Statement of Sergeant Q to the Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry

KIN-2560

I “ say the following to the Inquiry into Historical Institutional Abuse 1922 to
1995 (the HIA Inquiry):

1. Iretired from the Army in September 1998.

2. T have endeavoured to assist the inquiry to the best of my ability. However I have been
asked to recall events that took place some 40 years ago about which I have limited

recollection.

Background

3. Between June 1974 and June 1976 I was posted to Northern Ireland. T was attached to

123 Intelligence Section, Headquarters, 39 Brigade.

4. When first posted to Northern Ireland I held the rank of Corporal. I was subsequently

promoted to Sergeant. I held this rank when the events described below took place.

5. My role focussed on the Protestant community and involved obtaining, collating and
disseminating information. This work sometimes involved me talking directly to

sources.

6. Captain Brian Gemmell (known to us as “Archie”) took command of 123 Intelligence
section in late 1974. Captain Gemmell was a young and mexperienced officer. He was
an evangelical Christian who, as T recall had been led into an evangelical set while
studying at Belfast University. I also believe he had been involved in a fatal Road Traffic
Accident (RTA) in Germany. His main interest appeared to me to be associating with

evangelical society.

First meeting with Mr McCormick

7. TARA was a protestant extremist group operating in Northern Ireland. TARA was very
little spoken about in both military and Protestant circles. TARA was not a high priority
and the Army did not have a lot of information about it. What we did know about
TARA was very vague. I recall that it was seen as a Doomsday sect. T was also aware of

innuendo around TARA group members’ homosexuality.
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8. William McGrath was involved with TARA. I never met or had dealings with Mr
McGrath and do not know of any Army or Security Service Officers who did. T recall

that the reports we had about Mr McGrath were sketchy.

9. I believe that Captain Gemmell had learned from his evangelical set that a Roy Garland
was having difficulties with Mr McGrath. Mr McCormick, a man who I believe was
known to Captain Gemmell through his evangelical connections, was understood to have
mformation about these personal difficulties between Mr Garland and Mr McGrath. 1
believe that Mr Garland had indicated to Mr McCormick that he would be agreeable to
providing the MOD with information about TARA. Captain Gemmell and I therefore
attended Mr McCormick’s house to interview him and to try arrange an introduction to

Mr Garland.

10. T am certain that both Captain Gemmell and I visited Mr McCormick at his house. (I
can remember that when Captain Gemmell sat down he somehow dislodged his weapon

and it fell on the floor. I found this embarrassing at the time).

11. In my 22 July 1982 Statement to the RUC, which I have been shown, I stated that Mr
McCormick told us in the course of our conversation that Mr Garland’s problems with
Mr McGrath were related to “perversion and evil activity by McGrath”. 1 believe 1 was
referring to sexual abuse that Mr Garland said he had suffered at the hands of Mr
McGrath. I do not recall if Mr McCormick mentioned the kind of abuse in question or
whether other boys had suffered similar abuse. Mr McCormick did not mention the
name “Kincora” but he may have said that Mr Garland had attended a boys’ home
somehow connected to Ian Paisley’s Presbyterian Church. Mr McCormick agreed to

provide us with an introduction to Mr Roy Garland.
Roy Garland (First Meeting)

12. Accompanied by Captain Gemmell, I first met Mr Garland at Mr McCormick’s house. I
believe Mr McCormick was present but I cannot be sure about this. The purpose of the
visit was to have a general background discussion with Mr Garland and to see if he

would be prepared to talk to us.
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13. So far as I can recall Mr Garland said in the course of our conversation that he had been
abused by Mr McGrath — although the language used at the time was different to now
and I don’t think T fully understood the meaning or significance of what was being
explained to me. I think Mr Garland also mentioned wider abuse at a boys” home but
he did not provide the name “Kincora”. Mr Garland mentioned that the boys’ home
had some connection with Ian Paisley and that, as he thought public figures in the

Protestant community were aware of this abuse, he was afraid to go to the police.

