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“The HIA Inquiry notes the public statement issued this morning on behalf of Mr Kerr. Mr 

Kerr was invited to become a core participant in the Inquiry and was provided with public 

funding for his legal representatives to attend the public hearings on his behalf.  

The Inquiry made arrangements for him to fly from the United States to Northern Ireland at 

public expense this week so that he could consult with his legal representatives, provide a 

witness statement to the Inquiry, consult with Inquiry counsel and give evidence next 

Monday. 

It is not correct that the Inquiry wishes to conceal documents from Mr Kerr and his legal 

representatives.  His legal representatives have accepted to the Inquiry that what the 

agencies of the State knew about the abuse perpetrated at Kincora and the individuals 

perpetrating that abuse, or when they knew about it, are matters that are not within Mr 

Kerr’s knowledge. The Inquiry has no reason to believe that he can speak of his own 

knowledge on the issues of State participation. 

Mr Kerr and his legal representatives have therefore been provided with all the documents 

presently available to the Inquiry that the Inquiry considers directly bear upon him, or on 

matters that the Inquiry considers Mr Kerr is in a position to assist the Inquiry with based on 

what he is in a position to speak about. 

The Inquiry regrets that Mr Kerr has decided not to assist the Inquiry as a core participant. 

The public hearings at Banbridge will resume next week. The Inquiry will publicly examine 

the documents produced to the Inquiry by various State agencies, including the security 

services. Members of the public and the media will be able to see and read the documents 

for themselves. 

The Inquiry does not intend to engage in public debate with Mr Kerr on the other matters 

referred to in his statement, save to say that it does not accept its procedures are unfair. 

These procedures have been repeatedly upheld as fair by the courts, including the United 

Kingdom Supreme Court.” 

ENDS 
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Date Summary Abuse Reported to Welfare 
Department/ Social Services 

Abuse Reported to RUC Further Information Reference Document 

05/01/1977 RUC Intelligence Document, ‘MIONI 
P74’, mentions McGRATH’s 
employment in Kincora. 

  This is the first time Kincora is 
mentioned by name in the 
documents provided by the Military 
to the 1983 CASKEY investigation; 
that said it is an RUC SB report as 
opposed to a military generated 
intelligence report. 

Exhibit SWJS10, part of 
C64/5/83 

June 1977 Captain Brian GEMMELL resigns his 
Commission from the British Army. 

   See Exhibit GC12 - 2016 

16/08/1977 Kincora resident, , made 
allegations against McGRATH to 
Social Services. 

 alleged to his 
Social Worker (Anna HYLAND) 
that he had been indecently 
assaulted by William 
McGRATH. 

 

 

  

17/08/1977 Social Services discussed the 
allegation made by  against 
McGRATH. 

  HYLAND raised the allegations with 
Joe MAINS but was dissatisfied with 
his attitude to the matter and 
informed her superior Alan CHARD.  
A copy of HYLAND’s report was 
forwarded to Gordon HIGHAM.   

Report by D/Supt G 
CASKEY, dated 23/02/1982, 
para 27-30 

September 
1977 

Joseph MAINS contacted Richard 
KERR’s social worker, Helen 
GOGARTY, as he was “mildly 
concerned” about KERR and wanted 
her to talk to him. 

 

  It is not clear what MAINS’ concerns 
over KERR were. GOGARTY did not 
discuss this with KERR as he was 
arrested for burglary in early October 
1977. 

Exhibit GC14, part of GC10 
(C64/2/80) 
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Date Reported to Welfare 
Department/ Social 
Services 

Military Knowledge Reported to RUC Action Taken 

1976 
Feb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar 

 
Hilary NEILL, Social 
Worker, was told by 
Kincora staff of a 
homosexual incident in 
the Hostel involving 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RUC became aware 
of the existence of 
the Mason File from 
Social Services.   

 
No further action appears to have 
been taken by Social Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
Copy of the Mason File given to D/Con 
CULLEN who claims he passed it on to 
ACC MEHARG; this is disputed by 
MEHARG. 

1977 
Aug 
 
 
 
 
Oct 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov 

 
Kincora Resident,  

, made allegations 
to his social worker re: 
McGRATH. 
 
Social Services became 
aware of RUC concerns 
about “events” at 
Kincora. 
 
 
Richard KERR made 
allegations of indecent 
assault by McGRATH to 
a social worker in 
Rathgael. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
D/Con SCULLY raises 
concerns to Social 
Services re: 
relationship between 
Richard KERR and 
Joseph MAINS. 

 
Social Services concluded that  
allegations were ‘questionable’.  
 
 
 
A number of meetings were held 
between RUC and Social Services to 
discuss concerns.  A weekly monitoring 
system was introduced at Kincora to 
highlight “untoward” daily events. 
 
No further action taken following 
KERR’s allegation. 

1978 
Jan 

 
Further allegation from 

 re: MAINS’ 
behaviour whilst on 
duty. 

   

1979 
Mar 

 
KERR’S Social Worker, 
Judy KENNEDY, 
reported to her 
superior, that Kincora 
was ruled out as 
suitable 
accommodation for 
KERR as it was 
“apparently under 
investigation because of 
the warden’s alleged 
involvement with a 
homosexual circle”. 
 
A senior Social Worker 
in the EHSSB was told 
by Gordon HIGHAM 
that MAINS was 
suspected of being a 
homosexual and having 
a relationship with a 
Kincora resident. 

   
There are two copies of the report 
prepared by Judy KENNEDY; one 
contains the comments about the 
Kincora Warden’s alleged 
homosexuality and the other copy has 
this section blacked out at the request 
of KENNEDY’S supervisor Roy BLAIR.  
BLAIR had asked for the reference to 
homosexuality in Kincora to be 
removed as it was an “unsubstantiated 
comment”. 
 
 
 
No further action was taken by Social 
Services, except ruling out Westwinds 
as a potential alternative address for 
Richard KERR, on his release from 
Borstal. 
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that the relationship between  and MAINS was widely known amongst many Kincora 
residents, some of whom recalled seeing  visit MAINS in Kincora and remember him staying 
overnight in MAINS’ accommodation in the hostel. 

