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the four of us in Australia. That was when | found out | had family in Ireland. |

then went over to Ireland to meet her. | went back in 2010 with my wife to visit.

| never received a birth certificate as a child. | eventually obtained one through

the Immigration Department in Perth when | was getting married.

| found out about the Redress Scheme after the deadline and | missed my
opportunity to apply. | still see boys from Clontarf at meetings which | attend

now and again.

My life in institutions has had a profound impact on me. | have always wondered
what it would have been like to have had a family - a mother and father and
brothers and sisters. | never got the chance to find out because | was sent to
Australia. We were exported to Australia like little baby convicts. It is hard to
understand why they did it. | know the theory — to populate Australia. | still
cannot get over the fact that | was taken away from a family | never got the
chance to know. | was treated like an object, taken from one place to another. |
found it very hard to show affection to my children when they were young. |
have improved as the years have gone on. | have a nightmare every night of my

life. | relive my past and | am happy when daylight comes.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed

Dated

HIA 324 PRIVATE 7
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1 Monday, l1lst September 2014
2 (11.00 am)
3 OPENING REMARKS BY CHAIRMAN
4 CHAIRMAN: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
5 I would like to welcome you to the opening day of
6 the public hearings of the second module of the Inquiry
7 into the Historical Institutional Abuse iIn Northern
8 Ireland. The unusual aspect of today®s proceedings is
9 that this module will be devoted to examining the
10 experiences of fifty applicants to the Inquiry who live
11 in Australia. These are individuals who were in
12 institutions in Northern Ireland, from which they were
13 sent to Australia, almost all of whom went in the years
14 after the Second World War.
15 When we publicised our existence in Australia last
16 year, we received a very large number of applications.
17 As a result of what we were told by the Australian
18 applicants, we decided that these matters required
19 investigation, and so we sent teams from the Inquiry to
20 Australia for about a month at a time in the autumn of
21 last year and again earlier this year.
22 The teams were made up of members of our
23 Acknowledgment Forum, members of our legal staff and
24 witness support officers. They went to Australia for
25 two reasons: first of all, to enable those living in

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 Australia to have the same opportunity to describe their
2 experiences to the Acknowledgment Forum as applicants
3 who live in Northern lreland and elsewhere; secondly, by
4 recording witness statements from them, our legal team
5 were able to gather a considerable amount of information
6 in relation to those matters which the Inquiry will now
7 investigate.
8 I want to express my thanks and those of my
9 colleagues to all those in Australia who have come
10 forward to assist the work of the Inquiry and who have
11 provided us with many documents which have helped us to
12 assemble the information which will be presented in
13 these public sessions iIn the coming weeks.
14 This information has revealed that approximately 130
15 young children from Northern Ireland, children who were
16 in the care of voluntary institutions or state bodies,
17 were sent to Australia as child migrants between 1922
18 and 1995, those being the years with which the Inquiry
19 IS concerned.
20 We have set aside three weeks of our programme to
21 examine their evidence and during that time we will
22 receive evidence from most of the applicants who have
23 contacted us. 1 say most, because a small number wish
24 to speak to the Acknowledgment Forum only and did not
25 wish to take part in these public hearings. We expect

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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that all but three of the witnesses who will give
evidence will do so by Livelink from Australia, while
others who have made statements will have those
statements read out to the Inquiry.

Not everybody will be giving evidence in person by
Livelink, because it i1s clear from their statements that
many have little recollection of their time in Northern
Ireland or of the circumstances surrounding their
travelling to Australia. That is not surprising,
because some of those children who were selected were as
young as 5 years old and many were 8 or under.

Although i1t i1s common for courts in Northern lreland
to receive information from witnesses from locations all
over the world by way of a live television link, the
Inquiry is unusual because so many witnesses will be
giving evidence iIn this way. Many of those witnhesses
are retired, and i1t is more straightforward for them to
give evidence to us here in Northern Ireland from
a location iIn Australia, because the logistical and
other difficulties involved In moving the entire Inquiry
and our staff to Australia would be very great.

Modern technology enables us to speak directly to
individuals in Australia, and 1t iIs a sign of our
commitment to this part of our Inquiry that not only

have we sent members of the Inquiry to Australia and

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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made these arrangements for witnesses to give evidence
by way of Livelink, but we have arranged for today-"s
opening to be transmitted to Australia.

I also want to take this opportunity to express my
thanks and those of my colleagues to the authorities iIn
Australia who have made available Family Courthouses iIn
Perth and Melbourne so that our witnesses can give their
evidence from those locations. We are most grateful to
Chief Justice Thackray of the Family Court of Western
Australia and to his staff and to the staff of the
Family Court of Australia at Melbourne for their
invaluable help in making it possible for witnesses to
give evidence by Livelink.

I want to add our thanks to the staff of the Child
Migrants Trust and to the staff of Tuart Place, who have
been most helpful in facilitating contact between
a number of witnesses and the Inquiry.

As will become clear during this module, in their
witness statements many of those who will give evidence
describe their experiences after they arrived in
Australia in shocking terms, setting out In graphic
detail their descriptions of the severe hardships and
grave sexual and physical violence to which they say
they were subjected as children in the institutions to

which they were sent in Australia.

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 However, 1 have to emphasise that this Inquiry 1Is
2 limited to what happened to children iIn Institutions in
3 Northern lIreland. By the Act of the Northern lreland
4 Assembly under which we operate and our terms of
5 reference this Inquiry does not have the power to
6 investigate what happened to those child migrants in
7 those Australian institutions.
8 This does not mean that their accounts of their
9 experiences in Australia will be swept under the carpet.
10 I want to assure them that that will not be the case.
11 Their evidence will be given In public either In person
12 or through their statements, and all of the evidence
13 will be published on our Inquiry website. Those who
14 wish to familiarise themselves with these accounts will
15 be able to do so, whether they live in Australia or
16 elsewhere.
17 In addition, at the conclusion of this module
18 arrangements will be made to furnish these statements to
19 the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
20 Child Sexual Abuse, which is presently carrying on its
21 work in Australia. That will ensure that these matters
22 are drawn to its attention, and 1 urge any of the
23 applicants to this Inquiry, and indeed anyone who has
24 had a similar experience, who may be following the work
25 of this Inquiry, to contact the Royal Commission if they

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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have not already done so.

I want to thank the Royal Commission for the
assistance they are giving to this module of our
Inquiry. They have made available several of their
staff to support our witnesses as they give their
evidence in Perth and in Melbourne. This means that we
are able to provide the same types of support and
counselling to those witnesses as we provide to
witnesses when they give their evidence here in Northern
Ireland, and we are extremely grateful to the Royal
Commission for this invaluable help.

In a few moments I will invite Miss Christine Smith,
QC, who is the Senior Counsel to the Inquiry, to outline
the background to child migration to Australia from the
United Kingdom in general and from Northern lIreland in
particular, but before she does that there is one other
matter that 1 wish to mention at this stage.

We have adopted a policy of giving anonymity to
witnesses who are applicants to the Inquiry, because we
know that many of those who speak to us have never
described their experiences in public or told their
closest relations what happened to them. We know that
describing their experiences in public is not easy for
them and can involve considerable stress and upset. To

help make the process as stress-free as possible we have

www.merrillcorp.com/mls



Day 42

HIA Inquiry 1 September 2014

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 8

given everyone a designation by which they will be
referred in documents published by the Inquiry. So far
some individuals who have already given evidence in
Northern lreland have chosen to waive their anonymity
and that i1s entirely for them to decide.

We are treating the Australian applicants iIn exactly
the same way and so we have given them anonymity as
well. Some of them may wish to waive their anonymity;
others may not wish their names to be given in public.

As | have explained, our powers only extend to
Northern lreland and so we cannot enforce in Australia
or anywhere else the right to anonymity in Australia of
those Australian applicants who wish to remain
anonymous. However, | appeal to the media in Australia
and anywhere else outside Northern Ireland not to add to
the distress that taking part in this process will
inevitably inflict on those witnesses by publishing
their names and to respect the desire of those who wish
to remain anonymous.

Ms Smith.

OPENING REMARKS BY COUNSEL TO THE INQUIRY
MS SMITH: Good morning, Chairman, Panel Members, ladies and
gentlemen.

Before commencing my opening remarks 1 should like

to express thanks to those members of the Inquiry staff,

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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24 High St., Fremantle WA 6160 Ph: 08 6140 2380 Freecall: 1800 619 795
Fax: 08 9382 4114 admin@tuartplace.org www.tuartplace.org

9th August, 2013

Sir Anthony Hart

Chairman

Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry
P O Box 2080

BELFAST,

NORTHERN IRELAND

BT19QA

Dear Sir Anthony,

Please find attached a Report on the Impacts and outcomes of child migration
experienced by former child migrants from Northern Ireland

This Report was prepared by Tuart Place to provide background information relevant
to applications submitted to the Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry by former child
migrants from Northern Ireland.

Each former child migrant in contact with your Inquiry will have an individual account
of how they were affected by their time in Northern Irish institutions and their
migration to Australia, however some impacts of child migration are common to the
entire group.

This Report focuses on those impacts and outcomes that were universal, or were
experienced by the very great majority of child migrants.

We hope the Report will assist in informing the Inquiry about the particular
circumstances of children sent to Australia from Northern Ireland under the UK child

migration schemes.

Yours sincerely,

B il iy

Dr Philippa White
Director, Tuart Place
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Impacts and outcomes of child migration experienced by former child
migrants from Northern Ireland: A Report by Tuart Place

Introduction

This Report examines the impacts of child migration on former child migrants from Northern Ireland,
and identifies common outcomes experienced by this group. Information was gathered from a
series of reports and publications, and from the personal statements of former child migrants,
documented by Tuart Place. The first section of the Report outlines the legislative basis for child
migration, provides statistical data, and refers to three official reports on child migration published
in the 1940s and 50s. These reports provide a context for the policies and practices of child
migration and reveal the attitudes to child welfare and contemporary professional knowledge at that
time.

The second section of the Report describes the treatment of child migrants in Australia and identifies
a failure in the duty of care exercised by authorities involved in child migration. Specific harms
experienced by the great majority of child migrants, such as lack of access to personal information
and records, loss of connection to family and local communities, loss of personal and national
identity, loss of cultural heritage, and loss of connection to country of origin are discussed in greater
detail.

The Report concludes with an outline of previous responses and reparations offered to people
harmed by the experience of child migration, and a summary of key issues identified in the Report.

Legislative basis for child migration

The legislative basis for child migration was provided by the Empire Settlement Act 1922 (UK), which
was reactivated after WWII, when the British Government, in partnership with the Australian
Government, entered into agreements with each of the sending agencies. Sending agencies such as
the Sisters of Nazareth, the Christian Brothers and Barnardos were responsible for the
administration of the schemes. They were required to provide information to the UK Secretary of
State for his authorisation to migrate children. However, as stated in the Australian Senate’s report
on child migration, the British Government effectively ‘out-sourced’ the task of child migration to
the charities and religious organisations, noting that: “it appears that in practice [the sending
agencies] dealt with all decision-making processes and procedures in relation to the selection of

children, consents and migration arrangements”®.

Statistical data
e Of the 1,355 children sent to Australia from the UK under post-WWII Catholic migration
schemes, 1,096 were received by orphanages in Western Australia.
e Of these, 310 children were Maltese, 303 of whom were sent to WA.
e Of the 793 Catholic child migrants sent to Australia, an estimated 112 were sent from
Northern Ireland, and were placed in orphanages formerly operated by the Christian
Brothers and the Sisters of Mercy and Nazareth in Western Australia.

These 112 children were selected for migration by local authorities in Northern Ireland and were
sent to Australia via England. Typically, children left Belfast by ferry, then travelled to London by
train. All departures for Australia took place from the port of Southampton.

! Senate Community Affairs References Committee (2001). Lost Innocents: Righting the Record, Report on Child
Migration, Commonwealth of Australia, August 2001. p.26.
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The whereabouts of all 112 former child migrants from Northern Ireland is not known. Of the 69
known to Tuart Place, six are deceased; three live overseas; and five live interstate (four in Victoria
and one in Queensland).

Motivations underpinning child migration policy

The motivation for choices made by governments, religious orders, and local authorities involved in
sending children to Australia is the subject of analysis in published reports and other literature, and
there is widespread consensus that motives were ‘mixed’2. It is well recognised that child migration
policy was underpinned by a genuine philanthropic desire to rescue children from destitution and
neglect and send them to a better life in the Colonies”3. However, child migration was also seen to
be of economic benefit to those responsible for sending children and to the countries receiving
them, and to be driven by motives other than the best interests of the child.

The Report of the Lost Innocents Senate Inquiry states that:
[D]uring and immediately after World War Il there was a concerted effort within Australia to boost
immigration to Australia of preferably British migrants, including child migrants. Dr Constantine
noted, however, that in the United Kingdom, the studied effects of wartime evacuation and family
separation confirmed the more widely publicised view in official and professional circles of the
importance of stable child-parent relationships for the psychological well-being of children. These
conclusions led to a questioning of the appropriateness of child migration as a child care practice.*

The Curtis, Moss, and Ross Reports
In 1945 the United Kingdom Government appointed the Care of Children Committee (the Curtis
Committee) to report on the care of children. The Committee identified the conventional natural
family as the unit most conducive to the well-being of children. The emphasis they placed on the
psychological and not just the physical needs of children signalled an important shift in professional
child care thinking. In its conclusions, the Curtis Committee emphasised that local authorities and
voluntary societies caring for children ‘deprived of a normal home life’ should attempt to replicate
the ‘natural family’ as far as possible in child care practice.
The Committee concluded that the emigration of children in care should remain open for those with
‘an unfortunate background’ and who ‘express a desire for it’, with the important caveat that the
treatment of children sent overseas should not be less satisfactory than the care which they should
receive in the United Kingdom (emphasis not in original) °.

Two major investigations into the situation of child migrants were conducted by British government
officials in the 1950s. These led to the publication of two reports — the Moss Report in 1953 based
on John Moss’s visit in 1951-52; and the Ross Report in 1956 based on a UK official fact finding
mission.

While the Moss Report commented favourably on several Australian institutions, as Dr Stephen
Constantine of Lancaster University points out, the necessary reforms that John Moss sought to
encourage were still guided by principles outlined in the Curtis Report®. Assessing some institutions,
Moss was critical of their accommodation and facilities and of their isolation, expressed concern
about single sex establishments, and drew attention to a lack of trained staff. He was keen to see
more effort to encourage integration of children with the wider community and wanted to see more
use of employment and vocational guidance services. He also urged the societies to abandon

2 For detailed analysis, see http://www.findandconnect.gov.au/wa/biogs/WE00473b.htm. Accessed 8-8-13.
3 House of Commons. Op.cit. p.viii

4 Lost Innocents, Op.cit. p.49

5 Lost Innocents, Op.cit. p.39

6 Lost Innocents, Op.cit. p.41
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barrack-like institutions in favour of cottage homes, boarding-out of more children, or the
promotion of adoption as an option.

The Ross Report also criticised the nature of institutional care in Australia. The report noted that not
all staff in these institutions had sufficient training, and was critical of the lack of educational and
employment opportunities made available to the children. The larger establishments lacked a
‘homely atmosphere’, had too little privacy, and separated children by age and gender. The report
noted that the separation of siblings indicated a failure to grasp the importance of family-focussed
child care. The report also noted that some boys and girls were being exploited as cheap labour.

Contemporary attitudes to child welfare

The findings of the Curtis Committee, and the Moss and Ross reports were not congruent with the
standards and arrangements for out-of-home care of child migrants sent to Australia in the 1940s
and 50s. The ‘best practice’ model outlined by Curtis included the following guidelines:

e Support children with their natural parent(s) if possible, and failing that to secure adoption or
boarding-out of children with foster parents.

e  Where children were to be retained in institutional care, the preferred ‘institution’ was to be a small
group of children, looked after by a married couple, living in ‘scattered homes’, that is, ordinary
houses indistinguishable from others in the neighbourhood.

e If, as a less desirable option, distinctive institutions were to be operated, these should allow children
in small groups of different ages and both sexes to be looked after by a trained house ‘mother’ in
purpose built ‘cottage homes’.

e Far less acceptable were large ‘barrack’ institutions, especially those in which children slept in
dormitories and dined in large groups. It was also seen as important that children should not be
gathered into single-sex institutions.

e Siblings should not be separated.

e Contact with other relatives and friends should be retained.

e Conventional socialisation should occur by arranging for children, if possible, to attend normal state
schools and to be involved in local sports and club activities”.

Despite the UK Government’s acceptance of Curtis Report recommendations in March 1947, child
migration to Australia continued until 1965.

Child migration from Northern Ireland

As mentioned above, only 69 of the 112 former child migrants sent to Australia from Northern
Ireland have ever had contact with this agency or its forerunners. Of these, 55 are men and 14 are
women. The years of arrival of the 69 former child migrants from Northern Ireland recorded on the
Tuart Place database are identified in the table below:

Year of arrival | No of Children
1938/39 3

1947 32

1950 1

1952 1

1953 16

1954 1

1956 1

1957 9

1958 1

7 Ibid.
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As this table shows, the majority of child migrants from Northern Ireland known to this agency were
sent to Australia in 1947, with further peaks in 1953 and 1957. These children were sent to
conditions that constituted the opposite of the ‘best practice’ model specified in the 1945 Curtis
Report. As Dr Stephen Constantine concludes: it was ‘abundantly clear’ that the particular practice
of child migration after 1945 was considered by most child care professionals in Britain as at best
unnecessary and at worst — unless the Curtis Committee caveat was followed — damaging. Dr
Constantine added that the politics of child care ensured that the caveat was dishonoured®.

Treatment of child migrants in Australia

Unfortunately, history has revealed that a large proportion of child migrants were not well cared for,
and suffered serious disadvantages related to their involuntary migration to Australia. In 1996, the
Western Australian Select Committee’s investigation of child migration identified significant levels of
abuse in Catholic orphanages formerly operated in WA. A number of other reports identify a
disturbing level and extent of abuse and assault inflicted on many child migrants, with particular
attention given to sexual abuse. Coldrey points out that: “Severity, violence, physical abuse, sexual
abuse were on a continuum. The more severe the regimen the more likely the prevalence of sexual

abuse”.

In 1998 the UK House of Commons Health Committee reported that children sent to Australia “were
placed in large, often isolated, institutions and were often subjected to harsh, sometimes
intentionally brutal, regimes of work and discipline, unmodified by any real nurturing or
encouragement. The institutions were inadequately supervised, monitored and inspected”?°,

Types of abuse experienced by child migrants
In addition to the more well-known forms of abuse mentioned above, the Lost innocents inquiry
found that the following forms of abuse were also widespread:

e “Depersonalisation - many former child migrants made reference to their becoming totally
depersonalised in their childhood. Their names were changed, they were lied to about the
existence of their parents, possessions were removed, gifts and letters were not passed on,
and they were referred to by number and not by name. A lifetime lack of self-esteem
resulted from such actions leaving a yearning for identity and connection.

e Psychological abuse — was manifested through deliberate, sustained cruelty and emotional
deprivation. Constant reference was made to the lack of individualised care and attention,
with disparaging and insulting comments about identity being common. Psychological
trauma evidenced itself most frequently in high incidences of bed-wetting. Children from
several, geographically separated institutions referred to the consequences of bed-wetting
in terms of embarrassment, physical beatings and public humiliation in front of their child
peers. Bed-wetting flashbacks have plagued mature adults. Many child migrants spoke about
the feeling of exile and isolation and the yearning for close contact with a protective, human
figure.

e Work practices — daily chores, especially in rural institutions, were so exhausting or time-
consuming that children were too tired or had insufficient time for education. Some children
were forced to undertake arduous and unsafe manual labour as part of construction work at

8 Lost Innocents, Op.cit. p.41

% Coldrey, BM, (2000). Caring and Corruption: Church Orphanages and Industrial Schools, Studies, Vol 89,
No.353, Spring 2000, p.9.

