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INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 
  

WITNESS STATEMENT 
 

 
 
I, SIS Officer A, will say as follows: 
 

1. I have been employed by the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) since August 1989 in a range of 
roles in the UK and overseas. I became a Deputy Director in 2012 and, since October 2015, 
have been Deputy Director responsible for compliance and disclosure matters. It is the 
longstanding policy of SIS that the identities of its officers, other than the Chief of the 
Service, are not publicly disclosed, for operational reasons and in order to ensure the safety 
of them and their families. 
 

2. In my current role, I oversee the compliance of SIS operations with the law and other 
relevant guidance and directives. This role includes overseeing the Service’s response to 
legal cases and disclosure requests related to a range of issues, including legacy matters in 
Northern Ireland. In this capacity, I provide assurance to C, the Service’s Accounting Officer, 
that we are effectively meeting our legal obligations.  

 
3. The Secret Intelligence Service, often referred to as MI6, was established in 1909 as the 

Foreign Section of the Secret Service Bureau. Until 1994, SIS did not have a statutory basis 
and its existence was not publicly confirmed. In 1992, SIS was formally avowed in 1992 and 
was put on a statutory basis with the Intelligence Services Act 1994. 
 

4. The role of SIS, as set out in the Intelligence Services Act 1994, is to provide Her Majesty's 
Government with a global covert capability that facilitates the collection of secret 
intelligence and mount operations overseas to promote and defend the national security 
and economic wellbeing of the United Kingdom, and to prevent and detect serious crime.  
 

5. Following the increase in the threat of Republican terrorism in early 1972, the Irish Joint 
Section (IJS) was established in response to a request for more information from the 
province by the Permanent Secretary in the newly established Northern Ireland Office (NIO), 
Sir William Nield. The IJS was established by the Security Service (MI5) and SIS, with jointly 
staffed offices in Belfast and London. 
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SIS DISCLOSURE EXERCISE 
 

6. On 18 November 2014, Sir Jonathan Stephens (Permanent Secretary, Northern Ireland 
Office), in a letter copied to many Government departments, requested that the Secret 
Intelligence Service (SIS) undertake disclosure searches for material that may be relevant to 
the Inquiry Into Historical Institutional Abuse 1922 to 1995 (HIA Inquiry) underway in 
Northern Ireland under the chairmanship of Sir Anthony Hart. The Inquiry was set up to 
‘examine if there were systemic failings by institutions or the state in their duties towards 
those children in their care between the years of 1922-1995’. 
 

7. SIS has received requests for disclosure from the Inquiry. SIS takes its disclosure obligations 
seriously and I am satisfied that the searches carried out by officers in our compliance team 
constitute a reasonable and proportionate search for relevant material on the SIS corporate 
record. These officers, and SIS legal advisers, specialise in disclosure matters and regularly 
conduct searches of this type; they also consulted the SIS records management team to 
ensure a sufficiently broad search was conducted. I know that SIS officers have made the 
Inquiry aware of the capabilities, nature and operation of our file management systems. 
Given the passage of time, any SIS account of the period in question is reliant on our written 
record. 

 
8. All material identified by SIS as potentially relevant to the HIA Inquiry has been made 

available in unredacted form for the purpose of undertaking its relevance review. SIS has 
also provided answers to all questions asked by the HIA Inquiry to their full satisfaction in 
relation to SIS activities in Northern Ireland and persons of interest to the Inquiry. This has 
resulted in requests to SIS to disclose material relating to these events. That material is 
disclosed in this witness statement. It primarily consists of open source material, as well as 
correspondence between MI5 and SIS, and MoD material. SIS has consulted MI5 and MoD 
prior to releasing material that originated from those departments. 
 

9. Where the public disclosure of information would be prejudicial to national security and/or 
the safety of individuals concerned, it has been redacted with the agreement of the HIA 
Inquiry, but with the aim, as requested by the Inquiry, of making as much information 
publicly available as possible. Where redactions have been made, a gist of the redacted 
material has been included in the witness statement. The Inquiry has nevertheless been able 
to review the complete versions of those documents.  
 