MAINS brought  on social outings, at times, together with MAINS’ girlfriend and family. 

• Hugh QUINN  

Hugh QUINN and Joseph MAINS had a 20 year relationship, which began when QUINN was a 
resident in Kincora and lasted until just before MAINS’ arrest in 1980. Their relationship continued 
after QUINN left Kincora, and Northern Ireland, to live in London. QUINN returned to stay in Kincora 
on his visits to Belfast and MAINS travelled to London to stay with QUINN.  

•  

 and MAINS continued to have sex after  left Kincora in 1966 until late 1979. 
 made a number of return visits to Kincora to visit MAINS. 

8.3 Corporal Punishment 

The official guidelines regarding Children in Residential Care, was that corporal punishment was not 
allowed as a form of punishment, discipline was to be achieved through “personal relationships, by 
way of example, and when necessary, by withdrawing privileges”.15  

A number of former residents told police that MAINS had physically abused them during their time 
in Kincora. MAINS admitted that he had used a cane as physical punishment, including on  

 after he had gone to complain about MAINS to the Welfare.16  

9.0 The Mason File  

Three Kincora residents made separate complaints to Social Services between 1967 and 1971 against 
Joseph MAINS.  MAINS was interviewed on several occasions by staff from the Belfast Welfare 
Authority and, following the completion of enquiries, a consolidated file was compiled by Henry 
MASON, City Welfare Officer and presented to the Town Solicitor (John YOUNG) in August 1971. 
Despite the file having a recommendation that the matter be passed to the RUC, there is no 
evidence that police were made aware of the nature of the complaints against MAINS at this time. 
Indeed, it is believed that the Mason File was not handed to the RUC until 1976.  
 
10.0 Richard KERR 

Richard KERR was a Kincora resident between 1975 and 1977. KERR features prominently in the 
Kincora ‘story’ as there were concerns over KERR’s ‘relationship’ with MAINS that prompted his 
social workers to contact Peter McKENNA of the Irish Independent in late 1979. McKENNA went on 
to publish the article in his newspaper in January 1980 which exposed the Kincora scandal.  A 
number of other individuals,17 who knew KERR through their professional involvement in his care, 

15 Statement of Robert BUNTING, 13/05/1980 
16 Statement of D/I McCLURE 20/08/1980 re interview of J MAINS 01/04/1980 
17 See statements of D/Con J SCULLY, Sgt G SILLERY , H GOGARTY, R CONWAY, J SWANN, R MOORE, W MORRIS 
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1.0 Background 

This profile on Richard KERR is part of a wider strategic review of all Kincora-related material held by 
the PSNI.  This profile has been prepared using a variety of sources of information, though most 
notably has relied on the material contained in the RUC investigation into Kincora, the Sussex Police 
Review and associated police files1.  Whilst it is acknowledged that during the last two years Richard 
KERR has made numerous additional allegations to the media, only those made to police have been 
included in this report. 

This profile has been written with an assumed knowledge, on the part of the reader, in relation to 
Kincora and some of the key individuals involved. 

2.0 Overview 

Richard KERR is a key individual with regards to allegations of child abuse at Kincora. It was his social 
workers (Helen GOGARTY and Judith KENNEDY) who first highlighted the ‘goings-on’ at Kincora to a 
journalist, Peter McKENNA of the Irish Independent. The subsequent article which appeared in that 
newspaper in January 1980, largely focussing on the KERR case, started the public exposure of what 
became known as the ‘Kincora abuse scandal’.  

When first interviewed by the RUC in April 1980, KERR made no complaints of [sexual] abuse against 
any members of staff at Kincora or any of the care institutions he had been resident in.  KERR stated 
“…during the time I was in homes and other institutions, I did not make any complaints about 
indecent behaviour, about anyone to any members of the welfare. There were no complaints to 
make”2. 

By 1982, KERR’s account3  had altered. He admitted to Sussex police that his initial statements in 
1980 were “true up to [the] point”; however, he made a number of further disclosures to the Sussex 
police team, including admitting to having had consensual sex with William EDMONDS and being in a  
consensual homosexual relationship with  (with whom he was living with in 
Preston). KERR also alleged for the first time, that he had been abused whilst in care, in Williamson 
House [c.1979] by Eric WITCHELL, the person in charge.  

At the time of his statement in 1982 KERR confirmed that he had had a number of casual 
homosexual relationships in London and considered himself to be bi-sexual. 

3.0 Personal Details 

Name: Richard KERR 

Date of Birth:   

Previous Family Addresses:   

Residential care: 

1966 – Williamson House 

June 1975 – Kincora Boys’ Hostel 

1 RUC Crime files C64/2/80 & C64/2/80 (1982) 
2 Statement of Richard KERR, 25/02/1980 
3 Statement of Richard KERR,26/10/1982 
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4.0 Overview of Richard KERR’s allegations to police 

KERR was admitted to Kincora on the 27th June 1975 and remained a resident there until his arrest, 
following his involvement in a series of burglaries, in October 1977; KERR was subsequently 
remanded in custody to Rathgael.  It was following this arrest that D/Constable SCULLY4 became 
concerned about KERR’s behaviour, when he [KERR] became “livid with rage” after MAINS refused to 
visit him in police custody. KERR threatened to “tell all” if MAINS did not appear.  Amongst the issues 
D/Constable SCULLY had about Richard KERR and Kincora, was the apparent “lack of discipline5” in 
the Home.  SCULLY believed there was more substance to KERR’s ‘veiled threats’ and discussed this 
with a number of social workers, though he had no evidence to substantiate his concerns.  David 
MORROW, Senior Social Worker, appears to have agreed with SCULLY’S assessment, noting that 
KERR had an “abnormal attachment” to MAINS6.   

During his time in Kincora, KERR told police he looked on Joe MAINS as “a father” and would sit in 
MAINS’ flat within Kincora, discussing his future; at times this involved alcohol consumption. KERR 
stated that MAINS never touched him or said anything to him of a homosexual manner7.   

