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HIA REF: 185

Witness Name: James Miller

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF JAMES MILLER

I, James Miller will say as follows:-

Personal details

1. 1was born on 5% February 1962 in Manchester, England.

2. My father is Canadian and my mother is from Castleblayney. They met in
Canada and married in 1960. When | was four years old my parents split up.
At the time my mother told me my father had died but that was not true. | think

he went back to Canada for a while.

3. My mother told me | was an only child but this turned out to be untrue. | have
a younger sister -and a brother -who | only found out about in
February 2013. My sister Ilout 2 personal ad in the Belfast Telegraph
looking for me. She and my extended family in Canada were trying to trace
me through a genealogy service in England. | replied to the ad and was put in

contact with my sister.

4. My mother was a nurse which was a pretty good job in those days. | lived with
her for the first four years of my life. We moved about a lot. My relatives have
since told me that when | was four, my mother decided she couldn’t look after

me anymore so | was put into Barnardo's in Ballycastle.
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Dr Barnardo’s, The Manor House, Ballycastle (1966 — 1969/70 approximatélv)

5. | was placed in Barnardo’s in Ballycastle when | was four because my mother
was unable to look after me. She had mental health difficulties and she drank
a lot. My aunt NGl my legal guardian.

6. Barnardo’s was a big house with large grounds and peacocks running around.
| have no complaints about my time in Barnardo’s. The food and clothing was
good and | liked it there. | didn’t want to leave. There was an old couple who
used to come up on a Saturday in an old model T Ford and bring us out on

excursions for the day.

7. | attended five different primary schools during my childhood — Ballycastle,

Ballyholme, Bloomfield, Tullycarnet and Holywood.

8. | stayed in Barnardo’s until | was seven or eight years old when my mother
decided she wanted to take me out. We lived in -utside Bangor.
She couldn’t really look after me though and she often left me home alone to
go out drinking. | stayed with my maternal grandmother at weekends. My
grandmother was a lovely lady. | think she had some sort of wardship over me

but 'm not sure of the details.

Kincora Boys’ Hostel, Belfast (1976 — 1978 approximately)

9. | went into Kincora when | was about thirteen or fourteen. | am not sure of the
exact dates but | was in there for two years and left when | was sixteen. |
know | was there until sixteen because | got my first National insurance Card
while | was there. | have kept it ever since; | still carry it in my wallet. | was the
youngest boy in Kincora — you were meant to be fifteen to get in. It was
supposed to be for working boys but | wasn't of working age. | was still going
to school. | used to get the bus from outside Kincora to Dundonald Boys’ High
School.
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10.1 am not sure why | ended up in Kincora. | think it was just because of the
circumstances. There was nowhere else to put me. 1 still remember the name
of the social worker who brought me there; ENEEEE My mother brought
me to Dundonald Police Station because she couldn't look after me.
-picked me up from there and drove me to Kincora.

11.The three men in charge of Kincora were called Joseph Mains, William
McGrath and Raymond Semple. | don’t remember the names of any of the
ancillary staff. | think there was about seven or eight staff in total but those
three were the main wardens. Mains was the top boy. He was the boss and

you had to do what he said.

12.0n the face of it Kincora looked like a normal place. It had a nice layout and
good food. On the suiface everything looked good but it was anything but
good. As you went in the front door of Kincora, there was a big dining room on
the right and a TV room on the left. Directly behind that was an extension and
that's where Joseph Mains operated from. His office was on the left and there
were showers on the right. Then there was the kitchen and a hall that ran
back to another extension where they kept the freezers and stuff like that.
Upstairs there were two big bedrooms at the front. They were shared
bedrooms; you didn’t have your own room. Then there were another two
shared bedrooms and a bathroom on either side. There were no more than
four boys to a room; there were only ever about twelve boys in Kincora at any

one time.

13.The main instigator of abuse was William McGrath. He is dead now. 1 think
the other two are stili alive. The abuse started off with what we would now call
grooming but at the time | didn’t know what it was. McGrath would do simple
things like tuck me into bed and get into bed beside me. He was playing
daddy and looking back it was a bit twisted but at the time | just thought it was
the norm. When you were having a bath, McGrath would come in and dry you
off. He wasn’t the only one who did this; all three of them did. | remember

- Mains would dry himself off in front of you completely naked. it got a lot worse

than that. It got to the point where McGrath was sexually touching me.
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14.The sexual abuse started within the first week. It continued over the entire two
yearé | was there. | have thought about it and | would say McGrath abused
me on 325 occasions, ranging from getting in to bed with me to buggery. He
used to bring me downstairs behind Mains’ office and down to where the
freezers were. It was quieter for him down there. The things he used to do to
me were sick. He would try to get me to have an erection but | wasn’t old
enough. | wasn't even developed which was the way McGrath preferred it. He

used to say he liked boys with no hair between the legs.