10 House of Commons, Great Britain, Select Committee on Health, The welfare of former British child migrants,
London, 30 July 1998, Volume | - Report HC 755-I, Background, viewed 30 October 2009,
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm199798/cmselect/cmhealth/755/75504.htm
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the institution. Many submitted that wages earned when they were placed in work never
materialised and they are still deeply aggrieved.

e Education — educational standards were so limited or virtually non-existent that some child
migrants have progressed through life with minimal literacy skills.

e This educational deprivation has led to lifetime effects, especially for employment prospects
and adopting itinerant job habits.

e Food and clothing — children were inappropriately clothed for the extreme Australian
conditions, often cold, often lacking footwear. Children were not provided with adequate
protective clothing to undertake the physical labour they were expected to perform. In
many institutions there was a common experience of being constantly hungry and of being
aware the nuns and brothers in charge of them always had better quality food. Scavenging
and stealing food was reported as a common practice at some institutions.

e After-care — the provision of after-care services was often very poor. Constant reference was
made to leaving an institution and being dumped into the alien environment of an unknown
community without any experience of that community; about having poor social skills,
limited life skills apart from a survival instinct, and little in the way of material and financial
resources”™,

Outcomes of child migration

A series of investigations and reports published over the last thirty years identify a range of negative
outcomes for people sent to Australia under the child migration schemes. These outcomes are the
sequelae of the abuse and neglect suffered by many child migrants in Australian orphanages, in
addition to the specific set of harms associated with child migration. It did not help that the UK
government provided a subsistence allowance only until the child migrant turned 14, which
increased the number of children who were discharged from Australian orphanages with little or no
preparation for life on the outside. Some of the key problems identified by former child migrants
are summarised below.

Access to information and records
A major source of frustration and distress for many former child migrants is the lack of adequate
documentation and personal records.

Children were sent to Western Australia from Northern Ireland and other parts of the UK
accompanied by only two documents - the Child Migration Medical Examination Report, and the
‘L.E.M. 3’ Child Migration form. These two-page documents were completed by the Catholic
authority responsible for sending the child, and were supposed to include signed consent from the
child’s parent(s) or guardian. In many instances, the Medical Examination form and the LEM3 are
incomplete, and lack the basic information they were designed to collect.

Copies of the two child migration selection documents were retained by the UK and Australian
Immigration Departments. Child migrants generally had no access to their child migration forms or
any other personal documents relating to their identity or family history. Many encountered
problems when they left an orphanage and found they needed proof of identity, such as a birth
certificate, and had great difficulty in obtaining even the most basic personal documentation.

Family medical histories have been largely inaccessible by former child migrants, a considerable
proportion of whom have compromised physical health, and therefore have a particular need for
this information. The lack of adequate documentation has denied child migrants access to

11 [ ost Innocents, Op.cit. p.73
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information about the medical histories of their families of origin, and other important documents,
such as vaccination records.

The false or misleading information provided to child migrants, who were often told they were
orphans, has had devastating impacts:
Firstly, because they were told they had no family or that the families did not care for them, they did
not try and reunite with them until many years later; secondly, some agencies for many decades clung
to the view that child migrants were better off not knowing their backgrounds and therefore offered
little or no assistance to former child migrants seeking records, again causing many to give up their
search in frustration.?

Poor record-keeping practices by the sending agencies often resulted in children arriving in Australia
with inaccurate information about their personal identity — including their names and dates of birth.
Unless one has experienced it, it is hard to imagine the damage to identity caused by finding out that
your birthdate is incorrect, or that the name you used throughout childhood was not really yours.

Records were routinely destroyed by the sending agencies, adding further frustration and distress
when former child migrants have sought to find information relating to their personal identity.

There is considerable evidence that sending agencies also provided false information to families
looking for children that had been sent to Australia. M’s experience is typical of this:

M located her full birth certificate when she was in her 40s and needed a passport for her first
overseas trip. It was at this time that M discovered the name of her mother, and felt that she had an
identity.

M immediately set about tracing her family in Northern Ireland, only to be informed that her mother
had died the year before.

When M travelled to Belfast she was told by an aunt that the family had tried to find her for many
years but had been told by the Sisters at Nazareth House that M had been adopted.

Loss of national identity and cultural heritage

Some of the major implications of removing children from their culture and place of birth are
identified in the 1997 Bringing them Home report, the Australian Human Rights Commission’s report
on the separation of Indigenous children from their families. The report reveals the shattering
effects of the forcible removal policies in terms of the broken ties to family, community and country,
diminished physical and mental health as a result of psychological abuse, physical and sexual abuse,
the loss of language, culture and connection to traditional land, the loss of parenting skills and the
enormous distress of many of its victims today. It also revealed the intergenerational impact and
damaging effects that these forced child removals continue to have on the families and communities
from which those children were taken®?.

Some strikingly similar outcomes are described by people who were removed from Northern Ireland
and other parts of the UK and sent as child migrants to Australia. The harm arising from this kind of
removal is powerfully conveyed in evidence provided by a former child migrant to the British House
of Commons Health Committee’s inquiry:
For the vast majority of former child migrants the most often asked question is 'Who am I?' Most of
us were born in the British Isles of British parents. Our culture, heritage and traditions are British. Our
nationality, our rights and privileges were our inheritance. Unable to make a reasoned decision we

12 | ost Innocents, Op.cit. p.169

13 Australian Human Rights Commission (1997). Bringing them Home: Report of the National Inquiry into the
Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from their Families, April 1997.
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/special/rsjproject/rsjlibrary/hreoc/stolen/
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were transported twenty thousand kilometres to the other side of the world. Our crime for the most
part was that we were the children of broken relationships. Our average age was eight years and nine
months. In this one act, we were stripped of our parents and our brothers and sisters. We were
stripped of our grandparents and extended families. We were stripped of nationality, culture and
birthright. Many of us were stripped of our family name and even our birth date. We were stripped of
our person hood, human rights and our dignity. We were referred to as migrant boy number 'so and
so' or migrant girl number 'so and so'. And so we arrived, strangers in a strange land, lost and with no
way back!?.

The testimony of this former child migrant also highlights the issue of consent. In some instances,
children were asked if they wanted to go to Australia “where they would ride to school on horses,
and eat oranges picked straight from the tree”. The ‘consent’ of those children who agreed to go
cannot be viewed as a legitimate, given that the children were not of legal age, and their consent
was not ‘informed’. Research on the abovementioned child migration selection forms conducted by
the Catholic Child Welfare Council (UK) in the 1990s found that, of 1149 child migrants, consent by
birth parent(s) was given to the migration of children in only 229 instances (20%). In 920 (80%) of
instances it is unknown whether or not parental consent was given®®.

Many former child migrants have experienced confusion and distress regarding their national
identity and a common assumption was that they were Australian citizens. J's story is characteristic
of many:

When J turned 18 he registered on the electoral roll, and voted in each election until he turned 22,
when he was informed by his landlady that he wasn’t legally allowed to vote. J had believed that as a
child migrant he automatically became an Australian citizen. At the time of the discovery, J felt
shocked and embarrassed, and he later gained a sense of outrage that no one had ever thought to
inform him of these things, or to provide him with basic identification and documentation?®.

Other former child migrants recount similar experiences, and it was not uncommon for young men
to be called up and complete National Service without becoming aware they were not citizens of
Australia.

Loss of connection to family

Perhaps one of the most devastating outcomes for most child migrants has been the loss of
connection with their families of origin, and this problem was among the first to be formally
recognised by governments and other agencies. A major aim of the Select Committee into Child
Migration appointed by the Western Australian Legislative Assembly in 1996 was to inquire into and
report on the action necessary to assist former child migrants in the tracing of their family history
and research, the tracing of relatives and reunification with them.

As mentioned above, many child migrants were told they were ‘war orphans’, leading to long delays
in seeking family members. Countless former child migrants only began to search for family in the
late 1980s after watching The Leaving of Liverpool, a televised program about work by the Child
Migrants Trust to uncover the child migration scandal. L’s story is typical in this regard:

“Because information about my family was withheld from me, | did not try to find my family until |
was 53. After watching a TV program | contacted the Child Migrants Trust who found out my mother
was very much alive. Because of the amount of time elapsed my mother did not want to have a
relationship with me or get to know my children — her grandchildren”. Like many relinquishing

4 House of Commons, Op.cit. p.xx
15 Lost Innocents, Op.cit. p.272
16 Unpublished statement, 2008.
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mothers who had lived for decades with the secret of children born out of wedlock, L’s mother felt
unable to welcome him into her family, which was extremely hurtful and disappointing for L. L
believes that if family information had not been withheld from him he would have searched for his
mother earlier, and would have stood a much greater chance of being accepted into her life. He may
also have been able to meet his grandparents, who were alive until the mid-1970s. L continues to
suffer a deep sense of grief for the loss of opportunity to establish a relationship with his family of
origin'’.

Failure to implement proper duty of care

The lack of follow-up care by sending agencies across the UK, and their failure to monitor the well-
being of children sent to Australia is a prominent theme in published literature. The House of
Commons Health Committee’s 1998 report states that: “A recurrent feature of child migration
schemes seems to have been lack of effective monitoring of the children's welfare by either the
British Government or the sending agencies. The post-War schemes, particularly to Australia, were
excessively permissive. British Government supervision appears to have been non-existent...”®

The Health Committee further reported that:

In our visits we heard of very few local authorities as having been responsible for any of the child
migrants we met. This bears out a statement in the Moss Report written in 1952 attached to the DoH
memorandum: "local authorities have taken very little interest in the scheme ... There seems to be a
feeling in some quarters that it is wrong to send a child, for whom a local authority is responsible,
some 10,000 or 12,000 miles away."...[W]e consider the local authorities were correct. This also
strongly suggests that it is inadequate to describe the practice of child migration as simply due to "a
different social climate" as the DoH memorandum does®®.

Following their visit to Australia in 1997, members of the Health Committee described being
“appalled at the apparent lack of proper monitoring and inspection” in the large Australian
institutions. Committee members noted that “the prime responsibility for the neglect of checking
procedures rests with the state governments concerned. But the sending agencies might have been
expected to have investigated more thoroughly the conditions in which children were living”. There
was clearly a breach of guardianship duties in sending the children in the way they were sent and in
not monitoring their health and welfare sufficiently'. Furthermore, 'there was a failure to care for

them to contemporary standards'."?

The reports and research on child migration are consistent in their findings in this area — ie that
abuse and neglect of child migrants was primarily the responsibility of Australian authorities,
however, the agencies and statutory authorities complicit in sending children to Australia failed to
implement a proper duty of care in regard to their welfare. As Coldrey observes: “Over the thirty
years that child migration was planned and operated by Catholic Agencies in Britain and Australia, no
British child care leader visited Australia to inspect the Catholic institutions”?..

Responses and reparations

The hardships and harm experienced by former child migrants have been formally acknowledged by
various Commonwealth and State Governments and religious congregations previously involved in
child migration. In 1997 the British House of Commons Health Committee accepted that
responsibility for matters relating to the welfare of former British child migrants rested with the

7 Unpublished statement, 2008.

18 House of Commons. Op.cit. p.x

¥ House of Commons. Op.cit. p.ix

20 House of Commons. Op.cit. p.xv

21 Coldrey, B. (1993) The Scheme: The Christian Brothers and Childcare in Western Australia, Argyle-Pacific
Publishing, Singapore. p.139.
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British Department of Health and commenced an inquiry into child migration. The House of
Commons Health Committee, chaired by David Hinchcliffe MP, took evidence in Australia in June
1998. The Committee tabled its report: The welfare of former British child migrants, in July 1998.2

In December 1998 the British Health Secretary Frank Dobson accepted the report’'s main
recommendations. He accepted the policy had been misguided and promised assistance to former
child migrants by setting up a central database of information in the UK to help former child
migrants trace their records and a Support Fund of 1 million pounds over three years to help pay for
family reunions.

In January 2000 the Australian Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, Phillip Ruddock,
tabled the Australian Government response to the British Government response to the
recommendations of the British House of Commons Health Committee’s report of its inquiry into the
welfare of former British child migrants®. The Australian Government agreed to cooperate with the
British Government in establishing a central database to help former child migrants trace their
families.

In June 2000 the Australian Senate referred the issue of child migration to the Senate Community
Affairs References Committee for investigation and report. In August 2001 the committee published
its report, Lost Innocents: Righting the record report on child migration. The Committee noted that
the two dominant concerns of child migrant witnesses were their loss of identity and their need to
have the opportunity to tell their story, be heard and believed. It concluded that the Committee’s
inquiry clearly showed that issues associated with child migration to Australia had not been
extensively covered and deserved the thorough Australia-wide attention the Senate inquiry was able
to deliver. The report made 33 recommendations, including continued funding to assist reunions,
tracing and access to records; that all state and territory governments undertake inquiries into the
abuse of children in institutions; and that the Commonwealth and state governments all issue formal
statements expressing deep sorrow and regret for the psychological, social and economic harm
caused to the children®.

In November 2009 the Australian Government delivered a formal apology to the ‘Forgotten
Australians’ and former child migrants at a remembrance event in Canberra, ACT. A number of State
Governments in Australia have also offered apologies to former child migrants. In August 1998, the
Western Australian Government apologised to former British child migrants who suffered sexual,
physical and emotional abuse in Western Australian orphanages and institutions. The parliamentary
motion was: That this House apologise to the former child migrants on behalf of all Western
Australians for the past policies that led to their forced migration and the subsequent maltreatment
so many experienced and express deep regret at the hurt and distress that this caused. In April 2005
the Western Australian Government issued a broader apology to people who were harmed in
institutional care.

22 Cited in Dow, C. & Phillips, J. (2009). ‘Forgotten Australians’ and ‘Lost Innocents’: Child migrants and children
in institutional care in Australia, Social Policy Section, Parliament of Australia, 11-11-2009, accessed 4-8-13.
http://www.aph.gov.au/About Parliament/Parliamentary Departments/Parliamentary Library/pubs/BN/091
0/ChildMigrants# Toc245702529

2 For details see the Minister’s press release, P Ruddock (Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs)
Child migrant inquiry Minister tables Australian response, media release, Parliament House, Canberra, 27
January 2000, viewed 4 August 2009,
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlinfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=1d%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2FVPP06
%22

24 L ost Innocents, Op.cit.
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Forms of reparation and redress

Some of the abovementioned apologies have been accompanied by tangible gestures of regret, such
as additional services for child migrants, financial reparation, and travel funds. The British
Government’s apology to former child migrants in 2010 was followed by a travel fund, still in
operation, which is focussed on family restoration. The decision to implement another travel
scheme has been widely criticised by former child migrants because many were unable to make use
of the fund, either because they have never been able to locate any family in the UK; they are too il
or otherwise unable to take the long flight to the UK; or they have not made a successful connection
with any family members in the UK. For this cohort, the ‘take it or leave it’ offer of funded travel has
added insult to injury, and many have expressed a firm preference for financial reparation, which is
viewed as a more respectful option.

This view has also been expressed by former child migrants who accessed the travel fund because it
was ‘all that was offered’. This group points out that they have already travelled under the various
travel funds previously offered by religious congregations and the Australian Government, and
would have preferred an offer of financial reparation, which would allowed them greater self-
determination and would have represented a more respectful option than yet another travel fund.

Conclusion

The Tuart Place Report on the impacts of child migration reveals a range of harms and negative
outcomes of child migration experienced by former child migrants from Northern Ireland and other
parts of the UK.

The Report demonstrates that unaccompanied children were still being shipped from Northern
Ireland to Australia for many years after this practice was recognised as harmful. The ‘best practice’
model of child care outlined in the 1945 Curtis Report recommended that children should be
accommodated within small, mixed-sex ‘family-style’ groups; sibling connections should be
maintained; and contact with other relatives, friends and local communities should be facilitated.
None of these conditions were met by the Catholic receiving agencies in Australia.

Children sent to Australia had almost no chance of experiencing the kind of family life that was
recognised as best practice in the UK, and migrant children were destined to spend their childhoods
in regimented, barrack-style accommodation, separated from siblings, and with little or no contact
with children (or adults) of the opposite sex.

Had these children remained in Northern Ireland they may have had opportunities to establish links
with extended family or to be fostered or adopted, but in Australia they had no chance. As stated in
the Lost Innocents report: “Neither private fostering nor adoption of child migrants was favoured,
partly for legal reasons as the death of the parents of refugee children might be impossible to
determine”?. Private adoption of child migrants was very rare, and none of the 69 child migrants
from Northern Ireland known to this agency were adopted by families in Australia. Some child
migrants spent time with local ‘holiday families’, however, they were always returned to the
orphanage once the holiday was over.

While some former child migrants identify various benefits to living in Australia, the negatives
inevitably out-weigh the positives, primarily because of the way in which children were selected and
sent away from their country of birth. There is substantial evidence that the great majority of child
migrants have experienced a loss of national and personal identity as a direct result of their

5 L ost Innocents. Op.cit. p.25
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migration. Many, many former child migrants describe feeling that they do not really ‘belong’
anywhere — not in Australia, and not in their country of origin.

Some of the problems encountered by child migrants could have been avoided if local authorities
and sending agencies in Northern Ireland had kept accurate information and been open and honest
in sharing it with those formerly in their care. However, vital documents were routinely destroyed
and, in many cases, information that could have helped reconnect people and reunite families was
deliberately withheld.

The lack of information available to child migrants had devastating effects. Countless child migrants
missed out on meeting their mothers because they died before they could be found. Family
reunifications have also been fraught with problems, and the success rate among those lucky
enough to find each other has been dismally low. How do you establish a meaningful connection
with a person you have met once or twice who lives 15,000 kilometres away? There may be a
biological connection but you have grown up in different cultures and have little in common. There
have been some wonderful exceptions, but sadly they are rare, and even these ‘lucky’ families still
face the tyranny of distance — a major obstacle to maintaining an ongoing family connection.
Options for staying in touch have often been further restricted by impaired literacy skills and/or lack
of access to communication technology such as email and Skype.

It is clear that the abuse and neglect experienced by child migrants in Australia was primarily the
responsibility of local authorities and individuals, however, the agencies and statutory authorities
complicit in sending children to Australia failed to implement a proper duty of care in regard to their
welfare, and there was clearly a breach of guardianship duties.

Had these children remained in Northern Ireland they may well have suffered the types of abuse
that have been reported by ex-residents of Northern Ireland’s orphanages, however they would not
have experienced the additional range of harms specific to child migration.

The evidence cited in this Report indicates that there was a long-standing and pervasive failure in
the duty of care exercised by authorities in Northern Ireland and other parts of the UK to ensure that
the children in their care were protected. Conditions in Northern Ireland’s Catholic orphanages may
not have been ideal, but the solution was not to send vulnerable children to the other side of the
world.
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Page 88
1 I have spoken this morning about children and young
2 people, and it"s clear from the documentation that we
3 have examined, the Inquiry has examined, there was
4 a wide age range of children who were migrated from
5 Northern Ireland in particular, some as young as 5, some
6 right up to the age of about 17, and obviously there
7 were different schemes within those age groups
8 operating. | just wondered if you wished to make --
9 when | was speaking to you earlier, you made a comment
10 about the distinction between the age groupings, and if
11 you wanted to expand upon that at this point?
12 A. Lovely. Yes. 1 called 1t the child and juvenile
13 schemes, because the distinction being that a juvenile
14 was anyone over the age of 14, because at the time 14
15 was an acceptable age to leave school and get a job. So
16 you could have been on the work force from the age of
17 14. These were mainly -- the juveniles I was looking at
18 were mainly people who chose of their own volition to
19 go. They made -- they approached the various
20 organisations. Sometimes they paid their own fare or
21 had 1t paid for them, and they went there with the
22 option of going to work.
23 The younger children, the child migration schemes,
24 were different. They were the children under 14 who
25 would have been i1n the care of an iInstitution or
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conditional, revoke the order on the Dbresch of any of the
conditions on whiclt 16 was granted, and theveupon the youthful
offender or child shall raturn to gohool, and ib he fails to do so
Jie and any person who knowingly harbows or conceals him or
provents him from refurning to sciiool shall be lable to the same
penalty as if the youthfnl offender or child had escaped from
the school.