KERR told police, however that William McGRATH was known as a homosexual in Kincora, as KERR 
had been told by other residents that McGRATH had ‘tried it on’ with them.  KERR told police in 1980 
that McGRATH “used to play around” with him and McGRATH enjoyed it “in a homosexual way”. 

Whilst in Rathgael, KERR continued to ask for MAINS to visit him8. Given that hostel staff had no 
responsibility to former residents once they move into new accommodation, it has been said this 
was an ‘unusual’ rather than regular occurrence.  

KERR has never made a complaint to police of abuse by Joseph MAINS. 

At his trial in December 1977, KERR was sentenced to Borstal training and transferred to Millisle. 
During his time in Millisle, KERR met William ‘Billy’ EDMONDS (a Medical Orderly).  Initially in 1980, 
KERR told police that when in Woburn House [Millisle] he became friendly with EDMONDS who 
“treated him differently and gave him things”.   In 1982 KERR admitted to Sussex police that 
EDMONDS “didn’t do anything” to him whilst at Millisle, but after he left there, EDMONDS 
committed buggery with KERR at EDMONDS’ house.   KERR also alleged that EDMONDS gave KERR a 
radio as a gift, following sexual relations.  KERR alleged that on two further occasions, EDMONDS 
attempted to have sex with him, but KERR says he refused.  KERR said he didn’t tell the RUC in 1980 
about EDMONDS buggering him because he was “embarrassed” and thought they [RUC] were “only 
interested in Kincora”.  EDMONDS provided a statement to the RUC in 1980 admitting to having had 
sexual contact with Richard KERR whilst he was in Millisle Borstal, placing the abuse in Millisle9. 

There was difficulty in finding suitable accommodation for KERR on his release from Millisle Borstal 
in February 1979. Kincora had allegedly been ruled out by social workers over concerns about 
possible homosexual activity there10.  In his statement, William MORRIS, a former social worker11 
highlighted that, “… it was suspected that Joseph MAINS, the Warden of Kincora, was homosexual 

4 Statement of D/CON SCULLY, 28/01/1980 
5 Statement of Clive SCOULAR, 30/04/1980 
6 Statement of David Patrick MORROW, 13/02/1980 
7 Statement of Richard KERR, 25/02/1980 
8 Two letters sent to Mr MAINS from R KERR dated 28/12/1977 and 09/01/1978 
9 Statement of William EDMONDS, 10/04/1980 
10 Statement of J KENNEDY, 21/04/1982 
11 Statement of William MORRIS, 23/09/1982 
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and believed to be having a homosexual relationship with the boy [KERR] and for the latter’s 
protection it was necessary that alternative accommodation be found”. 

In 1979, on release from borstal, KERR was placed in Williamson House for a period of 6 weeks.  
KERR told Sussex police in 1982, it was during this stay in Williamson House when he was abused by 
Eric WITCHELL. KERR told police that he had sex with Brother Eric WITCHELL.  KERR had left Millisle 
and been placed in Williamson House for a period of 6 weeks [c. February/ March 1979], during that 
time WITCHELL buggered KERR about 3 or 4 times and that alcohol was involved.  KERR stated “he 
was the first man to start me off on homosexuality”. 

5.0 Statements provided to police by Richard KERR  

Richard KERR provided two statements to the initial RUC investigation in February 1980 and a 
further statement to the Sussex police team in October 1982. The following sections are a résumé of 
the most pertinent points made in each of his three statements to police. 

5.1 Key Points from Statement of 25th February 1980 

KERR stated that whilst a resident in Williamson House he met .  They formed a 
friendship which continued when KERR moved to Kincora.  together with another male, 

, collected KERR from Kincora and frequented a number of hostelries in the 
Belfast and Larne areas. KERR stated that he only went with these men as friends and had visited 

 home where they would have drinks. 

In his statement, KERR admitted that he had gone to the Highways Hotel, Larne on 14th October 
1977 with  and  KERR was arrested for theft from the hotel on this date. 

During his time in Kincora, KERR looked on Joe MAINS as “a father”; MAINS knew about [some of] 
KERR’s criminality (i.e. break-ins).  He would sit in MAINS’ flat in Kincora, discussing his future; at 
times this involved alcohol consumption. KERR stated that MAINS never touched him or said 
anything to him of a homosexual manner.   

KERR stated that he was told by a number of other Kincora residents that McGRATH was a known 
homosexual and that MAINS knew of William McGRATH touching boys who were resident in 
Kincora.  KERR told police that McGRATH had “played around with me by pulling my jumper and 
wrestling with me.  He would pull me close to him, his front to my back, and press his belly up against 
me … I knew he was enjoying it in a homosexual way”. 

KERR clarified to police that what he had meant by his threat to “tell all” after MAINS failed to turn 
up for his court case in October 1977.  This threat related to their drinking together and that MAINS 
knew about KERR’s criminality and had knowledge of McGRATH’s “behaviour”.  

Whilst in Kincora, KERR met Stephen WARING (Kincora resident) and they became involved in 
criminality with  (Kincora resident) who KERR claimed orchestrated these crimes.  
KERR stated that he and WARING had a suicide pact, should they be caught for their crimes.  KERR 
said that since hearing the news of WARING’s death [November 1977] he had tried to commit 
suicide by slashing his wrists on several occasions. 

KERR told police that when in Woburn House [Millisle] he became friendly with William EDMONDS.  
When he was released from Millisle, KERR said that EDMONDS visited him in the Park Avenue Hotel 
and Bishops Court Hotel where he [KERR] was residing and they had drinks together. 
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Also whilst in Millisle borstal, KERR mentioned that he was visited by Eric MITCHAM [WITCHELL] who 
was dressed as a church minister but that he [KERR] hadn’t asked for this visit. 

When KERR moved to live with his aunt in Preston in 1979, he met a , who KERR 
later shared a house with.   received rent from KERR of £15 per week.  KERR stated that 
he had received the gift of a watch from  for Christmas 1979.  KERR told police “there is 
nothing going on between him and I”. 

