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HIA REF: [198] 

     NAME:   

Response by HSCB 

DATE:  [6th January 2016] 

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

   ______________________________________________________ 

Witness Statement of the Health and Social Care Board        
_______________________________________________________ 

Marian Hall, Children’s Services Project Manager, assisted in the drafting of this 

statement. 

The Health and Social Care Board will say as follows: - 

1. , born  was initially admitted to St Joseph’s

Training School, Middletown on 5 May 1992 under a Place of Safety Order,

see Exhibit 1. She remained there until 5 June 1992 when she was

discharged home to the care of her parents; see exhibit 2. The Applicant was

subsequently admitted to Middletown under Place of Safety Orders on the

following dates; 17 June 1994, see Exhibit 3, and 15 July 1994, see Exhibit
4. A further Place of Safety Order was granted on 21 August 1994, see

exhibit 5 and two interim Orders of Detention were granted on 19 September

1994 and 21 October 1994, see Exhibit 6. The Applicant remained in

Middletown until 3 November 1994 when she was admitted to the Early

Treatment Unit in Craigavon Hospital, see Exhibit 6 above.

2. The Health and Social Care Board has previously submitted a statement

regarding the Applicant’s familial and social care history as well as her time in

Rathgael, see RGL 289.

3. As detailed at RGL 291 the Applicant was placed in Orana Children’s Home

on 25 October 1991 and was discharged home to the care of her parents on

12 March 1992. The Applicant’s parents then requested that she be removed

SJM-075OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA198

HIA198



into care and following consultation, it was decided to admit her to Middletown 

Training School for a period of assessment and to defuse the situation at 

home. The Applicant was then admitted to Middletown on 5 May 1992 under 

a Place of Safety Order, see exhibit 1 above. Exhibit 2 above notes that the 

Applicant’s behaviour within Middletown had improved, although she could 

be ‘extremely verbally abusive’ to staff and residents. Exhibit 2 further notes 

that the Applicant had made progress within Middletown as a result of which 

Social Services wished to discharge the Place of Safety Order so as to pursue 

a care plan in the community. The Applicant therefore returned home on 5 

June 1992. The Board notes that the Applicant makes no complaints 

regarding her initial placement in Middletown.  

4. The Applicant was then placed with foster parents in from 28 July 1992 

until18 August 1992. She was then discharged home where she remained 

until 24 May 1993 after which she was placed in Kinnahalla Children’s Home 

until December 1993, when she returned home once more, see RGL 294 –

295. The Applicant was thereafter admitted to Bocombra Children’s Home on 

15 March 1994 under a Place of Safety Order, see Exhibit 7.

5. In paragraph 21 of her statement, the Applicant says that she does not 

understand why she was sent to Middletown as she thought it was reserved 

for children who had committed criminal offences. As detailed in the 

Applicant’s statement at paragraphs 18 to 20, her placement in Bocombra 

was characterised by absconsions, self-harm and overdoses. Initially, 

management at Middletown felt a placement there would be inappropriate for 

the Applicant however it was agreed that, if the Applicant’s behaviour required 

it, she would be admitted for a ‘time-out’, see exhibit 8. The Applicant was 

then admitted to Middletown on 17 June 1994, see Exhibit 3 above, for an 

overnight stay following her swallowing correction fluid which, when mixed 

with her medication, caused the Applicant to go into a semi-conscious state, 

see Exhibit 9. Exhibit 9 further details that time was taken to explain to the 

Applicant that she was not being punished by admission to Middletown but 

rather, her admission was due to ‘risk taking behaviours’. Exhibit 10 notes 

that 
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the Applicant appeared to respond to her placement in Middletown and that 

discharge was to be viewed as ‘a new start’.  

6. The Applicant was once more admitted to Middletown on 15 July 1994 for 

twenty four hours, see exhibit 4 above, after absconding from Bocombra, 

attempting to stab police with a knife, returning and then absconding again 

with a second knife, see Exhibit 11. Exhibit 11 further notes that the 

Applicant had cuts on her arm when apprehended. She was then returned to 

Bocombra the following day. Following complaints by other young persons in 

Bocombra, Social Service staff met to discuss the Applicant’s placement and 

agreed that a ‘long-term’ one was required, see Exhibit 12. The report noted 

that, taking the Applicant’s wishes into account, Social Services would 

approach Orana Children’s Home in order to assess viability. It was also 

noted that if the placement at Orana was not possible, the only other option 

was Training School.