15.He would make me masturbate him; he thought there was nothing wrong with
it. 1 don't recall him ever forcing me to give him oral sex. He definitely
buggered me on more than one occasion. | remember once | was bieeding
from the anus for a week after one of his attacks. McGrath was sick. There
was definitely something wrong with his head. He used to bring religion into it
all the time as well. He would say things like “oh, it's alright” and quote the
Bible. He was very powerful within his domain. He was the master and you
had to do what he said. ' |

16.The abuse happened both during the day and at night. McGrath was very
clever; he did it when nobody else was around, when he was the only one on
duty. During the day there might have been two people on duty but at night
there was only ever one. The wardens didn't live in the home but McGrath
only lived 100 yards down the road. It defies belief that he was a happily

married man with a family.

17.1 don't recall any physical abuse from McGrath or the other wardens in
Kincora; it was all sexual and emotional abuse. The blace operated on a
system of fear. As soon as you walked in the door you just got a feeling.
McGrath used to say things like “your family don’t care, that's why you're in
here, we look after you and we love you". He would say “when you grow up

and leave what will | do without you?”
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18. Joseph Mains used to drive to Bangor a lot to visit his mother. He would bring
me with him sometimes and he thought nothing of touching me up. He would
put his hand on my leg and then move it up towards my groin. Even though he
didn’t actually assault me | was terrified he would. He used to say “if you do
as | say, we'll get you an ice-cream in Crawfordsburn”. McGrath was definitely
the worst one without a shadow of a doubt. Semple never assaulted me in
any fashion. He was bigger than the other two; he was about 6’5" and wore
size 13 shoes. He didn’t have a high 1Q and he was led by Mains who was the

boss and told him what to do.

19.1 believe all three of them were homosexuals but McGrath had another
agenda. He was involved in a political organisation called TARA. He used to
tell me about it. It was an extremist loyalist organisation and he would make
veiled threats about how powerful he was and his contacts. | remember
important pedple visiting Kincora like Lord Fitt and lan Paisley. | don’t think

they were involved in the abuse or even knew it was going on.

20.You got to know the signais in there. When Joseph Mains’ venetian blinds
were closed you knew he was in the office with one of the boys and he would
be banging away at them. You could hear it; it was awful. It was well known
within the home that Mains had his little favourites and | wasn’t one of them
which | was grateful for. He would bring you into his office to talk about life
generally and how you were getting on at school. 1 had a few.of those
conversations with him but he didn’t actually assault me. | think they each had
their favourites and they kept those boys for themselves. However, McGrath
wasn't that fussy about who he abused. He said himself he “liked” all the boys

as long as they weren't too old.

21.There was nowhere to escape to. You could run away but they would just
come and get you. | remember other boys running away and the police would
bring them back. | used to think the police were in on it because they were
just another part of the establishment. There was a shop directly across the
street and { would go over and spend hours talking to the guy who worked

there. McGrath and Mains used to give me money. We all got pocket money
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but they gave me extra. The guy in the shop was a really nice man and I'm
not sure whether he knew what was going on in Kincora but | always got the
impression he did. | mentioned it a few times. People from the area must have

known what was going on; even the dogs on the streets knew.

22.When you told people what was going on they wouldn’t believe you. They
would say people in care and control don't do that sort of thing but
unfortunately they do. | mentioned it to my English teacher at school once. He
was called [N and he was a very nice guy but | don't think he
understood. He probably just thought | was telling lies and that it couldn’t have
been happening. My social worker [INDNEEEIM used to visit me and | told
him what was going on but he didn’t believe me either. Looking back, he was
part of the establishment as well and probably just couldn’t believe it was

happening.

23.1 don't think the other staff knew about the abuse. There was a 'Iady who
cooked the food and she was lovely. There's a strong chance they didn't know
because the three wardens kept us well under wraps. They were clever and
manipulative. Their timing was always impeccable; it was like a well-
orchestrated stage play. They were experts. McGrath especially was a really
shrewd guy. From the outside you wouldn't know what he was like. He’s the
sort of person you could put in a crowd of 100 people and he wouldn't stand
out. There was nothing to suggest he was doing the kinds of things he was

doing and had been doing for years, as | found out later.

24.Even amongst the boys, we didn't really talk about what was going on. When
you first went in, there might be an offhand comment and you wouldn’t know
what it meant but you soon found out. When we were eating, McGrath would
sit in the kitchen and look out over his glasses as if to make sure there was no
conversation going on that shouldn't have been. They had the perfect

environment in there. We were small and weak and the perfect bait for them.

25.1 used to go to Knock Presbyterian Church on a Sunday. That was how you
got out of the home and | would stay there all day and go to the youth club at
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night. It was called Epoch. | remember telling a couple of the youth leaders
what was happening in Kincora but it just went in one ear and out the other.
McGrath never threatened me not to tell about the abuse but it was inferred.
He would say things like “nobody is going to believe you, I'm a good Christian
man, | believe in the Bible from cover to cover”. He could quote you any

Scripture you could mention; he was a clever man.