(2) The Secretary of State may order—

(a) a youthiul offender or child to be translerred from one
certified reformatory school to another, or from one’
certified industrial scliool to another ;

(b) a youthfnl offender under the age of fourteen years

© detained in a certified reformatory 'school to he
transterred to o certified industrial school ; '

(¢) a child over .the age of twelve years detained. in g
certified industrial school, who is found |to be exer-
cising an evil influence over the other children i
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cortified school in one part of he United Kingdom, the central
authority for that part of the United Kingdom may, subject to
the provisions of this section, direct the youthful offender or
child to be transferred to a certified school in another part of the
Unpited Kingdom if ‘the central auklority for that other part
consents. . ; .

Tor the purpose of this provision * central authority "' meaus
the Secretary of State, the Secretary [or Scotland, or the Chief
Secretary, as the case may be.
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by emigration, notwithstanding that his ;{)Qrio:c_l,gf_gle_telltiOLI or
supervision hasnot expired ; aud such apprenticing or disposition

ahall be as valid as if the managers were his parenls:

Provided that where he is to e disposed of hy emigration,
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the consent of the Secretary of State shall also be required for
the exercise of any power under this section. :
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Post-World War Il migration

2.56  Child migration policy in the post-war period was based on several objectives,
partly humanitarian and partly in line with the larger objectives of the post-war
migration program. The Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs noted:

The concept of rescuing “war babies” and underprivileged children from
orphanages in war torn Britain and offering them a new life in Australia had
popular appeal, and the fact that these migrants were children was thought
to give them an advantage in being able to more readily adapt and
“assimilate” into the Australian community.*®

257  Strategic and defence considerations arising from World War |1 also played
an important part in the genesis for Australia's post-war immigration policies, of
which child migration was a part. The Department observed that:

Australia was a large, sparsely populated country with densely populated
neighbours at its doorstep. “Populate or perish” was the slogan; mass
immigration was seen as the solution. This policy had bipartisan support in
Parliament, and wide community acceptance. The need to defend
Australia' s shores against the possibility of invasion, a declining birthrate,
and an urgent need for labour provided the justification for a significantly
increased immigration program.™

2.58 Dr Constantine also noted that from 1942 Australian concerns about national
security and under-population ensured that child migration again featured strongly

among ideas to boost immigration to Australia of preferably British ‘stock’.>

2.59  Economic factors also played a role. The Department stated that like other
migrants, child migrants ‘would eventually supplement the labour force but would not
immediately take jobs away from returning ex-servicemen. They were...also part of
the larger immigration scheme aimed at massively increasing Australia’ s population in

the post war period’ .>?

2.60 Even prior to the end of World War Il the Commonwealth Government had
been developing plans to bring large numbers of child migrants to Australia. On
19 October 1943, Dr HC Coombs, Director-General of Postwar Reconstruction, wrote
in a memo: ‘the Minister [the Hon JB Chifley, Minister for Postwar Reconstruction]
thinks we should plan for immigration of large numbers of children after the cessation
of hostilities'.>® The involvement of child migration in this program was considered at
an interdepartmental committee on postwar reconstruction in 1944. In the context of

49  Submission No.42, p.8 (DIMA).

50  Submission No.42, p.18 (DIMA).

51  Submission N0.88, p.2 (Dr Constantine).
52  Submission No.42, p.8 (DIMA).

53  Cited in Coldrey, The Scheme, p.130.
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increased adult migration, the Commonwealth Government undertook to take every
available opportunity to facilitate the entry into Australia of approved children from
European countries. The Government had already approved in principle a plan to
bring to Australia, in the first three years after the war, 50,000 orphans from Britain
and other countries.

261 On 2 August 1945, the then Minister for Immigration, the Hon Arthur
Cawell, in his first mgor statement on immigration policy referred to the
Government’s plan to bring 50,000 orphans to Australia during the first three years of
peace. In his speech, Mr Calwell stated:

Pending the resumption of large-scale adult migration, the Government will
take every available opportunity to facilitate the entry into Austraia of
accepted children from other countries. The Government has already
approved in principle a plan to bring to Australia, in the first three years
after the war, 50,000 orphans from Britain and other countries that have
been devastated by the war. Discussions on the details of this plan are
proceeding with the States, and we hope soon to reach a stage where the full
possibilities of the scheme can be properly assessed.>

2.62  This program of child migration was the most specific immigration program
to emerge from the war years. Australia’ s post-war immigration program — for both
adults and children — formally came into effect on 31 December 1946. However, it
soon became evident that the target of 50,000 war orphans could not be reached. The
belief that the war had created a greater number of orphans in Britain was soon
dispelled. Other European governments also proved unwilling to send children as they
considered that it was their own responsibility to care for the homeless and orphaned,
and their countries also needed rebuilding after the war.

2.63 The plans for child migration were made in consultation with the State
Governments. It was decided that as far as possible the Commonwealth Government
would rely on private organisations such as Barnardos, Fairbridge and the religious
organisations, to promote child migration. Neither private fostering nor adoption of
child migrants was favoured, partly for legal reasons as the death of the parents of
refugee children might be impossible to determine.>

2.64  On 20 August 1946, a conference of State Premiers gave specific attention to
child migration. The conference expressed the hope that child migration should be on
as broad a scale as possible, under the auspices of ‘approved voluntary migration
organisations’. According to the conference resolution: ‘It was agreed that the
Commonwealth should continue to be the sole authority in respect of migration
activities overseas, and should accept financial responsibility for the recruitment,
medical examination and transportation of all assisted migrants'. It was agreed in
principle that the States should carry out the function of reception on arrival in

54  House of Representatives, Debates, 2.8.45, p.4914.
55  Submission No.42, p.18 (DIMA).
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Australia, and aso that of looking after the migrants' accommodation needs, but in
practice this was passed to the voluntary agencies.®

265 In 1946 a new assisted passage scheme was approved in which ‘assisted’
adults could travel to Australia for £10, and certain categories of migrants, such as
child migrants would travel free. The Immigration Minister, Mr Cawell aso
announced a schedule of priorities for assisted migrants. There were 11 categories,
with child migrants at the head of thelist.

Legidative basis for post-war child migration

2.66  In 1946 the Empire Settlement Act, discussed earlier, was reactivated and the
British Government, in partnership with the Austraian Government, entered into
agreements with each of the sending agencies. The agreements prescribe child migrant
numbers and financial contributions agreed by the governments, and the powers of the
UK Secretary of State to approve all immigration. The British Government was
responsible through the Secretary of State to regulate and oversee the schemes.

2.67 The voluntary societies and sending agencies were responsible for the
administration of the schemes. They were required to provide information to the UK
Secretary of State for his authorisation to migrate children. However, ‘it appears that
in practice they dealt with all decision making processes and procedures in relation to
the selection of children, consents and migration arrangements.”” The Committee
notes that the British Government effectively ‘out-sourced’ the task of child migration
to the charities and religious organisations. Dr Constantine has noted that agreements
were signed with the voluntary societies in 1947 and were repeatedly renewed. He has
argued that these renewals were among the occasions when the merits of child
migration as a welfare strategy in general and of Australian child care institutions in
particular were officially debated.®

268 The legidative basis in Australia for post-war child migration was the
Immigration (Guardianship of Children) Act 1946 (IGOC Act). As noted previously,
prior to 1946 the Commonwealth Government had not legislated for child migration.
The IGOC Act placed legal guardianship in the Minister for Immigration for child
migrants when they arrived in Australia until the child reached the age of 21 years.
The intention of the Act was to enable uniformity in regard to legal guardianship of
the children.>

56  Gill, pp.64-65.
57  Submission N0.135, pp.8-9 (WA Department for Family & Children’s Services).
58  Submission N0.88, p.6.

59  Submission No.42, p.20 (DIMA). DIMA provided further advice on the definition of ‘guardianship’. The
Department stated that a guardian in relation to a child is ‘a person with the right to make decisions about
the long-term needs of the child, as opposed to the day to day care of the child...The Immigration
(Guardianship of Children) Act modifies the traditional role of a guardian. The Act does not define
guardian, so the ordinary understanding of that word, as discussed above, must be taken as the proper
meaning. However, in ascertaining legal obligations and liabilities by the Act, it must be recognised that
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2.69 Clause 6 of the Act stated that:

The Minister shall be the guardian of the person, and of the estate in Australia,
of —

(@) every evacuee child; and

(b) every immigrant child who arrives in Australia after the commencement
of this Act, to the exclusion of the father and mother and every other
guardian of the child, and shall have, as guardian, the same rights,
powers, duties, obligations and liabilities as a natural guardian of the
child would have, until the child reaches the age of twenty-one years or
leaves Australia permanently, or until the provisions of this Act cease to
apply to and in relation to the child, whichever first happens.

2.70  The Act made further provision for the delegation of these powers. Subsection
5(1) of the Act enabled the Minister to delegate his functions and powers as guardian:

...to any officer or authority of the Commonwealth or of any State or
Territory of the Commonwealth all or any of his powers and functions
under this Act (except this power of delegation) so that the delegated
powers and functions may be exercised by the delegate with respect to the
matters or class of matters, or the child or class of children, specified in
the instrument of delegation.

2.71  The Minister delegated his powers as guardian of child migrants to State
welfare authorities shortly after the legislation was enacted. The Department stated
that it was ‘not intended that the Commonwealth exercise direct control over the
migrant children, but that State Authorities should assume that role’. Indentures were
made between the delegated State Government welfare officials and voluntary
organisations in which the organisations agreed to bear the responsibility for the care
and welfare of the children placed under their care. The statutory scheme established
by the IGOC Regulations:

...envisaged that the State authority would be primarily responsible for the
supervision of the welfare and care of child migrants. The local State
authority was likely to have better knowledge of the rights, powers and
responsibilities of guardians and custodians under child welfare legislation
and a better understanding of local conditions. In addition to this, officers of
the State authority dealing with child welfare matters on a regular basis were

the legislation does in some ways modify the traditional role of a guardian. For example, the Act
envisages delegation of the powers and functions of the Minister to State welfare authorities; and
together with the regulations, the legislation provides inspection and other powers to State welfare
authorities to supervise custody, and envisages that the State authority would be primarily responsible for
supervision of the welfare and care of children covered by the Act. See Submission No.42, Additional
Information, 9.4.01, pp.11-12 (DIMA).
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better equipped to deal with these matters than the staff of the
Commonwealth Immigration Department.®

2.72  The Western Australian Department for Family and Children’s Services
described the operation of the system in Western Australia. After the Commonwealth
Minister for Immigration delegated his powers to the Western Australian Under
Secretary for Lands and Immigration in 1947,%" indentures were drawn up between the
custodians (the receiving agencies) and the guardian, dealing with the respective
responsibilities for the care of migrant children. Under the terms of the indenture each
custodian agreed to ‘(1) bear all responsibility for the care and welfare of the children
(2) not remove them from the place specified without consent, and (3) in all things
comply with the provisions on its part relating to such children and contained in the
Immigration (Guardianship of Children) Act 1946, and in the Child Welfare Act 1907-
41 and the regulations made thereunder and amendments thereto’.®* At the same time,
the Child Welfare Department agreed to assume an inspectorial role over child
migrants, to assist the Lands and Immigration Department in fulfilling its
responsibilities.

2.73  Some submissions argued that as the custodian (the receiving agency) agreed
to bear “all responsibility’ for the care of the children, this meant that the primary
responsibility for the subsequent maltreatment of children under their care belongs to
those to whom the children were entrusted — those who were there in the institutions
and those who supervised them. Professor Sherington stated that:

The vast majority of child migrants arrived in Australia under the age of
twelve. The child migration societies had thus effectively assumed a duty of
care until the child migrants reached the age of majority at twenty-one. This
moral if not legal obligation appears to have been enforced by governments
on an intermittent basis.®

2.74  The Children Act 1948 (UK) gave the UK Secretary of State the legal power
to control the emigration arrangements made by the voluntary organisations. Under
the Act, local authorities could arrange for the emigration of children in their care. The
Act provides that a local authority may, with the consent of the Secretary of State,
procure the emigration of any child in their care; and that the Secretary of State shall
not give his consent unless satisfied that emigration would benefit the child and that
suitable arrangements have been, or will be made, for the child’s reception and
welfare in the country to which he is going; that the parents or guardian of the child

60 Submission No.42, pp.20-21 (DIMA). Copies of the 1946 instrument of delegation signed with each
State and an example of an indenture are appended to the submission.

61 Guardianship of migrant children was transferred from the WA Lands & Immigration Department to the
WA Child Welfare Department in 1952.

62 Cited in Submission No0.135, p.6 (WA Department for Family & Children’s Services). See also
Submission No.146, Additional Information, pp.4,6 (Queensland Government).

63 Submission No.119, p.3 (Professor Sherington).
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have been consulted or that it is not practicable to consult them; and that the child
consents.®

2.75 In the post-war period the main receiving agencies for child migrants were
Catholic Church agencies, Fairbridge, Barnardos as well as some Protestant Churches.
A number of organisations did not operate child and youth migration schemes as they
had prior to World War Il. The Dreadnought Scheme ceased bringing out British
youths and the Salvation Army confined its activities to single adults or people,
including children, travelling with or coming to join families (see also later discussion
of the Salvation Army in chapter 3).%°

2.76  Child migration did not resume until 1947 with the arrival of boys for the
Christian Brothers institution at Bindoon (Western Australia). In the period 1947 to
1950 a number of Catholic women’s religious orders — notably the Sisters of Mercy
and the Poor Sisters of Nazareth — entered the field of child migration. In 1951
Barnardos opened a new home, ‘Greenwood’, at Normanhurst (New South Wales)
with both boys and girls in residence, which was intended to keep brothers and sisters
together. By 1952 most of the ‘caring’ organisations were also looking after
Australian-born children. Barnardos was the exception — concerning itself exclusively,
until the 1960s, with youth migrants from the United Kingdom.

Financial arrangements

2.77  With the recommencement of child migration in the post World War Il
period, it was again agreed that maintenance payments would be shared by the
participating Governments (British, Commonwealth and State). Payments were made
for all children to the age of 14 years and for those still in school, up to the age of
16 years. All States agreed to pay 3/6 per week. The Commonwealth’s maintenance
payment was replaced by child endowment of 5/- per week which had been introduced
in 1941 (increased to 7/6 and then 10/-) for all children resident in Australia aged
under 16 years.® It was also agreed at the 1948 State Conference on child migration,
that the State would provide child migrants with a clothing and pocket money
allowance, and a wage subsidy upon leaving care, commensurate with the assistance
given wards.®” The Commonwealth also agreed to pay an equipment allowance if the
child was under 14 years at the date of sailing to Australia.®®

2.78  Professor Sherington and Mr Jeffery noted that by 1953 there were
considerable differences in State maintenance payments. Western Australia at that
date was contributing £1.3.3 per child per week while Victoria was contributing 6/-

64 Cited in Submission No.15, p.42 (Dr Coldrey).

65 Gill, p.68. Mr Gill notes, however, that a small number of child migrants, travelling independently, were
sponsored by the Salvation Army (see Gill, p.78).

66 Sherington & Jeffery, Fairbridge, p.262.
67 Submission No.135, p.13 (WA Department for Family and Children’s Services).
68 Submission No.42, p.22 (DIMA).
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per week and New South Wales 4/8 per week. These State differences remained in
place throughout the next decade.®

2.79  The Western Australian Department for Family and Children’s Services
provided the following detailed information on maintenance payments. In 1948
payments to child migrants up to 16 years were summarised as:

Commonwealth child endowment 10/- per week
State subsidy 3/6 per week
British Government subsidy 6/3 per week
Lotteries Commission 3/- per week
Total £1.2.9 per week

In 1963 payments were:

Commonwealth child endowment 10/- per week
State subsidy 15/- per week
British Government subsidy £1.5.0 per week
Lotteries Commission 10/- per week
Total £3.0.0 per week "

2.80 The Queensland Government provided the following information from
Annual Reports for 1954-55 and 1956-57 for payments for child migrants under
16 years of age:

Commonwealth child endowment 10/- per week
State subsidy 12/6 per week
British Government subsidy 12/6 per week
Total £1.15.0 per week

Where a child was still attending secondary school at 16 years of age, the State
increased the payment to 25/- per week and payments from the other Governments
ceased.

2.81  The Queensland Government noted that in 1954-55 the amount paid by the
State Government to denominational homes for each State ward was 25/- per week. In
addition to this amount, child endowment of 10/- per week was received for each
child, making a total of £1.15.0 per week, the same amount received by the institution
for each child migrant. In all instances, the cost of medical and dental treatment of the
children and of school requisites was defrayed by the State, which also paid half the
cost of buildings, extensions, repairs and other capital items.”*

69 Sherington & Jeffery, Fairbridge, pp.262-63.
70 Submission No.135, pp.14-15 (WA Department for Family and Children’s Services).

71 Submission No.146, Additional Information, p.4 (Queensland Government).
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2.82 In 1950, the Maltese Government agreed to pay a 10/- sterling maintenance
subsidy per week until the age of 16 years.

2.83  While the Commonwealth Government and the relevant State Governments
contributed to the support of child migrants, the funding arrangements for the church
and charitable institutions caring for children generally varied across the country.
Institutions received child endowment payments from the Commonwealth from 1941,
but in New South Wales and South Australia, for example, maintenance payments
were not paid by the State to voluntary child care institutions for Australian-born
children. Dr Joanna Penglase has stated that in effect the institutions in New South
Wales were run on the 19" century model, relying on charity and endowments. Thus
‘private donations, bequests and fund-raising appeals were a major source of income
for most Catholic Homes, and even an important factor in their survival since the

Diocese itself rarely funded the Homes within it”.”

2.84  The poor financial situation of some New South Wales institutions was also
illustrated by Dr Marion Fox’s research on St Anne’s at Liverpool where in 1951, ‘the
orphanage administrator was instructed by her superior that economies such as

reducing the children’s supply of meat and sugar were to be discontinued’.”

2.85  Following intense lobbying by the Association of Child Caring Agencies
(established in 1958 for the express purpose to address the issue), the New South
Wales Government commenced payments for children in voluntary child care
institutions in 1961. However, these children had to be made a state ward. The
requirement for wardship was eliminated in 1965."

2.86  Dr Fox stated that post war the Catholic bishops sought capital funding from
Government for all new buildings and equipment and for the extension of existing
buildings to house child migrants. In return, the Church would guarantee to
accommodate the children for at least ten years.” In 1946, the Commonwealth and
States agreed each would pay one-third of capital expenditure for Commonwealth
approved projects to accommodate migrant children. Dr Fox observed that ‘this was a
major concession for Catholic orphanages in New South Wales which otherwise
received no capital grants’. Dr Fox also noted that :

With governments paying all transport expenses for children, passages
expenses for escorts, and a small equipment allowance for each child under
the age of fourteen, Simonds [Coadjutor Archbishop of Melbourne] advised
the bishops in October 1946 that they had won at least twelve ‘generous
concessions’. Notably, they would retain full control of buildings which

72 Penglase, J, ‘Orphans of the Living’: The Home Children NSW 1939-1965, Ph.D thesis, Macquarie
University, 1999, pp. 196, 197.

73 Fox, M, “British Child Migrants in New South Wales Catholic Orphanages’, History of Education
Review, Vol.25, (2), 1996, p.8.

74 Penglase, p.152.
75 Fox, p.4.
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received government grants and would not be required to repay grants
unless buildings were used for other purposes. Writing to Calwell
[Commonwealth Minister for Immigration] in March 1946, Conlon had
acknowledged the Minister’s need for caution to ensure that concessions
made to the Church could apply equally to all voluntary agencies.”