KERR stated that he “did not make any complaints about indecent behaviour by anyone to any 
members of the welfare.  There were no complaints to make”. 

5.2 Key Points from Statement of 26th February 1980 

KERR also told police that two residents,  and , moved in 
with a retired social worker ) when they left Kincora in July 1977.  KERR claimed that 
there were rumours that  was homosexual. 

KERR stated that MAINS had asked him to give him a massage one night, whilst in Kincora; this was 
witnessed by Stephen WARING.  KERR refused.  KERR was asked by MAINS if  
ever masturbated and KERR wondered why MAINS had asked this.  

5.3 Key Points from Statement of 26th October 1982 

KERR told the Sussex team that his first statement in 1980 was true up to the point he talked about 
his friendship with Billy EDMONDS (see Section 4 above).   

In his statement in 1982 KERR also told police that he had sex with Eric WITCHELL in Williamson 
House.   

6.0 Conclusion 

It is known to the author that Richard KERR has made numerous allegations to the media; however 
the details of these have not been included in this report.  Only allegations contained within 
statements provided to the RUC and Sussex Review team have been considered. 
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1.0 Introduction 

This profile on Raymond SEMPLE is part of a wider strategic review of all Kincora-related material 
held by the PSNI. Similar profiles on the two other convicted Kincora staff have also been prepared.  

 

2.0 Background 

Raymond SEMPLE was arrested on 1st April 1980 for alleged homosexual activities at Kincora Boys’ 
Hostel.  At his trial in 1981, SEMPLE pleaded guilty to 4 counts of homosexual abuse against 2 
Kincora residents (buggery x2 and gross indecency x2) and was sentenced to 5 years imprisonment.  
SEMPLE’s sentence was longer than that of McGRATH’s (4 years imprisonment following conviction 
for 15 charges) as it was felt that his sentence should be reflective of the position of responsibility 
that SEMPLE held at the hostel.  SEMPLE was released from HMP Maze on 08/06/1984. 

 

3.0 Methodology and Information Sources 

This profile has been prepared using a variety of sources of information, though most notably has 
relied on the material contained in the RUC investigations into Kincora (1980 & 1982), the Sussex 
Police Review and associated police files1.  Open source research was also undertaken and is 
referenced where appropriate in this report.   

This profile has been written with an assumed knowledge, on the part of the reader, in relation to 
‘Kincora’ and some of the key individuals involved. 

 

4.0 Key Findings 

• Little is known about Raymond SEMPLE, particularly in relation to his life outside Kincora. 
• Unlike his fellow convicted Kincora staff members, Raymond SEMPLE, openly admitted to 

police that he was a homosexual. This was confirmed in a medical examination. 
• His ‘friendship’ with MAINS facilitated his employment at Kincora, on 2 separate occasions.  
• Unlike his fellow Kincora convicted staff members, prior to the RUC investigation in 1980, 

there were no complaints or allegations to police or social services, made against SEMPLE by 
Kincora residents. 

• Raymond SEMPLE’s sentence of 5 years imprisonment was reflective of his position as 
second-in-charge within the Hostel, as opposed to the number of charges and victims, 
particularly when compared with William McGRATH’s case.    

• There is no evidence that SEMPLE committed sexual abuse on any other Kincora resident, 
other than the two he was convicted of abusing.   

 

1 RUC Crime files C64/2/80 & C64/2/80 (1982) 
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5.0 Personal Details  

Name: Raymond SEMPLE  

Date of Birth: 6th January 1922  

Date of Death: 7th December 2010 

Last Known Address: Belfast 

Employment history:  

Shorts- Fitter’s Helper (1938 – c. 1945) 

Harland and Wolff- Fitter’s Helper (c. 1947 – 1964) 

Kincora Boys’ Hostel-Deputy Officer in Charge (08/09/1964 – 28/02/1966) and (10/06/1969 – 
suspension on 04/03/1980) 

6.0 SEMPLE’s Private Life 

Prior to his employment at Kincora, Raymond SEMPLE is known to have worked as a Fitter’s Helper 
from the age of 16.  He had volunteered with the St John’s Ambulance Service for 25 years and was 
an Officer in the 13th Belfast Brigade of the Boys’ Brigade.   He also appears to have had an interest 
in football; he was a Steward for Glentoran FC. 

When SEMPLE was interviewed by the RUC in 1980, he freely admitted to be a long practising 
homosexual.  His admission was later confirmed in a medical examination carried out on SEMPLE in 
April 19802.  During his interview, SEMPLE admitted to police that he would regularly frequent 
Botanic Gardens in Belfast to meet strangers for homosexual sex.   

No further details are known about Raymond SEMPLE’s private life.  He did not have a known long 
term partner and police do not appear to have identified or spoken to any men with whom SEMPLE 
had a homosexual relationship outside of Kincora.   

7.0 SEMPLE’s Employment in Kincora 

Raymond SEMPLE had two periods of employment as Deputy Warden in Charge of Kincora Boys 
Hostel, which included ‘living-in’.  His first period of employment began in September 1964 when he 
was aged 42.  He had applied for the post at the suggestion of Joseph MAINS, whom SEMPLE knew 
from their time together with the St John’s Ambulance Service.  SEMPLE had no formal qualifications 
relevant to this post, but did, however, work on a voluntary basis in Kincora for a number of years 
prior to his employment3.  Joseph MAINS also provided SEMPLE with a favourable reference which 
assisted him in successfully obtaining the position. 

 

2 Statement of Robert B IRWIN, 17/07/1980 
3 Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Children’s Homes and Hostels, 1985, para 3.15 & Kincora Visitors Book 

Custody Photo: Raymond SEMPLE 
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In February 1966, SEMPLE resigned from his position in Kincora Hostel, claiming that he left due to 
his mother’s ill health.   It is believed that SEMPLE resigned at the suggestion of MAINS following his 
discovery of SEMPLE’s homosexual relationship with , a Kincora resident.  After he left 
Kincora, Raymond SEMPLE worked in Harland and Wolff and Cyril Lord’s Carpets, before returning to 
the Hostel three years later4. 