26.My mother used to come visit me every now and again. She was supposed fo
come once a month but she rarely did. The visits were always supervised by
one of the wardens so you couldn’t say anything out of turn. We would get the
train up to Portrush and she would buy me orange juice and a wagon wheel.
She did care a bit. It probably took up all her allowance to come visit me. Her

sister- used to come visit me the odd time too.

27.The food and clothes in Kincora were good. It was fine from that point of view.
I don't ever recall my birthday or special occasions like Christmas being
celebrated in the home. | feel the education I received was good enough. | got
5 O-Levels including an ‘A’ in English. | enjoyed school — it was better than

Kincora.

28.1 left Kincora when | was sixteen. | joined the Army to get out of there; it was
my get out of jail free card and it worked well. Someone had to sign for me to

join because | was underage so my grandmother did.

Life after care:

29.1 stayed in the Army for just over a year. | left five days before my 18" birthday
because if you stayed on after eighteen you had to pay a fortune to leave. |
got on quite well in the Army. | was a Junior Private to start with and | was
based in Uniacke Barracks in Harrogate. | was then transferred to the Junior
Leader Regiment in the Sir John Moore Barracks in Shorngliffe, Kent. The
Army was good and bad; it was quite racist and being from Ireland didn't help.

There were four of us from Northern Ireland and they used to say we were

HIA 185 PRIVATE 7



KIN-013

PRIVATE

brought up being taught to throw bricks at soldiers and we were only going

over to the Army to perfect our skills.

30. After the Army | came back to Northern Ireland and worked in various jobs. |
was a chef for a time and did landscape gardening for a while. [ used to run
my own motorcycle business but | have been unemployed since July 2013

and | am now moving to Canada to start a new life over there.

31.What happened in Kincora had a huge effect on me. I'm a loner, I'm not a
very social person and 1 prefer my own company. | could never hold down a
relationship and | never married or had a family even though | wanted one. It's -
too late for me now. I'm not homosexual but I've never had a sexual
relationship with a woman. In my mind P'm still a virgin because | don’t count
the abuse as sex. | went to see a counsellor for some years in Dunmurry and
she told me | was sexually burnt out as a result of what happened to me. | still
like to look at women but | have no sex drive whatsoever. One of the
repercussions of Kincora was that | felt I could never have a family which is

very sad. | also suffer from psoriasis which | believe is a fallout from Kincora.

32.You never forget the abuse. | am 52 now and | remember it every day. |
remember things | don’t want to remember. it never leaves you; it's always in
your mind. These were people who were meant to be looking after me so it
was quite tragic. None of my family know about the abuse except my sister
B | only met her last year but she is really nice. She lives in |||
and is married with ] children. 1 never told my parents about the abuse.
They both have dementia now. | met my father last year through my sister and

I've been out to visit him in Canada a few times since.

33.1 met Joseph Mains in Lisburn about ten yeérs ago. It was a total shock. We
were both on the same side of the street and even after thirty years |
recognised him instantly and he recognised me. He walked to the other side
of the street and it was intense for me. Whenever Kincora crops up in the
news, it brings it all back for me. There were a few stories about Kincora in

the Sunday Life a few years ago but they weren’t accurate at all so | rang up
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the journalist to set the record straight. | met him in a public place and gave
him my side of the story. You never forget the impact of what happened; it just

sticks in your head.

34.The police came out and interviewed me about Kincora years ago but | didn't
tell them a whole lot because it seemed like they didn't want to know. It was
as if it was a quick investigation and they wanted to sweep it ali under the
carpet. 1 don't really blame the police for that; | can see they were taking their
orders from above. One policeman even said to me “I'm just deing my job”. |
wasn’t called to the trial of Mains, McGrath and Semple; the police said |

wasn’'t needed.

35.1 never got any compensation out of Kincora and I'm not sure | would even
want to. How can you put a price on a life destroyed? For me, it's not about
the money, it's about bringing these pecple to book and the problem is you
can't bring McGrath to book because he’s dead. I'm sorry he’s dead in a way.
I would like to have met him one last time. | wouldn't necessarily say | was
going to kil him; | would just ask him one question — why. He probably

couldn’t answer anyway. People like him are very emotionally detached.

36. | came to the Inquiry in the hope that it will improve things for children in a
similar situation today. 1 have two nephews and | would hope that if somehow
they ended up in the care system, the standard of care would be a ot higher.
With all the checks and balances nowadays | would hope people wouldn’t get

away with what McGrath and the others did in Kincora.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed___ o & miﬂ&&‘;

Dated OL —©% — \\\‘. ‘

HIA 185 PRIVATE 9



KIN-120653




Report by DCI Caskey —

OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE - PERSONAL
OCD 10, KincoraBox 18 KI N'1 0296

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

TO BE COMPLETED
WHEN THE
STATEMENT HAS
BEEN WRITTEN

Form 38/36. .

