, "Had you ever any other

14     difficulty with him?" and you explained to me that he

15     never did anything else on you.

16 A.  The only thing was he didn't like was because I didn't

17     go   I wouldn't go for him.  I refused because

18     I didn't class myself as Catholic or Protestant.

19 Q.  But he didn't -- what I am getting at is he didn't hit

20     you again --

21 A.  No, he didn't, no.  No, no, no.

22 Q.  -- or he didn't grab you or anything of that sort?

23 A.  Nothing whatsoever, no.

24 Q.  This occasion on the first day when you meet him you

25     refer to him grabbing your testicles.
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  I was asking you to check: there was nothing sexual

3     about that?

4 A.  No, it wasn't sexual.  It was just a grip.  He had me

5     like that (gesturing) and headbutted straightaway.

6 Q.  It was his way of keeping you in the right place --

7 A.  Controlling you, yes.

8 Q.  -- for the headbutt.

9 A.  Yes.

10 Q.  I was asking you whether you needed any medical

11     treatment after the headbutt or the grabbing of you that

12     he did and you said no --

13 A.  No.

14 Q.  -- you didn't.

15 A.  No, none whatsoever.

16 Q.  And --

17 A.  I was actually stunned, just stunned when he hit me with

18     the head.

19 Q.  And I was asking you in your statement, and you have

20     said it again to the Inquiry just now, there was a boy

21     working in the laundry with him --

22 A.  That's correct.

23 Q.  -- or, you know, it might have been an older man.  He

24     could have been up to the age of 21.

25 A.  He probably would have been about 18, 19, 20, yes, that
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1     boys as banter and it didn't have sexual connotations as

2     such.  Obviously it did by what he was simulating --

3 A.  Yes.

4 Q.  -- but that wasn't how it was perceived by the boys at

5     the time.

6 A.  Well, it wasn't perceived by me like that either at the

7     time.  It is only in retrospect when I realise that

8     there is this man behind me thrusting his groin into my

9     back and when -- you have to grab him hard by the

10     nipples to -- so that he can go into this game of

11     freezing.  Do you know?  In retrospect it seems

12     ridiculous that it was not seen as sexual abuse and

13     physical abuse.  He was very quick with his hands to

14     punch you and hit you as well, but again that was

15     couched in these terms of it's all part of the fun and

16     games.  Do you know?

17 Q.  You described him to me when we were talking earlier as

18     a very strange man.

19 A.  He was very strange.  He was noticeably not like other

20     prison officers.  Using today's terminology, I would

21     have described him as having special educational needs.

22     He seemed a very simple and ogre-like creature.

23 Q.  You also said that he didn't have any other normal

24     prison officer duties.  He just worked in this laundry

25     area.
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1     it back into the laundry to get it cleaned and that's

2     when this --

3 A.  No, it was thrown away.  I didn't have it.

4 Q.  You didn't have it.  So there was -- somebody who was

5     working in the laundry made some comment to   Is

6     that right?

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  Maybe you can explain it in your own words.

9 A.  Well, you know, he would throw you, say, a shirt and, as

10     I say, one of his workers might grab the shirt and throw

11     it back and say, "He is not wearing that.  He is not

12     wearing that" and then he'd, you know -- but there was

13     like a lot of jest to this here, you know.  This wasn't

14     like, you know ...

15 Q.  You were saying a lot of it was jesting and banter?

16 A.  Everybody found it funny except the person it was

17     happening to.  You know what I mean?

18 Q.  I was asking how many boys actually worked in the

19     laundry.  You think there were two or three at most.

20 A.  Two, maybe three at the most.

21 Q.  So there was banter between him and the boys who worked

22     in the laundry.  They kind of picked on those boys who

23     came to collect clothes.  Was that how it operated?

24 A.  Aye, but, I mean,  would run into the canteen as big

25     as this place here and he would just grab a guy and

Officer Skillen

Officer Skillen
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1     were acting as a closed borstal.

2 A.  Millisle was open and it was the place -- you couldn't

3     get released unless you had been to Millisle.  So

4     Millisle was like relaxed compared to -- you see,

5     Crumlin Road was to break you in.  So by the time you

6     got to Millisle you were supposed to be, you know,

7     behaving yourself, and if you didn't, they sent you

8     straight back again anyway for another couple of months.

9 Q.  Thank you very much.

10 MS DOHERTY:  Thanks, HIA162.  Can I just ask: did you feel

11     there was anything sexual about how  behaved?  Did

12     it feel that there was a sexual agenda there?

13 A.  I don't think so, because he done it in front of

14     everybody.  You know what I mean?  He would run into the

15     canteen and do this.  Say somebody said, you know,

16     somebody had done something wrong, he would run to the

17     canteen and grab this guy.  Everybody in the canteen

18     would be laughing.  So, I mean ...

19 Q.  So it was kind of about showing somebody up as opposed

20     to ...?

21 A.  Aye.  Yes, yes.  I would say so, yes.

22 Q.  Good, and other staff would have been around at that --

23     you know --

24 A.  Yes.  They'd have been -- everybody would have been

25     laughing.  This was, you know ...

Officer Skillen
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were all scared to go to the laundry as we were all abused there by Punchy. I do not know his 

real name. He was around 50, short and stout, and had fair hair which was combed over. He 

had big lips. He would push me over the washing machines and rub himself behind me. I could 

feel his erect penis pushing against me. This was always fully dressed. He would kiss at my 

face and slabber over me. This happened many times while I was at Millisle. The abuse was 

common knowledge amongst the staff, though no action was taken. I did report it to a senior 

staff member once. I cannot remember his name, though I know he was known by a title - 

Deputy Governor, or Senior Officer, something like that. He had his own office, which was 

where I spoke to him. He was a very clean and tidy man, with a number of gold rings on his 

fingers. He had combed back black hair and a thin black moustache. When I told him about 

what Punchy did to us in the laundry, he just laughed at me. 

Over the years, I have not told anyone the details of what happened to me, though I did tell my 

brother I had been sexually abused. It was common knowledge that all of us in those institutions 

were abused. I wish for police to identify the offenders and ask that they be prosecuted if they 

are still alive. 
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1 Q.  -- to put the context of this, you had to go to the

2      your recollection is once a week.

3 A.  About once a week with your  and stuff.

4 Q.  In the  was this man --

5 A.  Uh-huh.

6 Q.  , but there were other boys or trainees --

7 A.  Some of the trainees would have worked.

8 Q.  -- who were there as well, who worked alongside him.

9 A.  Yes.

10 Q.  Were there other officers with him that you can

11     remember?

12 A.  Usually it was just him.  He run the and ...

13 Q.  So him and the boys who worked in the ?

14 A.  And a couple of young lads, yes.

15 Q.  What you describe him doing, he used to put his arms

16     round you and tried to kiss you.

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  Then you could feel his erect penis --

19 A.  Yes.

20 Q.  -- against your body.  Bent you over the 

21      and simulated sex with you.

22 A.  Uh-huh.

23 Q.  You say:

24         "This was not a joke to him.  He meant everything

25     that he was doing."

Officer Skillen
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was looking out the window and the grounds man who was walking around 

told me that I needn’t point at him.  The next thing I knew,  came into 

my cell and started to slap me for putting what he called a ‘mystery parcel’ 

through the window. 

 

13. I had three or four visits during the year that I was in Millisle.  My eldest 

brother,  and my sister  came to visit me.  My brother never 

really showed his emotions.  My sister told me that she saw my brother cry for 

the first time the day they came to visit me and he told her that he would 

never return to visit me again.  My sister continued to come to see me.   When 

some  boys were admitted my sister was able to get a lift to Millisle with 

their families.  Visiting took place on a Saturday and we would all be gathered 

in the Common room.  If you had a visitor your name was called.  My mother 

visited me the Christmas before I was released. 

 
14.  When I was moved to the open Borstal, there were two separate wings.   

There was a green wing for country people and a blue one for Belfast people.  

The Officers made a distinction between the country boys and the Belfast 

boys.  There was a workshop for joinery and metal work.  I chose to do metal 

work.  We were allowed to wear jeans in the open borstal. 

 
 

15. I was in the canteen one day and word was going around that there were new 

jackets and jeans in the laundry.  At dinner time, I went down to try to get a 

jacket for myself.  There was a boy who worked in the laundry and he was 

standing at the door.  I entered the laundry and I heard him shout ‘Punchy he 

is stealing jackets, get him, get him’.  Punchy Skillen was the main guy in the 

laundry and he had a bad reputation.  He made us call him boss.  He would 

always punch you when you walked past him.  Punchy then came in and 

closed the door and told me that I was going to get my star burst.  Two boys 

held me over the press.  Punchy  then took my trousers down and  shoved the 

shaft of a brush up my backside.  After this I never went back near the 

laundry.  I have never spoken to anyone about incident. 
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16. I remember on another occasion Punchy brought us to mass.  When we were 

leaving two boys went missing.  Punchy then went into a rage. 

 

17.  When I injured my back, I informed the staff of this but they did not believe 

me.  They thought that I was trying to avoid activities.  The staff phoned home 

and asked my mother if I ever had back problems in the past and she 

confirmed that I did not have any back issue prior to this.  My mother 

attempted to get my own doctor to attend the Millisle but he was not permitted 

entry.  I was then taken to hospital and my back was x-rayed, I was told there 

was nothing wrong with it.  When I was made to stand to attention I could 

hardly put my foot on the floor due to the pain that I was in.  I was then 

punched for not standing to attention and I had to scrub the stairs as 

punishment.   We were made to parade in two lines, I also found this very 

difficult because of the pain in my foot.   

 
18. I was eventually put into the hospital room.  I was given tablets; I think that 

they were pain killers.  I was left in this room on my own for three days with no 

way of contacting anyone.  My dinner was taken off me.  My leg was so bad 

but I had to pretend that it was better so that I could leave this room.  I now 

know that I had sciatica. 

 
 

19. When we were all gathered in the workshop on one occasion I was 

threatened by another boy.  He told me that someone from East Belfast was 

going to get me because I apparently said something about them.  I had not 

said anything.  This sort of intimidating behaviour was common.  When 

everyone went into the workshop we had to remove our boots.  I would sneak 

back into my room and take my boots off.  I knew that I was going to get a 

beating in the changing room before the workshop.   

 

20. I was eventually put into a dormitory with a few other fellows.  They were 

always bullying and hurting each other.  During the night, I remember hearing 

would heat the squealing and crying.  I stayed awake as they were taller than 

me and I had to stay alert in case they started to hold me down and beat me.  
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1     and that was it.

2 Q.  You were saying that after this you were sore, but you

3     don't believe --

4 A.  Yes, because I had my underwear on, and after I just

5     went up and lay on my bed, waited till the workshops

6     were ready and went back up to the workshops.

7 Q.  You never reported this to anybody, HIA416?

8 A.  You couldn't report it to anybody.  If I had reported

9     that to anybody, I would lose my chances of getting

10     special privileges.

11 Q.  You go on to say in paragraph 16 that he -- you remember

12     he brought you to

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  You say that -- one of the things you said to me was

15     that he seemed to be very religious.  He was 

16     and you couldn't understand why he did that to another

17     

18 A.  Yes, I couldn't understand that.

19 Q.  You remember an occasion where there were two boys who

20     went missing, who absconded when you were 

21 A.  Yes.

22 Q.  He went into a rage over that.

23 A.  Oh, yes, yes, yes.  You know, when he ever got them boys

24     back in borstal what he was going to do to them, what he

25     wasn't going to do to them and how dare they -- how dare
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1     they -- how they ever fucked -- he was even cursing --

2     try and escape from   How dare they

3     escape from there!

4 Q.  Well, paragraph 17 here of your statement you go on to

5     talk about when you injured your back.  We were

6     discussing you thought that might have been as a result

7     of polishing the floors.  You informed the staff, but

8     they didn't believe you.  They thought you were trying

9     to avoid activities.  They phoned home and asked your

10     mother if you had ever had back problems in the past and

11     she confirmed that you did not have any back issue prior

12     to that.  She then tried to get your own doctor to go to

13     Millisle to see you, but he wasn't allowed in.  You were

14     then taken to hospital and your back was x-rayed.  You

15     were told there was nothing wrong with it.  When you

16     were made to stand to attention, you could hardly put

17     your foot on the floor due to the pain that you were in.