7. Following two consecutive overdoses on 12 and 13 August 1994, the 

Applicant was admitted to the Early Treatment Unit in Craigavon Area 

Hospital. Exhibit 13 records that she was not diagnosed with any psychiatric 

illnesses but rather her actions were due to behavioural difficulties. The 

Applicant was discharged on 19 August 1994 after which she again 

overdosed. It was concluded that given the Applicant’s intent to commit 

suicide, a placement in Bocombra was no longer possible. As a result, the 

Applicant was removed to Middletown Training School on a Place of Safety 

Order on 21 August 1994, see Exhibit 5 above. The report at Exhibit 13 

concludes by commending all Bocombra staff who gave the Applicant a great 

deal of help and support during her placement.

8. The Applicant was initially placed in the Assessment unit at Middletown, see 

Exhibit 14, after which her behaviour is noted to have stabilised. The report 

at Exhibit 14 notes that the Applicant had on-going contact with her parents 

and that she continued her sessions with Dr McCune and began work with 

Michael Barbour of the Adolescent Psychology & Research Unit. At the time 

of the report, Social Services were pursuing an independent living facility for 
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the Applicant whilst Dr McCune was recommending that she return home. 

The staff at Middletown were of the opinion that further assessment was 

needed before the best option could be ascertained.  

9. Exhibit 15 records that an Interim Order of Detention was granted on 19 

September 1994. Over the month of October 1994 the Applicant absconded 

four times and was admitted to Daisy Hill Hospital and Craigavon Area 

Hospital as a result of overdosing.    

 

 

. After her return to Middletown on 18 October 1994, the Applicant 

was held in secure accommodation. Exhibit 15 notes that staff at Middletown 

were concerned that the Applicant was being deprived of the company of 

other young persons but that Social Services were not willing to risk giving her 

freedom, owing to her ability to cause severe self-harm. It also records that 

Michael Barbour recommended that the Applicant be admitted to the secure 

unit in Rathgael Training School.

10.  An application for a further Interim Order of Detention was heard on 21 

October 1994, see Exhibit 16 containing the court report and Exhibit 17 

containing the court order. The court report notes that whilst professionals 

acknowledged the Applicant’s history of abuse and family relationships as 

inherent factors in her pattern of self-harm, there was agreement amongst all 

parties that the Applicant would continue along a path of self-destruction until 

she accidentally killed herself, unless she was placed in a secure unit. The 

report also details the wish of Social Services to work towards placing the 

Applicant in a Community Home.

11.  The Applicant was admitted to the Early Treatment Unit of Craigavon Area 

Hospital on 3 November 1994 in order to trial new medications aimed at 

stabilising the Applicant’s hyperactivity and impulsivity, see Exhibit 18. The 

Applicant had been due to return to Middletown on 1 December 1994 but on 

the evening before return, absconded and overdosed and was admitted to the 

secure unit at St Luke’s Hospital on 1 December 1994 as it was the only 
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possible placement for her, see exhibit 19. An admission panel for the secure 

unit at Rathgael, Shamrock House, had been held on 25 November 1994 and 

the Applicant was transferred to the unit on 22 December 1994 under a 

Place of Safety Order, see Exhibit 20. A further interim Order was granted 

on 20 January 1995, see Exhibit 21. Exhibit 21 details that the Applicant 

had settled well into Shamrock House and that it was agreed by all 

professionals involved with the Applicant that she would benefit from a long 

term placement in the unit.  

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed: 

Dated:  6th January 2016 
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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

 

 
FURTHER SUPPLEMENTARY RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO  

WITNESS STATEMENT OF  (HIA 198) 
 

 

I, Karen Pearson, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department 

of Justice. I am the Deputy Director for Criminal Justice Policy, a senior civil servant in the 

Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review of files 

undertaken by staff under my supervision. 

The Department of Justice will say as follows: 

1. The Department has submitted separate statements about HIA 198’s time in 

Rathgael Training School (see RGL-780 to RGL-790 and RGL-4209 to RGL-4217). 

2. The Department notes HIA 198’s comments at paragraphs 14 and 22-24 of her 

statement to the Inquiry.  HIA 198 was initially admitted to St Joseph’s Training 

School for a five-week assessment on 5 May 1992 (see RGL-40745). Records show 

that she was formally admitted to the Assessment Unit at St. Joseph’s on 21st August 

1994 on a Place of Safety Order (RGL-40745). A Report for Admission dated 5th 

September 1994 stated that it was hoped that HIA 198 would remain for the 

maximum period of 15 weeks (RGL-40744). An Interim Order of Detention was 

granted on 19th September 1994 and a second Interim Order on 21st October 

1994.(RGL-40760). 