AGE OfF wITNESS [if over 21 enter “over 217]: DOB 5.2.62, .

0CCUPATION OF WITNESS: ... BABMAN e,

| declare that this statement consisting of 3 pages, each signed by me is true
to the best of my knowledge and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is
tendered in evidence at a preliminary enquiry or at the trial of any person, | shall

- be liable to prosecution if | have wilfuily stated in it anything which | know to be
- false or do not believe to be true.

Dated this 19th day of March 19 80
(Sgd) W J A Girvan D/Constable J Miller
SIGNATURE of MEMBER by whom SIGNATUHEO)’W!TNESS ----------------

statement was recorded or received.

At present, I live alone at ||| |GG 1~ Octcber 1577

I was taken into care. Before that I lived with various relatives, I
couldntt get on with my mother and it was because of this reason I was
taken into care. My Social Worker was who works from
Ballybeen Square, Dundonald. He arranged for me to take up residence in
Kincora Boys Hostel, 23¢ Upper Newtownards Rocad, Belfast. I went into
the Hostel in October 1977. The staff at that time were, Joe Mains was in
charge. His assistants were Raymond Semple and Mr McGrath. I was given
a bed in the front bedroom on the top right hand side of the stairs. This

room overlocked the Newtownards Road. I shared the room with Gary Hoy

and KIN 260 KIN 48 was another cne whom I shared a rcom
with. Other boys in the Hostel were, KIN 54 B R18 § KIN 46

e

[ N KiN52 ] and AN Durive oy
stay I knocked about with at weekends. On nights during the
week T went tc Knock Youth Club, Kings Road and it was only abcut one
night per week I found myself in the Hostel. In the moraings either one
of the cooks or Mr McGrath would waken us up about 7.00 am. Virtually

every morning McGrath wakened me, he put his hand under the bedclothes and

SIGNATURE of WITNESS: J Miller

- 162
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R ort\by DCI Caskey — OCD 10, KincoraBox 18 Kl N'1 0297

@ STATEMENT . CONTINUATION PAGE

STATEMENT OF:RICHARD JAMES ANTHONY MILLER CONTINUATION PAGE NO: 2

touéhed me either on the back, my backside or my privates. He would do this
just before I woke up and by his doing this I wcke up. McGrath would say
nothing and just walk out of the room. He would only do this if the other boys
in the room were asleep. For some reason he would waken me first. I never
said anything to him about this because I was probably scared of him at that
time. During my time in Kincora there were a number of times when McGrath made
his feelings towards me known. There was once in the kitchen when he came

ur to me and said something like, "Did I ever tell you I think you're a

nice looking boy?" I asked him what he meant. He said something like,
"There's nothing wfong with it, God said it's right to be a homosexual". He
started patting me on the back. I told him to clear off. I walked out of the ;
kitchen. The next time was in the TV room about 2 - 3 weeks later after the -
kitcHen incident. There was only him and me in the Hostel. He made the
suggestion that we go to the kitchen as he wanted to have a wee chat with

re. We went to the kitchen. He asked me to take my trousers down. I

didn't do it. He tried to talk me into taking them down, but it didn't

happen. He didn't touch me either. We went back to the TV room. He

never spoke to me the rest of that night. The next nigHt he started the

same thing again. 1 was in the bathroom at the time. -.He came into the
bathroom. He made the excuse by asking me if I needed anything. I was fully
-~ ~{-clothed when he came into the bathroom. He started to kiss me on the neck.

I told him to get lost. About a week after that, in my bedroom he came in

and toock my trousers down. He said that it was okay and the right thing to

do. He-séid that we were on our own and there was nothing to worry about.

I still had my underpants"on.mMHe_stantedﬂﬁQ?rgQ%Ez privates and began to

masturbate me. I ran out of the room and cleared,off.; I had-only one leg in
my trousers. This type of thing in the bedroom happened 3 -~ 4 times, over a
couple of weeks., Once when I refused he grabbed me by the arms and forced
them up my back and took my trousers down. I struggled to get free of

him and managed to do so. I reported this to Mr Mains. He said that he
would sort it out and to leave it with him. I can’t remember if I told my

Social Worker. McGrath asked me to bugger him and has asked me to let him

SIGNATURE OF STATEMENT MAKER: L8280 L. MILI&% i,

SRRl | 183 o ahe
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Report by DCI Caskey — OCD 10, KincoraBox 18 Kl N = 1 0298

STATEMENT CONTINUATION  PAGE

Form 38/36{a]

STATEMENT OF: MWW‘IERCONTINUATION PAGE NO: A 3

wank me. There were rumours in the Hostel thatwas gay and that
he and McGrath were having a sexual relationship. During my time in Xincora
T sometimes spent weekends there. On either a Saturday cor Sunday I went

out with Mains in his car to his girlfriend's house. He drove a brown
Chevette. His girlfriend is called [JEARN{l] I did the gardening for her.
He gave me a £5 note usually. lives in a semi-detached house in
the . Y:irs has never made any suggestions to me to commit
any sexual acts with him. I don't know whether Mains took other boys up
there or not. I would like to add that none of the inmates made any
suggestions to me either. There was nothing more serious happened to ;ne

while in the hostel .other than what I've told you about.