10. Certain redactions or gists relate to the use of cyphers or similar devices. SIS uses cyphers, 
codewords and nicknames for the protection of identities of people who are in some way 
involved with or of interest to the Service. They are used to distinguish a person but conceal 
the individual’s identity. These may include, but are not restricted to, SIS officers, agents and 
contacts. These terms become part of SIS’s permanent record – their use is generally 
classified as SECRET or above. We have sought to provide the individuals’ real names in 
place of the original cyphers. 

 
11. Where possible, full copies of the original documents have been made available to the HIA 

Inquiry. These documents are referred to in the text of the SIS witness statement as "Exhibit 
x" and can be found in the document Appendix. Where it has not been appropriate to 
release original documents, relevant extracts have been included in the text of the SIS 
witness statement with the full agreement of the HIA Inquiry. These documents are referred 
to as "Article x". Should any further relevant material be identified, it will be made available 
to the Inquiry.  
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12. It is a longstanding principle of successive UK Governments that we ‘Neither Confirm Nor 

Deny’ assertions, allegations or speculation in relation to the security and intelligence 
agencies, or other parts of Government. This is known as the ‘NCND principle’. This means 
that, as a general rule, the Government will adopt a position of NCND when responding to 
questions about whether the agencies are carrying out, or have carried out, an operation or 
investigation into a particular person or group; have a relationship with a particular person; 
hold particular information on a person; or have shared information about that person with 
any other agencies, whether within the UK or elsewhere. This principle exists for a variety of 
reasons, including the protection of those who work for and with the agencies, and the 
willingness to do so of those that may consider doing so in the future. 

 
13. The current threat to the UK from international terrorism is severe, meaning that an attack 

is highly likely. The threat to Great Britain from Northern Ireland-related terrorism was 
raised on 11 May 2016 to substantial, meaning that an attack is a strong possibility; the 
threat to Northern Ireland is assessed to be severe. These levels are set by the Joint 
Terrorism Analysis Centre and the Security Service (MI5).  
 

14. The protection of secret intelligence and operational intelligence activities is essential to 
enable SIS to continue to carry out its statutory national security functions, including but not 
limited to protecting the UK from the terrorist threat referred to above. There is a high 
degree of risk that SIS's current and future capability to operate secretly around the world 
would be impaired if information is publicly disclosed which is prejudicial to national security 
and/or the safety of individuals.  

 
 
WILLIAM McGRATH AND TARA 

 
15. William McGrath was a prominent member of the protestant community in Northern Ireland 

in the 1960-70s and founder of the Tara organisation. Along with Raymond Semple and 
Joseph Mains, he was convicted in 1981 for offences relating to the systematic sexual abuse 
of children at the Kincora Boys Home in Belfast. He died in 1992.  
 

16. McGrath’s name appears in SIS documents primarily in relation to his prominence as a 
leading figure in Tara. Tara was a Protestant organisation founded by William McGrath in the 
1960s. In October 1976, the security and intelligence agencies were considering the 
possibility of developing a source of reporting on the organisation. The SIS record on Tara 
includes documents obtained by Brian Gemmell from his Army records, newspaper articles, 
and correspondence between SIS and MI5. 

 
17. In the course of the HIA Inquiry, SIS was made aware by MI5 of extracts from documents 

marked with SIS file references that relate to McGrath. SIS has conducted searches to 
identify the original documents and to make such material available to the HIA Inquiry for 
review.  

 
18. The extracts begin with a document dated 18 April 1973 from Intelligence staff in Northern 

Ireland which describes McGrath as "Leader of the refurbished form of the TARA Brigade". A 
subsequent document reference (again from Intelligence staff in NI) dated 13 November 
1973 reads "Subject "gets them young and preaches religion to them" which means that he 
preaches bigotry and anti-Catholic sermons". The final document reference on the MI5 list is 
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dated 11 February 1977. There are no records to indicate that SIS was aware of McGrath's 
involvement in child sex abuse at Kincora prior to his conviction in 1981.  