In 1969 Raymond SEMPLE was again appointed as Deputy Warden in Kincora, having again applied 
for the post with the backing of MAINS. He remained in post until he was suspended on 4th March 
1980, following the exposure of the Kincora ‘scandal’ by the media in January 1980.  

8.0 Abusive ‘Relationships’ with Kincora Residents 

Raymond SEMPLE admitted to sexually abusing two Kincora residents in the early 1960s –  
 and .  and  were both also sexually abused by Joseph MAINS as 

well as Raymond SEMPLE when they were resident in Kincora.  It is also of note that the 
‘relationship’ between SEMPLE and  continued for some time after  had left 
Kincora. 

8.1   

 told police that after he left Kincora, he remained friendly with SEMPLE and continued to 
have sex with him5.  SEMPLE and  were both stewards at the Oval.  According to , the 
two men travelled to football matches together and had sex in the toilets of the train.   SEMPLE 
would also visit  in his flat where they would have sex.    claims their relationship 
continued until c. 1974. 

8.2  

When interviewed by the RUC in 1980, SEMPLE admitted to police that he had sexually assaulted 
 when he was resident in Kincora.   confirmed the abuse. 

8.3 Further Allegations 

No further allegations of abuse were made to police against SEMPLE by Kincora residents to either 
the 1980 RUC investigation or 1982 Sussex Review.  It is of note that  (ex-
resident) in his statement to police claimed that he knew that  was a favourite of 
SEMPLE’s with whom he regularly stayed at weekends [at SEMPLE’s home]6.   

Although no allegations of sexual abuse were made, , former Kincora resident, 
told police in 1980 that he had gone drinking with SEMPLE on a number of occasions to the 
Glentoran and Crusaders Clubs7.  

4 Statement of D/Con William McGLADDERY, 06/07/1980 
5 Statement of , 12/05/1980 
6 Statement of /04/1980 
7 Statement of  12/07/1982 
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9.0 Knowledge of SEMPLE’s Abuse of Kincora Residents 

Unlike Joseph MAINS and William McGRATH, prior to the 1980 RUC investigation, Raymond SEMPLE 
had not been the subject of any previous police or social services ‘investigations’ into sexual abuse 
allegations. 

Joseph MAINS was aware that Raymond SEMPLE had sexually abused  in Kincora and, 
allegedly, had told him to stop. MAINS also sexually abused    SEMPLE claims that he left 

 alone for approximately a week after being reprimanded by MAINS, before recommencing 
the abuse.  Again, MAINS spoke to SEMPLE, this time “MAINS was serious about it”8.  In February 
1966 at MAINS’ suggestion9, SEMPLE resigned from his position. 

 

10.0 SEMPLE’s Knowledge of Abuse in Kincora 

10.1 Abuse by Joseph MAINS 

SEMPLE told police that some of the boys in Kincora had complained to him that “MAINS was having 
intercourse with them10” but claims he didn’t remember the complainants’ names.   

10.2 Abuse by William McGRATH 

Raymond SEMPLE claimed that he discussed the residents’ complaints of abuse against William 
McGRATH with Joseph MAINS and that they both “tried to watch McGRATH11” to prevent further 
abuse. SEMPLE alleged that he “felt embarrassed about the complaints because MAINS had to tell 
him off about unlawful sexual intercourse with the boys during his first period of employment in 
Kincora12”.   

10.3 Co-resident Abuse 

Raymond SEMPLE was made aware of some homosexual activity between residents in Kincora.  
There is no evidence that SEMPLE did anything about these complaints.  

11.0 SEMPLE’s Association with William McGRATH 

Prior to William McGRATH starting work in Kincora in 1971, Raymond SEMPLE did not know him, 
describing him as “a complete stranger”.13  There is no evidence that the two men were ever 
anything more than work colleagues. 

 

8 Statement of D/Con W McGLADDERY, 06/07/1980 
9 Statement of D/S J MIDDLEMISS, 13/5/1980 
10 Statement of D/Con William McGLADDERY, 06/07/1980 
11 Statement of D/Con J SHORT, 14/04/1980 
12 ibid. 
13 Statement of D/Sgt WA GRAHAM, 20/05/1980 re interview with R SEMPLE on 01/04/1980 
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12.0 SEMPLE’s Association with Joseph MAINS 

Raymond SEMPLE and Joseph MAINS appear to have had a long standing ‘friendship’ for many years 
prior to becoming work colleagues in Kincora, having met through their voluntary work with the St. 
John’s Ambulance.  MAINS told police that he’d also known Raymond SEMPLE through  

 (MAINS’ fiancée) 14.   

Having previously volunteered in Kincora with MAINS, SEMPLE successfully applied for the post of 
Deputy Warden in 1964; indeed MAINS’ influence ensured SEMPLE’s reappointment in 1969. 

Outside of work, the two men often socialised together in various bars and hostelries in East Belfast 
and beyond.  They were both honorary members of the Harland & Wolff Social Club due to “their 
work with children”15. Raymond SEMPLE was also known to frequently socialise with members of 
the wider MAINS family, including . 

On two consecutive Easter holidays, Raymond SEMPLE and Joseph MAINS went on a tour of Ireland 
together in the early 1960s, accompanied by Kincora residents Hugh QUINN and .  

 also went on these trips. 

Both MAINS and SEMPLE were asked by police if they had had a homosexual relationship at any 
stage; both men denied this. 

