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This organisation involved a man called William HcGrath (believed to 

be the leader) and the accepted aims of the unit were to take over.NI in the 

event of total civil war. 

Soon after Gemmell requested permission and 

submitted information as a result of meetings, he was s~~moned to HQNI for a 

meeting with Asst Sec (Fol) Cameron (now retired). He Has encouraged to continue 

the relationship and to involve his family. Gemmell at this time used a PR cover, 

He gained considerable information from on 

1. TARA .. 
2. Politi~a~ O~ponents of

3. IRA {TJL~ had an intelligence net). 

Reports were usually typed, some verbal and some taped. also provided 

intelligence on Paisley which in the main was only passed to Cameron and NOT 

copies to 39 Bde files •. Nearly all information of a political nature was given 

Oh'LY to Ca~eron. Gemmell believed (because of the info that had) that had 

a source in HQNI, or the Army. had po::isession of sectarian maps, a copy of 

Visor and details of unit moves 

NB This may have been WALLACE! 

NcGrath was known 

to be a homosexual. 

At Jhis point Gemmell experienced a spiritual cha~ge which resulted in him 

becoming a 'Committed Christian' and in furtherance of this through his family 

he became friendly with two men of similar persuasion in NI. 
/ 
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McCormick sugt;ested that Grer::mell E:hould interview a rr.an called .Roy G;-.rland 

who was subsequently seen by Gremmell and SGT lnt Corps (Bel:l.eved

had other meetings with Garland) (HcCormick has ei ven info to RUG and Garla.l'ld 

has been interviewed by RUC he related this interview as being with a 11Christian 

soldier".) The interview was under covert circumstances in Thiepval Bks and on one 

occasion in McCormick's home. 

Garland outlined the following:-

For many years McGrath had been involved with children. When Garland was a boy 

McGrath had collected a number of young boys around him under a "Christian banner" 

Garland was one of these boys. His (McGrath's) method was to counsel the boys 

on sexual problems wqich he persuaded them to discuss with him (usually mastur~a~~ 
... 

az;.d Christian attitudes towards it) Garland related that McGrath was running a 
..... .·;.. -~\ .. . 

Boys' Eome (not named) in Newtownards Rd, Belfast, and had recruited other known 

homosexuals to assist him. "A man like that doesn't run a Boys' home and not 

'seduce boys" was a particular comment made by Garland. NB Wallace may have been 

involved in this boys circl~ as a youth. Gemmell summarises that this boys circle 

formed the nuclep.s of TARA and also believes that Garland was in the UDR. 

Gemmell reported this information (McGrath and boys home) to Asst Sec (Pol) 

and he was summol}ed by Cameron who appeared angry and told him that homosexuality 

was dangerous and that he was to sever his connection with

Sometime later (weeks) rang Gemmell one lunchtime a~d insisted on a 

meeting. He passed information that 

This was relayed to Cameron or (also Asst Sec (Pol)) who then in 

direct contradiction to previous orders encol~aged continued contact with

said that McGrath had hinted that he had connections with the SS. Thi& was 

generally believed to be true and thought that he was being handled by RUC SB. · 

According to Gemmel this would account for Cameron's instruction to forget the 
" -homosexual allegations against McGrath and to drop his connection with 
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. 
however when it ~oas apparent that was producing better infor~ation than 

their man (McGrath?) then it was expedient to cont,inue workin Gerr.:::-.E>ll 

can offer no other solution for the dramatic t\~n around by Cameron. 

Gen~ell understood that Paisley and a female secretary of DUP were aware 

of the homosexual activities but Paisley did not act because 1-\cGrath was 

politically useful to him. Also he held office in Paisley's chnrch from which 

he should have been suspended. Gemmell was prevented from interviewing the 

Secretary by 

Ge1~ell was sent to London by Cameron and interviewed at the

by who spoke. about the possibility of being handled from 

London. Also told Gemmell that they {SS) had film of John McKeague involved 

in homosexual activities (no detail) and how susceptable would McKeague be to 

blackmail? Gemmell was aware of McKeague having already being convicted for 

offences and therefore thought that he would not be that good a subject •. 

also related to·Gemmell that he had a close friend in the RUC. PC or 

DC who in 75 was

Gemmell thinks he must have known so~ething of the homosexual activities • 

.....__ ..... 

