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HIA REF: 404

Witness Name: [l glVAR-{0 2!

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 404

| Il C . will say as follows:-

Personal details

1. |'was bom on the_ in Belfast.

2. My mother was called-. She was aggressive and was physically abusive
towards me. My mother and her sister |l spent some time under the
Good Shepherd nuns in Belfast when they were young and my mother was very
badly abused herself, both physically and emotionally. | believe her Good
Shepherd experience had an effect as to how she treated me as a child. | knew
who my father was but | never had any contact with him. My Mother had another
relationship when | was 9 years old and | have one half-brother. When | was
born | lived with my mother and my aunt||j . 2and her husband
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and [l had two children of their own.

3. My mother worked at the- Hospital. She worked in silver service
catering and worked long hours. When my mother worked my aunt ||| ]I
looked after me. She was very motherly and comforting. The house we lived in
was in a bad state and we took sick. Uncle|Jllll developed tuberculosis and
had a lung removed. There were slugs in the kitchen sink, rats running round
and pigeons in the house. Uncle] Il kept pigeons and sometimes we would
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have eaten the pigeons for meat. Times were hard. We had little food, unsliced
bread, and maybe soup and potatoes.

4. | was approximately 9 months old when | took sick with the measles and was
admitted to Purdysbum Fever Hospital. | was there for about three weeks and
got very sick. | developed Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Meningitis and the
Whooping Cough. | was transferred to the Royal Hospital in Belfast and then
moved to Lissue House in Lisburn. | applied for my medical records for further
information. My records state | came out of a tuberculosis house and that my
mum died. This is incorrect. My aunt |l died of tuberculosis after | was
admitted to Lissue. Unfortunately there is a gap in my medical records and |
cannot confirm the date | moved into Lissue House. | think it was just before
Christmas 1951 or 1952. | know | also spent a period time in Crawfordsburn
Sanatorium where they treated infants with tuberculosis.

Lissue House (dates unknown)

5. | was very young but | remember incidents where | was physically abused. |
cannot confirm if the abuse happened at Lissue House, the Royal Hospital or
Crawfordsburn. | do recall the incidents took place beside a door with a
painted glass window and the windows were open and it was cold like a
dungeon. | remember always feeling cold and afraid in Lissue which makes me
think it was Lissue House. | was in a little ward off to the right and | recall a
white metal cot with a dark red rubber mattress. The mattress had no bed
clothes and | remember being naked and cold.

6. On one occasion | was standing up holding on to the bars of the cot when a
nurse came in and beat me. She shook me very hard. She threw me down on
the mattress. | was so scared | wet myself. | had no nappy on and remember
standing in a pool of urine. | couldn't understand what was happening. | was
crying and the same nurse came in, lifted me, shook me and threw me down
again. A second nurse came in and put me over her shoulder and soothed me.
The nurse that shook me cleaned my mattress and put me down again with a
slap. She was short and fat with mousy brown hair and a cross face. | can
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remember the second nurse scolded the first nurse and told her she would get

into trouble or words to that effect.

7. | also recall an incident with a male nurse in a white shirt. He came in and
exposed himself through the cot railings. | know now that he had an erection. |
don’t believe he had physical contact with me in a sexual way. This is the only
incident | can recall of a sexual nature. Other stuff could have taken place but |
have no memory of it. | do recall many incidents of getting slapped and hit with
a spoon. | remember the nurses feeding me and hitting me on the chin and
forehead with a spoon. | know | was very young but these memories have

stuck with me.

8. There were food rations in the early 1950s. My mother told me she bought up
four eggs every week to Lissue House with my name wrote on the eggs.
However | never saw one egg. | don't recall getting fed much. | have not eaten
properly my whole life. | never recall being happy in Lissue even when rny
murn came to visit.