2.87  In Western Australia, Brother Keaney sought funding for extensive work at
Bindoon. This was not without disagreements—evidence indicates that the
Commonwealth Government had concerns about the cost of the building projects at
Bindoon and that it was known to Commonwealth officials that much of the labour
was provided by children at the institution.”” In New South Wales applications for
government capital funding for two new Catholic orphanages at Cowper and new
buildings at Liverpool were not approved. The Murray-Dwyer and Monte Pio
orphanages received a joint capital grant of £10,000. An extensive building project
began at Monte Pio in expectation of additional funding. This was not approved
because officials believed that even with extensions, accommodation remained
inadequate and indeed Child Welfare reduced the approved number of Australian
children in the home by twenty.”

2.88  Ms L Williams in her study of child migration to Tasmania also noted the
benefits of capital grants for institutions. The Church of England Clarendon
Children’s Home had, in 1946, proposed to build a set of small cottages. However,
‘due to financial difficulties this idea had been shelved, and was only revived in the
early 1950s, when involvement in child migration allowed the Home to utilise
financial incentives being offered by the federal and state governments to participate
in the scheme’.”” Documents also indicate that State and Commonwealth capital
funding was proved for Swan Homes. In 1949, both Governments agreed to contribute
£5,990 each towards the building of Lee Steere House (Western Australia).®

The Catholic Church and post-war migration

2.89  After the Second World War the Catholic Church became the largest single
sponsoring agency bringing child migrants to Australia.®* As noted previously, prior
to this time, Catholic Church involvement in child migration was small-scale. By the
end of World War |1, meetings of the Catholic hierarchy in Australia were discussing
the possibilities for post-war migration, including child migration. This took place in

76 Fox, p.4.

77 From National Archives RecordSearch - Letter from the Western Australian Department of Lands and
Survey to the Commonwealth Department of Immigration, dated 20.2.51, K403/3 W59/87, pp.70-71.

78 Fox, pp. 8-9.

79  Williams, L, ““Good British Stock”: British Child Migration to Tasmania after 1945’, Tasmanian
Historical Studies, Vol 5, no.1, 1996, p.160.

80 Submission No.42, Additional Information, Attachment J, 9.4.01, p.4 (DIMA).

81 This section of this chapter relies on several sources including Coldrey, The Scheme, pp.133-139; NAA,
Good British Stock, Ch 3, Part 14; Gill, pp.71-75.
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Therefore, 1 say to the House that there are proper safeguards—1I think it is right that there should be—for the
legitimate rights of the family unit, so to speak, and of the child, when making vital decisions to send a child many
thousands of miles away to start a new life. The Oversea Migration Board drew attention in its First Report to the fact
that local authorities in the United Kingdom were in many cases unaware of the advantages of child migration. It is
obviously right that where a local authority arranges for a child in its care to emigrate, it should be satisfied that the
decision is in the best interests of the child and that the conditions which the boy or gir] in question will meet with
when it arrives at its destination are satisfactory.

1t was partly with the object of reassuring local authorities that the fact-finding mission to which reference has been
made in this debate went to Australia and reported in August, 1956. It is perfectly true that certain aspects of that
Report were critical of some of the features of the system which was then in operation, but I think it would be fair to
say that the Report was not intended to be antagonistic to child migration in principle, nor, indeed, critical generally of
the admirable work being carried out both here and in Australia by the various voluntary bodies to which reference

has been made.

It suggested certain improvements, and these have been carried out. As a result, local authorities can be assured that
where they decide that it is in the best interests of a child to emigrate the conditions under which he or she shall do so
will give him or her a fine opportunity of making the most of the new life which the child will lead when it reaches
Australia. In 1957 my noble Friend the Secretary of State completed a series of new agreements with the various
voluntary organisations under the Commonwealth Settlement Act, which embodies the recommendations, or those

which were acceptable, of the fact-finding report. As a result, local authorities should consider very carefully whether
for a particular child in a particular case the project of going overseas and starting a new life would provide a future
for that child which would provide the best answer to the individual problem which the child represents.

This new pattern of child emigration which is now developing has one important aspect, This aspect certainly fits in
very closely with our ideas of child welfare here. 1t is represented by the development of the Fairbridge Family
Scheme to which my hon. Friend the Member for Surbiton made reference, which was introduced with the approval of
the Australian and United Kingdom Govermments in May, 1957. As my hon. Friend explained, this provides for the
emigration of children with one parent—a widow or widower, a deserted wife or husband who is the mother or
father—and normally arrangements are made for the child to go ahead of the parent and for the parent subsequently to
follow to Australia. This scheme has been working on an experimental basis and is due for review at the end of the
second year, which will be in May next.

The extension of what one might call family emigration to other voluntary societies is a possibility. If, as I hope, the
Fairbridge experiment can be shown to be successful, I believe that in some respects the future of child emigration
may increasingly take this form. This does not mean that there is no scope for the continuation of the emigration of
individual children from this country to Australia. It merely means that where there are strong arguments for trying to
keep some part of the family unit together those arguments should be respected so that as far as possible the principle
which is at the basis of the Act of 1948 is maintained in emigration,

However, concerning the arrangements for the care of these children whe go on their own to Australia, it has become
increasingly the practice of societies there to find some means of fitting those children into the environment of family
life as opposed to keeping them in what is called, rather crudely, an institution. Even where it is necessary for them to
remain on a farm or at a school, it is the practice 1o ensure that as far as possible the children go to an Australian
family during the school holidays and later, if it can be arranged, that they should be boarded out with a neighbouring
family so that they can enjoy not only the advantages of instruction and training, but also a family environment in
which to grow up.

No one supposes that such arrangements are easy to achieve, but I am sure that that principle of trying to maintain the
family environment in their new home in Australia, even for those children who can no longer remain in contact with
their own family or any part of it in the United Kingdom, is right and proper.

Generally speaking, therefore, I would say with great sincerity that I believe that child migration today is on sound
and proper lines and that, as my hon. Friend the Member for Surbiton said, the only thing that is wrong is that
insufficient children are coming forward to fill the existing vacancies. Out of a total of nearly 2,000 places for the

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/ 1 959/feb/09/child-migration-australia 16/04/2014
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United Kingdom at the end of November last year, over one-half were unfilled and only 62 children were awaiting
transport to Australia. Whereas in 1950 388 children emigrated, in 1958 the total was only 80. As my hon. Friend has
said, this is not a question of money. It is a question of the opportunities being available; and where it is appropriate,
there are strong arguments that good use should be made of those opportunities.

I hope that this debate will help to call attention to these opportunities and also to reassure those who are responsible
for the care of eligible children so that they may consider seriously the chances of a better life which emigration may
hold open to them and that perhaps they may be more willing than is at present the case to take advantage of the
existing schemes for child migration, both for the benefit of the children and their families and for the benefit of
Australia and the United Kingdom.

Question put and agreed to.

Adjourned accordingly at fourteen minutes past Nine o'clock.

hitp://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1959/feb/09/child-migration-australia 16/04/2014



AUS-4421

WM

- By mmu. . C At ey, iﬁﬂ.‘ 3

" baok te & u:r-
. -tlur lmm enuh}

H la mmpma thiat thig

1o not 1ikely %o wioced 210 m
laage. 1% Ln were a
- Trom- parente W rie the e

Bﬁﬂ th m
" uinistry. m heen: ulw; ‘tn b4}
- ealgration haw:when w0, and 1t ,u_-;.
- 3% your Ooansil La prepursd to s
mu umdnm is net wmy 1

gl

he Glerk ¢f asmoh Op. acru' Caumail
'The Heeretary of wash Oou Uouneil Augtata
in Rertbeyn Ireland. m—




AUS-4028

H.?l/BOBB

Your Ref 53315/594




AUS-5923




AUS-5993

to parents of children considered for the Migrant Scheme is not applicable. However, a
relative o /ho was a Presbyterian Minister was consulted. [ see

paragraph (d) above.]

(h) See above. The files recovered so far relate to three children, all of whom are described

(i)

as ‘orphans’. Therefore, the issue of parental consent did not arise.

The HSCB has forwarded all documents found so far in relation to children considered
for nomination and/or migrated to Australia to the Inauins | hava haan advicad that
Inquiry staff have identified two other children narr . from
Londonderry Welfare Committee who apparently emigrated to Australia through the
Child Migrant Scheme. To date, no records have been identified for them. However,
painstaking and exhaustive searches are continuing and if any further documentation is

discovered, it will be sent to the Inquiry without delay.

file evidences that, as part of the nomination for migration process,
he was medically examined by Dr Bradley and a certificate stating that was free
from Tuberculosis was obtained from Dr James, the Tuberculosis Officer for County

Tyrone. also underwent an 1Q test and he had a ‘very good’ |Q rating.

(k) There is no evidence on the files of that

()

the predecessors of the HSCB received payment in respect of children sent to Australia.

As set out in paragraph (c)(iv) — (viii) above, the documents o file
demonstrates tenacity and persistence on the part of the welfare authority in keeping
itself informed about yrogress in Australia. Written reports were requested and
received (although no replies were received to written requests for progress reports and
photographs between 1952 and 1956). The last half yearly report is dated 14 March
1963, shortly before ittained 21 years of age.

There is no evidence o file that any inspections were carried out of the
institutions after he was sent to Australia either by or for the predecessors of the HSCB
although, as referenced above, the welfare authority did ask a trusted contact in
Australia to assess Dhuurringile and give a view as to whether the welfare authority
should continue to send boys there after, a letter of complaint was received from a child

migrant. In addition, the progress reports that were received in respect of
5
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Children'} Officer's Ruort {Continued)
Clogrennof,

i

Follpwing an eviotion in Crumlin, these ohildren were occepted
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thildren in Voluntary.Homes, Etc.

164,

165-

166,

167,

168.

169.

170.

171,

172,

173.

—, b, I, Horsington House, Templocombe, Scmeract.
BN - cettled down remarkobly well ot Horsington House and is happy there.
At first, he ottended Gillinghom Seoondnry Modsrn School aond, altheugh it wos
difficult to ossess n trus report of his sbilities thers, the Heedmster and hi
Staff rapidly took to the boy, but gquickly found out thnt he should attend o
Grammer Scheol, This he now dogs in Yeovil, where he is worlkdng hard to cetch
with his work. He is meking most satisfactory progress.

— v, I, W 5ol st
is p aifficult girl to understand. &he is so childish ot times ond tokee

fits of giggling, for no apperent rcasen. She gbsoonded on the 11th Ootober, 19!
egnd wns roturncd by the police on the 12th Cctober, 1956; during this perdod, sl
hed been in ossccintion with two men and the police were informed. She vms

medically exnmined by Dr, Dunn and by Dr. ¥i1liken of the Child Guidsnce Clirdc,

Mlss Bryans (Motron) has geined her confidence and, under her influonce end
guidonce, if given time, should settle dovn to o morc normal life,

_, b =0ur Mother of Mercy's Hame, Kilmorecy Street, Mewry. 1|

b. ‘L
5 are good children ond are ot schocl every days The School

Report is very satisfactory, which shows they are interested in their sork.
is workdng very hard for o Scholorship to the Techrdenl School and this ahe
hopes to gnin at the end of the school year. They ore both in good healths

b.- Foarkstone Sca-trodning School, )
B c comitted to Porkstorc Son-training School on tho Bth oWtcber, 1956.
Before the summer helidnys, he woe o pupil ot Fricnds' School, Lidpurn, Since
his orrivel ot Porkstone, his conduct hos been good and he seems t§ be hnppy
there, His written work is mther untidy and, ecs he is somewhnt lethorgic, it
has alvoys been found diffieult to mnke him work to his moximsn copocity,

' Lodge

— +H : Supervised by ]I;{i.zp.reﬂ' .
contimes to gnin uwseful 'and valunble éxperienco and is proving his wo

as o member of tho Kitchen Staff et the Moyfair Resteurant, His regulor end !
punctwnl cttendance hns drown fovournble cament from his employer. -s :
landlady reperts thet hizs conduct and behoviour is sotisfoctory, thot he is
clean and tidy cnd tekes. en interest in his personnl cppearance. He scttles
fatthfully eoch week for his poart boerd and lodgings and keeps rensonnbly good

hours. k

. . N /- D, B i Velo,

WeTs
The VWelfore Officor of Dr, Barrerdo's Hames roports thot MM is wor 08 an:
Wr for I 1.irited, Fortroit Photographars, % _
_ B V/.2,, ond 1s moldng satisfoctory progress. He is prowing
tall ond is in good henlth. Ho secms hoppy in his work ond his employer tokes °
o personal intercat in him, |
. . I st, Jjocoph's Bebies' Home, Ravenhill Road, Belfoat,
who is cmplayed in the obovernmed Heme is continuing to be most
ontisfactory. She 1s ot present doing the Child Core Course and is meking
good progress and should meke a good 1ittle murse.

E B - L. Sollo Boys' Home, Rubene, Kircubbin,
is

in giod henlth, sotiafoctory in conduct and moldng rensenable
progress in his school subjects.

s . B ooringite Rural Trodining Fam, Victoris, Australie,
B i: © very fine boy and hos mode good progreas. He hoa growm considerntll
and is looking the picture of henlth, Ee hos recently chonged his employmen
and is now working for of Kymbram vho runs one of the loading Jersey
S+tuds in the State; this is en excellont opportunity ror I

b. I, Blcckburn House, hnnndale fivenue, Relfnst,

hes preotly improved recently. She trys to plense ond likes to be
recognised 3f she deoes well, She is not ecsy to koep in her place, 1s rother !
neodsy in her movaments and must be hoard whoever else is silenced. She enjoys
Iknitting, Jigsows ond the cookery class cond PuT. !

15,

|
L
i
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WHRHEAD op tho 2Gth May, 1954 ths Juvenile Ocurt at Belfast made an
Order under Seotion 63 of the Chiideen and Young Porsons Aot (Howdhars
Tvolasd ) 1950 comitting I to the care of the Da)fyst Telfare
Autharity as a it peroons ,f‘

AND WEEREAS hy virtus of Bestim T of the said 5
gubject to the provisicns of the sald Aot, raomaine iz force untdl 12¢h July,
1965, whon tho sold I >ttains the ag of eighteen yeope:

sxp wuEReAS the sodd [ i docirous of emigrating $o
Australia ond ocmsenta to tho arrengemont of ks emigratiom by the Bolfast
Felfare Authowity:s

AND GHIREAS I om saticfied that the emigrution would be for the benefit
umm—nﬂmemmwbmmm.

oW, THERDFCRE, I, mmtmm-mmm, Minister of Home
Affairs for Northern Irelend, in sxeroiue of the powers vested in me by
Sub-~Beotican (4) and (5) of Sectian 111 of the =ald Act, do harely eupower
the Bolfast Ualfare Authority to arrenge fop/the ealgwution to Ausiralia of
mm—mﬁdohﬂehr that as fram

the cald utely from the care of tha
Bolfnot Telfare wtomh/- comifted by the Ordar of 26th
Hayy 195hs

N
:
g
]

-

2

» 1964,

' L'J'l' i }“.t*l"_l'f!
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- _-_Dgar"'ur.-ﬁxmbar;_”"' Lo
e ' Catholic Child Migratison to Australia. -
Northern Ireland, = - B

. I mist apologise for not having communicated with you -
earlier on the above subject, but we have been trying to get
the position clarified with regard to children emizrating, from
the point of view of both the Local Authorities and the - = - =
guardians of the children.

His Grace Archbishop D!'Alton referred us to Father John ..
Quinn of Armagh, who is, we understand the Hierarchy's represen- i
tative on the committee which 1s being, or has been formed in -~
Belfast in connection with the new Children Act for N.Ireland. -
We wrote to Father Quinn explaining our interest in the matter,
but have not so far received a reply from him. . :

With regard to Scotland, the position 1s approximately
as follows. Where a ¢hild is maintained in a Home entirely:
by a local autthority, the Secretary of State 1s not prepared
to walve the provisions of Section 17 of the Children Bill,
unless the child is over ten years of age anmd is judged fit to
express an opinion of his or her own. Children under ten
years of age will only be permitted %o emigrate if in company
of, or to join, a parent, guardian, relative or friend. This
irrespective of the age of the relative; i.e. a brother of six
years of age is regarded as fulfilling the requirements of the
"Act with reference to a child of five years of age. The
Secretary of State 1s to be the final judge of the merits of
“each individual case, whether a parent or guardian consents or
not. The question of guardianship was also raised with the

_'Scottish Home Department, and it was pointed out the the Dept.
regard the term "Guardian®, stricily as an individual one, and
will not consider the appointment of a temporary guardian by the -

" Fmigration authorities as relative under the terms of the Act.

" Neither will the wider guardianship of the Australian Mniister
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- —2-
. australien Minister/

Tor Immigration (as provided under the British and Australian S
"~ Govermments Child Migration Scheme Agreement) be acceptable. It
is of course allowed to accept for emigration children in Homes who
are maintained by their parents or by the authorities in the

voluntary Homes concerned.

We have asked our Austreslian director vho is zt the
moment in Sydney to take up the whole question with the Government
authorities there and.in this country.

So far as N.Ireland is concerned, there are many children
in Catholic Homes there whom we would willingly place in the
Australian Homes, but we shall of course be concerned with the
granting of permission for them if they are subject to any '
provisions made by the N.Ireland Children Act. At the moment, th
home - St Joseph'!s Termonbacca, Derry., would like us to take about
eighteen boys whose ages vary from two years to twelve. A1l these
children are voluntarily maintained, so that I imagine they would
be free to go. Other children may Possibly be available from
Belfast and other Homes in the North. -The gquestion of Industrial
school boys has also been raised, and there would appear to be no
objection to taking them providing that they were not committed for
criminal or crimirally inclined risdemeanour. As you will recall,
no doubt, this aspect was discussed during our conversation in June,
but I thought it better to wait until the N.I. Children Bill was
passed before contacting any of the authorities concerned.

I am expecting to hear from Canon Flint of Father Hudson's
Homes, Goleshill,Birmingham., as to how the 1948 Children Act is
being interpreted with regard to English Child migrants, and will
inform: you on this later. I will alsth communicate with you as to
the result of the discussions with the Australian authorities.

Sincerely yourg,-
Hoeal.. . “725\&_{&.,
¥r Dunbar,

Ministry of Home Affairs
Stormont,
BELFAST, N.Ireland.

>
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UATHOLIC IMMIGBATIOK C’O_MMITTEE\,\

BCDTL.AND AHD NORTHEEH IRE{L.AND

o ..;'Qt;mmI.Y.?PRoGRESS'REPoRm L CHILD mmmxon.l.j

. Gemeral Pogition regarding Child Migration.. The position in Scotland
-a.nd Northarn Ireland with regard to the emigration of children to dustralis, must:
'be viewed 2t this time with dissatisfaction. . Llthough in 1947 well over one. -
pundred ohlldren were sent out to Lustralian Homes and Convents, the numbers gince
“then havo gredually droppod, and the last group sent out consisted of. -less. than
“- half a dogen childron, Thsre are, 8o far as can be ascertained, many reasons
““fpr thils £all in numbers, thc maln ones being az followst-

'_1 A ] o _Homoe sng C 8

0f sli the Homes from which it might be expected to obtain children for _
enlgratlon, only one or two have sg far been 100‘72 oo—operative.. 14 would appear
thet e long term policy with regard to the children's future is not bolng teken,”
and that seversl fmotors contribmte towards this viewpoint, the mein ones beinge=

{(a) Parsonel attechmant to the children.
() Goneral dislike to letting the childraen leave the countrye.
(c) Unmwillingness to have the numbers in the Homes depleted.

Other factorse having relation to the laek of response from the Convents
ere mentioned in Paragraph 4.