) Y i
SIGNATURE of STATEMENT MAKER: wvov.... CMiLler
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Investigator action 30/06/2015 12:48 #19752 HUTTON, C. No
Log entry:

| have spoken 1o James. He wishes to make a complaint regarding his time at Kincora. He states that he previously gave a
statement bul when'Police retumed for him to sign it, it did not contain all the information he had told them, He will include notable
figures in his complaint. {unknown what their involvement is) James is unable to attend the UK as he cannot afford the iidare. PSNI
travelling lo Canada to conduct an ABE has been declined by SILVER. He is happy for local Police to take a statement if needed. |
have contacted International Liaison. We could place our request through the Canadian Embassy rather than Interpol. This would
mean less people would know about the request. There is a chance the Embassy might say no to requesi but this is unlikely.
DI =5 directed that we first try to go through the Canadian Embassy. This male has named Mr IP, deceased. Sill open to
Con Hutlon PPU Belfast.
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|, James Miller will say as follows:- ‘\*P”L‘l "‘:‘3\\5 (“\, : (@ L
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Personal details SR _{
R 050 (90 .

1. | was born on 5" February 1962 in Manchester, England.

(rne 2-)

\

.

2 My father is Canadian and my ircather is from Castieblayney. They met
in Canada and married in 1960. When | was four years oid my parents split
up. At the time my mother told me my father had died but that was not true. |
think he went back to Canada for a while.

3. My mother told me | was an ol child but this turned 2ot fo be untrue. |
have a younger sisterffjand 2 bretter -“;-.;!'zv [ anly found out about in
Q;é February 2013. My szster- put 2 personal ad in the Belfast Telegraph
looking for me. She and my extended family in Canada were trying to trace
me through a genealogy service in England. | replied tc the a< and was put in

contact with my sister.
0
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4. My mother was a nurse which was a pretly 7ood iob in those days. |

lived with her for the first four years of my life, '‘We moved about a lot. My
9
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relatives have since told me that when | was four, my mother decided she
couldn't look after me anymore so | was put into Barnardo’s in Ballycastie.

Dr Barnardo’s, The Manor House. Ballycastie (1966 — 1969/70 approximatel

5. | was placed in Barnardo’s in Ballycastle when | was four because my
mother was unable to look after me. She had mental heaith difficulties and

she drank a lot. My aunt|llwas my legal guardian. _ s

6. Barnardo’s was a big house with large grounds and peacocks running
around. | have no complaints about my time in Bamardo’'s. The food and
clothing was good and | liked it there. | didn’'t want to izave. There was an old
couple who used to come up on a Saturday in an old mode! T Ford and bring
us out on excursions for the day.

7 | attended five different primary schools cduring my childhood —
Ballycastle, Ballyholme, Bloemfield, Tullycamet and Holvwood.
gy & &
L Sl J'Laa =3 “}' S (
8. | stayed in Barnardo's until | was seven or elqht veaf’s old when my

mother decided she wanted to take me out. We lived in [Joutside
Bangor. She couldn't really look after me though and she ofien left me home
alone to go out drinking. | stayed with my matemnal grandrother at weekends.
My grandmother was a lovely lady. | think she had some sort of wardship over
me but I'm not sure of the details.

9. | went into Kincora when | was about thirteen or fourteen. | am not sure
of the exact dates but | was in there for two years and left when | was sixteen.

| know | was there until sixteen because | got my first National Insurance Card
10
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while | was there. | have kept it ever since; | still carry it in my wallet. | was the
youngest boy in Kincora — you were meant to be fifteen to get in. It was
supposed to be for working boys but | wasn't of working age. | was still going
to school. | used to get the bus from outside Kincora to Dundonald Boys’ High
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10. | am not sure why | ended up in Kincora. | think it was just because of
the circumstances. There was nowhere else to put me. [ still remember the
name of the social worker who brought e there; NS My mother

brought me to Dundonald Police Station because she couldn't look after me.
\NRCK M picked me up from there and drove me to Kincora.

11. The three men in charge of Kincora were callad Joseph Mains, William
McGrath and Raymond Semple. | don’'t remember the narnes of any of the
ancillary staff. | think there was about seven or eight staff in total but those
three were the main wardens. Mains was the top boy. He was the boss and
you had to do what he said.

\\\am\“ﬂGM‘T\'\Ils\ar@l vU\d, _ Tuﬁ\*g\\ib/l.