 
19. On 19 October 1976, an SIS officer based in London wrote a letter to MI5 on the subject of 

William McGrath attaching a copy of a letter originating from HQ 3 Infantry Brigade based in 
Lurgan (Article 1). In his letter, the SIS officer does not state how the document was 
acquired by SIS other than to say that it was obtained unofficially. MI5 was asked to ensure 
that no action is taken without reference to SIS.  
 

 
Article 1 

 
20. The 4 page MoD letter that was enclosed is dated 28 January 1976 and also includes two 

newspaper articles published in the Belfast Telegraph and the Hibernia in October 1975 
(Exhibit 1). The title of the letter is "EXTREMIST PROTESTANTS SECRET ORGANISATION - 
TARA" and contains sections on William McGrath, Tara, Ireland's Heritage LOL 1303 and Ian 
Paisley.  

 
21. On the same day (19 October 1976), a UK-based SIS officer initiated a Minute (Article 2) for 

distribution within SIS Headquarters in London. The subject of the Minute is Tara and is a 
cover document for attached papers handed to SIS by Brian Gemmell on 15 October 1976. 
Gemmell is a former Captain in the Intelligence Corps who claims that he passed on 
information relating to William McGrath's involvement in sexual abuse at Kincora to 
Intelligence staff in Northern Ireland in the early 1970s.  
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Article 2 

 
22. The SIS officer comments that the papers attached to his Minute were obtained by Gemmell 

from his Army files and comprise a document entitled "Tara" – dated 14 October 1976 
(Exhibit 2); notes on an interview with Roy Garland, made by Gemmell and an unnamed 
Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) following a "one off" meeting with Ian Cameron – undated 
(Exhibit 3); a media article entitled "The Paradox that is Tara" (Exhibit 4); and a copy of the 
Tara proclamation (Exhibit 5).  
 

23. Three months later, on 31 January 1977, an officer from a UK-based SIS team initiated a 
telegram addressed to Intelligence staff in Northern Ireland and copied to SIS London and 
MI5 (Article 3). The subject of the telegram was "William McGrath and Tara" and refers to 
various papers handed to SIS by Brian Gemmell in October 1976; in particular to the letter 
originating from HQ 3 Infantry Brigade, Lurgan dated 28 January 1976.  
 

24. In his telegram the SIS officer confirms that a copy of the letter had been shared with MI5 
who had asked if the source mentioned in the letter could be retasked for further 
information. The letter continues with the SIS officer saying that they had spoken to 
Gemmell who raised no objection to Intelligence staff in Northern Ireland discussing the 
letter with the Army.  
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Article 3 (Page 1) 

 
Article 3 (Page 2) 
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Article 3 (Page 3) 

 

25. On 15 February 1977, an officer in SIS London initiated a telegram addressed to Intelligence 
staff in Northern Ireland and to MI5 on the subject of Tara (Article 4). Referring to a message 
initiated on the 11 February, the SIS officer begins by congratulating a member of the 
Intelligence staff in Northern Ireland for "flushing out" a source on Tara. The message 
continues with SIS London expressing interest in learning more about the organisation and 
whether Tara's recruitment campaign could offer a potential opportunity for the Irish Joint 
Section (IJS) to develop access into the organisation, if it was considered a worthwhile 
target. 
 

 
Article 4 

 
26. MI5 responded on 16 February 1977 to confirm that they considered Tara to be a 

worthwhile target and supported recruitment to penetrate the organisation (Article 5).  
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Article 5 

 
27. On 17 February 1977, Intelligence staff in Northern Ireland responded by telegram to SIS 

London's question on whether the Tara recruitment campaign could be exploited by the IJS 
(Article 6). Paragraph 1B of their telegram indicates that Intelligence staff in Northern 
Ireland knew very little about Tara's recruiting campaign beyond knowing that one existed 
and were therefore not yet in a position to identify any opportunities for the IJS to exploit. 
However, they share MI5's view that Tara is a worthwhile target and that individuals had 
briefed to "find traces on this elusive organisation". 

 

 
Article 6 

 
28. On 30 May 1977, an MI5 officer wrote to SIS in London to request information on the 

subscriber of an international telephone number, who is believed to be a contact of William 
McGrath (Article 7). A name provided by the source of the information produced no trace in 
MI5 records. This is the final piece of material in the SIS record on Tara. 