3. In relation to HIA 198’s admittance to St Joseph’s in August 1994, further background 

information can be found in a report dated 19 September 1994 (see RGL-40745 and 

RGL-40746). This report shows that HIA 198 was having on-going contact with her 

parents and consultations with Dr McCune of Craigavon Child & Family Unit.  
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4. Further review reports dated 18 October 1994 and 20 October 1994 can be found 

respectively at RGL-40747 to RGL-40748 and RGL-40753 to RGL-40754. These 

show that she twice overdosed on tablets during absconding episodes on 2nd 

October 1994 and 16th October 1994. She also absconded on 23rd August 1994, 24th 

September 1994 and 17th October 1994. Concerns over her mental health and 

possible overdosing led to discussions over testing for drugs and searches for drugs 

(RGL-40748). She had a previous history of absconding (30 occasions) and 

overdoes (13 occasions) during her previous placement in Bocombra Children’s 

Home (RGL-40750). 

5.  Social Worker, noted on 18th October 1994 that “  continues 

to “play games” and never really tells the correct version of an incident”. (RGL-

40747). 

6. HIA 198 was placed in the secure unit on 17th October 1994 to allow her behaviour to 

settle down and to afford her maximum protection from harming herself (i.e the 

tablets and absconding) (RGL-40751). She did not react well to this – her behaviour 

on 18th October 1994 was erratic and aggressive. She asked for a drink of water 

which was given in a hard plastic beaker. She broke this beaker and threatened staff 

with same and attempted to cut her wrists. It was noted that unless she was placed in 

a secure unit, she would “continue on the path of self-destruction until she 

“accidentally” kills herself”. (RGL-40751) 

7. It was noted on 20th October 1994 that HIA 198 was unhappy about being kept in 

secure accommodation but it was felt by Social Services and St. Joseph’s staff that 

“there was far too much risk in allowing her to run freely, and that a big effort should 

be made to hold onto her”. (RGL-40753) While in the secure unit, she had banged 

her head off the wall, door and radiator. She had bruised her elbow and her knee. On 

2 separate occasions, she had torn the bedlinen and thrown it all (including duvet 
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and pillow) out of the small windows. The medical officer attended and talked with 

her and the staff. (RGL-40754) 

8. It was noted that the secure unit at St Joseph’s was never meant to be used for a 

long period, it was normally used for 24-48 hours, maximum 72 hours, and was rarely 

used, but it was obviously felt that these were exceptional circumstances. (RGL-

40754). It was noted by the Principal Social Worker that “It is regrettable that a young 

person should have to be contained in such circumstances, but we agreed that, at 

this particular point, containment and her preservation must be the paramount 

considerations.” (RGL-40755) 

9. HIA 198 was admitted to the Early Treatment Unit at Craigavon Hospital on 3rd 

November 1994 by a Child Psychiatrist (RGL-40760). On her discharge on 1st 

December, she refused to return to St Joseph’s and was admitted to the Secure Unit 

of St. Luke’s Hospital where she remained until 22nd December 1994 when she was 

admitted to Shamrock House, Rathgael (RGL-40763). 

10. Records show a  DOB  commenced 

working at St Joseph’s on 1 September 1994 (see Exhibit 1).   

DOB , was appointed to the staff of St Joseph’s Training School in 1968 

and was appointed Director in 1977.  She was awarded an OBE in 1993 for her long 

service to the Management Board of St Joseph’s and her work in the community. 

She was transferred to Care on 31 March 1999 (see Exhibit 2).  To date, we have no 

record of the incidents referred to in HIA 198’s statement to the Inquiry. 

11. The Department, to the best of its knowledge, has supplied all the relevant 

information that it could find in its possession in relation to HIA 198. If additional 

relevant information is discovered by the Department, it will be drawn immediately to 

the attention of the Inquiry. 
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12. The Department has not received a civil claim in respect of HIA 198.  

13. The Department has not received a request for disclosure of personal data (Form 81) 

from the PSNI.     