12.  On the face of it Kincora looked like a norm'al mar:e :‘t haﬁ a nice layout
and good food. On the surface everything looked geed but it was anything but
good. As you went in the front door of Kincora, there was a big dining room on
the right and a TV room on the laft. Directly behind that was an extension and
that's where Joseph Mains operated from. His 0ffice was on *he left and there
were showers on the right. Then there was the kitchen and a hall that ran

back to another extension whers they eyt the freczers and stuff like that.
Upstairs there were two big bedrooms ai the front. They were shared
bedrooms; you didn't have your own rcom. Then tere were another two

shared bedrooms and a bathroom on either sics. There were no more than

four boys to a room; thera werz only ever aooul wmelve boys i Kincora at any
one time.

11
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13. The main instigator of abuse was Wiliam McGrath. He is dead now. |
think the other two are still alive. The abuse started off with what we would
now call grooming but at the time | didn’t know what it was. McGrath would do
simple things like tuck me into bed and get into bed beside me. He was
playing daddy and looking back it was a bit twisted but at the time | just
thought it was the norm. When you were having a bath, McGrath would come
in and dry you off. He wasn't the only one who did this; all three of them did. |
remember Mains would dry himself off in front of you completely naked. it got
a lot worse than that. It got to the point where McGrath wag sexually touching
me.

14. The sexual abuse started within ths first week. 't continued over the
entire two years | was there. | have thoucht 2hout it 2nd | would say McGrath
abused me on 325 occasions, ranging frem getting in to bed with me to
buggery. He used to bring me downstairs behind Mains' office and down to
where the freezers were. It was quieter for him down there. The things he
used to do to me were sick. He would try © get me © have an erection but |
wasn't old enough. | wasn’t evan developed which wae the way McGrath
preferred it. He used to say he liked bsy* with ne hair between the legs.

T & B Fmee . k\dul w Y Bels B i's\;S\w me AP (Hl-

15. He would make me masturhate him; hs *hought there was nothing
wrong with it. | don’t recall him ever forcing ma2 to give him oral sex. He
definitely buggered me on more than one cocasion. | remember once | was
bleeding from the anus for a wesk after one of his aftacks, MoGrath was sick.
There was definitely something wrong with his head. He used to bring religion
into it all the time as well. He would say (hings like "ult, iTs aliight” and quote
the Bible. He was very poweriu! witiin his domain. He was the master and
you had to do what he said.

16. The abuse happened Lo duiing e day anc at nigal. McGrath was
very clever; he did it when nobody else was aicung, when ne was the only

)
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one on duty. During the day there might have been two people on duty but at
night there was only ever one. The wardens didn't live in the home but
McGrath only lived 100 yardg\rggv\;n the road. It defies belief that he was a
happily married man with a family.

17.. [don't recall any physical abuse from McGrath or the other wardens in
Kincora; it was all sexual and emotiona! ahuss. The place operated on a
system of fear. As soon as you walked in the door you just got a feeling.
McGrath used to say things like “your family don’t care, that's why you're in
here, we look after you and we love you”. He would say “when you grow up
and leave what will | do without you?”

18. Joseph Mains used to drive to Bangor a lot to visit his mother. He would
bring me with him sometimes and he thought nothing of touching me up. He
would put his hand on my leg and then move it up towards my groin. Even
though he didn’t actually assault me | was terrified he would. He used to say
“if you do as | say, we'll get you an ice-cream in Crawfordsburn”. McGrath was
definitely the worst one without a shadow of a doubt. Sermple never assaulted
me in any fashion. He was bigger than the other twe; he was about 6’5" and
wore size 13 shoes. He didn’t have a high 1Q and he was led by Mains who
was the boss and told him what to do.

19. | believe all three of them were homasexuals but MeGrath had another
agenda. He was involved in a political organisation called TARA. He used to
tell me about it. It was an extremist loy2list organisation and he would make
veiled threats about how powerful ha fa;;_,-;? “%nd}i“'u contacts. | remember
important people visiting Kincora liee Lor F itt and lan Paisley. | don’t think

they were involved in the abuse 2 even f-;,i;:u; it was going or.
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20. You got to know the signals in there. When Joseph Mains’ venetian
blinds were closed you knew he was in the office with one of the boys and he
would be banging away at them. You could hear it; it was awful. It was well
known within the home that Mains had his little favourites and | wasn’t one of
them which | was grateful for. He would bring you into his office to talk about
life generally and how you were getting on at school. | had a few of those
conversations with him but he didn’t actually assault me. | think they each had
their favourites and they kept those boys for themselves. However, McGrath
wasn't that fussy about who he abused. He said himself he “liked” all the boys
as long as they weren't too old.

21. There was nowhere to escape to. You could run away but they would
just come and get you. | remember other boys running away and the police
would bring them back. | used to think the police were in on it because they
were just another part of the establishment. There was a shop directly across
the street and | would go over and spend hours talking to the guy who worked
there. McGrath and Mains used to give me money. We all got pogket money
but they gave me extra. The guy in the shop was a really nice man and I'm
not sure whether he knew what was going on in Kincora but | always got the
impression he did. | mentioned it a few times. People from the area must have
known what was going on; even the dogs on the streets knew.