18     You were then punched for not standing to attention.

19     You had to scrub the chairs -- sorry -- stairs as

20     punishment.  This was -- the standing to attention was

21     when you were made to parade in two lines and you could

22     not do that.  That was you were saying to me every

23     Saturday --

24 A.  Every Saturday morning, yes, you would --

25 Q.  -- you would line up outside.
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1 A.  

    .

3 Q.  You said to me, LN20, that this information came to you

4     from two different directions.  One was the trainees who

5     were -- there was a process that you could get sent back

6     to the closed borstal if you stepped out of line in the

7     open borstal.

8 A.  That's correct, yes.

9 Q.  Can you tell the Panel some of what you would have

10     become aware of in that regard?

11 A.  When some of the trainees came back to the closed

12     borstal, we used to ask them why.  "What -- what have

13     you done this time?" or whatever, and they would say,

14     but then once they got into the common room with the

15     other trainees they'd started talking, "If you get down

16     to the open borstal, watch this fella, ".

17 Q.  Then that was one way it would have come to your

18     attention and the other way was through other staff

19     talking.

20 A.  Other staff in the staff room, yes.

21 Q.  And can you recall what form that took?

22 A.  There was -- it was basically just the same again, where

23     some of the staff were talking about some of the

24     trainees that had actually come back from the open

25     borstal to the closed and we were just discussing among

Officer Skillen
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1     were obviously you were saying to me engineering and

2     woodworking and the classes going on.

3 A.  Yes.  Uh-huh.

4 Q.  Then you were talking in passing about going swimming

5     over to the beach and that type of thing.  So the

6     facilities, how would you have described them, in

7     Millisle?

8 A.  As I said -- as I said to you, they were a bit

9     antiquated, but they were -- they were quite adequate

10     and the boys seemed to enjoy them, the use of the gym

11     and that.

12 Q.  I was asking you about the Visiting Committee, MZ1, and

13     you were explaining to me that you could remember them

14     coming in and out.

15 A.  I don't ever remember them coming in and out when I was

16     there.

17 Q.  You don't remember them coming in and out?  You didn't

18     have any involvement with them?

19 A.  No, I didn't have any involvement whatsoever with them.

20 Q.  I then asked you a question, MZ1, and I want you to

21     explain this in full to the Panel, because it's very

22     important for the Panel's work.  You have explained your

23     position that it wasn't a place for you.  You didn't fit

24     in.  You were more suited to working in an adult prison,

25     but I was asking you whether there was someone who was
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1     known as the one to watch out for, someone that was

2     talked about as taking liberties with the trainees, and

3     you were able to tell me about that.  So can I ask you

4     just to explain that to the Panel?

5 A.  Yes.  There was an officer who had been there for about

6     -- it must have been ten, twelve years I'm sure, and he

7     was -- by the name of .  He was a bit rough

8     with them.  He was rough with them, and I had

9     occasion -- on one occasion I heard from a member of

10     staff that he had done something.  He had I think hit or

11     clashed somebody or done something, and I said to him,

12     you know, " you would need to watch yourself,

13     because this is not acceptable.  You can't go around

14     doing these things, because you are going to finish up

15     in a lot of bother" and his idea was, "Oh, well" and

16     I said, "Well, I'm just telling you you cannot do it".

17 Q.  You were explaining to me, MZ1 -- and I am going to

18     summarise it, and you correct me if I've got this wrong

19     --

20 A.  Yes, sir.

21 Q.  -- he worked in the 

22 A.  Yes, sir.

23 Q.  You didn't have much interaction with him yourself.  You

24     never took a boy to the

25 A.  No.
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1     seemed to have been there from the place was built, and

2     the chief officer, he was so lackadaisical in his

3     manner.  He should -- you know, he would have said, you

4     know, "Och, 's going to have to watch himself, you

5     know".  That's all there ever was -- that's all there

6     ever was to it, and he just sort of said, "Well, it's

7     his head, you know", but ...

8 Q.  The chief officer was Chief Officer 

9 A.  Yes, that's right, sir.

10 Q.  The point you made to me was, you know, the chief

11     officer, that was the row beneath, as it were, the

12     deputy governor.

13 A.  That was the row beneath the deputy governor.

14 Q.  I asked you whether the deputy governor was likely to

15     have known and you said to me that that was 

16 A.  

17 Q.  -- .  You felt he probably would have known.

18 A.  He probably would have, but I can assure you if the

19     number one had of knew about it, there would have been

20     hell to play.

21 Q.  Now just so we clarify that, the governor at the time

22    you were there was Duncan McLaughlan.

23

24

A.  Duncan McLaughlan.

Q.  You explained to me that he -- and you weren't being

25     critical of him, but I will characterise it in this way

ML 44
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1 Q.  You were able to tell me why  was known as .

2     Can you tell the Panel why that was?

3 A.  Because -- it was known that he was an  and

4     he -- he had a   He just looked for all the

5     world, you know ...  He just done his own thing in the

6  and nobody ever questioned him.

7 Q.  Am I right in saying he wasn't a big man --

8 A.  No.

9 Q.  -- in the way that might be said of you, MZ1?  He wasn't

10     a ...?

11 A.  No, he was not a huge -- he was not a huge man.

12 Q.  But he had that ?

13 A.  He had that -- he had that  back... -- and he was

14     known for it, because he spoke of it manys a time.

15 Q.  He -- there's evidence from the governor, for instance,

16     although it had stopped by your time, that  was the

17     designated person to use the cane in the borstal to do

18     the corporal punishment.  That didn't seem to happen in

19     your time.  Were you aware of his background in that?

20 A.  No, I wasn't, funnily enough.  That's the first I have

21     heard of that one.

22 Q.  But there was no caning in your time?

23 A.  Never, never.

24 Q.  Just to be clear, MZ1, can I ask you: do you recall ever

25     hearing any suggestion in Millisle from other staff

Officer Skillen Punchy
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1     something that ought to have been brought to your

2     attention?

3 A.  Oh, yes, very clearly.  Very clearly.

4 Q.  And there is a systems problem, a systems failing if

5     officers didn't bring that to your attention?

6 A.  That's right.  It's clearly something they should have

7     done that they didn't do.

8 Q.  Because I am right in saying, am I, Duncan, that the

9     officers themselves were under an obligation as part of

10     the code of conduct that prison officers subscribe to

11     that if they are aware of any mistreatment taking place,

12     that should be brought to you, the governor, to deal

13     with?

14 A.  In a sense we are talking about a very theoretical

15     situation, that the code of loyalty amongst staff would

16     prevent them doing that.  The only time I was ever

17     informed, and it will come up later on, about -- that

18     led to two officers being suspended was I was told by

19     a junior governor.  I wasn't told by a prison officer.

20     The culture of the Prison Service would be that you

21     don't inform on your mates.  So that's why I was saying

22     in a sense it's a theoretical situation.

23 Q.  Yes.

24 A.  Yes.  I think --

25 Q.  They had an obligation to do it, but it comes as no



agreed that they should have brought their concerns to his attention (transcript for day 

182, at page 67).  

 

308. It was suggested to Mr McLaughlan (at page 67) that prison officers were obliged 

by their code of conduct to report ill treatment if they were aware of it taking place, and 

that there was a systems failure in this instance. He agreed with that analysis but 

described it as “a very theoretical situation” because “the code of loyalty amongst staff 

would prevent them doing that.”  

 

309. Mr McLaughlan stated that had he been made aware of the allegations which have 

now been raised against he would suspended him and if necessary he would 

have called in the police.  

 

310. On the basis of the evidence now provided by LN20 and MZ1, the Department 

accepts that there was a failure on their part to comply with their obligations to report 

evidence of ill treatment to the Governor or other Officer in authority, although in 

fairness to them their evidence suggests that they were relying on information supplied 

by others and did not directly witness any incident.  

 

311. The Department would submit that it is to misdescribe the nature of their failure to 

label it as a systems failure. Instead this was a people failure - a failure on the part of 

Officers to carry out what they knew to be their duty.  

 

312. The system itself was appropriately constructed: Officers were made aware of the 

rules and were explicitly told that ill treatment of trainees would contravene the rules 

and would not be tolerated; they knew that violations of the rules by colleagues should 
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complaint investigation relating to sexual assault by one boy against another. 

Although these allegations do not relate to any of the complainants to the 

Inquiry, they provide evidence of how such allegations were treated. 

83. In relation to the “Allegations of Assault by Staff Feb 1962 ) – Feb 

1962”, (Exhibit 28) it can be seen that while the complaint was not 

substantiated, the Ministry was clearly concerned: 

 
“.. the incident may serve as a reminder that the Ministry is bound to take a 

serious view of allegations of this nature, and to investigate them thoroughly, 

no matter from what source they may arise.” 

 

84. “Allegations against Officer  - January 1963” (Exhibit 29) record the 

actions taken by the Governor in investigating the allegations, including the 

precautionary suspension of Officer  due to the seriousness of the 

allegations. These allegations included: 

 

• Deliberately acting in a manner calculated to provoke a prisoner 

• Using force unnecessarily 

• Willfully damaging pyjamas and mattress with a cigarette end, and filling 

shoes with water 

• Neglecting to report damage of pyjamas and mattress 

• Whilst on duty acting in a manner prejudicial to discipline 

• Allowing any undue familiarity between prisoners and himself. 

 

85. A full record is available of the findings in relation to each of the allegations 

against Officer , on pages 56-57 (Exhibit 29) and, although the Governor 

found the majority of the allegations to be unsubstantiated, he did record in a 

letter to the Ministry that “I feel certain that Officer  has, by his general 

attitude towards trainees, on this occasion shown lack of tact which was 

provocative to these trainees at that time; and I have taken the necessary 

action in regard to the infractions of regulations committed by him”. The 

records do not specify what actions were taken. 

 

MIL-128OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

ML 29

ML 32

ML 32

ML 32

ML 32



—
if

- £
F C-C(( ec__t

,& ‘A

(. (,I

V

MIL-620OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

ML 28ML 31



The Governor,
H.JL. i3orstal Inst itution,
Aoburn House,
illisle.

Enclosed for your information are copies of a letter

of complaint aadressed to the sinister and the aanistrys

reply. Since it was necessary for the undersigned to

question several meubers of jour staff about the incidents

referred to in this correspondence; you maj wish to let

them see the reply, the first paragraph of which, in particular,

should remove any douots they may have entertained as to

the conclusions reached by the Ainistry.

At the same time, the incident may serve as a reminder

that the ini.stry is bound to take a serious view of allega

tions of this nature, and to investigate them thoroughly,

no matter from what source they may arise. The inistry

suggests, therefore, thst you take this opportunity to

remind all staff of the importance of av oiding, in all

circumstances, conduct which could give rise to any allegationc

of ill_treatment and the use of necessary force.

Dear ,

I have bten asked to reply to uur letter of 2UthFebruary addressed to the minister of Home Affairs.tour letter contained serious allegations againstmembers the staff of the eorstal lnstitution andan idmediate enquiry was helu about the incidents towhich you refer. I have to inform you that as a resultof these enquiries the a4aegations of violence againstcould not in any way be substantiated, Itis correct that was not ‘wearing socks atthe time of your viait, but I novo o coint out thaton his return to Woburn be was found to have disposedof all the clothing which had been issued to him. Theclothing he was then esaring bad to be removed forreturn to its owner, and at the time of your visit afresh issue was not completed.

Your letter contains an enqJ.ry as to whether
could serve his sentence in prison ratherthan at the Sorstal Institution, l’ransfern to prisonare indeed possible, but only in oases where the traineehas been reported to the aiinistry to be incorrigible, orto be exercising a bad influence on the other boys. TheMinistry is sure you would not like to learn, thatfell into either of these categories. I shouldpoint out that a Borstal sentence is intended to providetraining, and not merely punishment. If

Reference

1Jinistr of Home Affairs,1

CODE 1876

27th Debnaary, 1962.

for Secretafl
27th ?ebruarl, 1962.

/is
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Co. i)own,

20/2/62,

Dear Sir,

I sin writing to you to beg of you to do something for
who was sentenoed at the Northern Ireland Winter ‘A

period of training at Woburn House, Millisle,

I believe you to be a person to whom every citizen of N. Ireland looks to for
protection and I know you do this work very sufficently,

My brother is a citizen of N, Irelanê so are my parents. my father was a
meuther of the

Recently had been assocating with bad company resulting in breaking
the law several times, The latest time being then he received a stolen electric
razor as part payment for work be had done for his employer. After being sentenced
to Borstal remained there for over a week and because of being ill
treated by other convicts and an officer of the institution who kicked him while be
was scrubbing a floor broke out of the building and returned home to

in a terrible mental and physical state. He was arrested and taken back
to Woburn House where he arrived about one thirty a,m, on Saturday 17th of February.

and I went to visit at 3 o’clock on Saturday 1th of
February, both and :were disgusted at r appearance, there
were several bruises on ’s face and he was unable to rest his back against
the chair on which he was sitting as he said it was very painful.