14. The Department condemns without reservation any act of abuse which may have 

been perpetrated against any individual at St Joseph’s Training School.  Those who 

were placed in that facility had every right to expect that they would be cared for with 

dignity and respect, treated compassionately and protected from abuse.  Those who 

operated the St Joseph’s Training School facility on a day-to-day basis or who were 

responsible for its management, ought to have been fully aware of the high standards 

expected of them when caring for young people.  They should have known that acts 

of physical, sexual or emotional abuse were unacceptable.  They ought to have 

known that allegations of abuse, where they were raised, should have been reported 

to the appropriate authorities. The Department condemns the perpetrators of any 

such abuse as well as those who may have ignored the abuse or tolerated its 

occurrence. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

 

 

Date:  14 December 2015 
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into care and following consultation, it was decided to admit her to Middletown 

Training School for a period of assessment and to defuse the situation at 

home. The Applicant was then admitted to Middletown on 5 May 1992 under 

a Place of Safety Order, see exhibit 1 above. Exhibit 2 above notes that the 

Applicant’s behaviour within Middletown had improved, although she could 

be ‘extremely verbally abusive’ to staff and residents. Exhibit 2 further notes 

that the Applicant had made progress within Middletown as a result of which 

Social Services wished to discharge the Place of Safety Order so as to pursue 

a care plan in the community. The Applicant therefore returned home on 5 

June 1992. The Board notes that the Applicant makes no complaints 

regarding her initial placement in Middletown.  

4. The Applicant was then placed with foster parents in Kilkeel from 28 July 1992 

until18 August 1992. She was then discharged home where she remained 

until 24 May 1993 after which she was placed in Kinnahalla Children’s Home 

until December 1993, when she returned home once more, see RGL 294 –

295. The Applicant was thereafter admitted to Bocombra Children’s Home on 

15 March 1994 under a Place of Safety Order, see Exhibit 7.

5. In paragraph 21 of her statement, the Applicant says that she does not 

understand why she was sent to Middletown as she thought it was reserved 

for children who had committed criminal offences. As detailed in the 

Applicant’s statement at paragraphs 18 to 20, her placement in Bocombra 

was characterised by absconsions, self-harm and overdoses. Initially, 

management at Middletown felt a placement there would be inappropriate for 

the Applicant however it was agreed that, if the Applicant’s behaviour required 

it, she would be admitted for a ‘time-out’, see exhibit 8. The Applicant was 

then admitted to Middletown on 17 June 1994, see Exhibit 3 above, for an 

overnight stay following her swallowing correction fluid which, when mixed 

with her medication, caused the Applicant to go into a semi-conscious state, 

see Exhibit 9. Exhibit 9 further details that time was taken to explain to the 

Applicant that she was not being punished by admission to Middletown but 

rather, her admission was due to ‘risk taking behaviours’. Exhibit 10 notes 

that 
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the Applicant appeared to respond to her placement in Middletown and that 

discharge was to be viewed as ‘a new start’.  

6. The Applicant was once more admitted to Middletown on 15 July 1994 for 

twenty four hours, see exhibit 4 above, after absconding from Bocombra, 

attempting to stab police with a knife, returning and then absconding again 

with a second knife, see Exhibit 11. Exhibit 11 further notes that the 

Applicant had cuts on her arm when apprehended. She was then returned to 

Bocombra the following day. Following complaints by other young persons in 

Bocombra, Social Service staff met to discuss the Applicant’s placement and 

agreed that a ‘long-term’ one was required, see Exhibit 12. The report noted 

that, taking the Applicant’s wishes into account, Social Services would 

approach Orana Children’s Home in order to assess viability. It was also 

noted that if the placement at Orana was not possible, the only other option 

was Training School.

7. Following two consecutive overdoses on 12 and 13 August 1994, the 

Applicant was admitted to the Early Treatment Unit in Craigavon Area 

Hospital. Exhibit 13 records that she was not diagnosed with any psychiatric 

illnesses but rather her actions were due to behavioural difficulties. The 

Applicant was discharged on 19 August 1994 after which she again 

overdosed. It was concluded that given the Applicant’s intent to commit 

suicide, a placement in Bocombra was no longer possible. As a result, the 

Applicant was removed to Middletown Training School on a Place of Safety 

Order on 21 August 1994, see Exhibit 5 above. The report at Exhibit 13 

concludes by commending all Bocombra staff who gave the Applicant a great 

deal of help and support during her placement.

8. The Applicant was initially placed in the Assessment unit at Middletown, see 

Exhibit 14, after which her behaviour is noted to have stabilised. The report 

at Exhibit 14 notes that the Applicant had on-going contact with her parents 

and that she continued her sessions with  and began work with 

 of the Adolescent Psychology & Research Unit. At the time 

of the report, Social Services were pursuing an independent living facility for 
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