2 ia_eP risise Chi rat

Scoplend. £11 childron placed in Homes and chargeable to the Local.
suthority sra wards of thc Homo Dopartment., i.o. the Sccretary of Stote for
Scotland, and the Socretary's parmission must be obtained beforo the Loeal
authority oan considor allowing such children to omigrate. Under Sgetion 17
of the Children (Scotland) Lot of 1948, 1t is stated,Quote/" 24 lccal authorit;,.
may, with the consont of tho Socretary of Stats, procure or asslst in procuring
the amigration of any ohild In thelr oars. Thoe Sceretary of State ghall not
givo his consent under this soction unless he is satisfisd that emigration: would
benefit the child and thet sulteble arrangements have been or will be made for
the ohild's rceception and welfare in the commtry to which he 1e going"iend that

' the paronts or guerdians of tho child have been consulted or ‘that 1t18 not -

practicable to consult them, and that the child conaenta: provided that whar
child is too young to form or expréss a proper opinion on the metter, the
Secrotary of Stote may consent to his emigration notwithstanding that. :
15 mable to conment theroto in eny csse where the child is to smigrate i
compeny with & parent, guardian or rolatlve of hig, or is £0 amigrate far th
purpose af jolning = parent, guar! 1an, _relativc or frien "/‘Unquote
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» - Tho Irsh Hiorarchy hol? mixed views on the subjeet of
His Grace the Archbishop of Aruagh eiroulated information. mbout
dcheme amonget the N.lrish Parisch Priocste in 1947., but other Bishops in . the
Bres ha 3 aspnnae“d__to ietters amd circulars regarding emigration which have heen
sent to them. o0 e

Otbor Factors contribubing towsrds the dearth of chiliren for_emiprations
" 1. Longth of time botween seletion of children and seiling date. Ia

" this rogard either parents or childron or both get tired of waiting, and hames are with
'-._'d.ram- . -

_ 2. High rost of cutfitting, and inadequacy of Government Outfitting
allowence. (this zuownte to £4 gor child.)

de Lttitude of parents towards Schomo. Scmc of these are traced through
the Hosies, othors through the loeal authority, Iaformation given to these peopls. -
ie often scanty, emd their attitude is freguently one of suspieion.

4, Crildren not teing sslected young enaugh. Once they apvroach the age
of fiftecn years they are potential wage earners, and this is a great ineentive to
the parent to kesp them at home.

5. Non-co-operation of some loeal suthorities in tracing the parents.
6s Vicws taken by the Convents themselves - see Paragraph 1.

7. Lzck of personal contact between ropresentatives of the Scheme and the
Clergy, Convents and loesl authorities concerned,

In summing up tho foregoing Report, it is to be emphasised that there is
no wish to emigrate children for whonm adequate provision can be made in later years
by parente or guariism. For those childron, their rightful place is obviously in
their own home with their rarents, and it would be neither desirable nor judiciocus
0 urge their omigration. The majority of children in Homes however, are oither
i1ilegitimate or have parents who are totally unable to provide a decent home and
upbringing for their childron. It is for these ohildren that Bunigration provides
& complete answer to the quertion of the future. Thoy ore removed from parents
who will exzploit their wage carning capacities, given more chance of Iearning a
trade or profession which will give them socurity, and above all, they are brought
up in 2 completely Catholic atmosphore, thus ranoving all threat to their Faith
which might well bte endangered ghould they be returned to theilr own homss at IR
school loaving ago. Po thesu children therefors, it is asked that every chamee -
be offerod, and every effort maeds to induce their parents to zllow them to emigrats,

MUMBER OF CHILDREN ALREADY FUIGRATED FROM SCOTTISH AND IRISH HOUES.

BCOLIND.  and _ ¥.I7OLID.

1947 1948

Couvent of the Good Sheghord, Colinton, Edinburgh,
Nezorcth House, LossWados SOTRTE P
. Nazaroth Hovse Aberdcen.’’
Hazaroth House,Cerdonald, Gla
sareth Bouse,Kiliarnoek.
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VIS, coPY.

: _ ngdom to arrange for the g
: ch:.ldre and ‘to the interpretation of these sectlons by
t thorities concerned insofar asiit’ i
troduction to JAustraliaof. chill

:Depar meni; of. Imigratmn state
vised tha he Y ~
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sover:the age of ten years may. be a1l
emigrate prcﬁ.ding that they thems

(d) The term. guarcmm" in Saction 17 of
{ ,i./Ghildren {1548) Act), ia to be interprste
as meaning an. ind:.vidual. The Secreta
‘is not prepared to accept either tha:
= 'of Mr; ‘Calwell, @uatralian Minigter or Im:l,gration :
o{umis. acgcepted* nnder itha:Governme:d
/Agreemexnt), or the giardianship
i Individnal 'guardianship’

grantod ;Samias:.on to emigrate for the purpoae uf _
- er 'Rhmia not: yqt‘ieveh enr old. e
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agine there is not likely to be any ‘ ,
Department’s attitude so far as rgland an& ale
t . The Auatra lian authoritle‘ '

: oald be established on a uniform basis throughout
he United Kingdom. L

. (5g9) H. C. M. Bass.
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150 Woth Pebruarys 19504

 Dear MoWilliem,

T g extremely sorry for the delay in replying to your latber
of the 20th December last on the question of the ‘gulgration of
children to Australis, but we have been very bumy here &s you will

_realise with now jogislation and it has notb been posaible to deal
with the oorrespondence before this. . S

g Our Children and YoungPersons Bill will ensble s Welfare .
Authority to progure, or ageist in proouring ‘the emigration ol any .
- ghild in their care, but whers the shili is capable of plving bis. . S
‘ponsent such consent will be necessary. Where the child is too young L
to form sn opinion he must emigrate in company with & parént, guardian,
. or velativey or must be aaﬁw'atm@jwi Join & parent, gusrdien,
veletive or Triend, In &ll cuses the perent's consent ek, whery
“practicuble, be obtained and the Ministry's approvel will also be
nevessary in oesh cases As regards children in training schools)
the lanpgers may, with the child's oconsent snd with the ‘aongent of
the Winistry, arrenge for hia emigration and musty where possible,
- sonsult with the child's parentss R

- 1 do not visualise eny clidld emigration on & large soale from
Hovthern Ireland end, therelora, would yrefer to leave it that wa
would deal with any cases arising on their merite, e would not,
88 & general prinoiple, apply the limited definition of guardian
which appears to have been adopted by the feottish abhoritian.

Yours ainwwiy, :

>

| Qubinet Secretariat,
| Belfest.
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sover:the age of ten years may. be a1l
emigrate prcﬁ.ding that they thems

(d) The term. guarcmm" in Saction 17 of
{ ,i./Ghildren {1548) Act), ia to be interprste
as meaning an. ind:.vidual. The Secreta
‘is not prepared to accept either tha:
= 'of Mr; ‘Calwell, @uatralian Minigter or Im:l,gration :
o{umis. acgcepted* nnder itha:Governme:d
/Agreemexnt), or the giardianship
i Individnal 'guardianship’

grantod ;Samias:.on to emigrate for the purpoae uf _
- er 'Rhmia not: yqt‘ieveh enr old. e
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Ministry of hie APraiis
o Btormont, Relfast.

) Ra.fnsuu.'_m

In connection with the attached corregpondence, Clause 94 =
hildren- and Young Peresons Bill .containe the provieiona

1ich ‘hope” to apply in relation to the emigration of ‘¢hildren
¥ho are-‘in the care of Welfare Authorities. The.clause ig = .
based largely on the relative eection in the Children Act, 1948, -

- .Under our legialation'a-ﬁblfare.Authority;will, with the
-conaent of the Ministry, be enabled to procure or assigt in .
DProcuring the emigrationfotgany.child)inrtheir-cara,jyiniall__u,¢g}
cages where a child 1a_capable;cf;giving:hie_cOnaentﬂauch;consent
willhbe,neceesary,«but:where*tbe-ehildﬂ-' 0o young to form an
opinion he must emigrate in company with'a parent, guardian or:

aiah

~relative or must ‘be emigrating to join & parent

. relative or friend. In all cases the parent's
where practicable, be obtained.'ﬂ ' s

R  If we are going to put fdrward'any €iéwsgon,the
~emigration to Australia, we will have to decide the

~ which we deem a child incapable of giving his consen

‘arrangements, and we will have to make up -our mind - whe’ i
~.we will recognise &n Australian Cabinet Minister as‘a guardian
“ for the purposes of the section and similarly if we will lso e
- regard the Superior of & Home for children in Australia as s

- ‘sultable guardian. S _ e

Up to the moment undér*th

'fobfjémigrationfhasﬁnever, to my

. that at the present time the Roman Cat
. representetive in Northern Ireland who 5
- mentg for the emigration of boys and girls to Australia._JThia;

scheme is being worked through organisations which have be

 _up in Australia by the Church and which provide institutions
for the reception of childyren from the Britieh Isles and gi

' them a certain amount of training in various trades before .

‘placing them in jobs in the Commonwealth,

|  at the beginning

by the Roman Cat pa in Northern Ireland on the grounds
“that the Roman Catholic population would be reduced! At the

”';present time, however, the representative of the movement from

. Australia is working in close contact with the Bishope and th
scheme is being workedfmainly“through-the Roman Catholic volunta

.. homes' in Northern Irelandg-_

: I don't know what Pfoéédufe'haefbéen'laid down by the Home
- Office in so far as England and Wales are concerned, but it i
~-quite clear that the procedurs in Scotland is at variance wit

~“that which obtains in England. . On the question of age I think

. ~that the 1imit of 10 years fixed by the Scottish Home Departme:
“is & liberal one but I carnot understand why, they refuse to -

. accept the guardianship of the Minigter ford&igm'_tion;; ory .
-indeed, the Superior of a Home. On the whole I would be incline
~to the view that we here should be .prepared to ‘accept whateve

- .arrangements exist in England 8ince, in all probability, that
- Will eventually be the scheme which will be applied in Scotland

S In Great Britain the Secretary of State has power by

i regulations to control the making and carrying out by volunt
-organisations of arrangements for: the emigration of children;

We did conelder a similar provision for our legislation but th :
Parliamentary Draftsman thought that we would be prohibited from
doing .so. The whole auestion is more likely to arise 1in connectiq

with voluntary organisations than in relation to children in the.

care of Welfare Authorities. : T e
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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
GOV-785

In tandem with the consideration of the inspection programme, the HIAI has
identified a lack of reference within MoHA and SWAG reports to the
regulatory duty of administering authorities to:

“make arrangements for the home to be visited at least once in every month
by a person who shall satisfy himself whether the home is conducted in the

interests of the wellbeing of the children and shall report to the administering

authority”.°

This was a matter raised by the Hughes Inquiry, which found that MoHA and
SWAG did not consider whether this and a similar duty imposed on statutory
bodies in respect of statutory children’s homes was being discharged in a
satisfactory manner. The findings were that it in a number of cases, it was
not. This provision was an important safeguard for children, having the
potential to alert those ultimately responsible for the management and
running of the home to poor care or questionable practice. It was a statutory
requirement and a fundamental matter that should have been checked
during each MoHA or SWAG inspection/visit to each home.

The migration of children

The Departmental statement to the HIAI dated 9 September 2014 in respect
of the migration of children, set out the statutory framework in which
schemes for the migration of children to Commonwealth countries operated.
The statement also detailed MoHA'’s knowledge of the extent to which
children were sent from Northern Ireland under the auspices of these
schemes and the concerns expressed about them. The migration of children
was an initiative of the UK Government and there was no evidence to
suggest that MoHA or the Executive Committee of the Privy Council (the
then Northern Ireland governing body) were involved in the establishment of
such schemes. Nevertheless MoHA and members of the Northern Ireland
Cabinet were aware of their existence and operation in Northern Ireland.
The Department has already conceded that the migration of children was a
misguided policy

The Department’s statement noted that on 24 February 2010, the then Prime
Minister, Gordon Brown, on behalf of the UK Government apologised to
former child migrants from the United Kingdom who had been sent as
children to Australia and other British Colonies. The Prime Minister stated
that in too many cases vulnerable children suffered unrelenting hardship,
neglect and abuse in the often cold and brutal institutions that received
them. The Department has stated to the HIAI that it fully endorsed the Prime
Minister’s apology and acknowledgements in this matter.

e regulation 4 in respect of Welfare Authority Homes and regulation 4(1) in respect of Voluntary Homes

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
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TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE

Date....oooooo 29th June, 1950,

T discussed the VARGV 1114 with Mrs.
to-day in the presence oOT seyeral members of her Tamily.

All are in favour of taking the boy on three months pro-
bation. I have no doubt but that the home will prove to be
suiteble to the boy's requirements, and he will be given the
‘utmost care and attention.

My repori g week was based on the physical capab-
ilities of Mras. She has a cataract on her left
"eye, and as a result, her sight is slightly impaired; she
is awaiting development of the impairment, when an operation
can be performed.

Mrs. daughter, aged 23 years, does most of
the housework. She appears to be a sensible girl, and in
any event could handle a_child expertly.

1 have completed an Al. and also Form# W.31 which is
herewith attached.

The home will be ready to receive the child by Monday,
July 3rd. : Ie

E;Lv(fa}§
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Forat No. W.34

" TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE

Dist. Now......coovvioiiiiiencennn, CASE REPORT Reg. No ....... 5 /0/2,9 ......
' ’ c. & Y. P.
Name .. T— —— ............... S . Part ;:
3.
a .
AQAr eSS et Adoptions _
Date........ 45 _«5. .... / 4/% .......... 6{ APS . ' ' - | ::on;::;::d "“"e._'_s
“Me

in sSeptember LYoV a lettner was recelived 1ron Noruaern ireilana
Tuberculosis Authority, stating wag. ready for discharge.

He was admitted to the Children's Home, Coneywarren in September
1950. where he remained until placed with Mrs Finlay on 25th inst.
was recently X-rayed, and a satisfactory report received.

His broth@.ﬂ@nigrated to Australia on 6th November under
the scheme organised by the Presbyteryan Church in Victoria.

"Nan" 1s boarded-out with Mrs Elizabeth Moore, Castletown, Rke who
is a sister of Mrs Finlay, James' foster-mother.

Following the mother s death, the small farm was disposed of,
and the sum of approximately £300 is held by Messrs McConnelly &
Pgffe, Solicitors, Omagh in trust, during minority, to be
divided equally between the three children.

.  Jogd
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Dist. No

Name

Address
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Forat No. W.34

TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMHTEE'J/

......... 2. CASE REPORT Re No. 3.0, &3
: c.&Y.P. 7 '
Part I. ~
Lt e e e r et ey g.
Coneywarren Children's Home, ~  ° " A&
........................ Agoptions
9th Februery, 1951. . . probation. e
When plaecin with Mrs E. Moore of Castletown

this afternoon, the address of woposed foster-parent of James
was obtained. Thée home is with Mrs Matilda FPinlay, sister of
Mrs Moore, who resides in County Londonderry. It was explained
to Mrs Moore that before placing it would be necessary
to obtain approval from Co. “ondonderry Welfare authorities.
20TH FEBRUARY. : ‘

To-day a letter was receiveqérom Co. Londonderry asuthority
intimating their approval to the placing of James with Mrs
Finlay. Subsequently Mrs Moore was advised the position. She
will communicate with her sister as to suitable date fo
placement to be effected. _ .
23RD FEBRUARY. o

Called with Mrs Manra thig afternoon, and learned that Mrs

Finlay could ‘accept on Sunday afternoon 25th February.
Mrs Finlay is a sechoo. oo cher, end this is the most suitable
day. Arrangements were made fo: to be conveyed to the

foster-home on 25th inst., and that Mrs Moore, and Nan (James'
gister) would travel with him.
25th FEBRUARY.

This & ternoon weo A;“veyed to the home of Mrs Finlay, °
and en route Mrs Moore anc were gicked up_at Castletown.
es from Londonderry. It is

The Finlay home is sbout eight mi
,;fiﬂﬁ;

a wooden bungalow, comprisi room, two bedrooms. They

.contemplate adding another bedroom and scullery in the early

summer. Mesntime, g single bed has been provided in the sitting
room for :

The occupants of the home are Mr and “rs Finlay, adopted
daughter, and boy who works for them. Mrs Finlay and daughter
occnnv one bedroom, and Mr Finlasy and the boy the other.

as well received and although a little upset, it
quickly passed. When time of degarture drew near, he was busy
"playing" the piano, Mrs Finlay's daughter having promised to
teach him, o e

Mrs Finlay will take to school with her each day.

‘The children will see eacn other frequentlv as it ia the Adegire
of hoth Mrs Moore and Mrs Pinlay that the
should not lose touch.

Agreement, duly signed SIGNED..NMMM.;.. A
attached, ' C::”
| S JLoky
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f XX 381-2 | : 10th July, 1950.
Qur Ref: B,O, 122. : -

Dear Sir, -

In response to your circular concerning the efforts of the
Presbyterian Church of Victorla to give opportunity to orphan:children
-at_tho hool in Dhurringile. We have & child in our care
date of birth_ 1942, an orphan whom I feel
‘would benefit from this experience. Being an Australian myself and
belng intimately acquainted with the Fairbridge Farm Schoel projects,
I can appreciate vhat this opportunity might mean to an orphan boy.

o At present he is in a Presbyterian foster home and after
consultation with the Reve J. Boyd Moore, B.A., we both agreed that

- we would like you to consilder this child. No doubt, you will require

. further information and we willl be only too happy to give you the

- complete case history.

Yours faithfully;

County Welfare Officer_

Rev. Andrew Boag, —'_‘ .
1l Miller Terrace, - :
Maybole,

Ayrshire,
Secotland,

VGC.J/EMcM

Scoaf




AUS-11718

TYBQWE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE.

,/‘ L - /
]‘N( ...... g') R - Keg, Noo...... , ’a‘

REPORT CARD -

S HIA 354 ee—

Id P
AdAICSS i m .

B.O. Child
Act_Child
er

Rev. J. Boyd Moore B.A. called .
this afternoon to discuss with County
gﬁ%g?ﬁe Officer, the future of

I had a long talk with Mr Moore
on the subjeect, and he is prepared
to approve ofm going to
Australia. He had not previously
congidered the sultability of the climate
but now thinks it would be ideal for
the child. He now feels that migration
to Australia may affordmmore '
opportunity that he would have in Co.
Tyrone. : -

In regard to separating the family
he feels that the brother and sister's
health condition is such, it might
never be possible to re-unite. them.

- I told Mr Moore that County Welfare
Officer would keep him informed of
any action taken.

He was pleased to learn that Dr
James, T.B.Officer for Co. Tyrone
had examined [RILNEE and pronouncea
him fit, and free from infection.

Q)
t/oo\

5
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22 |

TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTER

MINUTE RELATING TO TRANSACTIONS AFFROTING CHILDHEN

4 Mseting of the Welfare Committee of Tyrone County Council wes held in
the Urban District Council Chanbers, Town Hall, Omagh, on Mendey, 17th July
1350, :

' Menbers present;- (1) Mr, J.P. Duff, presiding; (2) Mr. C,A: Beattie,
(3) Mr. M. Busby, (%) ¥, 3.c. Colhoun, (5) Mr. A, Gallagher, (6) Mr. R.A. ‘
Orr, (7) Mr. D.H. Martin, (8) Mr. S. Millar, (9) Mr. J. MeGuckin (10) Mr.
J.A. Gamble, (11) Mr. W.A, EDiott, (12) M. T.J, McCaughey, (135 Mr. Wmn.
Stewart,

An apology for non-~atterdance was received from Mr. B. 0'Reilly.

10, + MINUTES, COMNEYWARREN HOME SUB-COMMTTTEE " |

The Minutes of the Coneywarren Home Sub-Committee were submitted and
approved,

On the proposal of Mr. Gallagher, seconded by Mr. Orr, it was agreed to
ratify the appointment of Miss Pollock as Matron in a temporary capacity.