I asked who were the persons responsible for beating him and he
told me the hose—master, and the officer present at our visit, beat him
on retur asked to see his back, but he said he could’ nt as the
officer present would only give him more if he were known to have told us,

During the visit to I noticed that he was wearing no stocking only
physical exercise shoes on his feet and was complaining of a severe headache. I
was just horrified at ’s condition on Saturday as I did not believe any
convicts in a N. Ireland jail or borstal had to suffer so much as looking at

that had been in Woburn House for over a week, I would have thought he had
been in one of Russia’s concentration camps for years instead of a civilized
institution in k. Ireland,

On returning home I made further enquiries from another person who had been
in the same establishment, and I was told similar stories as had told me
of brutality being used to the boys,especialiy boys from the country district, by
the officers.

I do not excuse for anything he has done and I believe he deserves
punishment, but certainly not the type of punishment he has been receiving.

is a handicapped person and is unable to read or write, as a child
he had a very severe illness, at home he was good to and was always
obedient to their wishes, he has been heling to look after wno
has been ill for fourteen years, and who has been confined to bed permantly this
past two years. Had he of not done this I would never had been abJe to start my
training as a , as needed someone to help her with at home,

I believe if is to remain at this institution under his present
circumstances, he may do something of which he will not be accountable for,

I would like you to see that no harm comes to for me writing to you
as he does not know that I’m doing so. As I just could’nt think of suffer
ing so much, I’m quite sure you are aware of these conditions otherwise they
would’nt exist,

/1
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I am no authority on the matter of training boys but I believe this is
certainly the way to make them worse citizens instead of better ones,

While visiting he told me he would prefer to take his punishment
in jail rather than remain where he was I presume t1is could.’nt be arranged, or
could it?

Again Sir, I’m bgging of you please do something for as you are
the only person that I can place my trust and hope in. I would like to thank you
for reading this letter as I laiow you are a very busy person and d.o your best for
everyone in N. Ireland. So I hope you vould look into this matter for me
Thanking you,

I remain,
Your obedient Servant,

($ied)
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complaint investigation relating to sexual assault by one boy against another. 

Although these allegations do not relate to any of the complainants to the 

Inquiry, they provide evidence of how such allegations were treated. 

83. In relation to the “Allegations of Assault by Staff Feb 1962 – Feb 

1962”, (Exhibit 28) it can be seen that while the complaint was not 

substantiated, the Ministry was clearly concerned: 

 
“.. the incident may serve as a reminder that the Ministry is bound to take a 

serious view of allegations of this nature, and to investigate them thoroughly, 

no matter from what source they may arise.” 

 

84. “Allegations against Officer - January 1963” (Exhibit 29) record the 

actions taken by the Governor in investigating the allegations, including the 

precautionary suspension of Officer  due to the seriousness of the 

allegations. These allegations included: 

 

• Deliberately acting in a manner calculated to provoke a prisoner 

• Using force unnecessarily 

• Willfully damaging pyjamas and mattress with a cigarette end, and filling 

shoes with water 

• Neglecting to report damage of pyjamas and mattress 

• Whilst on duty acting in a manner prejudicial to discipline 

• Allowing any undue familiarity between prisoners and himself. 

 

85. A full record is available of the findings in relation to each of the allegations 

against Officer , on pages 56-57 (Exhibit 29) and, although the Governor 

found the majority of the allegations to be unsubstantiated, he did record in a 

letter to the Ministry that “I feel certain that Officer  has, by his general 

attitude towards trainees, on this occasion shown lack of tact which was 

provocative to these trainees at that time; and I have taken the necessary 

action in regard to the infractions of regulations committed by him”. The 

records do not specify what actions were taken. 
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Continued,

Early Shift &aty was mae aware,of, or noticed, ny daçe In o,l? lornitory.

I discount ‘e evidence ‘e being hearrav, wit the ezoeltion
of the incident in the dning ball. I find no eviderce in corroboration of
poet?to or general a legations made by these four trainees against Officer

I feel that some i rcvooation,lu Officer nearcainrc tL ci beds,
the resentful mood of these trniwee at that w a roan] t of unishment
tel lowing abaoonding, led them to make their orictea.l complaints e possibly
encouraged by who is also an absconder. kbneqtsstntly, with the o portanit]
to confer together, they felt bound to sites. t to suhstentiatq, rather than
to withdraw completely, when given the ot portunity. The w14 coops of
allegations indieate tb’t they felt unable to efloblish any individual
allegation, end that when offered the chance to oomaii their complaints to
;c.er each wrote of those matters they bad discussed tcpther, I pro jose
to inform these trainees in due course, of z opinion of teir alIeatiun
an a result of tiwe InvestIgations.

I feel certain that has, h’ his general attitude tnaro
trainees, on this occasion shown lack of tact wdich as :rovoctive to these
trainees et that t me; and I have tsken the necessary action in reard to
the infractions of rogalntiw coomttted by bin.

Governor,

The iecretry.
The binistxt of flte .Sfaira,
:tønnont,
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V

U

8J0 Dental, Waburn,
)lilliele,

15th .Yaauary, 1963.

Yen are charged under Pan I of the Discipline Code for
Prisén Offioers (1954) with the following Offenoes as outlined under
the relevant paragraphs shown.

You should admit or deny each charge separately. If you deny
any or all of these charges, I propose to call the following
witness, in addition to the names of those who have made statementst

The copies of statements, upon which these charges are based,
are as detailed below:—

Statements by:

Officer dated 8.1,63. 15,1.63.
Officer dated 7.1.63,

Chief Officer Gallagher. dated 8.1,63.

Governor,

MIL-682OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

ML 32

ML 70

ML 69

ML 69
ML 68

ML 34
ML 33



You are charged under Part I Discipline Code (1954):— Office

(xi) (a) jlnlawful andj exeise of au)jy

You leliberately acted in a manner calculated to provoke traineet a.,
in that you searched the beds of trainees in No.12 Dormitory without
the proper authority and in an exaggerated maimer,
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0tfioe

lou are charged under Part I fliøOjpij Code (1954):e

(xv), (a)

In that 70U failed to report to the otj Prinojpai 0ffioer

en duty J,noj4 tileged to have000uned in No.12 Dormjto during

the evening of 2nd Januar, 19C3,
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86. An Officer Skillen is referred to in the allegations against Officer - 

January 1963, page 34 (Exhibit 29), but he is not implicated in the allegations. 

 
87. The “Allegation against Officer  – 1966” (Exhibit 30) evidences the 

communication and investigation processes in place at the time; which 

included receipt of formal reports and recorded interviews with those involved 

and with witnesses. It also records the findings of the Governor that “while the 

evidence would certainly not seem to support ’s allegations the fact 

remains that the Visiting Committee were not able to disprove them and 

consequently no charge can be brought against him  in this 

instance” (page 6). This meant that although the allegations against the Officer 

were unsubstantiated the Governor was not taking any further action against 

the Trainee who made a complaint.  

 
88. In the “  -  Possible Indecency Complaint” 

(Exhibit 31), 1961, one trainee made an allegation of indecency against 

another to the Visiting Committee, and suggested that this was the reason for 

his absconding. The Governor noted that the allegation had a “more than even 

chance of being valid” and, in agreement with the Visiting Committee, 

requested that the perpetrator should be moved to another establishment. He 

also recorded his “regret that this report has been made necessary, as I was 

confident that little, or no, indecency existed at this Establishment.”  

 
89. Copies of records containing these allegations were submitted to the Inquiry 

on 9 December 2015 in response to a Rule 9 request.  

 
90. The Department does not have any records of Civil Claims being lodged in 

relation to Millisle Borstal.  

 
Control and Restraint 
 

91. The Department is aware that the present Control and Restraint methods were 

introduced to the Prison Service circa 1986. To date we have not been able to 

identify or evidence any formal training prior to this. The Department’s 

statement to the Inquiry on the use of restraint in Hydebank YOC (HYD 1674 – 

2744) refers. Nevertheless, evidence has been found which shows that staff 
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!tM. lbratal institution,

?nirwe was intsrvisnd by a at his reue5t tosy

13th January, 1966.

PS compleiifr.d that Offmar struck him on the face on

Monday 17th inst at a roxLnte1y 6.30 p.u. — twice with the palm

of his hand and cmos with his fist on his — right

states tint no other boy or Officer was resent or

witneamd the alleged occurreace.

had a slight asreiling on has right cheek bone shen

I saw him toay bat there was no aiaooioeration whatever.

dr. report of 1th on s behaviour during

$ducatio on 17th inst. is relevant to this complaint,

$,rewith report by is writing, reports by Matron,

and ftineipal Officer and Gomplatut Pooh with entry by

Officer Biachemash

the Governor,

I ncp*estea the officer on duty to nmove this
from ey class on the nanann, of 17th January.

it was obvious that be didn’t intend to dsa any
when I apoke to Idea privately shout his attitude0 h
an insolent manner and refaced to ems ate seep at q
I removed his bodcs which he treated as a hugh joke
addressing cheeky remerka tp the rest of the class.

4. nldidsJiON

The Governor,
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fl.M. 1ioetal lastitntion
wo1n,U1le

Dates 17.1.66

On the 17.1.46 whilst patfOrZtng the ttiss of aeasp introl
at 6.35 p.m. appr#. t eat’ ocUed to the s&acation class La the tO.
Room ‘by !ft’. Anderson. fle raestad that Traira be

reaved from the QiesS as he refised to sitter say iu Uoms and had
adopted an insolent nx*er. hsn I ordered him out of the classroom
he nAmed to go mad betri nviag his ansi about,

I orieed him once mors to leave aid he stUJ. rotused then i
hA to nsa anmaa araowt ad tarce tonpt his out,

I reported the matter to 2riaoipal Officer who deoed
him in the cell pontLimg !tr. A Aarao&s report.

4ien 3. looted the ecU door and rettwncid to my duty the sound
of tarzO.ture bolug tta iceçaad came from the cell, On ersteztog
the cell trainee was throwing the table ansurid and apçeaxtd
to be in a violen .es, Pa hdd to be reat.’aLned with a efltain
amount ot force. ?or aafety#s eaSe the tdrnitare was resnad from
the cell. frmociosi Officer was preamS doting the ;:tiole of
the ti ‘is from imzLng him isa the sell,

The Governor,

t,ffioer

Sir,

WJ. rs1

20,1.66

I beg to report that on the 17th inst. £ was del
Officer en evening duty.

room.
At apotaX* &40 p.m. Officer called me frt

ass reported that at Mr. Anderson’s rmueet he to
trainee from that class, the reaoofl be
would net swer ,,aeszio’vz and alo h’i adopted
meaner to Ut. fiieflcfl,

I told Off o place trainee
4ing a report from 4. doderson. I as :flSSUt wi
waS placed in the oull,

Officer nimnd csity aS fl55C patrol, a

after”ards we heard the sound of furniture being thr

On retamiag to the cell this trainee vat throst
about, and the ret of the anAl fuxtature we S dosarr

appeared to be in a violent ttmipnr arid had t be rem
for safety I had all this cell furniture remow

nt no time from When I was called lid trig one I
this trainee, except in restraint,

trainee’s reply: is right. I wat5 corned about the
work in my book.

(signed) ;
The Governor.
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On the night, Monday 17th of Jsnaafl 196
as in the class of Mr. Anderson, at Abont 6.14
by lit, Anderson to stand at the wail. Then Mr

19,1,66 Mn (an officer) to tee me out of the
twice ean the room on the second tine Mr.
the back of the neck and told me to get ont.
the Billiard hail door Mr. slapped me t

I saw trainee on his the palm of his hand. then at he conson room

re aest at 9,30 a.m. om the 16th the secants with hte fist, I told him to leave rae alone o

race.
Governor and when £ told him this Re replied “

you will need to see someone elae. After tha

hr A some slight snlling on upper cheek comeon room and asked the principle officer 4
below right e, the eye wa not involved and in my 4, went in to see the sohoolmastOr what

opinion re aired no tratazt. the roars ton and when he returned Mr.
another boy and £ skylarking about which as
p* in the cells. At least Five minutes later
cells I grdbbed a table and a chair and I thre

(sigaed

Aitoessed by . G Ltt42.
Offloat

19.1.66
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mlb LM. orstal, Millisle.