The following were aware of Gemmell's work for Cameron and of the details 

of his reports re McGrath a~d TARA: 

1. Lt Col Int Corps 

2. Maj (lnt 39 Bde) 

3. G3 HQNI (Prot) 1975-6 

4. SGT   Int Corps 

A check of 1.23 Int Sec 102 1 s for reports. ,. 

Q Was this information deliberately kept from RUC. 
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·A Yes. Cr. :ins;.ruction all t!'.iz ;.as c:.assified .Sec UI; Evee 'J...' u:;:.,y 

'1~ R: aJC.. ~ ~C\:' tc ·1> ~ ~·'-!Cd ~ v\10:5 tJz_ .fS"': Oh. k ~·vu..) 
Ge::Jm<;>ll is act:ivel~· engac;ed in furtherinr; his interest in the work of the 

"Committed Christic.ns" - He left lnt work becaus·~ he could not rel&.te i:is nt:'w 

found Christian morals with the type of work with which he had been involved 

in NI. 

.• .... . .. 

Capt 
RMP 

• .f 

.. -·-
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FROM 

DATED AND RECEIVED 19/20.7.82 

!~MEDIATE DESKBY 200800 

ADDRESSEE ONLY 

FOR DIR AND 

BT 

TO SNUFFBOX IM~EDIATE DESK BY 080

FILE: 

IN SNUFFBOX FOR DIRECTOR ' 
IN FOR A/DCI AND DCI REP KNOCK 
FM 
RUC I~VESTIGATION INTO KINCORA 

1. SIB/ VISITED ON 19 JULY. HE 
REPORTED IN CONFIDENCE THAT HE AND RUC/SUPT CASKEY INTERVIEWED 
(AND TOOK A STATEMENT FROM) GEMMEL ON 16 JULY. HAD PREV­
IOUSLY SET THIS MEETING UP BY TELEPHO~E. DURING THEIR CONVERSATION 

~ HE HAD ADVISED GEMMEL THAT HE SHOULD RESTRICT HIS COMMENTS/ANSWERS 
TO CASKEY'S CURRENT INVESTIGATION. HE HAD ALSO ADDED THAT QUOTE 

WAS STILL OF USE UNQUOTE THUS INFERRING IT 
WAS A SUBJECT BEST AVOIDED. 

2. AT THE START OF THE INTERVIEW CASKEY HAD EXPLAINED TO GEMMEL 
THAT HE WAS PRI~ARILY INTERESTED IN GEMMEL'S INTERVIEW WITH ROY 
GARLAND IN 1975, WHAT HE HAD LEARNED AND WHAT HE DID WITH THIS 
I N F 0 RM AT I ON • 
/3 ... 
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PAGE TWO 

. 
3. GEMMEL EXPLAINED THAT AS OC 123 INT SECT HQ 39 BDE HE HAD CARRE 
OUT NUMEROUS INTERVIEWS I~ 1975 WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE MEMBERS 
OF VARIOUS LOYALIST GROUPS IN BELFAST. ONE ORGANISATION OF 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST HAD BEEN TARA. HE HAD BEEN ACCOMPANIED ON A 
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS BY CPL INT CORPS WHO WAS A MEMBER 
OF HIS INT SECT. THROUGH HIS OWN QUOTE EVANGELICAL CONTACTS IN 
BELFAST UNQUOTE GEMMEL HAD INTERVIEWED TWO PROMINENT LOYALISTS: 
FIRST W J MCCORMICK AND THEN THROUGH HI~, ROY GARLA~D (NOTE BOTH 
OF THESE MEN HAVE RECENTLY GIVEN STATEMENTS TO CASKEY AND CONFIRMED 
THAT THESE INTERVIEWS TOOK PLACE.) GARLAND HAD TOLD GEMMEL THE 
FOLLOWING: 

A. THAT WILLIAM MCGRATH WAS AN EVIL MAN, A SEXUAL DEVIANT WHO 
UNDOUBTEDLY CORRUPTED THE BOYS IN HIS CARE. 

B. MCGRATH OWED GARLAND £2000. 

C. GARLAND HAD MARRIED IN APPROX 1974 AND HIS PREVIOUS HOMOSEXUAL 
EXPERIENCES AS A JUVtNILE WITH MCGRATH WERE CAUSING HIM EMBARRASSMENT 
GEMMEL COULD NOT ELABORATE ON THIS. 