 

 

  

14 Statement of D/Sgt J MIDDLEMISS, 13/05/1980 re: interview with Joseph MAINS 
15 Statement of , 02/02/1983 
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Programme Spotlight 

Date & Time 07.10.14 (22.42) 

Subject Kincora  

Prepared By Typist:      Jennifer Higgins 

MMU:         PC 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

This is a child abuse scandal that I began investigating over 30 years ago.  Kincora has 
raised many questions.  How could such corruption of boys in public care go on undetected 
for so long?  And still it hasn’t given up all its secrets.  Kincora was home to teenage boys in 
care about to make the transition from classroom to workplace.  But it was a haven for three 
paedophile care staff.  Warden Joe Mains, his deputy Raymond Semple and house father 
William McGrath stood trial and were jailed for sex offences against boys in their case in 
1981.  When I first began to cover the story public attention focused on William McGrath, a 
preacher, an Orangeman, well connected in unionist circles and known to leaders like Ian 
Paisley.  It’s the story of a decades long scandal.  One that continues to this day.  A story of 
horrific abuses perpetrated against young boys and of how the integrity of the State and the 
unionist establishment was put before protection of young lives.  It’s a cover up that dates 
back to the start of the conflict, but only now is the truth finally beginning to emerge.  This is 
Clint Massey, today’s he’s speaking out on a period of his life that for years he had kept in 
the shadows.  Clint entered the care system aged 10. 

CLINT MASSEY 

My mother left my father for another guy and I couldn’t get on with him, there was bad 
feeling right all round.  And somewhere along the line it was decided that I would go into a 
children’s home.  

CHRIS MOORE 

At 16 he was sent to Kincora, but like so many other abused he couldn’t tell his family about 
the abuse. 

CLINT MASSEY 

I didn’t want my mother to think of bad things that happened to me.  I didn’t want to put any 
guilt onto this woman.  And up until she died I always let her believe that I was okay in there, 
nobody touched me, nobody done anything to me in there.  After my first night there, the 
next morning that’s when it all started.  I was totally stunned by what happened.  I was, I had 
no comprehension of anything like that.  I, just, it wasn’t in my world all them things.  Getting 
woken up by this old guy’s hand inside your pyjamas, that was the shock of my wakening up. 

CHRIS MOORE 
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Clint recalls feeling powerless to do anything to stop the abuse.   

CLINT MASSEY 

Why did I not resist?  Why did I not fight back?  I couldn’t fight back.  I mean this person was 
officially my guardian.  I just could not fight back against him, this all powerful man.  

CHRIS MOORE 

His abuser was William McGrath, the most violent and prolific paedophile at the hostel.   

CLINT MASSEY 

McGrath continued to rape me right up until I left. 

CHRIS MOORE 

William McGrath was more powerful than Clint could ever have imagined.  In the ‘60s there 
was a power and authority that came from unionists within Orange lodges and which 
McGrath tapped into.  The leader of Orange Lodge 1303, he also controlled a shadowy 
doomsday organisation called Tara.  

ROY GARLAND 

He had been predicting blood on the streets, including on the Shankill, where I first heard 
him preaching and that we would have to stand up and fight the cause.  What he got was, at 
least initially, an evangelically led paramilitary group. 

CHRIS MOORE 

Here we see Tara’s banners at a religious rally in Belfast.  For God and Ireland.  Roy 
Garland was McGrath’s second in command in Tara. 

ROY GARLAND 

We were led to believe there’s this big cataclysm coming.  But in actual fact we were 
creating the problem. 

CHRIS MOORE 

The 1970s began with the violence that appeared to confirm the doomsday McGrath had 
predicted.  The onset of an IRA bombing campaign put Tara on a war footing to defend 
Ulster.  As a result they attracted the attention of British Army Intelligence.  In the 1970s 
Brian Gemmel was a young undercover Army Intelligence Captain, stationed in Northern 
Ireland, and tasked with running an agent inside Tara to investigate loyalists and in particular 
McGrath.   

BRIAN GEMMEL 
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William McGrath, according to my source in Tara, claimed to be an agent, maybe that just 
means an informant, for MI6 and then MI5.  But begs the question, what really was Tara?  
Was Tara, was it an intelligence gathering organisation in the loyalist and protestant 
community on behalf of the security service?  Or was it a means of achieving some of their 
political ends?  Was it an organisation of influence?  Was it an organisation that could 
massage events? 

CHRIS MOORE 

What undoubtedly was of interest to British intelligence was the group of unionists who were 
part of McGrath’s circle of influence.  He had the ear of the Ulster Unionist Party leaders, like 
Sir Knox Cunningham who supported Tara and Jim Molyneaux both of whom had visited 
McGrath’s house, as well as unionist leaders of the future, Reg Empey, the former Stormont 
Minister Nelson McCausland and John Laird, now Lord Laird, among them.  But they didn’t 
yet know about the dark secret Roy Garland had discovered, that McGrath had been 
abusing boys who had attended evangelical meetings.   

ROY GARLAND 

I talked to, I reckon at least a score of young people, this was serious abuse.  This man was 
dangerous, in terms of young people and dangerous in terms of politics.  I spoke to at least a 
dozen clergymen, the Orange leaders, I said to the District Master, in fact he said to me, I’ll 
put my cards on the table, I know about this man.  And he didn’t, a lot of them didn’t need to 
tell them, they knew. 

CHRIS MOORE 

Garland didn’t realise it, but complaints of abuse from residents had become an open 
secret.  For nearly two decades police, social services, and members of the Orange Order 
as well as politicians were being told about sexual abuse in Kincora.  There was a growing 
sense that the Kincora staff were either very lucky or were, for some reason, being 
protected.  So you were disappointed with the reaction to… 

ROY GARLAND 

Disappointed not the word.  We thought, we’d heard all these stories about the Soviet Union 
and the lack of freedom and the lack of transparency and so on, and we thought, it’s here, 
it’s here in Northern Ireland and this is allowed to continue.  And young kids are being 
destroyed and have been destroyed for decades.   

CHRIS MOORE 

In the mid-70s Roy Garland shared his concerns with Brian Gemmel.   