To the Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Belfast.

I Sir,

J

20th January, 1966

= I a trainee in Hil orstal
Millisle wishes to make a complaint against sri
officer named. Ivir. . The complaint is that
on Monday night while I was at a school class in
the Borstal. Between 6.30 and 6.45 p.m. I was
called by Mr. Anderson my s:oolmaster to stand by
the wall for fusing to tell him a word which I
could not pronounce Mr. Anderson called Mr.
to the class an asked him to remove me. I asked
Mr. o “look at my book”, and ne saiã to me
“get on the second time he grabbed me by the
neck and pulled me out then at the billiard room
door he slapped me twice on the face. At the
common room door be hit me again this time with
his Closed hand. Then I told Mr. to take his
hand down or I would see the overnor and to this
he replied ‘tYou bad better shut up or you will need
to see some one else”. Then Mr. went to the
common room and asked for the principle officer
Mr. and told him that I had to be removed from
the clasg, Mr. then went into Mr. Anderson
to see why I had been removed, when he came back
Mr, said that another boy and I had been
skylarking about which was not true after this P.O.

told Mr. to put me in the cells,

(signed)
20/1/66

jLL5t 0

trroi1

I

The haoct ryj
rson Cfine’ ‘nsnni-tion
oburn bouse
ilhi&c

At meetn t oburn house attnded by
of your asoociction, ;erks J)ivision and of th
was agead that the ne.w building for houi
to roviEie aceounL.tion for -rieon cfficera
as lcrinod by tb kinintr of h’ince.

hen the buildiu h&: beo. coniatod it a
to bloak u the door between Le ci.

acoomointion and lao Mnii door into oubile
a new door betanen the boys aces ieodetion anC
if ‘this cork is otill all ocnsidewed. neoeaanry

i
-AA

I

.Borstai Training
Sentenced 1.2.65

•J’

for

iu
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Reference.P.1.11098

The Governor,
H.M. Borstal Institution,
Woburn House,
Milhisle.

Ministry of Home Affairs,
ontBelfast.

ur

With reference to the attached. copy of a minute issued to
Officer , I am to inform you that while the evidence
would certainly not seem to support s allegations

the fact remains that the Visiting Committeewerenot able to

disprove them and consequently no charge can be brought against

him in this instance.

for Secretary
2th February, 1966

Officer
(through the Governor,
H,L Borstal institution,
oburn Honse

With reference to ymw minnie dated. 1it
regarding aUegatima aede against you by Tr
I am to inform you that the fisiting Ccmmitt
investigation of the matter found no evidenc
whatsoever.

You can rest assured, therefore, that y
prison officer has not been eopardised or b
way end so tar as the Ministry is concerned
the aflegations had never been made,

E.

28th Pehew

Ministry of
ot

CODE 18-76
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R.K. Moretal, Milliele,
A.D.

20th January, 1966
To the Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Belfast,

I Sir,

t a trainee in U.K. Bo
Millisle wisht’s to make a complaint against

Jorstal Training ( offleer named Kr, . The complaint isSentenced 1.2.65 j on Monday night while I was at a school alas
the Borstal Ketween 6.30 an4 6.4 p.m. I w

f called by Mr. Anderson my shoolmacter to eta
the wall forfusing to tell him a word whie
could not pronounce Mr. Anderson eafled Kr,
to the class and asked him to remove rae, I
Kr, to “look at my book” and he said
“get on the second time be grabbed me
neck and pulled me out then at the billiard

I door he slapped me twice on the face, At tb
common room door be hit me again this time w
his Closed band. When I told Mr. to

I hand down or I would see the Governor and to
he replied “You had better shut up or you wi
to see some one else”, Then Kr. went
common room and asked for the principl offi
Mr. and told him that I had to be reme
the class, Kr, then went into Mr. Audi
to see why I had removed, when he came
Mr9 said that another boy and I had b
skylarking about which was not true after th:

old Mr. to put me in the cells

(signed)
20/1/66

\\\(‘ J
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to the Governor,
KJ. &ntal,
Itillisle,

21.1.66

Sir,

a. Governor,
hJ, Borstal,
Killisle.

21.1.66

In answer to the complaint lodged by
trainee ‘f. lounger against me, I demy
striking him with my closed fist, The only
time I came in contact with was
during the time I had to ev m the
classroom at Mr. Anderson’s request. I then
had to lay bands on him as be was endeavouring
to create a soene by refusing twice my order
to leave the class room.

When was on report on the
19.1.66 the day before this complaint was
lodged. Re was asked by you if all that I
had said in my report was correct and S.f be
had enytbing further to say. Re said ‘All
of Kr. ’s report was true’t, and then
was nothing further added, the Chief Officer
Mr. Gallagher and Principal Officer
were present at the time this was said.

lodged no complaint with
Principal Officer when the alleged
incident occurred,

In answer to the complaint lodged by
trainee against me, I demy
striking closed fist, The only
time I came in contact with was
during the time I had to ev m the
classroom at Mr. Anderson’s request. I then
had to lay bands on him as he was endeavouring
to create a scene by refusing twice my order
to leave the class room.

When was on report on the
19,1,66 the day before this complaint was
lodged. Re was asked by you Si’ all that I
had said in my report was correct and. S.f he
had anything further to say, Re said “All
of Mr. ’s report was true”, and there
was nothing further added, The Chief Officer
tSr, Gallagher and Principal Officer
were present at the time this was said.

lodged no complaint with
Principal Officer when the alleged
incident coourred,

i placed him in the cell on Principal
Officer ’s instructions and remained
there in osse my assistance was needed,

There is a definite time lag in
trainee ’s charge. The alleged
incident is dated 17,1,66, When, on report
he made no mention of it on the 18,1,66
and lodged the complaint on the 19,1,66 which
in my opinion suggests conspiracy with other
trainees.

(signed)
Officer

I placed him in the cell on Principal
Officer s instructions and remained
then in case my assistance was needed,

there is a definite tIme lag in
Trainee ’s charge. The alleged
incident is dated 17.1,66. When on report
he made no mention of it on the 18,1.66
and lodged the complaint on the 19,1,66 which
in my’ ppinion suggests conspiracy with other
trainees.

(Signed)
Officer
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LIiL BontaZ Xuatttatjoa,R,a bnib) betiwtto*,

:t. Secntry,
flflfl a Non &ftain9 Traie was £ntniewmd by me at his nnt to—day
ai1 19th Jarnry, i96

!4e ooapIit*i that Officer struck him oi the face on
Moniy 17th inst. at approirnate1y 6 30 p.m. — twioe with the pain
of his hatland nace *th his fistoahisH r’s-riht

I stibmtt San Psper 4fl4 ao,IM nit ‘r tha aWn sae€
trauma t h sapte at øt*ta*nb tee. I4nlt (Zj.L.fl), Pqn

stats that so othsr boy or Officer was nsw* orIbnnn (1,i,fl), Jetrea (fl.hU), fltnotpal ett.,
witnsssd tha afleged o*urvaloe.(eoa.) .a Pert-ta. late a aanataawait atE i744ti ent

*tRtflttt by Offiser citeS S0.1.S6 ha a s1it swelling on his right cheek bone shin
I saw kin to-day hat there was iao utsooiountion whatever,

we, planeS es vepert by Offiser few Iefur$ae to enapip
at Oflet ad Onatsq e Sleteflatee ha do neW’ as *14 flifl*tt Of ’s report ot 18th ova rs behaviour daring

17,1.14. 1 punished bin an 18.1.66 #1*8 rduottou In Geth UI 1* Can. U dda on 17th inst. is rel this ooaplaiat,Credo. Curing the hearing of the npofl ned, so reference to aer
ateault being made upon ttw, but adMitted toe offennee as detetlad it the report Herewith report by in writing, reports by Matron,
agaInst him, and rinoipa1 Officer and Coaplaint Sock with entry by

Officer bactain.
Pollewing the report by Deptity Governor dated l9.l,66 I

interviewed and aenaidered all the relevant statasests. Upon aueetianing
had nothing to add in sapport of his writ en sktsrsen-c making this

allegation,

9th Sanuaz, 1966I cautioned. about making ungrounded eleirtts tot he insisted
that his eomplaint be forwarded to the Kiatetry; and I aubdt th1eba unae*
pars. 2 RuLe 3 Irises liaise LI, 1fl4. The Governor,

I weuld however, paint oat the Satiating knters raisearat he tbie allagetlea
of assault.

Ci) At the tine at the ellaged assault ‘Calat fleet as in pnqraas
yet so said at alcoa raised or any disturbance was heard by
Prineipel Offloar in the Iteereetion Room adjaoant to the
corridor alsnr width Office brought boa
Sr. indonen*e Glue to the eaperate sells.

(2) was violent he had been placed in the asparats
cell, and nay wall have sustained the elijpd swelling at that
time - there is i of any dinlauration or swelling to-nay
(20,1,66),

(3) did. nut asks any Coeplaint until the morning of the
19*8 Jenny - 36 hours after th. otleged assault upon 14. (6,40
n.a. 17,i,#6) aithonet he may here intewsd that the hetron
who saw bin at ,30 a.a. an 18.1.64 (15 bonn later) would hove
taken sore airline view of the alight swelling an tile ebede
dd* he way well have intlietel. upon hiaseif for that paypewe,

Governor
list Jaaaaay, 1964
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were not permitted to use excessive force or act in an inappropriate manner 

towards the trainees. Records in relation to the disciplinary charges laid 

against Officer dated 4 January 1963 (Exhibit 29) pages 38, 39 and 

40 show that he was charged under the provisions of the Code Of Discipline 

for Prison Officers, Part 1. This referred to the disciplinary offence of “unlawful 

or unnecessary use of authority” and specifically (in his case) of having “used 

force unnecessarily”. The Code of Conduct and Discipline for Prison Officers is 

included in the Borstal Training document, pages 4-6, (Exhibit 21) not dated.  

 
92. Evidence is available which would suggest that a “separate cell” was used for 

the control of refractory boys and is referred to in the allegation against Officer 

Exhibit 30) on page 13, and in an entry in the Governor’s Journal on 

13th August 1975 (Exhibit 26) when a trainee was reportedly “held in a 

separate room under punishment” although he “had to be forcibly removed 

from that room while trades staff removed glass from the windows (

had damaged a number of pieces)”.  

 
93. An entry in the Governor’s Journal dated 14 May 1980 (Exhibit 32) evidences 

that the Governor referred an alleged assault to the Police for investigation 

and suspended Officers when he believed they may have been guilty of 

assault.  

 
94. An entry in the Governor’s Journal on 8 November 1975 (Exhibit 33) records 

an allegation raised by  who complained that had been 

assaulted by staff. The Governor has recorded his actions but we do not have 

any formal paperwork to indicate whether this matter was taken any further 

following the Governor’s intervention. 

“Punchy” Skillen 
 

95. The Department has not been able to find any records in relation to “Punchy” 

Skillen (question 14 refers). Nor have we been able to find any document to 

suggest that any complaints were made against an Officer Skillen during his 
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Food and Clothing 

32. Meals in both sections were provided by the kitchen in the open section and 

comprised three main meals and supper. Trainees wore a uniform supplied by 

the prison that was cleaned in the laundry and maintained by a full-time 

seamstress.  These consisted of denims and clothing required for work. 

Complaints, Requests and Allegations 

33. Whilst a trainee could make a complaint, request or allegation at any time there 

was no formal system in place to deal with such matters. Complaints and 

requests were generally about issues such as work allocation, not getting 

promotion to the next grade or requests for an extra visit.  I do not now recall any 

allegations from trainees about abusive treatment from staff during my time as 

Governor in Millisle although I note that there is an entry in the Governors Journal 

from 8 November 1975 (Exhibit 3)4 when a complained that

had been assaulted on 7 November 1975.  The Governor’s Journal shows that I 

met with  in relation to the alleged assault the day earlier. The entry 

in the journal at the time shows that had been examined by a 

Medical Officer on 7 November to assess his fitness for punishment and that 

there was no evidence of injuries at that time.  I then interviewed and 

could see no injuries myself; the Medical Officer also attended and confirmed this 

on 8 November. I note further that there is no formal paperwork to evidence if this 

matter was taken any further following my intervention.  See also the Millisle 

general statement at para 94. 