4. GEMMEL SAID TH~t HE SAW GARLAND ON TWO OCCASIONS ALTHOUGH IT 
WAS POSSIBLE THAT CPL ~IGHT HAVE SEEN HIM ONCE MORE. 

5. FOLLOWI~G HIS INTERVIEW WITH GARLAND, GEMMEL HAD PRODUCED A 
FOUf PAGE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SOURCE REPORT (MISR) WHICH HAD A 
RESTRICTED CIRCULATION OF 3 COPIES. HE WAS SURE THAT ONE COPY HAD 
GONE TO ASP ( I AN CAME RON). .- · · 
1'f; II ...... ,_, •• ••• _...,~f'IU . . . 
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6. CONFIRMED THAT NO REPEAT NO MENTION WAS MADE OF 
DURING THE INTERVIEW WITH GEMMEL. 

7. COMMENTED THAT THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW GEMMEL HAD 
APPEARED RELAXED AND CO-OPERATIVE. HE MADE NO ATTEMPT TO 
WIDEN THE DISCUSSION BUT REMAINED CONTENT TO CONFINE HIS ANSWERS 
TO CASKEY 7 S QUESTIONS WHICH vJERE CENTRED ON GARLAND.AFTER THE INTERVFJ 
~SKE~ TOLD I~AI HIS NEXT STEP WAS TO TRACE AND INTERV!~~ 
lN CAMERON AND CPL (NOW SSGf ). CASKEY 

"g\jb TRtn-"'BEFORE DOING THIS HE PROPOSED DISCUSSING THE MATTER AT 
HQ RUC ( HAS CONFIRMED THAT HE SAW CASKEY WITH H/SB ON THE 
MORNING OF 19 JULY). HE ALSO WISHED TO FIND THE MISR PRODUCED FROM 
THE GARLAND INTERVIEW AND WHAT ACTION WAS TAKEN ON IT. 

8. GEMMEL'S INTERVIEW WITH MCCORMICK ON 25 MARCH 1975 (WHICH INCLUB 
AREQUEST FOR AUTHORITY TO APPROACH GARLAND) IS FILED ON 
W. RESPONDING TO T~IS REQUEST WROTE A NOTE 
FOR FILE RECORDING THAT GEMMEL AND WERE TOLD ON 4 APRIL 
1975~BY ASP AND THAT QUOTE IT WAS IN ORDER FOR GARLAND TO BE 
INTERVI£WED ON THE·~s1RI~T UNDZERSTANDING THAT THE OVERT AND CLEARLY 
EXPRESSED REASON WAS A REQUI BEMENT FOR INFORMATION ON TARA. IT WAS 

EMPHASISED THAT THE ARMY HAD NO INTEREST IN INVESTIGATION OF DEVIANT 
~XUAL ACTIVITIES OR RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF THE GROUP WHICH WAS SOLELY 
~E FUNCTION OF A SPECIALIST SECTION OF THE RUC. THEREFORE THIS DIS­
©SSION SHOULD BE STEERED AWAY FROM THIS TYPE OF ~SSUE. ANYTHING 

GARLAND MIGHT SAY ABOUT PERESONALITIES INVOLVING PARTICULARLY 
.•• 
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WOULD BE OF INTEREST UNQUOTE. THE GARLAND TRAILS ENDS THERE. 
WE HAVE NO OTHER PAPERS ON HIM NOR DO WE (OR  KNOW WHERE THE 
Ml SR WAS FILED. THE ARMY ARE NOW ATT§MyPTING TO LOCATE THIS DOCUMENT 

~P\~f(.t. .. 
9o WE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED SGT INTERVIEW WITH 
ACOS G2 ( ). ALTHOUGH IS AWARE OF THE CASE ACOS 
~LT THAT ESTS WOULD BE BEST SERVED BY NOT SPEAKING TO HIM 
PRIVATELY BEFOREHAND. HE ASSESSED CASKEY AND TO BE WELL 
AWARE OF OUR INTERESTS IN THIS MATTER AND THOUGHT IT BEST TO LET 
MATTERS TAKE THEIR COURSE. 

10. HSB HAS ASKED ADCI, DCI REP KNOCK AND TO DISCUSS THE 
STATE OF PLAY AT 1000 20 JULY. WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE TO 
ATTEND:~ ·,~·~, . 

WILL THEREFORE REPRESENT HIS INTERESTS. 
= 
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