14. T arranged to meet with Mr Garland again for a further discussion.

Roy Garland (Second Meeting)

15. Before T could meet with Mr Garland T was instructed by Captain Gemmell to cut off
contact with him. T was not given a reason for this other than it was a direct order from
HQNI. This instruction was then reversed. (I believe the decision was reversed within a
day or two of its being made but I canniot be certain of that.) Captain Gemmell made
clear, however, that I was to confine my discussions with Garland to potential extremist
activity and keep away from sexual matters. I was concerned that this would not be
possible given Garland’s interest in discussing these matters and said this to Captain

Gemmell. Captain Gemmell also appeared to find the instruction extraordinary.

16. I accordingly met with Mr Garland and brought him back to 123 Section HQ for
interview. I am certain that Captain Gemmell was not present. I met with Mr Garland

and carried out this interview alone (save that it was being monitored by Corporal

17. In the course of my interview Mr Garland again referred to the abuse of boys at a boys’
home connected to the protestant community. I do not believe he mentioned the name
“Kincora”. Mr Garland appeared to think that Mr McGrath may have intended to use
this to blackmail the boys when they moved into political life. As a result of the limits set
for the interview I do not think we gained much further information than was gleaned at

the previous meeting.

18. No tape recording was made by Corporal - as the tape equipment failed. I took

notes of the interview. These would have been destroyed when I typed up my report. 1
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believe I typed a report of this meeting and handed it to Captain Gemmell but I cannot
recall if the final report was issued in my name or in Captain Gemmell’s name. I do not

know if Captain Gemmell produced a MISR.

19. 1 have had produced to me Exhibit 1 [KIN 30297] a document dated 28" January 1976
serial number 13912/2 and produced by Major Halford-MacCleod. I say in my
statement of 22™ July 1982 Exhibit 2 [KIN 30148] that this document was shown to me

in the course of my police interview. I have no recollection of it now.

20. To the best of my knowledge it accurarely records information provided to me by Mr
Garland (as well as additional information that I assume came from other reports).
However I do not know who Major Halford-MacCleod is, the reason this report was
made, or on which documents it was based. It appears from the document that Major
Halfor-MacCleod was the G2 at 3 Brigade, 123 Int Section was in the 39 Brigade area. 1

do not know what his interest in these matters was.

21. T have also had produced to be Exhibit 3 [KIN 30313] an undated typed document and
Exhibit 4 [KIN 30162] a witness statement in my name dated 23" December 1982. 1
have no recollection of seeing either of these documents before and am unable to

comment on their contents.

22. 1 did not meet with Mr Garland again after my second interview with him. T was not
instructed to break off contact. I never considered him to be a suitable long term source
of information. I do not know if Captain Gemmell ever met with Mr Garland again.
While 1 would be surprised if Captain Gemmell met him in a professional capacity, he

may have seen him at evangelical meetings.
Roy Garland (General Observations)

23. Mr Garland never explained how he knew that boys were being abused in a boys” home
(i.c. whether he had inferred it or whether he had any direct knowledge of these events).
Having been instructed to avoid discussing sexual matters with him, I did not pursue the

point.
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24. T am not sure how much I believed Roy Garland at the time. Firstly he appeared to be
lacking in confidence and his statements were not robust. And secondly I had never
heard of this sort of thing at the time and the claims sounded so extraordinary. I think I

would have considered them differently had Mr Garland made these claims today.

Detective Superintendent Caskey’s Investigation

25. T have had produced to me as Exhibit 2 [KIN 30148] my witness statement dated 22"
July 1982 produced as part of the Caskey investigation. I confirm that this statement is

accurate to the best of knowledee.

26. I have also been shown Exhibit 5 [KIN 30146-30147] (two pages of Captain Gemmell’s
witness statement in which he sets out his version of these events). I can confirm that
Caprain Gemmell 1s mistaken in his account. As set out above, Captain Gemmell did not
meet Mr Garland and take him into 39 Brigade Headquarters for interview. I carried out
Mr Garland’s second interview and Captain Gemmell was not present. I think that
Captain Gemmell must have been confused between two contacts when he gave his

account.
Conclusion

27. T have no reason to doubt that Captain Gemmell passed Mr Garland’s information about
abuse at a boys’ home insofar as it was referenced in my report through the chain of
command. I did not personally follow the matter up. I was never ordered to supress any

mnformarion about the boys” home I now know to be Kincora.

I confirm that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Dated 05 July 2016
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