22.  When you told people what was going on they wouldn’t believe you.
They would say people in care and control don’t do that sort of thing but
unfortunately they do. | mentioned it to my-teacher at school once. He
was called - and he was a very nice guy but | don't think he
understood. He probably just thought | was telling lies and that it couldn’t have
been happening. My social worker [JINJEKEJused to visit me and 1 told
him what was going on but he didn’t believe me either. Looking back, he was
part of the establishment as well and probably just couldn’t believe it was
happening.

14
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23. | don't think the other staff knew about the abuse. There was a lady
who cooked the food and she was lovely. There’s a strong chance they didn’t
know because the three wardens kept us well under wraps. They were clever
and manipulative. Their timing was always impeccable; it was like a well-
orchestrated stage play. They were experts. McGrath especially was a really
shrewd guy. From the outside you wouldn’t know what he was like. He's the
sort of person you could put in a crowd of 100 people and he wouldn't stand
out. There was nothing to suggest he was doing the kinds of things he was
doing and had been doing for years, as | found out later.

24, Even amongst the boys, we didn't really talk about what was going on.
When you first went in, there might be an offhand comment and you wouldn't
know what it meant but you soon found out. When we were eating, McGrath
would sit in the kitchen and look out over his glasses as if to make sure there
was no conversation going on that shouldn’t have been. They had the perfect
environment in there. We were small and weak and the perfect bait for them.

.

25. | used to go to Knock Presbyterian Church on a Sunday. That was how
you got out of the home and | would stay there all day and go to the youth
club at night. It was called Epoch. | remember telling a couple of the youth
leaders what was happening in Kincora but it just went in one ear and out the
other. McGrath never threatened me not to tell about the abuse but it was
inferred. He would say things like “nobody is going to believe you, I'm a good
Christian man, | believe in the Bible from cover to cover”. He could quote you
any Scripture you could mention; he was a clever man.

26. My mother used to come visit me every now and again. She was
supposed to come once a month but she rarely did. The visits were always
supervised by one of the wardens so you couldn’t say anything out of turn.
We would get the train up to Portrush and she would buy me orange juice ans
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a wagon wheel. She did care a bit. It probably took up all her allowance to
come visit me. Her sisterjfused to come visit me the odd time too.

27. The food and clothes in Kincora were good. It was fine from that point
of view. | don’t ever recall my birthday or special occasions like Christmas
being celebrated in the home. | feel the education | received was good
enough. | got 5 O-Levels including an ‘A’ in English. | enjoyed school — it was
better than Kincora.

28. | left Kincora when | was sixteen. | joined the Army to get out of there; it
was my get out of jail free card and it worked well. Someone had to sign for
me to join because | was underage so my grandmother did.

Life after care:

29. | stayed in the Army for just over a year. | left five dayé before my 18"
birthday because if you stayed on after eighteen you had to pay a fortune to
leave. | got on quite well in the Army. | was a Junior Private to start with and |
was based in Uniacke Barracks in Harrogate. | was then transferred to the
Junior Leader Regiment in the Sir John Moore Barracks in Shorncliffe, Kent.
The Army was good and bad; it was quite racist and being from Ireland didn't
help. There were four of us from Northern Ireland and they used to say we
were brought up being taught to throw bricks at soldiers and we were only
going over to the Army to perfect our skills.

30. After the Amy | came back to Northern Ireland and worked in various
jobs. | was a chef for a time and did landscape gardening for a while. | used to
run my own motorcycle business but | have been unemployed since July 2013
and | am now moving to Canada to start a new life over there.

N Eostsan 4 \‘%"}% (ol &@:awb 19 -bcae{?m_
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31.  What happened in Kincora had a huge effect on me. 'm a loner. I'm not|
a very social person and | prefer my own company. | could never hold down a \
relationship and | never married or had a family even though | wanted one. it's
too late for me now. I'm not homosexual but I've never had a sexual
relationship with a woman. in my mind I'm still a virgin because | don't count
the abuse as sex. | went to see a counsellor for some years in Dunmurry an
she told me | was sexually burnt out as a result of what happened to me. | still
like to look at women but | have no sex drive whatsoever. One of the
repercussions of Kincora was that | felt | could never have a family which is

very sad. | also suffer from psoriasis which | believe is a fallout from Kincora.

32.  You never forget the abuse. | am‘gé% now and | remember it every day. |
remember things | don't want to remember. It never leaves you; it's always in
your mind. These were people who were meant to be looking after me so it
was quite tragic. None of my family know about the abuse except my sister
- | only met her last year but she is really nice. She lives in ||| | IGEGN
and is married with ] children. 1 never told my parents abfout the abuse.
They both have dementia now. | met my father last year through my sister and
I've been out to visit him in Canada a few times since.