BRIAN GEMMEL 

What I was wanting from Roy Garland, who does this in Tara, what is Tara’s task? Just how 
real is it, how much is it a figment, how much is it a real organisation and who are the 
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people?  In a way what Roy wanted was to deal with the Kincora scandal and it was a kind 
of a quid pro quo, he gave me information that I agreed, and I was more than willing to do it, 
I agreed to take up the story of the abuse of boys at Kincora. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

What happened next stunned the young captain, he was summoned by one of the most 
senior MI5 officers in NI, rather than report the abuse he was told to drop his interest in Tara 
and Kincora and therefore also McGrath. 

 

BRIAN GEMMEL 

 

I was shocked, I know I’d done a good job, I’d got information on Tara, it wasn’t a lot but this 
is only the beginning of something, I had dealt with and brought to light something that was 
potentially criminal behaviour, the line was very clearly, drop this. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

The abuse at the boy’s home continued for five years after MI5 asked Gemmel to drop his 
investigation yet a later police report into Kincora would make no mention of this and instead 
would praise the co-operation of the intelligence services. 

 

But my police sources told a very different story, they complained about MI5 obstruction, 
requests to interview the MI5 officer who’d ordered Brian Gemmel to drop all interest in 
Kincora, Tara and McGrath were ignored, MI5 simply refused to produce the officer.  My 
sources say this amounted to a cover-up. 

 

The police report was written by Sir George Terry, a Chief Constable brought in from an 
English force, but as with a subsequent public inquiry MI5s involvement was never 
meaningfully investigated. 
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CHRIS RYDER 

 

I don’t think it would be an exaggeration to say that many police officers at a senior level in 
the RUC at that time believed that George Terry had been handed a great can of white paint 
and sent here to pour it over everything and cover it up and I think his report speaks for 
itself, the fact that the later tribunal didn’t produce any damning or serious conclusions again 
reflects the attitude that there’s nothing here, move on. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

The big question remains, what was so important about Kincora that had MI5 involved in a 
cover-up? 

 

PATRICK CORRIGAN 

 

That is the question to which all of Northern Ireland still awaits answers and particularly the 
boys who were abused in that home await answers, there’s still been no real accountability 
apart from the three workers who were found criminally responsible, there’s been no other 
accountability for those who perpetrated the abuse or indeed potentially those who 
authorised it or who organised a subsequent cover-up. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

Some of those abused at Kincora believe they suffered because MI5 chose to protect an 
agent and put their own operation ahead of the boys’ welfare. 

 

CLINT MASSEY 

 

I’m aware that there’s a section within the security forces who will use any means to achieve 
their goal, the fact that they had to sacrifice young boys like myself, young men like myself to 
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do it, that there is very, very hard to accept.  I want the state to answer me, was it worth it?  
Your dirty tricks, was it really, really worth it?  Did you get anything of any value out of it?  I 
would say that answer to that would be no.  It didn’t change one thing to what was going on 
in Northern Ireland, it achieved damn all.   

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

Clint’s abuser, William McGrath, served two years of a four year jail sentence, in 1990 I went 
to his home in Ballyhalbert on the Ards peninsula, I wanted to ask why the security services 
had been so keen to cover-up his crimes.  When I met William McGrath here in Ballyhalbert 
he told me he was the only person who knew the true story of Kincora, he didn’t share that 
with me then and he didn’t share it with anyone before he died taking his secrets to the 
grave. 

 

Significantly all the inquiries into Kincora have said the abuse started and finished in the 
home, all were adamant there was no paedophile ring.  But all those years ago I knew of one 
boy who told police he had been taken outside Kincora to have sex with unidentified men.  
His story blows apart the official version that has persisted for decades. 

 

32 years ago at the conclusion of the Kincora trial I tried to trace a number of the former 
residents in Kincora, one of the boys I was particularly keen to speak to was Richard Kerr.  I 
didn’t find him then but strangely two months ago he got in touch with me from his home her 
in Dallas.  He’s been living her since 1986.  It seemed he was ready to talk about his life in 
Kincora, I brought with me notes on Richard Kerr typed up in the BBC many years before.   

 

These are some notes that I have managed to keep on files, the date at the top of these 
notes is the 31st October 1983 and this is the section that I’m finding most interesting 
because it refers to diaries that I had access to for a time.  Diaries that were kept in the 
drawer of the desk in the office at Kincora and in this it tells a story about a boy from west 
Belfast being released on a number of weekends to an address in west Belfast and there’s 
nothing wrong with that except that the address doesn’t exist and according to local people I 
spoke to, that’s what I’ve written here, it has never existed.   

 

But the false address did not help me find Richard Kerr in 1982, what I didn’t know then was 
that he’d already left Belfast.  The name of Richard Kerr is prominent in here, he had a very 
important story to tell if you read these notes, it’s taken me a long time though to hear that 
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story.  Richard was in care from the age of five until he was 18, he was sexually abused at 
every public facility he was sent to.  He arrived at Kincora when he was just 14, warden Joe 
Mains appeared to have an interest in Richard’s welfare. 

 

RICHARD KERR 

 

I got close to Joseph Mains, he was the head warden of Kincora and one night he invited me 
down to his office and then he invited me to his room and then he would talk to me and told 
me that I really care for you, I really like you.  He made me feel special that first evening.  He 
offered me some whiskey and then he had some whiskey.   

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

Richard was flattered by the attention Mains was giving him but he was being lured into a 
paedophile ring. 

 

RICHARD KERR 

 

Me and my best friend we would go out on trips and one time we went to the Park Avenue 
Hotel and we would be in the lounge and we would have drinks and there was other 
gentlemen there and one of them would ask one of us to go up to the room and we would 
perform oral sex in one of the rooms at the Park Avenue Hotel and then when I would come 
downstairs we acted like nothing happened and then we’d order more drinks. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

You were what age at this time? 

 

RICHARD KERR 
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At this time I was going on 16, I was not 16 but I was in my 15 year. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

Were there other places that you were taken? 

 

RICHARD KERR 

 

There was other places.  There was a hotel in Portrush, I don’t know the name of that hotel 
but I do know it was on Main Street. 

 

CHRIS MOORE 

 

Was it ever made clear to you that by Joe Mains that you were expected to perform sexual 
favours for the other men, did he ever say that to you? 