 

KIN-3512OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL



 

Page 9 of 21 

 

 
Article 7 

 
COLIN WALLACE 
 
29. SIS records indicate that Colin Wallace was employed by the Ministry of Defence as a civilian 

information officer at the British Military's Headquarters in Northern Ireland (HQNI) from 
1968 to 1975. In August 1974, he was investigated by the MoD on suspicion of leaking 
classified information to The Times correspondent Robert Fisk. This resulted in Wallace's 
resignation with effect from 31 December 1975. 
 

30. In 1981, Wallace was jailed for manslaughter, serving 6 years in prison before being released 
in December 1986 after his conviction was quashed. Wallace has been the subject of a book 
written by Paul Foot entitled "Who framed Colin Wallace" and up to present day, has spoken 
publicly about his knowledge of events in Northern Ireland in the early 1970s, particularly 
with regard to allegations relating to abuse at the Kincora Boys Home.  
  

31. SIS records relating to Colin Wallace begin in 1975 with the article published by Robert Fisk 
in The Times newspaper. The material comprises press cuttings, extracts from Hansard, 
information relating to Paul Foot's book and correspondence between Whitehall 
departments. The subjects covered relate to Wallace's resignation from the MOD, his appeal 
hearing by the Civil Service Appeal Board, his trial for manslaughter and his fight to clear his 
name.  
 

32. On 30 September 1980, an SIS officer initiated a Minute to record his comments on papers 
he had been asked to review, which were found during a search of Wallace's offices 
following his arrest by police on manslaughter charges (Article 8). The papers were passed 
to SIS to check for any information relating to the work of the Intelligence Services in 
Northern Ireland and/or indication of any contact Wallace may have had with Intelligence 
staff based at HQNI. This was to enable SIS to create an accurate assessment of the overall 
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risk to Intelligence staff, agents and potential damage to operational work in Northern 
Ireland through information Wallace may have been exposed to whilst working with the 
Army at HQNI that  he may then choose to disclose publicly. 

 

 
Article 8 (Page 1) 

 

33. The paragraph two the SIS officer begins by saying that there is no evidence in SIS records 
that in his job as Information Officer at the Army Information Service (AIS), HQNI, Wallace 
"had any access to or knowledge of IJS Operations in Northern Ireland." (The officer records 
that, in one case, SIS/MI5 contributed a background brief for a military operation which was 
later shown to Wallace by an Army officer based at HQNI. However, he believed that there 
was no mention by the Army officer of agency involvement.)  

 
34. The Minute continues with the SIS officer commenting that in the six years that have elapsed 

since he left his job as Information Officer, Wallace had demonstrated "that he is mindful of 
the provisions of the OSA [Official Secrets Act] and has not in fact publicised his knowledge of 
the Army's intelligence activities in Northern Ireland in the way that we feared he might. This 
state of affairs could obviously change under the pressures of a murder charge and the need 
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he could feel to grasp at any straw which conceivably might mitigate the consequences of his 
criminal act." 
 

 
Article 8 (Page 2) 

 
35. In paragraph 5 of the Minute the SIS officer refers to two note books that he was asked to 

examine, found by police when they searched Wallace's office after his arrest in September 
for murder. He writes "It was apparent that both note books dealt with events in Northern 
Ireland up to 1976 but not, it appeared, beyond."  It was assessed that that Wallace compiled 
and used the note books as a reference during his time in Northern Ireland.  

 
36. Continuing his description of the notebooks, the SIS officer wrote: "One note book contained 

lists of IRA personalities, the other insecure but generally brief references to a wide range of 
intelligence matters including, inter alia, the names of the (then) Head of Security Service, 
and SIS."  Further references include "notes on Arab terrorist organisations and the Japanese 
Red Army; the names of two members of the SAS" and "the name of the Head of GCHQ 
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(Leslie Hooper)." Wallace also made notes in both notebooks about the functions of GCHQ 
and that it codes and decodes Government communications. 