Life after care

9. Once | left Lissue House | came back to live with my mother and Uncle
I vy mother stayed at ||}}]JNEEE to ook after her sister's
children. However it was deemed inappropriate for my mother to remain living
with her sister's husband. My mother's aunt, | ] offered to take
my mother and me in and we moved to ||| NG ' was reared up
there and on that street there were big families with lots of older children. As |
was on my own | got bullied and | had to fight to get my way through and | use
to run away a lot.

10.1 attended the Chest Clinic for several years between 1952 and 1957. They
found tissue scars on my lungs and were concerned about tuberculosis. In
1957 my medical records state | was 8 years old and weighed just over three
stone. | have had chest problems most of my life.

HIA 404 3



LIS-067

11.1 was educated in the Christian Brothers. | received many terrible beatings in
the school. Many incidents took place where the Brothers punched me the
head, shoulder and back and occasionally kicked me. | remember one day
B - ought me up to the front of the class and lifted me by my
ears and pinned me against the blackboard.

12.My mother had a relationship with a married man when | was 9 years old. |
was very jealous. | felt he took the only person | had from me for that brief
period of time. | was only 9 years old but | remember | wanted to kill him. | was
very angry when | was young. | remember when | was 8 years old saying to
my mother that | wished | was dead and would be better off dead. | think it
stems from the hospital and school treatment and from being bullied.

13.In the early 1970s | was interned in prison for several months. Whilst in prison |
suffered degrading treatment and went on hunger strike. It was not for political
reasons. The living conditions were inhumane and | did not receive adequate
medical attention for my chest. After the hunger strike my eating habits
deteriorated. | eat food very late at night and in private. | do not eat in
restaurants and | do not like anyone seeing me eat. My family have never seen
me eat properly. After my time in prison | found it difficult to gain employment. |
was self employed for a number of years as a | and ! used the

proceeds to open aljjij shop.

14.1 married my wife when | was 19 years old. We met when we were 9 years old.
She was a protestant and | was a catholic. We moved home several times until
the troubles died down. We had four daughters. Despite all the years of
psychical abuse | have suffered | am thankful | never hit any of my children. |
now have fourteen grandchildren and sixteen great grandchildren. My wife
died of lung cancer in 2010 and | now live on my own now. | don’t go out
much. My happiest years were my married years.

15.1 never received counselling until | came to the Inquiry. | did feel low for a
couple of years in my forties and started taking depression tablets. | did have a
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few suicide attempts in my life. My last attempt was eighteen years ago after
the death of my mother-in-law.

16.1 came to the Inquiry to get some sort of closure. Throughout my life it has
caused me stress. | do not feel my experiences are as bad as others have
suffered however | want to expose the treatment that happened to children in
these institutions. My own mother suffered serious physical and emotional
abuse from the Good Shepherd nuns and never got a chance to tell her story. |
only told my mother about my experience in Lissue two years before she died
in 2007. It upset her greatly as she believed | received the best treatment in

Lissue.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

o HIA 404
ST EN

Dated
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The Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children

FALLS ROAD, BELFASY

Dr._Getty, ... ... _ vt i e S ARENS £ 151

v 19k Crumlin Road.
Ref. No.Frazer 56 .
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Clinical report and exeminations : ( Propress Renort)

Admitted from Extern because of loss
of colour and apretite since measles
IRSars =rerisng i, 'here ig »
contact at home, who, I understand heas
died since gl was admitted to Homyital,

X-rey chest suggested that he ha& hsad
consolidation end effusion right base
though there wes no gross basal change
now - resolving consolidation right
upper lobe. Mantoux positive to 1#1000.

Treated with @ course of Distaqueine
penicillin for B days when the eigns in
2 chest cleared, clinically.

X-ray chest on 29th July showed a hilar
adenitis with chronic inflemmatory changss
in right base, not really characteristic
of acid fast.