 

RICHARD KERR 

 

No not at first, when we would drive out we would get there, it was always alcohol that I 
would be asked to drink and he would say to me that we have somebody nice, why don’t you 
go up and spend some time with him, he’s got a gift for you and they would sit in the bar 
area while I would go upstairs in the elevator to a room, we would walk in and this person 
says, well get comfortable, just relax, everything is going to be fine and they would get on 
the bed with me and we would have a sexual encounter. 

CHRIS MOORE 

What sort of gift? 

CHRIS MOORE 
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What sort of gifts did they give you, did you receive a gift? 

RICHARD KERR 

Chocolates, things like that.  A watch, a small radio, just little gifts. 

CHRIS MOORE 

The years of abuse have left Richard very damaged and in need of professional help. 

STUART COUCH 

When you’re dealing with people that have his kind of problems, they don’t recognise the 
post-traumatic stress disorder type of situation which he has.  Those who have gone through 
the kind of extraordinary stress that he has had do display these symptoms.  In some cases 
they don’t display them until later in life.  They’re able to adapt to the type of abusive daily 
routine that seems to be ordinary and then once they see that it’s not ordinary then it 
becomes one that they are feeling guilty and shameful about. 

CHRIS MOORE 

It was clear the boys in the hostel, like Richard, felt trapped and alone. 

RICHARD KERR 

I would talk to my friend when we were in our bedrooms at night and he said, it’s always best 
not to say anything Richard.  Nobody’s going to believe you. 

CHRIS MOORE 

What’s shocking is that Richard had informed the police during interviews in the early 1980s 
about being taken to hotels and private houses.  But the police rejected this as evidence of 
an organised paedophile network.  Today Richard is adamant that he and a friend of his, 
who he says killed himself as a result of the abuse, were the victims of a paedophile ring. 

RICHARD KERR 

Looking back, with an open mind, I can say that there was a vast huge group of people were 
involved in this. 

CHRIS MOORE 

So there was a network? 

RICHARD KERR 
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It was a huge network.  Because children that I have spoken to have said, this has been 
done to them.  It was done to my friends, it was done to people that I came into contact, after 
they left the home; it was surely done to people of my friends who committed suicide. 

CHRIS MOORE 

What we have revealed tonight indicates that the extent of crimes and the cover up at 
Kincora is much wider than previously thought, and casts a shadow over the cover up that 
has been denied for decades.  Richard Kerr’s testimony has strengthened demands for a full 
inquiry. 

PATRICK CORRIGAN 

What we’re talking about here is not simply what came to light in the criminal trial in 1981 
with the three men found guilty.  But what we’re talking about potentially is a very well 
organised paedophile ring.  Those boys deserve the truth and wider society deserves and is 
entitled to accountability for that sort of criminal activity. 

CHRIS MOORE 

In Great Britain the Jimmy Saville scandal has been followed by a number of deeply 
troubling cases where those in positions of power and authority appear to have failed to 
have acted on information about child abuse.  It’s for this reason that the government has set 
up an overarching inquiry into institutional abuse.  Many are calling for Kincora to be 
included in that new inquiry, among them Keith Vaz MP, chair of the Home Affairs 
Committee at Westminster.  I showed him part of Richard Kerr’s interview.  What are your 
thoughts when you hear that? 

KEITH VAZ 

Well obviously it’s pretty shocking that anyone of that age should be put through that kind of 
mental and emotional torture.  It is obviously very difficult for the person concerned to 
recount it because it’s something that must have affected deeply at that age.  This seems to 
be new information and that information needs to be put before the inquiry team so that we 
can examine everything. 

CHRIS MOORE 

Last week the Stormont Assembly called for Kincora to be included in the Westminster 
inquiry to be led by solicitor Fiona Wolff.  But central to any inquiry into Kincora is that it must 
have powers to get answers from MI5 about why it failed to report allegations of sex abuse in 
1975 and why it obstructed a subsequent police investigation.  Effectively that represented a 
cover up of the sex abuse at Kincora, but it may also have contributed to a cover up of what 
seems to have been a sophisticated and much wider paedophile ring. 

CLINT MASSEY 
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Other people were dictating our path through life there and they used that.  I just hope 
they’re proud of themselves, I really do.  No doubt they’ll, at the end of the day they probably 
think, yeah, we had to do it.  No you didn’t bloody have to do it.  If that’s the only way you 
can get a result well then you’re doing something wrong.  Surely we’re above that, as a 
society we’re far more intelligent than that.   

CHRIS MOORE 

Is it on any level, as far as you’re concerned, acceptable that an operation centred on a 
boys’ hostel should allow abuse to continue? 

KEITH VAZ 

No, and that is why, when Lady Wolff conducts her inquiry we will expect her to ask these 
questions in an open transparent way, the reasons why this was allowed to continue.  And it 
is for her to be able to probe that, but we will be expecting that to happen and we will be 
putting that to her when she appears before us. 

CHRIS MOORE 

Brian Gemmel says he left intelligence not long after his Kincora assignment.  He could no 
longer reconcile his career with his conscience. He’d been troubled for years by what had 
happened back in the ‘70s.  So what would have happened had you gone to the police?  
You could have stopped the suffering a long time earlier for some of these young men? 

BRIAN GEMMEL 

Yeah, I accept that, yeah.   

CHRIS MOORE 

In order to put that right will you be prepared to give evidence to an inquiry? 

BRIAN GEMMEL 

I will, and I deeply regret, retrospectively, that as a young man I didn’t throw my career to the 
wind.  I’m deeply sorry and I apologise to any of those victims, all of those victims who 
suffered because I didn’t do what I had the, I didn’t have the guts to do then what I’ve got the 
guts to do now. 

CHRIS MOORE 

No inquiry has ever before taken the evidence of Brian Gemmel, so central to the revelation 
of an MI5 cover up.  Spotlight asked the Home Office and MI5 for comment on the 
allegations of cover up.  The Home Office told us it would not comment on security matters 
and wouldn’t confirm or deny the identities of agents.   
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