 
37. Drawing a conclusion to the relevance of the notebooks to SIS, the officer writes that "apart 

from the one reference to Maurice OLDFIELD as Head of the Service, I could find no reference 
to SIS or SIS personnel. We are therefore in the clear so far as these note books are 
concerned". He adds that subject to the discovery of any further documents in Wallace's 
possession "I do not think this case is likely to cause SIS much difficulty". 
 

38. One month later, on 9 October 1980, an officer in the Ministry of Defence wrote to various 
Government departments with a more detailed description of the notebooks recovered by 
police during a search of Wallace's offices (Exhibit 6). The officer comments that much of the 
information in the notebooks could have been gleaned from a careful reading of newspapers 
and from conversations with journalists in Belfast in the early seventies.  
 

39. Wallace's reasons for keeping notes are far from clear but the MoD officer surmises that he 
(Wallace) "may either have wanted to pass it on to other pressmen - perhaps Fisk - or may 
even have planned some sort of book on terrorism for which there are the rough notes". 
Neither officer from SIS or MoD, tasked with reviewing the notebooks, has made any 
reference to Wallace making notes relating to abuse at the Kincora Boys’ Home. 

 
40. On Kincora, the first document in SIS records where Colin Wallace's name appears is an 

article published in the News of the World on 21 March 1982. The title of the article is  "I'll 
expose top men's vice ring says killer" (Exhibit 7). In the article, Wallace, who at the time was 
serving a ten year sentence for manslaughter, is described as holding "the key to a growing 
sex scandal involving top members of the Establishment".  

 
41. On 12 October 1989, an SIS officer drafted a Minute to record details of a meeting with an 

MI5 officer to discuss MI5/SIS input into questions on Colin Wallace which Cabinet Office 
had requested be answered (Article 9). The questions related to Wallace's duties in 
Northern Ireland, his transfer to HQNW District in 1975, his resignation from the Civil Service 
and proceedings at the Civil Service Appeals Service, his conviction for manslaughter in 1981 
and Wallace's allegations on Kincora and that he was prevented from providing information 
which he possessed to official investigations and inquiries into Kincora. When addressing 
questions relating to Kincora, the SIS officer commented that this is one area in which SIS 
needed to conduct further research. In paragraph 5 of the minute, the officer commented: 
"We certainly ran at least one agent who was aware of sexual malpractice at the home and 
who may have mentioned this to his SIS or Security Service Case officer. Such matters were of 
no operational interest and were not pursued." 
 

42. No material has been identified on the SIS record that provides any information relating to 
the material reviewed by the SIS officer in October 1989 on which his comments in 
paragraph 5 of his Minute are based. Extensive searches conducted by SIS for the HIA Inquiry 
has failed to identify any material that enables SIS to identify the agent or the time period to 
which the SIS officer is referring.  
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Article 9 

 
 

JAMES MILLER  
 

43. On 6 August 2014, an article was published in the Belfast Telegraph reporting that Brian 
Gemmell had received information about child sex abuse at Kincora from three people 
(Exhibit 8). The names of the individuals were James Miller, Roy Garland and Jim 
McCormick.  
 

44. Searches conducted by SIS on the three names mentioned in the 2014 Belfast Telegraph 
story identified a newspaper article dated 29 March 1987, in which Barry Penrose of The 
Sunday Times stated that: “[James] Miller claims that the Intelligence services had known 
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about the activities at Kincora for a number of years and believes the boy's home was used to 
entrap men who would be blackmailed into providing information." (Exhibit 9).  

 
45. Following publication by the Sunday Times, Miller was interviewed by two government 

officials on 2 April 1987. During that interview, he explained that he had contacted Penrose 
because of his concerns "about the degree of publicity Colin Wallace was receiving." Notes of 
the interview, containing Miller's account of his dealings with Penrose and Liam Clarke of the 
Sunday Times was found in SIS records (Article 10). 

 

 
Article 10 (Page 1) 

 

46. Miller was particularly "incensed" at a Penrose story in the Sunday Times which he felt 
supported Wallace's allegations that the Security Service had "framed him". He had 
subsequently contacted Penrose by telephone and they had a number of conversations in 
February 1987 in which Miller thought he was refuting Wallace's statements. 
 