4 Exhibit 3 - 08 November 1975 - Millisle Governors Journal 
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were not permitted to use excessive force or act in an inappropriate manner 

towards the trainees. Records in relation to the disciplinary charges laid 

against Officer dated 4 January 1963 (Exhibit 29) pages 38, 39 and 

40 show that he was charged under the provisions of the Code Of Discipline 

for Prison Officers, Part 1. This referred to the disciplinary offence of “unlawful 

or unnecessary use of authority” and specifically (in his case) of having “used 

force unnecessarily”. The Code of Conduct and Discipline for Prison Officers is 

included in the Borstal Training document, pages 4-6, (Exhibit 21) not dated.  

 
92. Evidence is available which would suggest that a “separate cell” was used for 

the control of refractory boys and is referred to in the allegation against Officer 

(Exhibit 30) on page 13, and in an entry in the Governor’s Journal on 

13th August 1975 (Exhibit 26) when a trainee was reportedly “held in a 

separate room under punishment” although he “had to be forcibly removed 

from that room while trades staff removed glass from the windows (

had damaged a number of pieces)”.  

 
93. An entry in the Governor’s Journal dated 14 May 1980 (Exhibit 32) evidences 

that the Governor referred an alleged assault to the Police for investigation 

and suspended Officers when he believed they may have been guilty of 

assault.  

 
94. An entry in the Governor’s Journal on 8 November 1975 (Exhibit 33) records 

an allegation raised by ; who complained that had been 

assaulted by staff. The Governor has recorded his actions but we do not have 

any formal paperwork to indicate whether this matter was taken any further 

following the Governor’s intervention. 

“Punchy” Skillen 
 

95. The Department has not been able to find any records in relation to “Punchy” 

Skillen (question 14 refers). Nor have we been able to find any document to 

suggest that any complaints were made against an Officer Skillen during his 
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Day 182 HIA Inquiry 26 January 2016

www.DTIGlobal.com

Page 81

1     well, and they both remained suspended during the

2     currency of the investigation.

3 A.  That's correct.

4 Q.  What I wanted to ask you was could you remember

5     precisely what type of assault they were alleged to have

6     engaged in on  and ?

7 A.  No.

8 Q.  You don't?

9 A.  I had forgotten about this until I saw the entry in the

10     journal.

11 Q.  What I am able to establish is that you informed the

12     Visiting Committee about this.  I am not going to bring

13     up all of the records, but on 2nd June 1980 you informed

14     the Visiting Committee that you had had to suspend two

15     officers because of alleged assaults and the RUC were

16     investigating and it remained to be seen whether there

17     would be charges.  The reference for that, Members of

18     the Panel, is at MIL747 and 8.

19         Then on 25th September -- and we're going to look at

20     this, please, at 755 -- there is a note from Dr Jim

21     Patten, who is deceased you were saying to me --

22 A.  Um.

23 Q.  -- who was a psychiatrist.

24 A.  Psychologist.

25 Q.  Psychologist.

ML 51 ML 52
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8. I was then moved on to another wing after the reception wing and a man 

called  was in charge of this wing.  On one occasion we were getting 

washed and I was asked if I shaved.  I said that I did not need to shave as I 

did not have any hair to shave.   then smacked my face and said that 

I was to do what I was told.  I had never shaved in my life before and I wasn’t 

sure what I was doing.  We were made to stand to attention and if we did not 

do this, we would be slapped.  We were made to train like we were in the 

army and the same Officers used the same tactics as the army.   

 

9. The inspections of the cells continued each morning.  The Governor would 

inspect our cells on a Saturday morning and your cell had to be twice as 

clean.  During the day we would be taken to the gym to exercise and 

sometimes we would be put into the boxing ring for a minute and we were 

supervised by a member of staff.  I think that he was called .  We each 

had a PE uniform to wear.  

 
10. We were made to scrub and polish the floors each morning.  We used a big 

wooden box with bricks inside it and a blanket underneath it as a buffer for the 

floors.  The buffer was very heavy and I now have tennis elbow in both arms 

as a result of this manual labour.  We were made to buffer the floors as a form 

of punishment. 

 
11. Each day we had to sit at the table and chair in our cells as we were not 

allowed to sit or lie on the bed until bed time.  We were locked up all day 

during the summer.  We did not have the opportunity to exercise or associate 

with other inmates.  When it came to the winter, we were taken outside and 

made to exercise in the rain. 

 
 

12. The only reading material we were given was a bible which was in our room.  

Each evening we were locked in our cells from 8.00 PM.  I did not ask to get 

out of my cell to use the toilet after lock up for fear of being punished by a 

member of staff.   We used to use the newspaper in our room as a toilet and 

then throw the parcel out the window of our cell.  I remember one morning I 
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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

 

 
RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO  

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 416 

 

I, Stephen Davis, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department 

of Justice. I am the Director of Operations (Northern Ireland Prison Service), a senior civil 

servant in the Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review 

of files undertaken by staff under my supervision. 

The Department of Justice will say as follows: 

1. The Department notes that HIA 416 was born on   HIA 416’s criminal 

record (see MIL-30057 to MIL-30059) shows that he was committed to Borstal 

training, at County Court, on 8 January 1979 for robbery and burglary 

offences.  We have no personal file for HIA 416. 

2. The Department notes HIA 416’s comments at paragraphs 8 and 12 of his statement 

to the Inquiry.  We have no personnel file for ‘a man called ’. 

3. The Department notes HIA 416’s comments at paragraph 9 of his statement to the 

Inquiry.  We have records in relation to a who worked in Millisle Borstal 

from 16 July 1979 to 30 September 1980 and a who worked in 

Borstal from 6 November 1977 to 31 December 1980 (see Exhibit 1). 

4. The Department notes HIA 416’s comments at paragraphs 15 – 18 of his statement 

to the Inquiry.  We have no personnel records in relation to ‘Punchy Skillen’ but note 

that the DOJ Millisle General Statement (MIL-130 – MIL-131) and Mr McLaughan’s 

statement (MIL-722) provide some information in relation to Mr Skillen.  We do not 

have any medical records for HIA 416. 

MIL-799OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

ML 8



RESTRICTED (when complete) 

Continuation of Statement of:

Page 5 of 5   

Signature of witness: 

Signature witnessed by: 
(Appropriate Adult) 

(if applicable) 

      
38/36 (2007) 

C
er

tif
ie

d 
a 

tru
e 

co
py

 o
f a

n 
or

ig
in

al
 s

ig
ne

d 
do

cu
m

en
t

again I don’t recall seeing any marks. One evening before lockup he opened my cell door and 

asked if I had a brother called . I said yes. He then grabbed the cell door with one 

hand and slammed it so hard that the plaster surrounding the frame of the door cracked. I don’t 

know why he asked about my brother. It was mental torture from then on. I couldn’t do anything 

to please him and always felt like I said the wrong thing. I also remember another inmate on the 

same wing called from the Carrick area came out of his cell one time with an enormous 

black eye that had shut over. I think it was his left eye and the injury to it lasted for about two 

weeks. I remember asking 'who had hit him' and he said . I asked him 'what for' 

but he wasn’t sure whether to say.Eventually he told me it was because of something he wrote 

in a letter to his girlfriend . I cant remember first name nor can I recall what he looked 

like. Another prison officer called also assaulted me when I was about 17 yrs old. 

 took you for PTI in closed but also worked in open. I recall one time I taking off my 

gutties in the gym when came from behind me and hit me one almighty blow in the 

back. It was so bad that  I couldn’t breathe or talk. He found it funny. Because of the angle I was 

at I could see approach me from behind. Other prisoners must have seen but I cant 

remember their names.  hurt me the most. I didn’t complain but I was sore for days. I 

have had a recent scan at hospital and they discovered a legion in my lung. I told the doctor and 

he said it could be as a result of a blow to this area. All of my immediate family are dead apart 

from my younger brother who is an alcoholic. I do not  have contact details for 

. I do not recall the first names of any of the staff members responsible for the abuse in 

any of the institutions mentioned. I believe  and are dead. I felt obliged to 

report this abuse after hearing about similar incidents that were being investigated by Police into 

Childrens homes.      
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 PRIVATE  

HIA 294 PRIVATE 2 

 They weren’t in uniforms, they wore suits you know, I was in the closed, 
this is in the closed bit, you didn’t get down into the open bit until you 
were good enough or they thought you were good enough.  I never got 
charged for anything but there was folk that did get charged and they 
were down there before me. 

AF member: Okay. 

 The sentence to Borstal would have been six to two years, six months 
to two years. 

AF member: Okay. 

 And I think it took me six months getting down to that closed place for 
what reason I don’t know, now my class officer was called a man called 

 

AF member:  

 Yeah but you see the woman couldn’t find any record of.  She got one 
of them  he was just this big, have you ever seen the film 
Kes. 

AF member: Yes. 

 He would remind you of the PE teacher. 

AF member: Oh okay. 

 That type of man, thumping you, I was kneeling down like just putting 
my gutty on or something or taking it off and I got this big mighty blow 
in the lung which I don’t know if it’s cancerous or it’s just a lesion you 
know what I mean. 

AF member: They can’t tell at the minute. 

 But I reckon he done that with that blow cos I couldn’t breathe nothing 
and me pride wouldn’t make me cry or not in front of the other fellows 
you know and this man  came into my cell one night before 
he went off home, he came into my cell and went by the way cos me 
older brother was in there. 

AF member: Okay. 

 This was early in ’72 or something, he says have you a brother called 
, here’s me yes he’s me brother, he got the door, the cell 

door and slammed it so hard that the crack, the plaster round the 
frame, metal frame round the door, the plaster broke that’s how hard he 
slammed it, didn’t say anything about him, just says is that your brother 
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again I don’t recall seeing any marks. One evening before lockup he opened my cell door and 

asked if I had a brother called . I said yes. He then grabbed the cell door with one 

hand and slammed it so hard that the plaster surrounding the frame of the door cracked. I don’t 

know why he asked about my brother. It was mental torture from then on. I couldn’t do anything 

to please him and always felt like I said the wrong thing. I also remember another inmate on the 

same wing called rom the Carrick area came out of his cell one time with an enormous 

black eye that had shut over. I think it was his left eye and the injury to it lasted for about two 

weeks. I remember asking who had hit him' and he said . I asked him 'what for' 

but he wasn’t sure whether to say.Eventually he told me it was because of something he wrote 

in a letter to his girlfriend . I cant remember first name nor can I recall what he looked 

like. Another prison officer called  also assaulted me when I was about 17 yrs old. 

took you for PTI in closed but also worked in open. I recall one time I taking off my 

gutties in the gym when came from behind me and hit me one almighty blow in the 

back. It was so bad that  I couldn’t breathe or talk. He found it funny. Because of the angle I was 

at I could see approach me from behind. Other prisoners must have seen but I cant 

remember their names. hurt me the most. I didn’t complain but I was sore for days. I 

have had a recent scan at hospital and they discovered a legion in my lung. I told the doctor and 

he said it could be as a result of a blow to this area. All of my immediate family are dead apart 

from my younger brother who is an alcoholic. I do not  have contact details for 

 I do not recall the first names of any of the staff members responsible for the abuse in 

any of the institutions mentioned. I believe and are dead. I felt obliged to 

report this abuse after hearing about similar incidents that were being investigated by Police into 

Childrens homes.      
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that area attributes this legion to being a result of that punch. Do you have any 

comment? 

A. I didn’t do it. He could have got that injury doing anything. I didn’t ever assault any inmate at 

Millisle Borstal. He did not make an internal complaint as I was never interviewed by the Borstal 

in relation to it. 

Q11. Is there anything else you want to say? 

A. I would like to reiterate that if he had wanted to complain at the time there was a procedure to 

go through. I was 25 years in the prison service and never had a complaint. 

The interview was concluded and I explained to  that I was reporting him to the 

Public Prosecution Service in relation to the offence of AOABH. 
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8. I was then moved on to another wing after the reception wing and a man 

called  was in charge of this wing.  On one occasion we were getting 

washed and I was asked if I shaved.  I said that I did not need to shave as I 

did not have any hair to shave.   then smacked my face and said that 

I was to do what I was told.  I had never shaved in my life before and I wasn’t 

sure what I was doing.  We were made to stand to attention and if we did not 

do this, we would be slapped.  We were made to train like we were in the 

army and the same Officers used the same tactics as the army.   