33. | met Joseph Mains in Lisburn about ten years ago. It was a total
shock. We were both on the same side of the street and even after thirty
years | recognised him instantly and he recognised me. He walked to the
other side of the street and it was intense for me. Whenever Kincora crops up
in the news, it brings it all back for me. There were a few stories about
Kincora in the Sunday Life a few years ago but they weren’t accurate at all so
| rang up the journalist to set the record straight. | met him in a public place
and gave him my side of the story. You never forget the impact of what
happened, it just sticks in your head. ‘

17
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34. The police came out and interviewed me about Kincora years ago but |
didn’t tell them a whole lot because it seemed like they didn’t want to know. It
was as if it was a quick investigation and they wanted to sweep it all under the
carpet. | don't really blame the police for that; | can see they were taking their
¥ orders from above. One policeman even said to me “I'm just doing my job”. | ¥
% wasn't called to the trial of Mains, McGrath and Semple; the police said | R }}

‘e wasn’t needed. R Naw \\% {\3%& Ve s \ﬁé\ %\\ﬂﬂﬁﬁ %ﬂw(*; @é"é

35. | never got any compensation out of Kincora and I'm not sure | would
even want to. How can you put a price on a life destroyed? For me, it's not
about the money, it's about bringing these people to book and the problem is
you can'’t bring McGrath to book because he’s dead. I'm sorry he's dead in a
way. | would like to have met him one last time. | wouldn't necessarily say |
was going to kill him; | would just ask him one question — why. He probably
couldn’t answer anyway. People like him are very emotionally detached.

36. | came to the Inquiry in the hope that it will improve things for children
in a similar situation today. | have two nephews and | would hope that if
somehow they ended up in the care system, the standard of caré would be a
lot higher. With all the checks and balances nowadays | would hope people
wouldn’t get away with what McGrath and the others did in Kincora.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed K= *\?&\%({

Dated “Sesdo Man{™ Lolty
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From: Jim Miller [mailto _

Sent: 20 August 2015 00:15
To: HUTTON Chris
Subject: addition to HIA statement.

Jim Miller

I - chris, in no particular order. names of guys i remember in
kincora.gary hoy. IIIGEENE richard kerr. they would have been 16 plus. i was about 13/14.
all 3 were definitely assaulted bywilliam mcgrath IIIREENand richard kerr also by joseph
mains for sure. i know now that mcgrath was assauting boys since 1940s in faith house. so
totally inappropriate to be still in a position of trust for some 40 years or so. for your info. the
raping/buggery of boys was commonplace in the upstairs bathroom. handy as it was one of
the few locking rooms. i know this with a certainty as i myself fell victim to mcgrath here on
many occasions. basically the cover was he would run you a bath then join you at the last
moment to get his kicks. he wore thickish glasses which would steam up much to his
annoyance. this was actually great for me as he couldnt see to well and would usually
withdraw from my bum at this point. . a particular favourite of his was to take you up the bum
over the bannisters. sorry but it needs to be told chris. mcgrath was friendly, with the following
who i saw at the home on numerous occasions. ian paisley.MP. gerry fitt. MP.john mc caig or
possible mckeague. he was involved with the RHC. as mcgrath was in tara. red hand
commandos. also talked about a dr fraser/frazer. who worked in the RVH. royal victoria
hospital. he may have come to kincora. i cant recall now. to see both mcgrath and the boys.
he was a psychiatrist. turns out also a paedophile. no surprise to me thats for sure. as i told
you on the phone, raymond semple was a good timekeeper. so much so that often he arrived
early. catching mcgrath at the interfering. this he ignored so though not involved his silence
makes him guilty in my book. as i said before mcgrath liked me over all the boys as i was so
young and small for my age. i started to go through puberty about this time also. we used to
call it bum fluff on your upper lip. followed by hair between my legs. this he remarked on.
quote. you will always be my wee jim. you boys all grow up so quickly.whatever am i going to
do when you leave? i love you. i love all my special boys. your parents dont care for you.
thats why you are here. never tell anyone outside of our wee games. no one will ever believe
you. end quote. his body had a certain odor that disgusted me. after i frequently threw up. he
used to say to the others wee jim is a sickly child. im looking after him. well he was thats for
sure. if joseph mains was not in his wee extension, mcgrath would rape me over the freezer in
the kitchen. this lead outside from the front of the house. it was extremely harrowing. i tried to
escape but i was weak. he was strong. sometimes i got an erection. but i didnt want to. he
says quote. this is normal. it means that you are enjoying it end quote. really? in return for
keeping him happy i got extra pocket money.which i would spend either shop across from
kincora or in dundonald village at the park newsagency. i would get the no16 or no 17 red bus
to dundonald hospital. then walk the rest to school. i feel sick even now . i mean its 37 years
ago but i remember it like yesterday. jr miller ref 236 upp nards rd belfast.
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