47. During his interview with the government officials, Miller said "that although he admitted to 
Penrose that he had had a brief acquaintance with McGrath from days in the TARA brigade 
and, and had heard rumours that the man was homosexual, he had "no knowledge 
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whatsoever of the Kincora home and the entrapment story, which he learnt about after his 
departure from Ulster." 

 

 
Article 10 (Page 2) 

 
 

JOHN McKEAGUE  
 

48. John McKeague was a prominent Ulster loyalist and one of the founding members of 
paramilitary group, the Red Hand Commando. Information published on-line links 
McKeague's name to William McGrath and Tara, and to his involvement in the Kincora Boys 
Home scandal. McKeague died from gunshot wounds on 29 January 1982. 
  

49. Searches carried out by SIS identified a report initiated by the Intelligence staff in Northern 
Ireland to SIS London dated 13 February 1980 (Article 11). The report begins by referring to 
individual named McGrath (first name unknown) as the leader of TARA and to his alleged 
involvement in the scandal at a Belfast Boys Home. The report states that there are 
demands for a public inquiry and that SIS London may be interested in details of information 
held on William McGrath. 
 

50. Information provided by Intelligence staff in Northern Ireland from their records confirms 
that, in 1976, McGrath "was reported to be warden of the Kincora Boys Hostel" and "our 
records suggest he is or may have been known to an agency based here or in London". The 
document continues with McGrath's reported activities and individuals with whom he is 
associated. One of the activities that McGrath is said to be responsible for is creating 
"posters reading 'Nice Boy McKeague' which appeared all over Belfast". No date is given for 
this incident.  
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Article 11 

 
51. Further searches identified correspondence originated by MI5 relating to a programme 

broadcast by the BBC on 1 June 1990. The programme was an interview with Brian Gemmell 
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in which he claimed that MI5 were planning the recruitment of an agent using threats of 
exposure as a homosexuality. The correspondence includes a covering Minute, a note by the 
MI5 officer and a verbatim transcript from the BBC programme.  

 
52. On 16 October 1990, an officer in MI5 sent a letter to SIS London relating to Brian Gemmell 

and claims he had made during a BBC Public Eye programme broadcast on 1 June 1990 
(Article 12). Attached to the MI5 letter was a note containing comments made by the MI5 
officer, entitled "Brian Smart Gemmell and MI5" and verbatim extracts from the Public Eye 
programme.  

 
53. In the opening paragraph of his covering Minute, the MI5 officer refers to assistance 

provided by SIS to track down papers which "might corroborate Brian Gemmell's claim in a 
television programme that MI5 were planning the recruitment of a Loyalist agent using 
threats of exposure as a homosexual." The officer then provides a short background 
summary on Gemmell, who was thought to be employed by British Rail at York at that time 
(in 1990). 

 
 

 
Article 12 
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54. The note attached to the covering letter (Article 13) begins with the MI5 officer saying that 
Gemmell was seen twice in London by UK based SIS officers, who introduced themselves as 
members of the Security Service. Both meetings took place in 1976; the first in May and the 
second in September.  

 
55. The note continues with the MI5 officer commenting that "the television interview itself 

highlights the dealings with Ian Cameron and then brings in the statement by GEMMELL that 
MI5 was prepared to use homosexual blackmail to effect the recruitment of a named agent 
in Loyalist circles". The officer indicates that it has not been possible to discover all the 
papers hoped for before lists his understanding of the sequence and tenor of events, which 
refer to John McKeague. 
 

 
Article 13 (Page 1) 
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56. When referring to the events dated 23 November 1976 and 9 December 1976, the MI5 
officer comments that consideration was given to the suggested recruitment of McKeague, 
using the threat of exposure of his homosexual activities in London. However, various 
objections to the proposal were voiced and doubts expressed whether management would 
accept it. The officer reinforces this in paragraph 4 by saying "There is no further mention of 
this particular recruitment proposal, and doubtless it was dropped. GEMMELL is therefore 
presumed correct in saying that MI5 was considering a homosexual compromise approach to 
McKEAGUE, but of course he was not to know that it was not pursued."   