11, BOARDED-OUT CHILDEEN

The followi recommenﬁa

Offic

(a)

(b)
()

The County Welfare Officer suggested that ETNEEA ight be
sidered for emigraticn to Australin.  He soughg permigsion to pursue
enquiries with this in view. Agresd. |

S 12, . CHILDREY AND YOUNG PERSONS ACT 1950

On favourable raports being sulmitted by the County Welf

the

13, CONEYWARREN HOME IMPROVEMENTS 3 |

the Ministry of Home APfairs relative to the proposed improvements in the
laundry accommodation at Coneywarren. He stated that the Ministry were not
in complete agreement with the views of the Committee's technioal adviser and
he had arranged for the technical officers to get together and discuss the
matter further, Noted,

The Secrstary reported that he had received further corresponience from g”

i
L R v i
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. ] Fory No. W.23
'RONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE.

iretict)
13, ¢, Child

(Hrver=Ererr
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Lo ! RECORD BOOKLET—Form L '

(. \ FOR THE REVISED STANFORD- BINET SCALE _

; E -__'f*‘_ ‘1 as desuribed in Terman and Merrill's Measurlng Intelligence”  No.._ _ —

I P ' . ' ' ‘ o © Series._— .

2 COPYRUGHT, 1937, BY LEWIS M, TERMAN AND MAUD A. MERRILL ° . - o
The reproduction of any part of this Test by o duplicating machine, orinunyolh:r

e . 1 way, whother lhnmpmducﬂou are to be sald or not, Is a violatlon of the copyright law.

i ! v .
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. B % completaly . Utitle Interferenca pormal ; attention easily dlstractad ]_1{ abstracted ;
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TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE /-

.................................

4 '
"!ﬂ.]ﬁmmu¢§l4 ............. CASE REPORT

Old_Person:
Name HIA 354 Blird:
..................................................................... ghed:
address .o NN .. 1908 Act CHild.

Handicapped.

. BuFials.”
................................................................... M(ef:::,asl He Act.

was to-day conveyed to Tyrone County Hospltal where
he was X-rayed.

T talked with Dr James, Tuberculosis Officer for Co. Tyrone and
he gave me a certificate stating thatwas free from infection.
He considered it an excellent plan to send this boy to Australia.

We went to Uoneywarren wherehad lunch. Subsasequently,
Was medically examined by Dr Bradley on behalf of Dr J.A.

l Sunningham. The necessary form was completed, and pogether with
certificaté from Dr James, forwarded to Australia House.
:%: A fee of 7/64 was paid to Dr Bradley.
| I conveyed to foster-parent's home at Donemana.“,' and
‘discussed privately with her the proposed migration of this boy.
-V\}gle if selected she will be sorry to lose but realiaes

N

'the opportunities he wlll be afforded in Australia.

SIGNEDLUMJM .....
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TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTER
) MINUTE RELATING TO TRANSACTIONS AFFEOTING GAILDREN
L Heéting of the Welfare Committes of Tyrona County Council was held in
the Courthouse, Onagh, on Monday, 18th September 1950,
Members present;- (1) Mr, J.B. Durs siding; (2) Mr. 5, Millar,
(3) ¥agor R.A orr, (4) M. Do Martin, (5) t, B o Elliott, {6) #r. 7.7
MeCaughey, .
11. - MINUTES OF CONEY7AREEN HOME SUB-QOMMITIER
The Minutes of the Coneywarren Home Su]:.-Ccmmittee were submitted ang
approved. . ' )
The County Welfare Officer stated that it would be desirsble that
ttse's Homes should be medically exemined before
: . hoped to make voluntary

The County Welfare Officer made the f
to bog

(=)

(e)

T OpOsa . O Mr.

Yartin, seconded by Mr. ¥cCaughey, the recommends- }
tions were spproved. .

\)

J

. IE

’ /2 ]'1‘
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. FORM \10 W, i\/
‘YRONE COUNTY. WELFARE COMMITTEE
Dist. No.. Ul Reg. No... . HH&i ...

M HIA 352 [
HIA 354
e WY

,"‘ YU % SO %Q*thd.h%__._

&ow . %Lv-‘_k

b b —

= - | A 354
Lo Leee S Qb"“

‘ ~|::(\°—4L“-"9“r-
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

, AUSTRALIA HOUSE
::EEA;EHIRE:';‘;GT::TION o.n-':czn l T STRAND - LONDON . : e—

- "CRGTONATE, ESTRAND. LONDON''
- aND quoTe Ww.C.2 I :

: . , . | f
GFG/ MW C _ ! Telephone: TEMple Bar 2435. ;
. 7 , ) . I

30th October, 1950,

‘Dear Sir,

With reference to the party of children proceeding

under the sponsorship of the Dhurringile Rural Training Farm
Orgenisation, sailing in the M,V,"CHESHIRE" from Liverpool on
or about the 7th November, 1950, I have pleasure in enclosing

herewith a railway warrant Noe. bum{3 for the undermentioned
childe o

HIA 354 |
A Document of Identity in lieu of a passport for

the above named child will be handed to the Reverend A.Boag
who is the Senlor Escort to this Party. :

S

Yours-fa ithfuliy R

.

NM W/im»ka%
(Noel W. Lamidey)}
CHIEE MIGRAT ION OFFICER,

Br. Ve Ce dJones, Esge,

County Welfare Officer,

Tyrone County Welfar Committee, . ,

County Welfare Office, Omagh, - 0Sh
Co.Tyrone.N.Ireland.
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FOrRM No. \!-

TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE.

.. 2 ol

................... Reg. No......

. . REPORT CARD

Old Person
Blind
B. 0. Child \/
1908 Act Child
Other Caxe

<

At the Peques‘ if thi ﬁhildren‘s_
officer, T visited ® this morning,
sand collected cldthing and other articles
belonging to the B. 0. child, IENEEE
These have bheen left at
GreenfTield Tor conveyance to Coneywarren

to-morrow.

There was an air of depression
and deep resentment in the _
home, at the removal of the boy,- and
all T could say, was that the decision

to send. the bhoyv abroad was taken, after
long and most careful consideration.

The decision would prove to be
the right one, while the opportunity,
from the point of view of the hoy's
future was too good to be overlooked.

——— e

C' . 7-:""-‘.- ‘ (':‘"- b

T %

Date Receiv';é BNOV |950

ﬁate_...l. -11 x. 50 °
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Day 50 HIA Inquiry 15 September 2014

Page 35
1 I think precludes me from doing that, because i1t does
2 indicate a guardian would normally be appointed by the
3 court, and 1 would assume 1t means a court in Northern
4 Ireland.
5 But if 1 may go back a little in time, i1t iIs right
6 to say the Minister may have been mistaken In granting
7 consent, but there was a continuing duty on the Tyrone
8 County Welfare Committee to keep the Ministry appraised
9 of all relevant events. Now even before i1t made its
10 request to the Ministry or at the time It made its
11 request to the Ministry i1t failed to inform the Ministry
12 that HIA354 had a younger brother and a younger sister.
13 It failed to inform the Ministry that two of the foster
14 families were living almost directly opposite one
15 another and In the case of a third child the mother in
16 that family was the sister of the mother in one of the
17 other families. None of this was brought to the
18 attention of the Ministry.
19 But perhaps of most importance is the failure to
20 inform the Ministry of the request for adoption by the
21 foster family with which HIA354 was living. 1 think
22 the remark made by one of the County Tyrone welfare
23 officials, perhaps the Child Officer, was, "Let"s hope
24 it blows over™, something to that effect.
25 I have to put to this Inquiry the position that the

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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provided reasonable detail of his progress, health, development and interests

until he attained 21 years of age.

(m ile evidences that the welfare authorities consistently promoted
indirect sibling contact in the form of letters, photographs and updated information about
in Australia. This is in keeping with the policy to ‘maintain family links’ that is

referred to in a letter signed by the welfare officer dated 10 October 1956.

(n) Documentation ir file shows that the welfare authoritv consulted with
the Ministry of Home Affairs in August 1950 about considering or the

Migration Scheme to Australia.

(o) There is no documentation on the files discovered so far that the HSCB’s predecessors
were consulted by the relevant departments in London before any children from

Northern Ireland were sent on the Australia Migrant Scheme.

(p) There is no documentation on the files discovered so far that predecessors of the HSCB
were informed by any voluntary organisation that the organisation intended to, or had

sent, children from Northern Ireland on the Australia Migrant Schemes.

() The Foster carers came forward to ask to be considered to adopi albeit at a
late stage when he was about to emigrate to Australia. There is no evidence to suggest
that this was given due consideration which, upon reflection, | would have expected to

happen.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

TIUTR :
Signed: WQ/"‘M

Dated : 10 September 2014



34.

35.

AUS-5972

paragraph 4). MoHA consent was given in the belief that the statutory
requirements had been met. It is noted that prior to giving his consent, the
Minister sought reassurance that “a responsible officer or agent of the
managing body of the farm” would assume guardianship of the child
(Annex A paragraph 5). As the guardianship of immigrant children was
vested by law in the Australian Department of Social Welfare,* this
information, if made known to him, might well have satisfied the Minister’s
concerns. With reference to the requirements on the Minister to ensure that,
where practicable, parents had been consulted, the child in this case was an
orphan and therefore the question of parental consultation/consent did not
arise.

A letter from the MoHA dated 19 August 1950, by way of response to Tyrone
County Welfare Authority’s request regarding the approval of the Ministry to

m | WANRCISY/ S cmigration stated:;

... The position of orphan children is one which has given some concern to
the Ministry. Where, however, it is in obviously in the interests of any child
that he should be allowed to emigrate and satisfactory arrangements can be
made for safeguarding the child’s interests, the Ministry will not raise any
objections to his emigrating under a scheme conducted by a reputable
organisation.”’

It is apparent from this communication that the Minister had given considered
thought to the child’s circumstances, and as required by Section 115(5) of the
1950 Act, the potential benefits of emigration to him. However, it is now
known that prior to departure for Australia, his foster
carers, Mr and Mrs having been deeply disturbed at the removal
of HENERE *° had visited the Tyrone County Welfare Authority office on
3 November 1950 with a request that they might adopt the child.®*® This
information was both significant and relevant to the Minister’s considerations
about emigration and the best interests of the child. There is no evidence to
suggest that the foster carer’s interests in adopting were shared with
the MoHA. The record of the visit would indicate that the Welfare Authority
was determined the request would not be further pursued.*°

Question d)

What was the rationale for participation in the Australian Child Migrant
Schemes by the Department, or any of its predecessor bodies?

36.

Other than the statement made by an MoHA official and reported in
paragraph 18, the Department has been unable to locate any further
information which explains the rationale for the MoHA’s expressed
willingness to facilitate the migration of children to Australia. As part of its

% see paragraph 49

" Annex A paragraph 10
%% Annex A paragraph 13
* Annex A paragraph 14
0 Annex A paragraph 14

10
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PRIVATE

bath. We were given new clothes and we were taken by boal acmss tha Insh
Sea lo Liverpool to board a ship to Australia. | racently found an aniche in the

Tyrane Conatitution newspaper aboul ma going to Australia.

My madical cedificats is dated 137 September 1080 | left on 7" November
1950 on the M Y Cheshire when | was eight years old. On toard & Minister
called Raverend _was looking after us akang with 2 Scottish tady
called_ who was moving to Australia with her son,

 There was na duty of care shown to us whilst we were on the ship. After twa or

three days Into the journey a boxing rng was set up and we were mades o fight
gach other for the enterainmant of tha other passengers. This was 8
horendous expéarience as | had naver hoxed tefore and | was ona of lhe

yaungest boys on board, | didn't know what was happaning to me.

When we crossed the aquator we wers made fo s In a chair and we wefe then
tipped backwards info a wh of water. Apparently il vas 8 fracition but Hound it a
very frightening experience and | hid on tha ship for two days n casé o
happened again. | beftierded a worker on the ship called - EEEE
avantually found me. On the ship we docked at Ferl Said. Locat men in rowing
noats camea over to the ship to barler for goods, | theught this was a good
oppofunity to got a treat so | sent down all my clothes on a rope and in return |
received a box of Turkish dalight, When | opened the box it was Ul weevils, |
was only lefl with the clothes | was mﬂring;

ictoria, Australla (15" Dece

12. We arrived In Melbourne Port on 15" December 1960, We were taken on a bus

ta Dhurringile Training Farm which was abaut 2 hundred miles from Melboume.
It ussdd to be a prisoner of war camp and whan we arrved it atitl had barbed wire
around the grounds,

HLA 354 PRIVATE 9



TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTER

CHITOREN'S COMMITTER

: A& Meeting of ihe Children's Comnittee ¥as held at Coneywarren on
¥ednesday, 6th August 1952, :

) Present:- Mg, Glasgow, presiding; Mrs. Leary, Mr. Todd, Ma jor Orr,
¥r, McCaughey, Mr, Colhoun and Mr. Brennan, |

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Brennan on his Pirgt attendance at g nmeeting

of the Children's Committes, i
1. _ MINUTES

_ The Minutes of the previcus meeting held on 4th June 1952 were confirmed l‘
‘and signed. i

2. RE-EIROTION OF CHATRMAK AND VICE-CHATRMAN I

"~ _On the proposal of Mr. Todd, seconded by Xra. Leary, Yra, Glasgow was
re-slected Chairman for the enauing year,

~ On the proposal of ¥r., MeCoughoy, scoonded by Major Orr, Mr. 0'Reilly _
. WEB unandmously re-elegted Vice~Chairman, i

3. ' MATRON'S HRPORT , :

The Matron, Coneywarren Children's Home, submittcd hep reporte for the :
manths of June anpg July. It was stated that 8t the end of June thers were - !
26 children ip the Eome and st the end or July 23 children in the Home, ;

with effect from 12th July.  Miss V., Parke had been employed from 20th July
to relieve during domestics! holidays, It was reported that the sandpit hag
begn enlarged and more sand provided, that fire drill had Boen held on lst

by 2 night prowler in the grounds; the police had been notified, It was
Btated that op ong Juns four of the children, Bccompanied by MNurse ¥eNally,

- that next Year the members ghonld Join in organising g trip for aas many of
the childrcn as possible,
On the proposal of Mr, MeCaughey, rooonded by Mr. Todd, the rapert wes
adopted,

the proposal of M, MeCaughsy, scoonded by ¥r. Todd:- g
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1lth June, ' 52.

Deai 8ir,

te. AU 98 born -ﬁ
Ccross,

2/0. sro. NN

In November, 1950 LALXEEE brother of above named, migrated to

- Australia under tue Presbﬁterian Church of Victoria EScheme. It vas

our intention thet when JUEER attcined 8 years, he should if possible,
join his brother at Dhurringile Training Farm scnool.

having IalELel nominated. It would be agoreciated if you could arrange
to have RUEEE] tested and let us have an I.Q, ceprtificate for submisslon
to the Presbierian Church Aunthorilties. We would also like a report
from the Chest Specialist, at St. Columbs on his health condition.

Thanlting you,

We havi to-day written to Rev. W.V. Martia, re, posslbility of

Yours falthfully,

)

For County Welfare Officer,

The County Welfare Officer,& Secretary,

County Londonderry County Councll welfare Committee,
l, Strand Road,

Coleraine,

CO. DERRY.

MEMceF/BD.

Jos i




slater in England, whers employment was be i :
anaroval be given to an experditura of a mm not exceeding 13 on the
provision of » miiteble auteit,

with 8418CT I'rom lst August ag it wag felt that the foster parent was too

That be plaged in the employment of Mr. Cressen MeTIvor,
Braoczey, Sixmilacrosa, with effeot from 4th tugust and that he reside
with his former fostar parent without payment of boerding eut allowenca,

Lpproval was given to an expenditure not exceeding £15 on the provision

_ Arising out of the Teport reference wos made by Mr. Colhoun to the Faat
that Mrs, M, 4, Medleer, Derneught, Castlecaulfield, the farmer foster parent
of Davigd J. ¥oore, had assigned a small famn for his 1ifetime ard he

about which Mrs, Mefleer would not desire any publicity, Eventually it was
Agreed thet a member of the staff shoula verbally commmicete the Committoe'a
Bppreciation of the aemtiop,

The County Welfere Officer indicated 4bet —i_sn dous meeting it was
i tentative arrangements fo to rejoin his brother
at the Dhurringile Tarm Mooy vemcre 4ig fustralie but that
8lNCEe tnen, by indirect aamner, he hed learmed of rather disguieting reports
concerning the unhampiness of the boys there, He ateted that he hag written
to the Supervisor of the Centre ang also to mome nersonal contacts in fustralia
and that he awmitec renlies, In the circumstances, it waa agreed to defar
further arrangenents in regerd to the migration of James Lockhert,

Reference was made to the low Balary ecales pPrevailing in the oane of
Nurasry Wurses and it was agreed to regomnend the Welfors Committes to anprosch
the Ministry of Home Lffaire with a view to osuiteble review, :

ROBERT P/REE
Secretary

Dated this day of 1952,

That b8 removed from the care of Miss Boyle, foster pa.reﬁt, ST
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA . e
Department of :Social Serv1ces*“f
Assembly Hall, R ;5,1‘
7 156 Collins Street} -
P _Melbourne, C.1.

26th August, 1958, ] AUSTRALIA,
The Welfare Offlcer, ’ R ;“'_gkiigﬁd
‘County Tyrone Welfare Committee, ', = - . [; S '
OMAGH, NORTHERN IRELAND. : o - N o
' Dear Sir, . :— . ,; e ;ﬁ' e rf“’fwj
- r . v = rl,“'\:‘ .
Thank you for your letier of 14th inst. with cooyfo? 4
Robert s letter to Sadie.” I am very appreclatlve of your w--fﬁﬁ
courtesy in advising me’ 1mmed1ately. .1 o - AN

\.:; A

"I am quite at a loss to unaerstand some of Robert 5
assertlons, but 1 feel that you. should know some facts.

1. Food. I regularly ate porridge when I was a boy in England
.but soon found that eating porridge in this warmer climate made
me suffer from p1aples and boils. . Hence, porridge is not:ia |
popular’ breakfast food here. -1 st111 l1ke it but it does’ not

© like ne.’

' . I have had mld—day and evening meals with the boys
..and, eaten the same food and.I have never heard the boys complaln,
‘of lack of food. - I will make full*lnqulrles, however. A good
breakfast is essential. . :

2. - Our boys at 17 or 18 years ‘of age choose their own -callings;
in life and we find accommodation for ‘the boys.'in‘the Christian
homes of our Church folk. ~ Two,oFf our senior-boys ‘have been '
placed and are worklng in, town!of the Goulburn'Valley._

T B All boys at 18 must undergo 6 months’ Nationmtralnlng in one
of the Services., This 1s a Government directive "and law.  All
other boys do this and very few-boys in Australia take up the life
“in any of the Serv1ces as & Cadling..i i

We are training the boys who leave school and do’

not choose a trade or profession, in fTarming pursuits, Such
senior boys. recelve wages plus keep, the two belng Worth £5 to £6
per+week., < . o S EIN

- - - »‘_- . ' . Y -.‘.~'— . - C- - . . -
st : v __:.l

4, i 0ut Superintendent who is an Elder of the Church has been
1nt1mately known to- me*for almost 20 years and he sacrlflced a
lucrative "job .to take: “up. this ‘position at a much’ reduced’ salary
because’ Of’hls 1ove'for work anongst boys and youth?bf the- country
\,.. T EACRTS B K
V151tors to ”Dhurr1ng11e” have all stated that .
there i$' a freedom -and family happinéss.in. "Dhurr1ng11e"~whlch
they have not met anywhere else 1n this State., o

! :-’:"' R T -“z,'ai"«." "gg‘o("s

Tewoa

4

- R
L
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National Committee ‘

Y.M.C.A's. of Australia,

Jones, B.3C., Cr. Sturt St. ¢« City Rd: STH..MELB.,.

