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Q24. Any other relevant information you wish to make the HIA Inquiry aware of 
in respect of Lissue.    

 

144. During their training, doctors seeking to specialise in Child Psychiatry and 

working towards a Consultant’s post would almost certainly have spent periods of 

time in the Child Psychiatry Unit at Lissue Hospital during its years of operation.  

It has come to the Boards attention that Dr Roderick Morrison Fraser (“Dr Morris 

Fraser”) was a Senior Registrar in the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children 

and is described as having been employed by the Northern Ireland Hospital 

Authority as a child psychiatrist from 1 August 1970.  Drs Nelson and McAuley 

recall that as part of his work Dr Fraser would have spent periods at Lissue.  The 

Inquiry may wish to note: 

a. In August 1971 Dr Fraser took a 13 year old boy, that he was involved with 

through the Scouts, to London.  The boy subsequently complained that Dr 

Fraser indecently assaulted him during this stay; 
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b. On 17 May 1972 Dr Fraser pleaded guilty to a charge of indecent assault at 

Bow Street Magistrates’ Court in London; 

c. This was referred to the General Medical Council where Dr Fraser was found 

guilty of serious professional misconduct.  In determining what sanction to 

employ the GMC considered the circumstances during sittings on 16-21 July 

1973, 11-13 March 1974, 15-18 July 1974 and 14-16 July 1975.  It appears 

that the matter was subsequently concluded without sanction.    

d. During this period it is believed that Dr Morris continued to work in Belfast.  

Recollections from staff at the time suggest that the Northern Ireland Hospital 

Authority was not aware of the allegation or conviction in 1972; 

e. In or around May 1973 Dr Fraser was charged as one of eight people 

connected to the abuse of boys on an international scale.  This was reported 

in the local press and came to the attention of the Northern Ireland Hospital 

Authority on the same day that Dr Fraser was due to interview for a post as 

Consultant in Child Psychiatry.  The interview was cancelled.  Dr Fraser did 

not work within Child Psychiatry in Northern Ireland or at Lissue hospital 

following this. 
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Q16. Is the Board aware of any contemporaneous complaints made of abuse in 
Lissue? 

 

82. The Board is aware that in March 1983,  alleged buggery by another 

patient in the Child Psychiatry Unit.  The following chronology summarises the 

steps taken: 

a.  was an inpatient in Lissue from 19 August 1982 to 24 September 1982; 

b.  was subsequently placed in Marmion Children’s Home.  In February 

1983 consideration was being given to a further admission to Lissue, which 

upset .  Over the course of discussion with his Social Worker,  

, on 25 and 28 February 1983, he disclosed sexual abuse by a peer 

(whose name he did not know) within the unit during his previous admission; 

c. This matter was immediately reported to police.  The Social Worker 

accompanied  to the police station on 1 March 1983.  On that date he 
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was medically examined.  It is recorded that: “the doctor stated that in his 

opinion (despite the time elapsed since alleged incident) that sexual 

interference may have taken place”.  The Social Worker returned to the police 

station with  on 2 March 1983 when a statement of complaint was taken.  

The Assistant Director of Social Services, EHSSB, Mr Bunting, was also 

advised of the complaint by telephone on 2 March 1983;  

d. The allegation was also reported to the Child Administrative Nursing Officer 

(“CANO”) at EHSSB.  On 3 March 1983 the CANO made contact with the 

District Administrative Nursing Officer (“DANO”).  The DANO undertook an 

investigation and provided a written report dated 16 March 1983.  The 

conclusion was, in summary, that policies were sound and there was 

adequate provision for the nursing care of all children brought into the Unit; 

that an element of risk did exist within the philosophy which had to be 

accepted; that the recent tendency to admit children over 14 years was 

stretching the Unit beyond that with which it could cope; and that in 

completing the investigations, DANO had sought to ensure that nursing staff 

fully understood their role and responsibilities. The investigation concluded 

that staff were fully aware of all procedures and there was no indication of any 

staff negligence. It was held that, given the risk element and the large number 

of children over 14 years, it was difficult for staff to manage and supervise 

them and manage their care because of the manty difficult needs of the 

various groups.   

e. This report was provided to the CANO.  Following discussion with Consultant 

Medical Staff, it was agreed to institute a change in admission policy so as to 

ensure that children over 13 would not be admitted from 29 March 1983.  

Additionally, measures were taken to restate all policies and procedures and 

discussion sessions were held with staff to reinforce their awareness of their 

roles and responsibilities.  

f. By 8 March 1983 the fact of the police investigation had been reported in the 

press (Irish News).   

g. On 21 July 1983 the Child Administrative Officer advised the Department in 

writing of the untoward incident.  This followed correspondence from the 

Department commencing 26 March 1983 in light of the press report.  The 

Department sought information as to which the incident had not been dealt 
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with in accordance with the relevant circular (HSS 4 (OS) 1/73, dated 30 

October 1973).  The EHSSB advised in July 1983 that some confusion had 

arisen form the fact this was an allegation being investigated, but accepted 

that the Department should have been notified and an apology was given for 

the oversight. 

h. Matters continued to be followed up into 1985 to secure written confirmation 

as to the outcome of the police investigation, which culminated in a decision 

of no prosecution.  Mr Bunting also sought details of the alleged perpetrator, 

as he considered this important in regard to possible risk to other boys.  Upon 

receipt of this information he circulated same to the South Belfast Unit of 

Management, being the area in which the alleged perpetrator was said to 

reside. 
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