 

9. The inspections of the cells continued each morning.  The Governor would 

inspect our cells on a Saturday morning and your cell had to be twice as 

clean.  During the day we would be taken to the gym to exercise and 

sometimes we would be put into the boxing ring for a minute and we were 

supervised by a member of staff.  I think that he was called .  We each 

had a PE uniform to wear.  

 
10. We were made to scrub and polish the floors each morning.  We used a big 

wooden box with bricks inside it and a blanket underneath it as a buffer for the 

floors.  The buffer was very heavy and I now have tennis elbow in both arms 

as a result of this manual labour.  We were made to buffer the floors as a form 

of punishment. 

 
11. Each day we had to sit at the table and chair in our cells as we were not 

allowed to sit or lie on the bed until bed time.  We were locked up all day 

during the summer.  We did not have the opportunity to exercise or associate 

with other inmates.  When it came to the winter, we were taken outside and 

made to exercise in the rain. 

 
 

12. The only reading material we were given was a bible which was in our room.  

Each evening we were locked in our cells from 8.00 PM.  I did not ask to get 

out of my cell to use the toilet after lock up for fear of being punished by a 

member of staff.   We used to use the newspaper in our room as a toilet and 

then throw the parcel out the window of our cell.  I remember one morning I 
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was looking out the window and the grounds man who was walking around 

told me that I needn’t point at him.  The next thing I knew,  came into 

my cell and started to slap me for putting what he called a ‘mystery parcel’ 

through the window. 

 

13. I had three or four visits during the year that I was in Millisle.  My eldest 

brother,  and my sister  came to visit me.  My brother never 

really showed his emotions.  My sister told me that she saw my brother cry for 

the first time the day they came to visit me and he told her that he would 

never return to visit me again.  My sister continued to come to see me.   When 

some  boys were admitted my sister was able to get a lift to Millisle with 

their families.  Visiting took place on a Saturday and we would all be gathered 

in the Common room.  If you had a visitor your name was called.  My mother 

visited me the Christmas before I was released. 

 
14.  When I was moved to the open Borstal, there were two separate wings.   

There was a green wing for country people and a blue one for Belfast people.  

The Officers made a distinction between the country boys and the Belfast 

boys.  There was a workshop for joinery and metal work.  I chose to do metal 

work.  We were allowed to wear jeans in the open borstal. 

 
 

15. I was in the canteen one day and word was going around that there were new 

jackets and jeans in the laundry.  At dinner time, I went down to try to get a 

jacket for myself.  There was a boy who worked in the laundry and he was 

standing at the door.  I entered the laundry and I heard him shout ‘Punchy he 

is stealing jackets, get him, get him’.  Punchy Skillen was the main guy in the 

laundry and he had a bad reputation.  He made us call him boss.  He would 

always punch you when you walked past him.  Punchy then came in and 

closed the door and told me that I was going to get my star burst.  Two boys 

held me over the press.  Punchy  then took my trousers down and  shoved the 

shaft of a brush up my backside.  After this I never went back near the 

laundry.  I have never spoken to anyone about incident. 
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34. A trainee could make an approach to the governor or an assistant governor or 

could ask to see a member of the Visiting Committee if they wished to make a 

complaint or a request. An interview with a member of the Committee was 

conducted out of sight and hearing of a member of staff. A trainee could also 

submit a petition to the Department on any matter although that petition was open 

to the scrutiny of the governor.  There was no formal system for recording 

complaints.  I am not aware of the Visiting Committee producing annual reports 

but I did attend their monthly meetings at which they raised issues with me.  I am 

aware that minutes were produced from these meetings (Exhibit 4)5. 

Discipline 

35. Trainees were subject to a formal disciplinary code.  There was an annual Report 

on the Administration of the Prison Service and the available reports show the 

kinds of offences that could be committed, and the nature of the punishments 

which might apply. 

The Report’s available show: 

 Offences 
 Violence 
 Escapes and attempted escapes 
 Insubordination   

Other breaches 
 
 Punishments 
 Cane  
 Loss of grade or privilege 
 Stoppage of earnings 
 Confinement to a room 

Extra work  
 

 

5 Exhibit 4 – Examples of Minutes from Visiting Committee monthly meetings (Dec 1979 -  Sept 1980). 
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Food and Clothing 

32. Meals in both sections were provided by the kitchen in the open section and 

comprised three main meals and supper. Trainees wore a uniform supplied by 

the prison that was cleaned in the laundry and maintained by a full-time 

seamstress.  These consisted of denims and clothing required for work. 

Complaints, Requests and Allegations 

33. Whilst a trainee could make a complaint, request or allegation at any time there 

was no formal system in place to deal with such matters. Complaints and 

requests were generally about issues such as work allocation, not getting 

promotion to the next grade or requests for an extra visit.  I do not now recall any 

allegations from trainees about abusive treatment from staff during my time as 

Governor in Millisle although I note that there is an entry in the Governors Journal 

from 8 November 1975 (Exhibit 3)4 when a complained that

had been assaulted on 7 November 1975.  The Governor’s Journal shows that I 

met with in relation to the alleged assault the day earlier. The entry 

in the journal at the time shows that had been examined by a 

Medical Officer on 7 November to assess his fitness for punishment and that 

there was no evidence of injuries at that time.  I then interviewed and 

could see no injuries myself; the Medical Officer also attended and confirmed this 

on 8 November. I note further that there is no formal paperwork to evidence if this 

matter was taken any further following my intervention.  See also the Millisle 

general statement at para 94. 

4 Exhibit 3 - 08 November 1975 - Millisle Governors Journal 
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Food and Clothing 

32. Meals in both sections were provided by the kitchen in the open section and 

comprised three main meals and supper. Trainees wore a uniform supplied by 

the prison that was cleaned in the laundry and maintained by a full-time 

seamstress.  These consisted of denims and clothing required for work. 

Complaints, Requests and Allegations 

33. Whilst a trainee could make a complaint, request or allegation at any time there 

was no formal system in place to deal with such matters. Complaints and 

requests were generally about issues such as work allocation, not getting 

promotion to the next grade or requests for an extra visit.  I do not now recall any 

allegations from trainees about abusive treatment from staff during my time as 

Governor in Millisle although I note that there is an entry in the Governors Journal 

from 8 November 1975 (Exhibit 3)4 when a omplained that 

had been assaulted on 7 November 1975.  The Governor’s Journal shows that I 

met with in relation to the alleged assault the day earlier. The entry 

in the journal at the time shows that had been examined by a 

Medical Officer on 7 November to assess his fitness for punishment and that 

there was no evidence of injuries at that time.  I then interviewed and 

could see no injuries myself; the Medical Officer also attended and confirmed this 

on 8 November. I note further that there is no formal paperwork to evidence if this 

matter was taken any further following my intervention.  See also the Millisle 

general statement at para 94. 

4 Exhibit 3 - 08 November 1975 - Millisle Governors Journal 
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1     that or I didn't do that".  I said, "This is a lie", and

2     the governor turned round and says to me, "Listen", he

3     says, "if officer", whoever his name was, "says that you

4     were riding up and down on a motorbike, I'll believe

5     him".  That's what he said.

6 Q.  I ask because we have heard or we have seen statements

7     from some witnesses to say that some of the governors

8     were sympathetic to them and tried to make sure they

9     weren't ill-treated --

10 A.  Uh-huh.

11 Q.  -- when they did make complaints.

12 A.  Uh-huh.

13 Q.  Can you remember who the governor was in your time?

14 A.  No, not now I can't, no.

15 Q.  Was it always the same governor that you appeared in

16     front of?

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  Sometimes presumably he might have been away and

19     a deputy would have been stood in.

20 A.  Not it was -- it was -- it was always the same governor,

21     and I wasn't there that long, you know.

22 Q.  Yes.

23 A.  So it was the same governor, yes.

24 Q.  Thank you.

25 MS DOHERTY:  Thanks very much, HIA212.  Can I just ask do
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were all scared to go to the laundry as we were all abused there by Punchy. I do not know his 

real name. He was around 50, short and stout, and had fair hair which was combed over. He 

had big lips. He would push me over the washing machines and rub himself behind me. I could 

feel his erect penis pushing against me. This was always fully dressed. He would kiss at my 

face and slabber over me. This happened many times while I was at Millisle. The abuse was 

common knowledge amongst the staff, though no action was taken. I did report it to a senior 

staff member once. I cannot remember his name, though I know he was known by a title - 

Deputy Governor, or Senior Officer, something like that. He had his own office, which was 

where I spoke to him. He was a very clean and tidy man, with a number of gold rings on his 

fingers. He had combed back black hair and a thin black moustache. When I told him about 

what Punchy did to us in the laundry, he just laughed at me. 

Over the years, I have not told anyone the details of what happened to me, though I did tell my 

brother I had been sexually abused. It was common knowledge that all of us in those institutions 

were abused. I wish for police to identify the offenders and ask that they be prosecuted if they 

are still alive. 
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1     do.

2 Q.  The impression you have given is that there were some

3     staff who were good and some who were pretty awful and

4     some in between.

5 A.  Yes.

6 Q.  The ones who were good, they were aware of what was

7     going on from their colleagues?

8 A.  It is hard to tell.  It would be difficult for me to

9     believe that they did not have a significant awareness,

10     because they shared the same space.  Do you know?  For

11     instance, when I was ordered to punch the guy in front

12     of me, they were not the only -- this guy was not the

13     only prison officer in the room.  There was maybe four

14     or five.

15 Q.  Do you think that they -- the ones who were sort of more

16     easy were relying upon the ones who were tougher to keep

17     order more?

18 A.  I think it would probably vary from individual to

19     individual.  There were some prison officers who were

20     very noticeably afraid of the job that they had and they

21     were afraid of the boys and they were afraid of the

22     other staff.  So they just put their heads down and got

23     the day in.  The vast majority were people in the

24     middle, fairly decent normal human beings doing their

25     job.  Do you know?  Then there was a few people who were
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1     and "No, sir" sort of thing at that time, you know.  So

2     we didn't really get to know the prison officers' names.

3 Q.  Yes, and the Department of Justice have said to the

4     Inquiry in their replying statement where they have

5     confirmed that they don't have any material -- that's at

6     096 to 097 -- that they can't work out -- they don't

7     have enough personnel files to work out who -- if there

8     were brothers on the staff, who you might be talking

9     about and they can't assist certainly at this point the

10     Inquiry any further in that regard, but I am right in

11     saying, HIA248, that it wasn't that they gratuitously

12     just walked around being violent.  It was the occasions

13     whenever they were unhappy about some rule that you had

14     not kept.

15 A.  Correct.

16 Q.  Is that the -- is that a fair way to describe it?

17 A.  I suppose so.  Like, I mean, if you didn't do something

18     right, obviously, you know, you are going to get taught

19     how to do it, like, or get a slap if you don't do it

20     right the first time, you know.  It depends on the

21     humour of the staff that day, you know, who was on.

22 Q.  I can't, because I don't have the records, help you with

23     at what point you moved over to the open borstal, but in

24     paragraph 12, if we scroll down to paragraph 12, please,

25     you talk about that move across into the open borstal,
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1 Q.  That can be found in the bundle at MIL21723 to 22336.

2     So it's some 600-odd pages of detail about your 38 years

3     --

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  -- working in the Northern Ireland Prison Service.

6     I also want to confirm for the record, MZ1, that you

7     have no criminal record of any kind.

8 A.  None whatsoever.

9 Q.  You were born on  --

10 A.  That's correct.

11 Q.  -- and are now aged 71 years old.

12 A.  Yes, sir.

13 Q.  I'm going to just summarise in very brief terms, MZ1,

14     some of the matters that are apparent from your

15     personnel file, because as part of your 38 years you

16     were an officer on duty on the day of the Maze escape in

17     1983.

18 A.  Yes, sir.  I was  that day.

19 Q.  You were  those who were escaping from the

20     prison.

21 A.  Yes, sir.

22 Q.  You explained to me -- and the Panel and certainly the

23     Chairman in particular will understand what was meant by

24     this -- but you explained to me that you had to move

25     under the SPED system approximately a dozen times during
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1 Q.  And no-one ever made an allegation about you to the

2     police about your work in the Prison Service at any

3     stage.

4 A.  None whatsoever.

5 Q.  And you have never been accused of assaulting anyone at

6     any time.

7 A.  No, I have not.

8 Q.  You were explaining to me, and I am just going to use

9     one example -- perhaps if you just explain it to the

10     Panel -- that life as a prison officer was not an easy

11     road, and you were able to explain to me one particular

12     incident where you could remember precisely the date and

13     the time.  Do you want to just explain to the Panel what

14     happened?