Tl . - - 3 o, him &n Tﬂfp.-nc Fﬂ\n'ﬁ o~ Rarp

for a few weeks' convalescence.
' ’

"r’/" /"\_-\. - "r:] ¢ (’L/‘" .,
for M. J. L.Frazer, 'M.R.C.P.,, F...C.S.
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Telephune : Belinst 22441

THE ROYAL BELFAST HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN
1E0 FALLS ROAD, BELFAST

v v Frazer 56 (}rogress neport)

6Ll Septamber 1951

vaer Dr. etty,
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e is still =2t complste rest in
bed and his generel condition is
reasonably satisfaciory.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. "rgtt:.',
194 Crumlin <oad,
BeLFAST.
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Telephone s Belfazr 22441

THE ROYAL BELFAST HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN
180 FALLS ROAD, BELFAST

ric no Frazer 56 (Progress heport)
8th November 1951

Dr. Getty,
194 Crumlin Roed,

BolLfaol.

Dear Dr. Getty,

-~ I

HIA 404 is not settling as well as
ve would like. At times his temperature
reaches 101 but is usually arcund 99-100.
He has now a lerge area of consolidation
at the left epex and hilar glands still
anlarged.

I am afraid he will have to continue
at rest for some considerable time yet.

Yours sincerely,

‘ 7 .
,/(J/t"/D Lchan®

for li. J. L. Frazer, b.R.C.*.
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R N.LT.A
Case No. s nmzicipsimo

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT PRO ORT.
Nome of patient . .. HIA 404 o e SN e Oecupotion _Infent 00
roore: [~ 70250 e p (oo

On Admission Present Condition

A, 1 ! Hnproved—Werse ;
Gtnera) Condition .. o fi%;/ /W‘L Neeteriat miprovemenan it

Symptoms . . Z‘ﬁ iy 4.43‘/“.'16,,/@/
Sputum . o m/(,d/h({(//m AftlG T
Tubercle Bacilli presant ’%/I/;w/m %0 Ww
Temperoture Ronge .. | 270 ﬁﬁ.!’/ 77 2 77 & e
Pulse Rate . | /06 - 1. 70/, 0.

Weight " o /,f//’f./é‘;. Aot /% -

Sedimentation Rate (State method). .
mentatt HE.

Other Investigations .. 0G
Complications ac oc //%7/;754,7% c
Classitication A . 4’

Capacity (or work or exercise

%M‘%Ay'

Physical Signs:

Percussion impaired f

Percussion dyll . 1}

Prolonged expiration A

Broachia! breathing A

Rhonchs sS

Rales 11000

Ry pectoriloquy e Preseat Condition

Feiction T~

Qther Organs affected :

X=Ray Reports: v 7-5. /f;” MWLW Q”MW ;;WM 4/-,%41: :
e kot adilielinr. Hilz.

o Ebfutin wfi, Bnitied

Locit Sabby fomn of Lifiln o foc .

l,n{' >4 f/. 'ﬂ" g 7 oG
B MMMW%@A,M Leadipr

n
Ry
0

Spacial Treatment; %° 2 -J .". A //"‘/’h ;_/,

Remarks and Recommendations:
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Northern Ireland Tuberculosis Authority.

Camay s im ventral Laost Llinic,

Clinic Address..

araum wtrecuy,

o

Y iy e 4
-:LJL 1, Y (
oacerraeisny beatrinen

Dear Dro..ovo Gettl[,“

) HIA 404

R T . Sen o iaaagion
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| examined the above-named patlent on 1oafiedil, and found as follows :—

Hiscory and Clinieal Examination :

!

O

{ plai

ntg

<2

Il |7
thysical examination o) chest:

i

=y

0 advent’ [lous sounds heard.

Sputum : Tuberculln Test ; B.S.R. :

X-Ray :

Y

Jaon s Pipld: cleur,.

2 - » 129y ¢ 4s
HIA 0N 1S 2 Pranio
L3

tubsrculoung

cormlex (guicscent).
=g L% §.OTiaNht,

LCesXaliindtlon

Treatment Recommended :

Dr.J.H .Getty,
194, Crumlin Roed,

BELFAST. Yours [aithfully, M

Chest Physician.