Welfare Office, AUSTRALIA. 9th October, 1952.-
UMAGIre IRBELAND. : - = -
Dear Vic, . S

What a waelcome surprise yours of August 14 was.
You will see by ths above that I am still on the job, but only.
in an honorary capacity as I am attached to the Commonwealth Gove:
ment assisting in the assimilation of migrants. My job is to
coordinate work of churches and voluntary organizations. throughouw
Australia - a challenging and exacting privilege. It entails a~
lot of travelling but the results, speaking in general, are so,
far rather encouraging. Seven=-hundred-thousand migrants take a
lot of blending into a community in five years in a small popu=-
lation such as Australia's. Wa have not had experience of A
"foreigners", nor indesd very much of the post-war Brltisher who
seems to be somewhat dlfferent from those who cams out many years
vefors. ' v
The economic situation in Australia is not good and spo
the number of migrants coming has had to be drastically cut, bu't
everyons looks forward to renewal later. : LT

I am doing an sppreciable amount of ¥Y.M.C.A. work and
still occupy my old offlce, becauss although I am at present on
Government payroll I am still only an "attachmsnt" and not looked
upon as a public servant. This has very many advantages as I
deal with churches and other independent bodies.

Re Dhurringile Tarm School. I have been absent and so
have delaysd reply to your enquiry. I know the place and have
been there but have not first-hand knowledge of the existing
school management. It 1s in a delightful part of Victoria and
from «hat point of view I do not think it could be faulted. I wa
hoping I might be able to pay & personal visit but find this
impossible at present. I have, however, msde some judiciocus
enguiries in various quarters and in the absence of a personal
inspsction, my impression is that the conditions compare quite
favourably with other similar institutions bsing run by various
churches. My impression is that it 1sg not as far advanced as
some others, o.g. NMethodist Church Tally-Ho Scheme,, but I know of
no reason why a boy should not have a great opportunity as result
of attending the school. I will not cease enquiries and if I
should have opportunity of a visit, or securing some further
valuable knowledge from reports I will let you know.

Football, I have only seen cne geni
L ) nior match I am awa
%O much, but I still have a regponsive chord vibrating whenev:ry
thgegioﬁge sounihof adfootball or hear a repcrt with the yells of
over the radio. What a long time it is sincs
I met? Much.water has flown undsr the bridge. I have gg?nazg
ﬁapan twice in connsction with Australian YMCA service thefe
Sgp:ﬁgigige onlyIOEe representative in Korea and sxcent iﬁ'a.
¥y wa ave reli i i 3 )
col1bainen] Yy ; Inquished dirsct conti;} to ons qf my
One of our forward advances.is the Openi Cié;,
! : in t
E¥QA Cgllege for Leadership Training at Homebgsh S%dnev.he
. 1;@ emit@,~whom you will remember, from Perth and Spfingfield
%s 1ce—¢r%nc1pal.an@ doing a great job. It is going well aftsr
cur years'! experiment, but we have the old story, we need much
?ggz Z;ganci.blg g;ink we would reguire about £50,000 for builé-
I . ests shment. The graduates are doi 11 i
jobs 1n churches and v.y¥s and othe ; e tE o ous
] Js. a r youth lec i
Ern Pickering recontly. He has resiggéd frciquPShlp-

I saw
Perth andg is now




AUS-11293

e L T

(%)
AVENUE AT CONEYWARREN

.Gallagher drew attention to the fact that there was a long narrdw

ading up to the Children's Home; he emphasised the desirability of
two ar three passing bays at which traffig could meet and pass and :
resolved to refer the matter to the Welfare Committes, ;

A e e

SREE St T p—

he Dhurringile Training School. He asked the Comittee to encoirage F
-k 6f boys of suitsble type and hended round for inspection mimerous :

e o : opraphs indicative of the good worlk that was being done.

- Gallagher moved a resolution of thanks +o Mr, Bell for a most ;

Enhtening and interesting talk and this ¥as seoonded by Mr. 0'Redlly !

Chairman

T T T L . a1, 3 st o
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. fﬁfV The ‘Mense. R
SRR Tatura S
. Victoria N

. . 4Austra11a.
: Mrs MLE McFaddeN.

Chlldren 8 Offlcer.;,

;,g”ﬁ gtCounty Welfare: Office :
L."J"Egﬂfs Omagh IR AT .
) Dear Mrs MoFadden, coe SR VTR T R e e A
ﬂk‘:;g Many thanks for your letter dated IIth.,of June B
laBt..!__ _t::"_ o ﬂ.“ - L "’,j _ H s L
S I- have asked the Superlntendent of 8001a1 Serv1ces «the“Ret .
G Harrlson to. arrange for .an official- report on >,
to be-. sent tor.you from his ‘office-and ‘have also asked that 'z photo
of *be rincluded .- T- herewith,, send you nw own personal report e
Cas, Convener of Dhurr1ng11e.~. !;fy_. . ,r i N PR
holds - place 1n my affeotlon that 1s all hlS own. I
llked him!whén T saw him and that - ‘liking has’ grown with time.. He -
is &.dear little, 1ad. . ~Bverybdédy -reacts to him in the same, way and
‘1. feel he- will have a very~suocessful Jife in Austra11a.,~He is R
happy -here and . is:doing well at -Bchool. -"We have not,said anythlng .
“to him” about the p0351b11ity of h1s brother. coming out ‘and: will - not
=until- that: poss1b111ty becomes & certalnty but - I:know how. thrilled .
rhe will -be-when he does hear. “He is .in perfect health and ‘is'a. . ool
favourite w1th the boys.. I shall arrange Wlth the Superintendent

of’Dhurringile to send you a- report 2 stated 1ntervals. 5; lJ -
N ', . T hope that 1t will be osslble-for youm commlttee {o mlgrate
- large number of boys of. type. You may rest assured that

‘we will do all 1n our power for them 1f you do. T . Jmp‘”
With kindest regards from Australia,3 Q,» G T e o
;2 ;- U : e ":j;”‘ﬁ.gm?éf
Ll ;ﬁﬁ.~ Your's s1ncere1y,.$*; .
Cowe s BT S T N 'loutf
'_’, 7 - _I.‘
b ;‘,. Ll ;—.",
o F
[ e , | I
1At
. o v Wt
- PR LN
L S . -
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groin and | was kept in Moorcapna hospdal s:grne:» o visit me and
he sat close to my bed. He shpped his hands in under my bed sheels and
nlerferad with me. | didn't know what was happening. He faok advartage of ma
as | couldn't push him off. A nurse was in the reoem at the same time but she
dwin't see what he did. This was the only sexuat abuse | sufferad whilst | was a

resident in Dhurringile,

23, Tyrone County Welfare Commiftee meating minutes of February 1958 stata that
on 10" February 1958 the Committee received another letter from
Superintendant [T advising that | had contacted TB and that my
brotier and sister be Keptinformed. The same letter stated that | had compisted
my third year al technical college and had galnad my Junlor Technical
Certificate. My education was 1o continue hy corespondeancs bul 1hie was never
arranged. The letter from Dhmnng:&a raquesied thal my brother and sister keep
in touch by correspondance and suggested they send photos of themselves to
kKeep my spints up. The Caommittas noted that-am} Bl o advised of

my iiness and that they promised to wiite more oftan and send $naps.

24, The whole time | was ih Dhurringlle | wicle te my .s‘.sh,—'r-and she raglied. |

think we exchanged lettars every couple of months, | wiote o [l crce o
twice but | don't think brothers are vary good at keeping in contact with one

SNainher,

25. The Tyrone County Walfare Committes mesting minutes of August 1958, March
1939 and October 1959 state that it had recelved a health prograss report about
ma from Ghurnngite. In January 1960 the Committes discussad a heaith report
irom the new Superintendant at Dhuningile called _ The report
confirmad that | was gut of hospifal and had retumed to the home and that | was
daing well | went back to Dhurringile for a shart time ard one day | was given a
traln ticket 1o Melboume and | had o leave. | left Dhumnglie in 1961 when | was
seventean vaars old. Whan | arivad s Spencer Streat Station | didn't know
where to go ard by chance | saw a boy from the home called _Hp_,
along with a few other boys from the home were tiving with [ ESIESI
Bayswater which is a suburb of Melboume.  [[JEEIES o moved from

HiA 364 PRIVATE G
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TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE

- A. P. FIELDS,
County Welfare Officer - -

COUNTY WELFARLE OFFICE,
OMAGH.

7th September 19 56,

MRS. M. E. MeFADDEN
Children’s Officor.

Telephone No.
Omagh 381-2.

Dear Sir/

Under the Presbyterisn Church of Victoria scteme, one
of our boaxzded out orphans, born 1942, salled
for Ausiralia on Gth Uovauber, 1930, and culy arrived at
"Dhurringile” Rural Training Wamn in Decenber of that yesr.

On 5th Beptember, 1051 we rceceived Prom Rev. A.0.
AU 43 Supt. of Social Services a prpgressive repori asout

HIA 354

Gollins 5t., Meloourne asking for a »rogress report, out no

On 1lth June 1352 I wrote to Rev. Andrew Boag at 1%

reply was ever recelved here, In that letter, it was uocinted
out thadlhere was a vossibility of RN brother, JRUEE
born being nouminated, On 8th July 1952 T
virote to Rev, AU 43 at the same adfress requesting

a progress renHrt, but that letter too was ignored. 0On 1hth
SAugust, 1952 the County wWelfare (Qfficer v.rote tom

- no rewly re. ﬂlvom.

From time -to time members. of the Children's

.C,omr iittee inguire i;o\" EINEEic ;etting on, but I can tell
them nothing., - -

Apart from that, [MEYKRE has a SlS‘teI‘ vno
resides with a_at Omagh
and his brother [YUYERJresides with foster-parents in Co. Derry,
and naturally they 1lnguire about him, indeed NSEEis terribly
disappolnted at not receiving a letter from hlm Since March,

1956,

- i
You will appreciate that as a Welfare Officer I am
most anxious that members of feamilies should be kept in touch
with each other, and T would respectfully ask you to be'good
enough to let me have by return, a full progress repor on

m and. a pHotoLraph for hls sinter.
e /2,
! -

i
|

1

R A e T S i e e e A e e e 2 L ad eevttens  ae
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TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE

COUNTY WELFARE OFFICE,

A. P, FIELDS,
OMAGH.

County Welfare Officer - -

MRS. M. E. McFADDIEN

Children’s Officer. 19

Telephone No.
Omagh 381-2,

/2

If I do not hear fromn you, I shall be forced to take the
matter up with the High Conmissioner.

Yours faithfully,

Lu.e»c,.m;{}wm )

Children's Officer,

QSPcretary, :
Department of Social, %erv1ce,

Assembly Hall,

156, Collins Btreet,
- Melbourne, C.1.,

AU AUSTRALTA,

MEKCE/VG. Sy




Tel. No.: Omagh 881.
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' - TYRONE COUNTY WELPARE COMMITTEE

Urs. H.E. McFADDEN County Hall,
Children's Officer. Yountjoy Road,
Omagh,

Co., Tyrone.

7th August, 1963.

- : ‘ (.
Mr. Colin G. Tutchell,
Superintendent,

"Dhurringile Training Fern”,
¢/o Murchisen Rural Telivery,
Victoria, ‘

Australlas »

Dear Mr. Tutchell,

B HIA354 A Ree

I have to acknowledge with thanks your letter of 1lhth March
encloasing Progress Report in respect of cbove-namned.

My Cormmittee at recent meeting were delightéd tc have news of
RIBEEE 14 send their best wighes to him for a happy, and successful future.

Please give my kind regards to UaNEER and tell him that one day I
hope we will meet agein in Northern Ireland.

HIA 354 sistcr has achieved one of her ambitions, mm

employment as shorthand c_lerk,/typist in our County Council Offices on

My Committee have no fixed policy concerning migration, and we would
always be willing to co-operate. At present we have no boys availagble, as any
that would be suitable have family ties. ' '

:‘ _ Yours sincerely,

Children's Officer.

St00Yy
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2 THE BANNER OF THE TRUTH IN IRELAND

Catholics (which is an important link leading to the Enquirers’
Classes) will go on. The vital Scriptural inStruction and
general education for the children will be maintained by
L.C.M. teachers as formerly. Colportage work in the country
and the witness of the Society in Dublin will bring the message
of the Gospel to many needy hearts. ’ .

That is the intention of the Committee, because it believes
it is the purpose of God. Itis hoped alsothat it will be possible
to continue the Babies’ Nursery, which is contained in the
modern building erected in the grounds of Boley House, at
Monkstown, Co. Dublin. ‘

Tokens Already

_ These important decisions have been made after much con-
sideration and prayer. Far-reaching changes now follow
them. It has been a source of great encouragement to the
Committee to see already manifest tokens of God's blessing
outpoured upon the Society. We know that supporters will
rejoice with us that these evidences of the Lord’s favour have
already marked the difficult path we must tread in the present
reorganization. '

We invite all friends to special waiting upon God, whose
promise is : - '
““ Call upon Me in the day of trouble :
I will deliver thee,
And thou shalt glorify Me.”
: .—Psalm 50, v. 15.

~

MANOR HOUSE HOME, LISBURN

The foliowing are some notes concerning our children’s
home in the North of Ireland.. , ; .

First of all we send our:prayerful good wishes and con-
gratulations to Mrs. Weir (whom we have formerly
known as Miss Scott, the Matron of the Home). She was
married on January 13. As she is to live at Finaghy, only
fct)}lllr miles away she hopes to keep in touch with the children
still. ‘-

At the beginning of the autumn Canon J. S. Taylor was
compelled through ill-health to resign the chairmanship of the
local Committee which he has guided so ably since the Home

NG A T TEeevAUS-11063 1)
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THE BANNER OF THE TRUTH IN IRELAND 3

was opened in 1927. A successor to him has been found in the
person of Canon Henry O'Connor.

Early in November seven of our boys sailed away to
Australia. They are going to a training school from which
there will be opportunities for them to enter secondary schools
and the universities.  Writing from Port Said, they were
evidently enjoying the trip. But they were missed very much
at the Manor House. 7

News of the arrival of the seven boys in Australia has

reached us and we have been asked to include the letter which
has been received at the Manor House Home. It was written
from Melbourne on January 12 last, and comes from Rev.
A. G. Harrison, of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. He
says :
“On behalf of our ‘ Dhurringile Rural Training Farm ’
Committee, I have to thank you for-your co-operation and
help in arranging for the migrants from the Manor House
Home to come to Australia with our representative, the Rev.
A. Boag.

“The boys arrived safely and are settling down to Aus-
tralian conditions. Arrangements are being made for their
Primary, Secondary or Technical education for 1951 according
to each boy's inclination.

“ Great interest has been shown in the boys throughout
the whole district and there have been many. offers of help
in the surrounding towns and countryside that, when the boys
are ready to leave the Home, many good friends will offer
the lads a home and positions. Each boy will choose his own
job in life.

“ Meanwhile, with abundance of milk, butter, cream, fruit
and meat, etc., all the boys appear to be happy and putting
on weight.” '

We know that our friends will remember to pray for these
lads as they begin life in a new land.

During last year an appeal was made over the wireless of
the B.B.C. for the Home in the Week's Good Cause. The
Rt. Hon. Sir J. Milne Barbour was the speaker.

In January Miss Bonynge, the new Matron, was wel-
comed ; and we shall pray that under her direction the work
of God amongst the children will go on.
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3. Manor house was mixed with boys and girls of all ages. We stayed in rooms
which had about four or five to each room. | was beaten a couple of times by
staff. | cannot recall their names. On one occasion | was carrying a brick and |
dropped it on my toe by accident. A male member of staff hit me around the
head for carrying the brick. | later found out that the brick was attached to a
rope that was tied to me stopping me from running away. | was also tied to my
bed at night. We were beaten as a form of punishment — | think it was the
staff’s way of disciplining us. After being beaten we were put into cold water
baths, | am assuming this was to prevent bruising. If | ever played up the staff

threatened that my mother would not come to visit me.

4. | attended Lisburn Public Elementary School which was down the road from the
home. We went to church every Sunday as the home was run by the Church of
Ireland. In the home | felt like an ordinary child as | didn’t know anything

different

5. My mother married a man caIIed_on 2" July 1949. She told me
years later that after she married she told Harry about me and they came to
Manor House to take me home but she was told that | was adopted by a wealthy
family in Dublin. | obtained my school records in 2000, the records show that |
was taken out of school for a period of about one month. | believe that this was
when my IVIother,- and his children went to the home to collect me. My
mother did not have any more children, although she became step-mother to

_ two children and the family continued to live in Belfast, until

-retirement when they moved to Lowestoft in England.

6. |cannot remember what we were told about going to Australia. | do recall older
boys in Manor House saying | would come back black because of the sun. |

didn’t want to go as soon as | heard this. | do not recall being asked by anyone if

HIA 346 PRIVATE 2

| wanted to go to Australia.
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walld then say “well it is going ta hurt more if you keep wetting the bed”. It was
yat another punishment for wetting the bed.

I remember always baing thumpead on my head by staff at Manor House. They
would use their open hands and hit both my ears at the same time and it was
reaily painful. 1 recall being punished by the use of a cane and | recall a whip
with long strings attached which réally hurt on impact. The staff would shout at
you when they hit you “Don't cry and don't tell, you cry, you get mors",

| recall being dressed in girl's clothing by one Minister although | do not recall his
name. | felt a sifk dress belonging to my wife at one stage and it was made from
the same fabric and it brought this memory back to me. The Minister did this
quite often to me arnd made me sit on his knee. There was not skin to skin
contact but | could fael that he got an erection and | could feel it through the silk
fabric. Again | was brought to see this Minister by [ NGzl

| do not recall what age | was when the sex abuse commenced in residential
care in Lisbum but the more painful physical punishments started when | was
around seven years old. | also recall my feet bacame totally misshapen because
we never wore shoes

| did not recaive a proper education in Morlhern Ireland. They refemed to me as
“a retard” because | was small and | would stand up to them and fight back so
they kept me under lock and key and called me retarded and | was not kept at
school of given a proper education.

| ramember the issue of migration to Australia being discussed in Manor House
My mother gave consent to my being sent to Australia. They did not ask us if we
wanted to go but they told us that we were going. | recall being petrified
because | had not been going to school and | distinctly remember asking some
of the other children to teach me what they had learned at school because when
I arrived in Australia | was going 1o have to know as much as they did.

| laft Manor House in Movember 1950 when | was nine years old. Six other boys

from Manor House left with me.  Their names were [IELENCAS]

HiA 341 PRIVATE 3
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7. | sailed to Australia in December 1950 on the MV Cheshire which was a former
troop ship. Eight boys in total left from Manor House. | was the youngest. Two
boys came from Coleraine to Manor House to make the journey with us. We left
on a boat from Belfast and arrived at Liverpool. There were twenty-nine boys in
total that went on the ship — eight from Ireland and twenty-one from Scotland
and England. All eight boys from Ireland had to share clothes from a small
suitcase and we were not allowed to wear shoes on the ship. A Minister called
-was on the ship with us. | was starving for the first three or four days on
the ship as no-one told me where we were to eat as we were not allowed in the
dining room of the ship, we had to eat in a separate area, so | missed out on
meals. We were allowed to run around the ship with little supervision. | think

we had lessons on board.

8. My certificate of migration was signed by the Matron of Manor House, [l
BGEY on 20" July 1950. My medical examination certificate is dated 14"
September 1950 however | do not recall having a medical exam. My date of

birth recorded on the migration certificate was incorrect. This also | believe

when | started being called |ilakalinstead of my first name RNl

Dhurringile Rural Training Farm (15/12/1950 — 1956)

9. When we arrived in Melbourne on 15" December 1950 we were taken on a bus
to Dhurringile which is about 100 miles from Melbourne. It was in the middle of
nowhere and was used as a prison camp during the war. It was dormant for a
number of years and then bought by the Presbyterian Church. It only opened in
1950 and we were the first boys that stayed in it. Boys kept coming and going
and | think there may have been around one hundred boys through the home.

Dhurringile was run by the Presbyterian Church of Tatura and we were

HIA 346 PRIVATE 3

sponsored by them for a supposedly better life in Australia.
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bath. We were given new clothes and we were taken by boal acmss tha Insh
Sea lo Liverpool to board a ship to Australia. | racently found an aniche in the

Tyrane Conatitution newspaper aboul ma going to Australia.