15 A.  It was Friday, , 7.45 in the evening.

16     I was leaving the  and there was

17     a demonstration outside the front of the prison and the

18     RUC at the time asked all staff to go down .

19     As I drove into  there was gun fire.

20     Somebody opened up with an assault rifle on my car.

21      shots were fired,  of which hit my car.

22 Q.  You were then explaining to me -- we will not name the

23     individual involved, nor did you earlier to me -- but

24     you the following day went back to work.

25 A.  I went into work the next morning and all the staff were
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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO  

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 248) 

 

I, Stephen Davis, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department 

of Justice. I am the Director of Operations (Northern Ireland Prison Service), a senior civil 

servant in the Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review 

of files undertaken by staff under my supervision. 

The Department of Justice will say as follows: 

1. The Department has submitted a separate statement relating to HIA 248’s allegations 

about his time in Rathgael Training School (see RGL-812 to RGL-829). 

2. We have conducted an extensive search of our records in relation to HIA 248’s time in 

Millisle Borstal.  However, we have been unable to locate a personal file for HIA 248. 

3. The Department notes HIA 248’s comments at paragraphs 10 -13 of his statement to the 

Inquiry.  HIA 248 was finally discharged from Rathgael and committed to Borstal on 5 

February 1979 (see RGL-43087 and RGL-43144).  To date we do not have any 

personnel files which would aid the identification of the two brothers and the ‘night 

watchman’ named in HIA 248’s statement to the Inquiry. 

4. The Department, to the best of its knowledge, has supplied all relevant information that it 

could find in its possession in relation to HIA 248. If additional relevant information is 

discovered by the Department, it will be drawn to the attention of the Inquiry immediately.   

5. The Department has not received a civil claim in respect of HIA 248.  

MIL-096OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL



KIN-108013OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE - PERSONAL

OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE - PERSONAL



Day 212 HIA Inquiry 21 June 2016

www.DTIGlobal.com

Page 45

1      says:

2          "From spring '75 until autumn of '77 I held the post

3      of Senior Medical Officer at Magilligan Prison.  I was

4      responsible for all medical services within the prison

5      during that time.   came under my control

6      as a Hospital Officer during December 1975.  Over

7      a period of some months my observations of this officer

8      led me to the conclusion that he possessed homosexual

9      tendencies.  I advised the prison governor,

10      Mr Cunningham, orally of my conclusions at the time.

11      Whilst I was on leave during the early part of 1977

12      Officer was posted to the borstal at Millisle on

13      a temporary basis in his capacity of Hospital Officer.

14      On my return from leave the posting came to my knowledge

15      and at this stage I drew the attention of Mr Cunningham,

16      The Prison Department and the Chief Medical Officer

17      (Prisons) of the unsuitability of Officer for

18      the position.  A short time later Officer 

19      posting to the borstal was made permanent and I again

20      advised all concerned, including the governor of the

21      Millisle Borstal, of the unsatisfactory situation."

22          Now if we could scroll down to the next page, there

23      is the statement of Dr McKeown, who was the Principal

24      Medical Officer in the DHSS, his responsibilities being

25      administrative work relating to prison medical services.
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1  permanently to this establishment.  That transfer, like

2  all others in the service, was organised by the prison

3  staffing branch at the Northern Ireland Office.  Shortly

4  after the time of the initial transfer Dr Denis Elliott

5  informally expressed to me his reservations about the

6  transfer, namely because of his suspicions that 

7  had homosexual tendencies.  It was emphasised by

8  Dr Elliott that he had no proof of any homosexual

9  practice -- behaviour practised by  and therefore

10  no action -- no action could not be taken."

11  I think that probably should be "could be taken".

12   The evidence then in respect of this was summarised

13  at 108003.  This is taken from the Caskey summaries.  He

14  talks about  there, giving his date of birth and

15  where he worked and sayings  homosexual

16  tendencies have been the subject of comment.  Let's just

17  scroll on down through this, please.  Essentially sets

18  out all of the people that the police spoke to whose

19  statements I have just read to you.  If you can scroll

20  on down, it says:

21  "When Richard Kerr was interviewed on 25th

22

23

24

25

 February 1980, he made references to a close 

 relationship with  who was hospital orderly  

during which time Richard Kerr was detained in borstal at  

Millisle.
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1   He did not make any specific allegations, however,

2  and police decided to pursue the relationship and

3  interviewed  on 10th April 1980.

4   The interview was conducted by Detective Constables

5   and ",

6   and it then says what  has said in his

7  statement.

8   If we can just scroll on down then, I just make the

9  point there that inquiries were made of hotel staff, who

10  failed to substantiate the fact that the night porter

11  had asked him to get  out of the room.

12   Then they go on to talk about the other people that

13  they spoke to in respect of what  said in the

14  second statement.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

  Subsequently, as has been indicated -- I should say 

 that no prosecution was directed in 1980 and there is

 a reference to that at 50852.  I don't know that we need  

to call it up, but subsequently when police spoke to  

Richard Kerr in 1982 -- we can look at that statement.  We  

have looked at it yesterday, but just look at it again  at 

50864.  He does say that he did -- he says:

22   "It is all true up to the point where I talk my

23  friendship with  the medical orderly at

24  Woburn House, Millisle.  He didn't do anything to me

25  whilst I was at Millisle, but after I left he committed
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Introduction 

The HIA Inquiry has raised with the Department an issue concerning a Hospital Of-

ficer, William Edmonds, who was employed in the Millisle Borstal in the late seven-

ties. Mr Edmonds admitted to police that he engaged in acts of sexual abuse of 

Richard Kerr who was a trainee in the Millisle Borstal between December 1977 and 

February 1979. The Department has been invited to address any systemic issues 

which arise from the papers. The Department is not aware of any complaint having 

been raised by Mr Kerr arising out of the time spent in the Borstal, or any association 

with Mr Edmonds. 

Background 

2. It appears to the Department that during the course of its investigation into Kin-

cora, the police spoke with Mr Kerr who referred to having a special relationship 

with a Hospital Officer, Mr William Edmonds. However, he did not mention any 

complaint of a sexual nature and nor did he raise any other allegations in rela-

tion to Millisle.  However, when the police interviewed Mr Edmonds he admitted 

to committing an act of gross indecency with Mr Kerr in the surgery at Millisle as 

well as two failed attempts to masturbate him between November 1977 and 

February 1979.  He also described two further incidents in hotels after Mr Kerr 

had left Millisle.   

3. The Department has developed a timeline from the records available at KIN-

108003 – 108022 (MIL-30228 – MIL-30247).  This is provided at Annex A. 

4. These records tell us that it was known to the police that a doctor in Magilligan 

Prison, where Edmonds had worked as a Hospital Officer before being posted 

to Millisle, had raised concerns that Edmonds displayed homosexual tenden-

cies. However, this doctor, Dr Elliott, made it clear that this was a suspicion and 

that he had no substantive evidence to confirm that Edmonds was a practicing 

homosexual.  Dr Elliott informed the Principal Medical Officer and the Governor 

at Magilligan Mr Cunningham (KIN-108014 (MIL-30239)).  After Edmonds had 

been posted to the Borstal Dr Elliott also informed Duncan McLaughlan, who 

was Governor at Millisle at the relevant time (KIN-108004 and KIN-108013 

(MIL-30229 and MIL-30238)). 
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1      was subsequently made permanent.

2          Dr Elliott raised the matter informally with

3      Mr McLaughlan after the initial posting.  In response

4      Mr McLaughlan took the same approach as  and

5      sought to clarify the basis for the concerns.  It is

6      recorded in Mr McLaughlan's police statement.

7          The approaches taken by both  and

8      Mr McLaughlan were consistent.  Both took active steps

9      to examine the suitability of  appointment to

10      Millisle, but when they sought to investigate the

11      matter, they were not presented with any information to

12      suggest that he was unsuitable."

13          Then if we could move down, please, to paragraph 39,

14      it says:

15          "The Department takes the view that even if it had

16      been established as a fact at the time that 

17      sexual orientation was homosexual, this should not of

18      itself have been grounds to prevent a person from taking

19      up a post at any penal institution, whether a mainstream

20      prison or a borstal.  The issue whether there was -- the

21      issue was whether there was any risk posed to trainees

22      and it is clear that no evidence came forward to

23      demonstrate that trainees were at risk."

24          Then if we can go to paragraph 42, where the

25      Department of Justice sets out the position, it says

KIN 250
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was applicable when Edmonds was in the Prison Service both refer to inap-

propriate relationships as a disciplinary matter.   

10. The Department believes that that the conduct which Edmonds has admitted 

engaging in would have amounted to a clear contravention of the NIPS Code 

of Conduct and Discipline, and had it been detected while he was in the em-

ployment of the Service, he would have been disciplined in accordance with 

the Code. 

 

Culture at the Millisle Borstal 

11. The Inquiry has already received evidence from Duncan McLaughlan during 

Module 10 (26 January 2016). He emphasised to the Inquiry that the safety 

and welfare of trainees at the Borstal were paramount during his time as Gov-

ernor of that institution. He explained to the Inquiry how he had made staff 

aware in a formal written notice that he would not tolerate any form of abuse 

towards trainees. He would investigate any allegation or suspicion of miscon-

duct and would take action against any officer who he believed had a case to 

answer. 

12. Mr McLaughlan was a very visible Governor. He engaged with the trainees di-

rectly and personally. The Inquiry has heard anecdotes about how he would be 

seen spending time with trainees during recreation time. It was his practice to 

walk around the Borstal each day and to make himself available to trainees 

and to any Officer who might wish to express any concern about the institution. 

13. In his evidence Mr McLaughlan explained the message which he communicat-

ed to staff:  

"There is a boundary within which is acceptable behaviour and as long as 

you stick inside that boundary, I will support you. If you choose to step out of 

the boundary, well, good luck, because I wouldn't be there with you". That is 

always made abundantly clear wherever I've been. That is what I believe in” 

(transcript for day 182, page 60). 
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1 Q.  -- about you going back to closed borstal.  You said you

2     had got your special privileges and were being released

3     in ten weeks.  You said he was furious and threatened to

4     make you a borstal failure before the ten weeks were

5     over, but he was unsuccessful and you were released.

6         You go on in paragraph 36 to talk about the fact

7     that what you have said in your statement, HIA400, is

8     a sample of the abuse you suffered and things that

9     shouldn't have happened to you.  You say life was

10     a daily struggle and you lived in fear, not knowing what

11     was going to happen to you from one day to the next.

12         We have dealt in the past with how your life turned

13     out after you left the institutions.  When we spoke last

14     time, you had said to me only about 5% of the total

15     abuse that you suffered in Rathgael came from staff, and

16     I wondered what the position was in contrast with

17     Millisle, and you were saying that it was more 50:50 in

18     Millisle.  There was bullying from boys there.

19 A.  There was a lot of bullying from boys.  When I say

20     earlier in the statement that I managed to get a handle

21     on it and stop people walking over me, I meant

22     physically.  The physical abuse stopped, but for me --

23     there was a lot of times that I was beaten and sometimes

24     beaten unconscious, but it paled into insignificance

25     compared to the death by a thousand cuts of constantly
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1     them were brilliant, and there was a few people who were

2     just -- they were just evil.  Do you know?  They got

3     their kicks from being bullies, from verbally and

4     physically abusing the boys, and setting up other boys

5     to abuse boys, and that was the daily struggle.

6 Q.  Well, HIA400, I know last time you spoke to us you

7     wanted to take some time to put something down in

8     writing and I know you have done that, but you haven't

9     actually brought it, because you still want to reflect

10     on what it is you want to say about the Inquiry

11     recommendations.  Isn't that correct?

12 A.  Yes.

13 Q.  Well, is there anything that you haven't covered or you

14     feel in our discussion today that we haven't said about

15     your time in Millisle that you would like the Inquiry

16     Panel to know?

17 A.  I'd like the -- I am sure you already have an awareness

18     because of the amount of people you're talking to about

19     this stuff, but I think it's important to recognise the

20     minutiae that contributes to that daily struggle, the

21     living constantly in fear at every turn, not knowing

22     what was going to happen next.  It was constant and it

23     was constant in most of the institutions that I was in,

24     and it by far outweighs the physical abuse.

