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Master Tape No   98-12-23493  -1- 

 
 My name’s  and I’m a Detective Sergeant with 

the Public Protection Unit based at Antrim Police Station.  

Today is Tuesday the 11th of March 2014 and from my 

watch it is approximately ten past eleven in the morning.  

We’re here at Garnerville CARE Suite today and I will be 

acting a second interviewer for the interview with 

 

 Okay  so you are just here. 

 It’s a smaller room than before.   

 Is that right yeah.  So as you saw there ,  

came in and introduced herself, so we need to do the, the 

same thing, okay. 

 Right. 

 So I’ll go first, my name’s  and I’m currently, 

I’m a Temporary Detective Inspector at the Public 

Protection Unit in Antrim, okay and can you as well just 

give your name  and your date of birth and address 

please. 

 , the  ,  

. 

 Okay before we get started  obviously I know that 

you’ve, you’re aware of the equipment being used and 

you’ve been in next door and you’ve seen where  

sitting.  So just to remind you that we are being video 
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Master Tape No   98-12-23493  -7- 

on a, and you’d be left to sit on a chair for a matter of time, 

I think maybe at that age five minutes probably felt like five 

hours, I don’t know, but I do remember spending quite a 

majority of my time in the first dormitory which was next to 

this sort of recreational dining area and there was like big 

windows at the top that let light in from that dining area. 

 Uh-huh. 

 And I just remember spending a lot of time just sitting on a 

chair on time-out and other times just, actually just being 

put to bed.   

 Uh-huh. 

 I think I can remember an incident about, I was, I think it 

was, it was in the hallway and it was, I think I was being 

held down by staff members and one member of staff I 

can remember,  I think her name was and one of the 

things I’m quite concerned about in, whenever I’ve spoken 

to the police in the past was there’s, there’s two members 

of staff there was  and . 

 Okay. 

 And you can understand the. 

 Yes. 

 The familiar names.  Now  was this soft, gentle, kind 

woman who, who would never hurt you. 

 Uh-huh. 
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Master Tape No   98-12-23493  -8- 

 Who never hurt me, never did anything, she might have 

put me in my room you know on - 

 -Uh-huh - 

 -Time-out but it wasn’t excessive you know, and she 

actually lives behind me on the . 

 Right uh-huh. 

 And I seen her on the train the other day there and I just 

want to make it clear that it’s not that lady and I hope that 

she’s never been interview or - 

 -Uh-huh - 

 -Or spoken to about anything because she’s never done 

anything, she really is you know a really decent person 

you know. 

 Uh-huh. 

 And had, I’ve very fond memories of her and, and it was 

always a good day when she was on duty. 

 Uh-huh. 

 You know, but  on the other hand was a little bit 

vindictive, and a little bit aggressive, and had thumped me 

on numerous occasions, you know, more than likely 

whenever she was dragging me off to my room and, and 

of course you tend to put up resistance after a while, and. 

 Uh-huh. 
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Master Tape No   98-12-23493  -23- 

 

  

 Well this was like outside the last dormitory just before the 

door, before where the bathroom. 

 Uh-huh. 

 And shower and stuff there’s, there was a shower, there 

was a shower here and there was I think three toilets or 

two toilets there and then there was sinks here, and then 

kind of like a, but yeah so the last, outside the last 

dormitory where that little anorexic girl, , used to 

always be. 

 Uh-huh. 

 I’d said to my mum my head had actually swollen up pretty 

bad from. 

 Uh-huh. 

 From him holding me by the hair and I was quite bruised 

all over and my mum was like well happened to you and, 

and I remember distinctly telling my mum and pointing 

straight at ’s face. 

 Uh-huh. 

 And saying this bastard, and using the word bastard, you 

know did this to me, and him saying he did that to himself. 

 Uh-huh. 

 You know without batting an eyelid. 
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Master Tape No   98-12-23493  -24- 

 Uh-huh. 

 My mum says that she can’t remember it at all but. 

 Okay. 

 I don’t think my mum’s really that forthcoming with 

anything. 

 Uh-huh. 

 These days.  I think it’s, I think she feels ashamed of the 

fact that she left me in that - 

 -Uh-huh - 

 -Sort of position.   

 Okay. 

 There’s other things that maybe aren’t too relevant. 

 Uh-huh. 

 I remember being given medication, like a pinky, browny 

liquid stuff I believe it, I believe it’s actually Largactil.  I 

remember being on that for a period of time. 

 Uh-huh. 
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 Well. 

 Now just everything you can remember about that 

incident.   

 Well I think  

 my mum was in staying in the 

maisonette at the main, main part of the building. 

 Okay uh-huh. 

  

. 

 Uh-huh, but what happened. 

 I think when my mum was there I was probably very, a lot 

more confident to act up possibly, maybe a bit cocky as 

well, but I just remember my mum being present and, and 

then being thumped - 

 -Uh-huh. 

 But when I talked to my mum about it, asking her did she 

remember it and she says no, no that was a student nurse 

that done that. 

 Okay. 

 And I reported her and you know and. 

 Uh-huh tell, tell me what you remember about it . 

 Well I remember, I, I remember quite a few occasions of 

being on the ground and being held down. 
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 But lifted up the mattress, held it up with my head and 

then laid this thing out, and then let it you know and, and 

then, and they found it. 

 Right. 

 She found it and. 

 Uh-huh. 

 Came down and dragged me up to my room and put them 

on me and made me wear them. 

 Right. 