 

 
Article 13 (Page 2) 
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57. The MI5 officer observes that the probable occasion at which the recruitment proposal may 
have been discussed with Gemmell was the meeting on the 7 September 1976. Searches 
conducted by SIS to identify a write up of the meeting with Gemmell has reached the same 
findings as the MI5 officer in October 1990: that no record of the meeting appears to exist.  

 
58. The final document in this sequence of correspondence from MI5 is the verbatim transcript 

of the interview with Brian Gemmell on the BBC Public Eye programme broadcast on 1 June 
1990. For the purpose of the broadcast, Gemmell is referred to as "James" or "J" and the 
interview begins with questions relating to Kincora (Exhibit 10). 
 

 
SIR MAURICE OLDFIELD 

 
59. Sir Maurice Oldfield, GCMG, CBE, served as Chief of the Secret Intelligence Service from 

1973 until retirement on 31 January 1978. He was born in Derbyshire on 16 November 1915, 
spending his formative years in Bakewell before attending Manchester University, where he 
gained a First in History in 1937 and an MA in 1938 for research into the position of the 
clergy in Parliament in the later Middle Ages. In the same year, he was elected to a 
Fellowship at Manchester University. In 1940 he enlisted in the Army, serving as a Sergeant 
in Field Security in Egypt, Palestine and Syria before being commissioned in 1943. He was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 1945 and continued to serve in the Military until March 
1947. On leaving the Army, Oldfield embarked on a career in the Foreign Service, occupying 
a succession of posts in London, the Far East and Washington. In 1973, Oldfield was 
appointed Chief of the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), a position he held until retirement on 
31 January 1978. 
 

60. On retiring from SIS, Oldfield accepted a Visiting Fellowship at All Souls College, Oxford, 
where he continued his early work on the medieval clergy. The following year, he was 
offered the role of Security Coordinator in Northern Ireland; an appointment announced by 
the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland on 2 October 1979. Oldfield’s role was to assist 
the Government by improving the coordination and effectiveness of the fight against 
terrorism in Northern Ireland. 
 

61. Shortly after his appointment as Security Coordinator, HMG received information to suggest 
that Sir Maurice may be homosexual. Rules on Positive Vetting (PV) at that time meant that 
homosexuality was considered a factor that would compromise someone's security status. 
This led to a review by MI5 of Sir Maurice's vetting clearance in March 1980, at which he 
admitted that he had engaged in homosexual activities throughout his career. As a result, his 
security clearance was withdrawn and he was replaced as Security Coordinator in June 1980. 
After a long illness, Sir Maurice Oldfield died in London on 11 March 1981. 
 

62. SIS is aware that, after his PV was withdrawn, MI5 conducted an investigation into Oldfield’s 
involvement in homosexual activities during his career in government service. This was in 
order to assess whether Sir Maurice may have been compromised in his role in a way that 
would be damaging to national security. SIS was not involved in the MI5 investigation and 
holds no record on the work carried out by MI5 investigators. However, SIS is aware that 
MI5 investigators concluded "that there was no evidence whatsoever to suggest that 
national security had been compromised."   

 
63. On 19 January 1982, the Sunday Telegraph published the first of two articles by columnist 

Auberon Waugh including references linking inquiries into the alleged Belfast homosexual 
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prostitution scandal with an "immensely distinguished public servant, now dead" (Articles 11 
& 12). In the second article, published on 29 January 1982, WAUGH was more specific and 
mentioned Sir Maurice Oldfield, a former Chief of SIS, by name. SIS has reviewed all the 
material it holds on its former Chief and has identified no material to indicate that Sir 
Maurice Oldfield had visited Northern Ireland during his SIS career or to associate him with 
the Kincora Boys’ Home, other than articles published in the media. Both the Sunday 
Telegraph articles have been made available to the HIA Inquiry.  