25 Q.  HIA400, thank you for that.  I have nothing further that
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1     a principal officer -- a senior officer, a principal

2     officer, a chief officer, a deputy governor.  I was

3     asking you, you know, to what extent you would be able

4     to contribute about who might have known about that,

5     that he was behaving in that way.  You were saying to me

6     that it was fairly common knowledge in terms of

7     discussions --

8 A.  Yes.

9 Q.  -- at least in the closed borstal.

10 A.  That's correct, yes.

11 Q.  But you were saying to me obviously you couldn't really

12     comment on what the staff in the open borstal in terms

13     of how many of them knew what, but I was asking you

14     whether you felt the governor would have known, and you

15     immediately drew my attention to the first meeting you

16     had with the governor --

17

18

19

20

A.  Correct, yes.

Q.  -- who at the time was Governor McLaughlan.

A.  Yes.  Duncan McLaughlan, yes.

Q.  Can you just tell the Panel what you remember taking

21

22

    place in terms of your meeting with Governor McLaughlan?

A.  When we were first transferred from the Maze Prison down

23     to the closed borstal, the governor had us all in

24     a common room and he explained, "Coming from an adult

25     prison, you are coming to a borstal where there's
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1     trainees who are young people.  If any -- I catch any

2     person or hear of any person lifting their hand or

3     physically abusing any borstal boy, they will be sacked

4     on the spot".

5 Q.  I was asking you whether you read into that his belief

6     you must have all been behaving that way in the Maze and

7     you were saying to me that wasn't how you took it.  He

8     was saying, "Don't let me even hear about you lifting

9     your hand to someone".

10 A.  That's correct, yes.

11 Q.  He obviously was the governor of both closed and open.

12 A.  He was, yes.

13 Q.  That was the instruction that was given.

14 A.  Correct.

15 Q.  Did you ever witness anyone breaking that instruction in

16     the closed borstal where you worked?

17 A.  No, I never witnessed anybody doing it, no.

18 Q.  I was asking you in terms of -- the Inquiry has dealt

19     with, for instance, training schools, children with very

20     difficult behavioural problems, the need to restrain

21     them at times because of their behaviour.  Did you ever

22     have to restrain anyone in the closed borstal?

23 A.  No, no.

24 Q.  So that just was not part of life?

25 A.  No, it wasn't.



86. An Officer Skillen is referred to in the allegations against Officer - 

January 1963, page 34 (Exhibit 29), but he is not implicated in the allegations. 

 
87. The “Allegation against Officer  – 1966” (Exhibit 30) evidences the 

communication and investigation processes in place at the time; which 

included receipt of formal reports and recorded interviews with those involved 

and with witnesses. It also records the findings of the Governor that “while the 

evidence would certainly not seem to support s allegations the fact 

remains that the Visiting Committee were not able to disprove them and 

consequently no charge can be brought against him (Hollinger) in this 

instance” (page 6). This meant that although the allegations against the Officer 

were unsubstantiated the Governor was not taking any further action against 

the Trainee who made a complaint.  

 
88. In the “ - Possible Indecency Complaint” 

(Exhibit 31), 1961, one trainee made an allegation of indecency against 

another to the Visiting Committee, and suggested that this was the reason for 

his absconding. The Governor noted that the allegation had a “more than even 

chance of being valid” and, in agreement with the Visiting Committee, 

requested that the perpetrator should be moved to another establishment. He 

also recorded his “regret that this report has been made necessary, as I was 

confident that little, or no, indecency existed at this Establishment.”  

 
89. Copies of records containing these allegations were submitted to the Inquiry 

on 9 December 2015 in response to a Rule 9 request.  

 
90. The Department does not have any records of Civil Claims being lodged in 

relation to Millisle Borstal.  

 
Control and Restraint 
 

91. The Department is aware that the present Control and Restraint methods were 

introduced to the Prison Service circa 1986. To date we have not been able to 

identify or evidence any formal training prior to this. The Department’s 

statement to the Inquiry on the use of restraint in Hydebank YOC (HYD 1674 – 

2744) refers. Nevertheless, evidence has been found which shows that staff 
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I can remember that one of these boys was called   He always 

wanted to fight.  There was a prison officer called  who 

punched and slapped me.  He was a very big man and I knew not to report 

anything to him as if I did, I would end up having to serve the full three years 

of a sentence.  I think that  was in cohorts with  and they both 

wanted me to lose my special privileges.  It was brutal. 

 
 

21. I had to continue to make my bed each morning.  I was in the canteen one 

morning when an Officer came in and told me that I had not made my bed.  

He told me that I would be put on report.  The next morning the same thing 

happened. I would walk into my room and it was always the same two boys, 

 and , standing there.  They wanted to kill me and 

they would batter me and beat me up.  They were both bullies.  I knew that 

whoever was doing this to me was trying to get to me.  I lay in bed at night 

crying.  I then started to make sure that I was the last person to leave the 

dormitory so that my bed wouldn’t be destroyed.  Even then it was still 

wrecked.   I felt as though I couldn’t confide in anyone.   slept in the 

room facing me and at night time he would look over and tell me that he would 

beat me.  There was nothing I could do. I just lay there waiting on it 

happening. 

 

22. I was watching television in the common room and it came on the news that 

soldiers were blown up.   from  let out a roar and a 

prison officers’ came into the room and started to shout at us and he called us 

fenian bastards.  The abuse was worse after this incident because we were 

from .  I received word that I was going to be beaten up in the changing 

rooms.  The man that ran the Work shop used to let me stay there to avoid 

this.  He let me sit on a bench as he knew that my back was bad because I 

couldn’t stand during lessons.  He was a lovely man.  I tried to keep to myself 

and hide.  All I wanted to do was to go home and see my family. 

 
23. Everyone wanted to receive special privileges as once you received these, 

you only had twelve weeks until you were allowed to go home.  I can recall 
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1     boys?

2 A.  Only -- the only fighting -- you had the occasional

3     fight, but it was more young ones, younger ones coming

4     in being bullied --

5 Q.  Right.

6 A.  -- and sexually ...

7 Q.  Abused?

8 A.  ... abused, yes.

9 Q.  Okay.  Thanks very much, HIA212.

10 A.  Okay.

11 MR LANE:  Can I just follow that up?  What were the

12     arrangements at night?  Were you all in one big

13     dormitory or smaller rooms or what?

14 A.  Yes, yes.  You were -- you were -- you went to bed at

15     a certain time -- I think it was 8 o'clock -- and you

16     were locked in and that was you for the night.

17 Q.  Right, and were -- who was in charge at night?

18 A.  There was a night guard.

19 Q.  Uh-huh.

20 A.  You know, there was an officer that would have come

21     round maybe every hour or two hours and looked in and

22     shone the torch in and then he just went on.

23 Q.  And so when you said the staff might have known what was

24     going on at night, would there have been any other

25     officers around who would have spotted that sort of
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1     Sorry.  It was a razor.  He gave you a razor going in.

2     You would have shaved at the sinks and then into the

3     showers.

4 Q.  Was it a communal shower --

5 A.  Yes.

6 Q.  -- in the sense that there were two or three showers or

7     were there cubicles?

8 A.  There was about -- I think there was about ten together.

9 Q.  I see.

10 A.  So they would have.

11 Q.  So the prison officer remained outside --

12 A.  Yes.  He just stood over where the razor blades were so

13     that no-one touched the razor blades unless you gave him

14     one and got it replaced.

15 Q.  Were these disposable razors?

16 A.  No.  They used to give you the old 7 o'clock razors,

17     Gillette Sword and them razors, you know the

18     old-fashioned one --

19 Q.  I think I know what you mean, yes.

20 A.  -- with the wobbling brush you had.  That's what it was.

21 Q.  I see.  Did anybody come round to check the dormitories

22     at night?

23 A.  They did indeed.  They came round every couple of hours,

24     so they did, but they wouldn't have -- I think they used

25     to clock -- there used to be an old clock on the wall
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1 Q.  -- and getting ...?

2 A.  Yes.

3 Q.  When you talk about at night the fellas, you know,

4     squealing and crying --

5 A.  Yes.

6 Q.  -- we are told there was a kind of night guard that used

7     to come round and check on the dorm.

8 A.  Oh, you see, this corridor is that far from where the

9     officers would be, it's that far away, they wouldn't

10     even be able to hear anything, like.

11 Q.  But do you remember a guard coming round and checking in

12     the bedrooms?

13 A.  Yes.  Late at night they would come round and put --

14     shine their light -- shine their light through the door

15     just, you know, and see everybody was in bed and that

16     there, like.

17 Q.  Do you remember them ever intervening if they saw --

18 A.  No.

19 Q.  No?

20 A.  No.

21 Q.  Because, what, the fellas would --

22 A.  I never ever heard of them intervening.  I have heard

23     boys moaning and groaning, and I knew what was happening

24     to them, but I just said, "It is not happening to me"

25     and ...



when I received my special privileges; a screw was trying to break me so that 

I would lose them.  I eventually left Millisle in 1980.  I did not receive any 

preparation for leaving the borstal.  The morning I was due to leave, I was told 

to polish the floors as I was not out yet.  I can remember that my dad came 

and collected me and this showed me that he cared about me. 

 

Life After Care 

1. Everything had changed when I was released.  My family had changed and the 

troubles were going on.  I was brought to see my father in  when I got 

out of the borstal and he then returned home to live with us.  When I got out of 

the borstal, I had so much anger inside me.  I had become moulded into a 

hardened character.  I started to get into trouble.  I was put into prison after this.  

Being in prison did not mean anything to me.  I was not afraid of being inside.  All 

of this changed when my daughter was born.  I never got into any trouble again. 

 

2. My wife died of cancer in 2005.  She was the only one that I confided in.  She 

was the only person who knew about the incident that occurred in the laundry 

room.  I cannot tell my son about this incident.  I have had trauma counselling, 

however, this did not help me as I was unable to talk.  I have issues with my 

anger.  I have a very short fuse.  I have three children,   and 

.  I never worked and this was embarrassing for my children.  Children 

look up to their fathers.  I feel as though I left school and went straight into the 

Borstal. 

 
3. I find it difficult to mix with other people.  I never realised the extent to which 

being in Millisle Borstal shaped me as an adult.  I have been lying awake at night 

thinking about the past.  I now realise that I have always found it difficult to 

chastise my children due to the experience that I had when I was in the Borstal.  

My mother, father and wife are all deceased.  I feel like I have to reinvent myself.  

I did not get a good start in life and my experience as a young boy in Millisle was 

a brutal one. 
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1     speaking earlier, that you felt in Millisle Borstal that

2     you were treated like an animal.

3 A.  Yes, I was indeed.  That's why I actually asked, as

4     I said to you there,  to move me back to the

5     closed borstal, because you were treated as a man there.

6 Q.  HIA272, normally, as I explained to you earlier, at the

7     end of someone's evidence I ask them two questions about

8     recommendations.  We dealt with that on the last

9     occasion.

10 A.  Uh-huh.

11 Q.  So I am just going to ask you the second of the two

12     questions, and that's whether there's anything else

13     about your time in Millisle Borstal that I haven't

14     covered, or haven't got quite right, or haven't covered

15     in the depth that you would have wanted to explain.  Now

16     is your time.  If there's anything else you want to

17     explain to the Panel, if you take the chance to do that

18     now.

19 A.  I just feel that if I had been treated like a human

20     being, I would have stayed and finished off my time.

21     It's just I was treated like an animal from day one from

22     I complained.  I wasn't given a chance, and as you can

23     see there, I mean, my behaviour just previous to it in

24     Armagh was perfect.  I was down within eight weeks down

25     from the closed borstal to the open, because I was quite



relevant information is discovered by the Department, it will be drawn immediately to 

the attention of the Inquiry.    

4. The Department has not received a civil claim in respect of HIA 212.  

5. The Department has not received a disclosure of personal data (Form 81) from PSNI.   

6. The Department condemns without reservation any act of abuse which may have 

been perpetrated against any individual at Millisle Borstal.  Those who were placed in 

that facility had every right to expect that they would be cared for with dignity and 

respect, treated compassionately and protected from abuse.  Those who operated 

the Millisle Borstal facility on a day-to-day basis or who were responsible for its 

management, ought to have been fully aware of the high standards expected of them 

when caring for young people. They should have known that acts of physical, sexual 

or emotional abuse were unacceptable.  They ought to have known that allegations 

of abuse, where they were raised, should have been reported to the appropriate 

authorities.  If such abuse occurred, the Department would condemn the perpetrators 

of it as well as anyone who may have ignored the abuse or tolerated its occurrence. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

 

Date:  14 January 2016
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