 And walked me about the unit or the, you know the, look 

at ’s new trousers, look at his lovely wee trousers 

and, and  was in tow, she was there singing 

along as well. 

 Uh-huh. 

 Her, but. 

 How did that make you feel at the time. 

 I was humiliated wasn’t I, you know, by the end of the day 

these trousers had fallen apart and I’d no underwear on 

and you know and my genitals were showing and I 

remember a student nurse having an argument outside 

the room shouting, really getting quite angry about it and. 

 Uh-huh. 

 And I can remember quite clearly it was like - 

 -An argument with who . 
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 With whoever was outside that room. 

 Uh-huh. 

 Saying that this is a disgrace and, and I’m going to report 

this, I can remember those words you know. 

 Uh-huh. 

 But I can’t really remember if I was put into trousers after 

that - 

 -Okay. 

 I can just remember sitting, it wasn’t the main lounge it 

was the, there was two lounges where the TV and I was in 

the, the one that was least occupied and it had a TV kind 

of up by the window and instead of this TV was, instead of 

the TV being mounted on the wall like the one in the main. 

 Uh-huh. 

 Lounge area, this one seemed to be maybe down, maybe 

on a TV stand or on a, on a TV unit or something ‘cause I 

remember sitting up quite close to it, and you know, and 

you know sitting looking at it and usually there was, I think 

there was just maybe a lot, a lot of TV in those days was.  

 Okay. 

 Just teletext with music. 

 Yeah. 

  

, 
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Master Tape No     -34- 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Whenever I went to Rathgael sure my family moved to 

, you know, how’s that, getting away from me, but, 

but yeah I remember standing here in tears crying for my 

mum and, and  coming up to me and telling 

me to shut up, you know your mother doesn’t want you 

okay, you know, she doesn’t love you so just forget about 

her, you know. 

 Uh-huh. 

 Words to that effect but those words were quite powerful 

at the time and it just made me cry more actually.  

 Uh-huh. 

 Yeah she was pretty cruel she’d, maybe not as bad as 

 

 Uh-huh. 

 You know if you were to ask me to grade them all I would 

say physically , physically and psychologically  

was the worst she just, just  never. 
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I am a retired staff nurse who used to work at Lissue Hospital in Lisburn.  I started in Lissue around  and 

worked there until .   

.  I worked as a staff nurse on 

day shifts while I was there although this would’ve included some shifts from 3.30pm to 10pm.  I remember that we 

didn’t wear uniforms in Lissue we just dressed in mufti.  Although my name is  I am known as  and 

would have been known as  at Lissue.  At that time I considered myself a career woman and actually 

intended to go into teaching.  I liked it however at Lissue, I liked working with the children and I liked that it seemed 

that you would be getting somewhere with the children.  We had children from the age of five to about thirteen and 

a half, fourteen would’ve been pushing it at that time.  We had children from all sorts of backgrounds and 

conditions.  It was a very structured setting in Lissue and the children were put into colour coded groups according 

to their age and their days and week would have been structured according to this.  I thought it was a safe 

environment for children and in fact the children would’ve told you that themselves.  The staff were fair with the 

children.  The ethos was that you would ignore difficult behaviour and praise good behaviour.  There were 

meetings every morning with consultants and social workers and the care of each of the children would be 

discussed.  If a child was disruptive it was dealt with there and then as much as possible.  For instance if there was 

a trip or something that day they might have missed that trip but it would not have been carried through to the next 

day.  It just would’ve been discussed at the meeting to see if anything needed to be done in relation to the 

management of that child.  We would speak to the children and ask them if there was any other way they could’ve 

Statement of Witness 

 
Statement of:     

Age of Witness: Over 18       (if over 18 insert ‘over 18’) 

     
 

I declare that this statement consisting of  2  page/s, each signed by me is true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence at a preliminary enquiry or at the trial of any person, I 
shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be 
true.  
 

Signature of Witness:        Date: 19/06/15 
Signature witnessed by: 

(if under 18) 
      Service/Staff # if police/staff  

          
Signature of Witness:        Date: 19/06/15 

by whom statement was 
recorded or received                                                                     Service/Staff # if police/staff 
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dealt with the situation.  Most things were sorted very quickly although we dealt with all sorts of things including 

children going onto the roof.  There was a range of ways of dealing with children if they were disruptive from just 

using time out, putting them on a naughty chair or if a child was going to be a danger to themselves or another by 

holding them.  This could have included holding them on the floor or the side of the bed.  We were trained in 

manual handling at the time which we would’ve left Lissue to go and do, this was a mandatory thing you had to do.  

It showed you how to safely hold a child and if necessary to put them down on the floor.  When they were settled 

after an occasion like this the child would be taken to the time out room.  We also received in house training 

including academic days.  I remember  who had been there quite a while when I started, she would 

have been one of the senior nurses.  I remember  as firm but fair.  She was very aware and thoughtful of the 

children’s needs for example she would make sure the social workers were on the ball getting children what they 

needed such as money for clothes and spending money.   always would’ve made sure that all the children had 

the same, and this was instilled in all of us.  There would’ve been kids that came back maybe after three or four 

years to thank her.  This didn’t just happen to  however this would’ve happened as a general thing including 

.  I remember a child called , his classic move was climbing on the roof and you had to 

talk him down.  .  There 

would’ve been a lot of incidents involving him bit nothing I would’ve thought wasn’t right or dealt with safely.  He 

would’ve been restrained at times but it would have been done in a safe manner.   

.   
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