 
64. On 23 April 1987, in a written statement to the House of Commons, the Prime Minister 

Margaret Thatcher said that the Security Service (MI5) had conducted a lengthy and 
thorough investigation into Sir Maurice Oldfield's homosexual activity to examine whether 
there was any reason to suppose that national security may have been compromised. The 
conclusion was that, though Sir Maurice Oldfield’s conduct had been a potential risk to 
security, there was no evidence or reason to suggest that security had ever been 
compromised. I understand that MI5's statement to the HIA Inquiry provides details of the 
security investigations into Sir Maurice Oldfield carried out by investigating officers from 
that agency.  

 
65. On 12 February 2016, whilst reviewing MI5 material, the HIA Inquiry made SIS aware of a 

second hand account from 1983, which reported that a former member of SIS had told 
another individual that Sir Maurice Oldfield's removal from Northern Ireland related to 
events at Kincora. Searches conducted by SIS established that the former member of SIS 
who made the allegation had retired in April 1970, 13 years before the comment was made. 
Further searches conducted by SIS into the officer's allegation or the circumstances in which 
it was made found no material on the SIS record. It is my understanding that MI5 concluded 
that it was a senseless allegation. The officer concerned died in March 1985. 

 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

66. This statement is a full and accurate disclosure of the SIS material deemed relevant by the 
HIA Inquiry. I have seen nothing to indicate any involvement on the part of SIS officers in 
abuse at the Kincora Boys’ Home, or in any attempts to cover it up. 
 

67. SIS does not exploit children or vulnerable adults for operational purposes, nor tolerate their 
abuse either by their staff, or those that work on their behalf or in their support including SIS 
agents. In dealing with cases of child abuse or exploitation, our guiding principle is, as is set 
out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and in the Children Act, that the best 
interests of the child should always prevail. 

 

 
 
Signed   ______________________ 

  

SIS Officer A  
 
 

Date   _______________ 
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Document 8 - 11 February 1977

~-..:..__--- IRRELEVANT TEXT

- - --- -- - - -- - - - - -~~ DOCUMENT REFERENCE& ClASS1FlCAnON

TARA
PROTECTION OF JDEN11TY

1. nUR ING f, RecENT PRI VATE CONVERSAT IONt THE' TARA CONNAfWER, IN
EAST BELFAST SAlD THAT TARA ~'/AS PERFECTLY HAPPY TO HAVE

2. THE COt't,IANDER SAID THAT THER~ \'IAS A CA~·lPAIGN TO RECRUiT NE!;}
MEt-lBERS TO iARA, AND HE ADDED THAT THERE HAD BEEN SONE SUCCESS IN
ATTRAi;TING PE'OPLE QUOTE FRO!,t OTHER ORGAN! SAT I ONs -UNQUOTE. HE

SAID THAT THE A:10UNT' OF RECRUITING IN BELFAST \'/AS NOT S~GNIFICANT.
HIS OM~ GROUP HAS TYIENTY FIVE ~·let·jBERS SEIlWOLON HE ALSO MENTIONEo,.
mOTHER SHALL GROUp THAT EXISTED IN THE

~' TALK I NG ABOUT AR1>IS: THE CO~lfl ANDE R SA I D THAt-lW1 LL WI /.ICGIlATH,
~NOTHER PROI-I'NENi FIGURE IN TARA, HAD PROt,1ISED THE EAST BELFAST
GROUP A CONSI GNf'lENT OF THONSON t4ACH I NE {;U~S AS LONG AGO AS 1969 ••
THIS COMSfGN~1ENT HAD NEVER ~iATERfAUSe:D. HE ADDED THAT HE KNEH
THAT MCGRATH STILL OWf;;D£2,000 FOfLTHE PURCHASE OF HEAPONS N0\1
IN THE POSSESS ION OF THE CO~tMANDER.

lNTEUIGENCE REFERENCE

~

IIVFORMATION CONSIDERED -
IRRElEVANT TO mE IIIAI

IN THE PAST THERE HAVE BEEN FE~'I INDtCATJONS OF THE TARA '.Wore
OREAT UNQUOTE··S8·1I CO,l.ON THE EX f STENe!; OF A CONMf'1ANDER J N ,EAST BELFAST
I SJ IN nSELF, OF Wr,EREST.

INFORMATION CONSIOEREO lRREl.BlANT TO THE HIAI
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