My madical cedificats is dated 137 September 1080 | left on 7" November
1950 on the M Y Cheshire when | was eight years old. On toard & Minister
called Raverend _was looking after us akang with 2 Scottish tady
called_ who was moving to Australia with her son,

 There was na duty of care shown to us whilst we were on the ship. After twa or

three days Into the journey a boxing rng was set up and we were mades o fight
gach other for the enterainmant of tha other passengers. This was 8
horendous expéarience as | had naver hoxed tefore and | was ona of lhe

yaungest boys on board, | didn't know what was happaning to me.

When we crossed the aquator we wers made fo s In a chair and we wefe then
tipped backwards info a wh of water. Apparently il vas 8 fracition but Hound it a
very frightening experience and | hid on tha ship for two days n casé o
happened again. | beftierded a worker on the ship called - EEEE
avantually found me. On the ship we docked at Ferl Said. Locat men in rowing
noats camea over to the ship to barler for goods, | theught this was a good
oppofunity to got a treat so | sent down all my clothes on a rope and in return |
received a box of Turkish dalight, When | opened the box it was Ul weevils, |
was only lefl with the clothes | was mﬂring;

ictoria, Australla (15" Dece

12. We arrived In Melbourne Port on 15" December 1960, We were taken on a bus

ta Dhurringile Training Farm which was abaut 2 hundred miles from Melboume.
It ussdd to be a prisoner of war camp and whan we arrved it atitl had barbed wire
around the grounds,
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2 THE BANNER OF THE TRUTH IN IRELAND

Catholics (which is an important link leading to the Enquirers’
Classes) will go on. The vital Scriptural inStruction and
general education for the children will be maintained by
L.C.M. teachers as formerly. Colportage work in the country
and the witness of the Society in Dublin will bring the message
of the Gospel to many needy hearts. ’ .

That is the intention of the Committee, because it believes
it is the purpose of God. Itis hoped alsothat it will be possible
to continue the Babies’ Nursery, which is contained in the
modern building erected in the grounds of Boley House, at
Monkstown, Co. Dublin. ‘

Tokens Already

_ These important decisions have been made after much con-
sideration and prayer. Far-reaching changes now follow
them. It has been a source of great encouragement to the
Committee to see already manifest tokens of God's blessing
outpoured upon the Society. We know that supporters will
rejoice with us that these evidences of the Lord’s favour have
already marked the difficult path we must tread in the present
reorganization. '

We invite all friends to special waiting upon God, whose
promise is : - '
““ Call upon Me in the day of trouble :
I will deliver thee,
And thou shalt glorify Me.”
: .—Psalm 50, v. 15.

~

MANOR HOUSE HOME, LISBURN

The foliowing are some notes concerning our children’s
home in the North of Ireland.. , ; .

First of all we send our:prayerful good wishes and con-
gratulations to Mrs. Weir (whom we have formerly
known as Miss Scott, the Matron of the Home). She was
married on January 13. As she is to live at Finaghy, only
fct)}lllr miles away she hopes to keep in touch with the children
still. ‘-

At the beginning of the autumn Canon J. S. Taylor was
compelled through ill-health to resign the chairmanship of the
local Committee which he has guided so ably since the Home
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was opened in 1927. A successor to him has been found in the
person of Canon Henry O'Connor.

Early in November seven of our boys sailed away to
Australia. They are going to a training school from which
there will be opportunities for them to enter secondary schools
and the universities.  Writing from Port Said, they were
evidently enjoying the trip. But they were missed very much
at the Manor House. 7

News of the arrival of the seven boys in Australia has

reached us and we have been asked to include the letter which
has been received at the Manor House Home. It was written
from Melbourne on January 12 last, and comes from Rev.
A. G. Harrison, of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. He
says :
“On behalf of our ‘ Dhurringile Rural Training Farm ’
Committee, I have to thank you for-your co-operation and
help in arranging for the migrants from the Manor House
Home to come to Australia with our representative, the Rev.
A. Boag.

“The boys arrived safely and are settling down to Aus-
tralian conditions. Arrangements are being made for their
Primary, Secondary or Technical education for 1951 according
to each boy's inclination.

“ Great interest has been shown in the boys throughout
the whole district and there have been many. offers of help
in the surrounding towns and countryside that, when the boys
are ready to leave the Home, many good friends will offer
the lads a home and positions. Each boy will choose his own
job in life.

“ Meanwhile, with abundance of milk, butter, cream, fruit
and meat, etc., all the boys appear to be happy and putting
on weight.” '

We know that our friends will remember to pray for these
lads as they begin life in a new land.

During last year an appeal was made over the wireless of
the B.B.C. for the Home in the Week's Good Cause. The
Rt. Hon. Sir J. Milne Barbour was the speaker.

In January Miss Bonynge, the new Matron, was wel-
comed ; and we shall pray that under her direction the work
of God amongst the children will go on.
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S, W, TEASEY

TREASURER 'S

i -

A circulating pump in the heating system which
ensured the flow of hot water to the drying room had
gone out of action, Mr, J. B/ Cathcart, Plumber &
Electrician, 32 Railway Street, Lisburn, had been asked
to examine this. He had dismantled the pump and had
discovered that certain parts needed oiling. The pump
was now working and the job would cost £1 approximately.
The Secretary had also asked Mr, Cathcart to repair a
leak between two sections of the urinal in the boys'
toilets This had to be approached through the ceiling
of the boiler house beneath, He was informed that the
charge would be in the region of £2, His action in these
matters was approved. He promised to look into the
question of having the whole circulation system serviced
at regular periods. This was apart from the oil-burner
which was serviced by the Clyde Fuel Company who installed
it ‘

Re . report of Sub-committee on 23.6,61 (paragraph 8).
It was decided to ask Mr. Leslie Bell to inspect the Jjob
which had been done by his sub-contractor in the hope that
he might be moved to compensate the Committee in some wayo.

The Rev. T. H, Frizelle proposed that Committee
members should inspect the Home at frequent intervals -

men outside and ladies insides

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE :

DAY PICTORIAL A letter from the "Sunday Pictorial" inviting the

Committee to allow the Home to join the "Lonely Children
Appeal, 1961" (whereby gifts are sent to children in
Residential Homes) was read., It was decided to write a
letter of thanks and appreciation in reply stating that
the children of the Manor House Home were well catered for
in this respect,

This report had been received per the Belfast Welfare
Committee from Mr, R. J. Read, Superintendent of"Dhurrungile
Training Farm",. Mentioned in this report were five of the
six boys who left the Manor House Home for Australia in
December, 1950,

Tt was decided to send a circular letter to each ex-
M.H.H. boy, whose address it was possible to get giving
such news of the Home as might be thought interesting.

It was suggested that a similar circular letter be
sent to any ex-M.H.H. children whose addresses could be
found.,

It was reported having received a letter from Mrs,
Wm. Teasey, 49 Belmont Ave., Belfast 4, requesting to have
two children in her home for a week at Christmas, The
Secretary had visited Mr., & Mrs, Teasey and was impressed
by them and their family. Mrs. Teasey had spent some
of her childhood days in the Manor House Home.

It was decided that as the number of children was
usually reduced at Christmas time this could not be
approved. The matter could be discussed again if things
seemed favourable nearer Christmas.

OTHER BUSINESS:

In the absence of the Honorary Treasurer the Secretary
read the list of subscriptions, etc. received during
September and the accounts for the same period (listed on
page U). Dr., McCann proposed these .be paid and Mr.
Frizelle seconded.
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Brother Movement, and this appeared an affront to some Catholic leaders
who felt they had no equivalent service to offer suitable Catholic youth.*®

2.51  In 1922 the Knights of the Southern Cross was established in order to promote
the interests of Catholics and to counter perceived Masonic and ‘Orange’ influence in
the community generally. One of the objectives of the Knights was the promotion of
Catholic immigration. It was in Western Australia that the Knights moved to
encourage child migration with the approval of the bishops and the assistance of the
Christian Brothers, especially two prominent members of the Order in Perth— Brothers
PA Conlon and FP Keaney. The success of the Fairbridge Farm School at Pinjarra
provided a challenge to Catholics in Perth. They responded by developing their own
farm school at Tardun, which was intended to train both Australian and British youths
in farming techniques.*’

2.52  After extensive negotiations between British and Australian churchmen and
the Australian, Western Australian and British Governments, Brother Conlon was
eventually sent in 1938 to the UK to finalise arrangements to bring about 100 boys to
Western Australia. Three groups of British child migrants — 114 boys in all — were
brought to Christian Brothers’ orphanages in Western Australia in 1938-39.
Dr Coldrey characterised Catholic child migration in the late 1930s as small-scale,
privately organised, enjoying a small government subsidy; and motivated by sectarian
and child rescue considerations.*®

2,53 In 1930, as the Depression deepened, almost all immigration to Australia
ceased. Youth migration under the Dreadnought Trust and the Big Brother Movement
was curtailed, however Fairbridge was permitted to continue its work bringing
children to Western Australia and Barnardos to its home at Picton (NSW). There was
almost a complete cessation of immigration for the next seven years.

2.54 By the mid 1930s, as noted earlier, Canadian restrictions on the entry of child
migrants forced the various agencies emigrating children to turn their attention to
other countries, including Australia.

2.55 In 1937, juvenile migration to Australia under the Big Brother Movement and
the Dreadnought Trust recommenced. In the same year a second Fairbridge farm
school was established at Molong (NSW) and the Lady Northcote Trust established a
similar farm school at Bacchus Marsh (Victoria); and the Christian Brothers brought
their first group of child migrants to Tardun (Western Australia). Two years later the
outbreak of World War Il terminated migration for the duration of the war.

46 Coldrey, The Scheme, p.126.
47 Coldrey, The Scheme, p.128. See also Submission No0.54, p.4 (JLG).
48 Coldrey, The Scheme, p.128.
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programmes at the
time rhey were in
operation, there was a
ErOwing awareness
during rhe larrer part
of rhe ctwentieth
century that the
whole concept was
questionable and rhat
its implementation
had caused much
emotional pain and
distress to many of
those involved.

The child migration programmes have evoked acknowledgement, by most voluntary
agencies, that their predecessors’ policies (which led to many vulnerable children being
senr thousands of miles away from their homeland) had negative aspects, even if well
intentioned. More construcrively, this revised chinking has also led o the emergence of
systems to assist the people who have experienced migration in order to help them discover
rheir families and their origins in che Unicted Kingdom.

The Original Justification

The legislative basis for funding che child migrarion schemes was the British Empire
Act 1922, This allowed the Government to give funds to non-governmenr agencies in
support of their migration work. This included the subsidising of fares and the mainrenance
of children sent overseas by the voluncary agencies. As has been observed in the earlier
chapter on migration to Canada, many in positions of authority in the Governments
involved and in rhe various charities, saw migration as an opportunity to address 2 number
of issues. Thus all involved were persuaded chat everyone would benefit from a degree of
directed migration for children who it was said, were unable to live wich their families.

The Curris Repore (1946), also considered the issue of migration of children and it is
worthwhile quoring from their one paragraph on chis subject (513): “Iz is clear to us that
the effect (arrangements to select children for migration) is that this opportunity is given only te
children of fine physigue and good mental equipment. 'These ave precisely the children for whom
savisfactory openings conld be found in this country, and in present-day conditions this particular
merhod of providing for the deprived child is not ome that we specially wish to extend. On the other
band, a fresh start in & new country may, for children with an anfortunate backgronnd, be the
Joundation for a bappy life (and should) remain open ro suitable children who express a derire for it.
We showld, however, strongly deprecate their setting out in life under less thorough care and sapervision
than they wonld bave at home, and we recommend thar it should be a condition of consenting to

CHANGING TIMES CHANGING NEEDS
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emigration of deprived children that the arvangements made by the government of the receiving country
Jfor their welfare and aftercare should bs comparable to those we have proposed in the report for deprived
children remaining in this country.”

The general position of Curris was not in favour of sending children abroad. Where it
was to happen it should be only open to children: “whe express a desire for it.” They were
also very clear that the care that che children should receive on arrival in other countries
should be as goed as that that they would receive in this country. The benefirs claimed for
the scheme were considered to be that the care agency would no longer be financially
responsible for the child, the receiving country would have fresh citizens of “Christian
British stock”, the receiving family or institution would have another pair of hands and the
child would have somewhere safe to live and all the future opportunities of a new land. The
Catholic involvement in child migration was also in part fuelled by concerns chat che
Protestant child care agencies had become well established-and that there was no similar
provision for Catholic children in Australia.

Request from Ausiralia

When the religious order of Christian Brorhers
made a plea for 100 English Cacholic boys to be sent
to their newly established farm school in Wescern
Australia in 1938, Cardinal Hinsley and the Catholic
Emigration Association agreed, relucrantly, to
support the idea. Also, in 1938 the Christian
Brothers were approached by the London Counrcy
Council {L.C.C.) with a request to esrablish a scheme
for girls. It was hoped that the Sisters of Nazareth
would run e peojecr for girls in one of theic Western
Australian projects, which they later did.

In 1939 copies of rhe planned scheme wete sent to
Canon Craven, then Administrator of the Crusade.
In a letter to Bishop Griffin, of Facher Hudson's
Society in Birmingham (larer Cardinal Griffin) abour the proposal, Canon Craven observed

‘150 Years’ pRG

that while supporting the plans, “I should myself have beerr very much opposed to givls going ont
simply to be trained for domestic service and I aught to rell you that the LCC were absolutely apposed
to such a schae. They are afvaid, like myself, that it would mean using poor girls a5 dyadges on farms
and in the towns. This we must certainly prevent.”

Progress Report

Part of the Administrator’s account of cthe work of the Crusade during 1938 printed in
the 1939 Annual Report gives a full account of these initial developmencs:

CATHOLIC CHILDREN'S SOCIETY (WESTMINSTER)
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“A scheme for improving the education and prospects of our boys is that provided by
rhe Christian Brothers at their Farm Schools at Clontatf and Tardun in Western Australia.

The Crusade, in common with all the other Rescue Societies and the Nazareth House
Orphanages in England, has an arrangement with the Christian Brothers in Western
Australia, whereby a certain number of our boys may be sent to them to be prepared in cheir
Schools for an agricultural career.

The boys are sent out to the Christian Brothers between the ages of 7 and 11+. The
object of this early emigration is to bring the children under the influence of Australian
life in their earliest formative yeass and so ensure that in both habit and outlook they will
be, as far as possible, one hundred per cent Australian. The rype of educarion given to these
boys is, first of all, elementary; later secondary; and if the boys have the intelligence and a
taste for higher studies, 2 University education.

Duaring the past twelve months 110 boys have been sent out from various Homes in
England, and as I have already reported, 11 of those boys were from our Crusade Homes.
The reports we have received of these children are most satisfactory.

The very satisfactory narure of this Scheme is in no way lessened by the fact that the cost
- of the voyage to Western Australia is paid by our Dominions Office and the coses of
" maintenance at the Christian Brothers' Schools are met, partly by our Dominions Office
and partly by the Christian Brothers.”

e S S Ty O TSRE H WU SV TR SIS

It was agreed by the Bishops of England and Wales in February 1939 that the Catholic
Child Welfare Commirtees (CCWC) of which the Crusade of Rescue was a member, should
have exclusive control and management of the emigration and sertlement of all children
up to the age of seventeen. The outbreak of World War II put an end to all such activity
until 1945,

An Imperfect System

In May 1945 Cardinal Griffin received a letter from the Archbishop of Perth asking his
agreement to restarting child migration. In May 1946 Cardinal Griffin wrote to Canon
Craven at the Crusade about the pressure he was having from the Church in Australia and
suggesting a meeting of the Catholic Child Welfare Council to discuss the issue. The
Cardinal also refers in his letter to “adverse reports” abour Australia of which he thought
Brother Conlan, of the Ausrralian Christian Brochers schools, should be made aware. Canon
Craven replied char he was not aware of such reports buc agreed rhar if they exisced Brother
Conlan should be told about them. He added that he believed that before any further
rmigration of children began the whole issue needed to be explored on the spot in Ausrralia.

CHANGING TIMES CHANGING NEEDS

At the subsequent
meeting of the CCWC it
was noted that the
Australian  Government
were  seeking 70,000
migrants a year, of whom
they expected 17,000
would be children. They
agreed that someone from
the Council should wvisit
Australia before resuming
the scheme, although there
is no record of anyone
going at this time. Brother
Conlan had by this time,
April 1947, been travelling around England and agreeing with the various Cartholic
agencies the numbers of children who could be sent to Australia. He had idenrified places
for 400 children to go to homes in Western Australia. The Australian Catholic Bishops
had appointed a Bishop to be co-ordinator of the whole migrarion scheme and a Genera}
Secrerary was also appoinred for all Catholic migration Receprion Commirtees.

By August 1947 the UK Government had zgreed, after receiving assurances from the
UK High Commissioner in Australia, that conditions in the Catholic inscitutions in
Western Australia were satisfactory. In the same month, in 1947, some 150 children sailed
for Australia.

The Scheme Ends

1t was not until Novembet 1953 that it became necessary for the consent of the child’s
legzl guardian/parent to be obtained before migration could take place. By this time a
number of Catholic agencies were beginning to question the child care practice and
standards in some of the various institurions in Australia and were saying they required
furcher assurances before they could agree to any further child migration. By 1958 the
Home Office contacted CCWC to ask that treined social workers carry out: “careful
investigation of each child’s circumstances” and liaise with other agencies before agreeing to
children’s migration. CCWC replied by saying thar there was now: “very ligtle likelibood at
present of our sending children to Awustralic.” In fact no children had been sent since December
1956, and none was sent after this time, although 15-17 year-olds continued to 0 our via
other schemes for the next few years. Whilst the scheme was in operacion the Crusade of
Rescue sent a total of 95 children.

All of this does suggest that the Catholic involvement in the sending of children o
Australia was not managed in the coordinated way of che Canadian scheme. It is also

CATHOLIC CHILDREN'S SOCIETY (WESTMINSTER)
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For the past 70 years, the Archdioc¢ese of Perth
has been privileged to foster Orphanages for the material and
spiritual uplift of Catholic children who have no parents or
guardians to care for them. This notable work has been
carried out by the Christian Brothers at their Clontarf and
Castledare Institutions, and by the Sisters of Mercy at S5t.
Joseph's Girls' Orphanage and St. Vincent's Foundling Home.

Many thousands of homeless Australian boys and
girls have passed through the sheltering portals of these
homes and just prior to the war, it was our privilege to add
young citizens from the United Kingdom to our flook.

Since the inception, every year has witnessed new
improvements and more up-to-date facilities to provide for the
welfare and training of the boys and girls. The enterprise
of the Christian Brothers, in providing not only Technical

training, but alsc Farm Schools, aiming at settling on the land,
boys suitable for agricultural and pastoral pursuits, is worthy
of the highest possible praise.

I wholeheartedly commend the proposal to arrange
for the reception of children from the United Kingdom at the
Institutions in Western Australia and commend the Catholic
Episcopal Migration and Welfare Association whicgh is to arrange
and control the migration scheme.

or

Archbishop of Perth.
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rhe Christian Brothers at their Farm Schools at Clontatf and Tardun in Western Australia.

The Crusade, in common with all the other Rescue Societies and the Nazareth House
Orphanages in England, has an arrangement with the Christian Brothers in Western
Australia, whereby a certain number of our boys may be sent to them to be prepared in cheir
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The boys are sent out to the Christian Brothers between the ages of 7 and 11+. The
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be, as far as possible, one hundred per cent Australian. The rype of educarion given to these
boys is, first of all, elementary; later secondary; and if the boys have the intelligence and a
taste for higher studies, 2 University education.

Duaring the past twelve months 110 boys have been sent out from various Homes in
England, and as I have already reported, 11 of those boys were from our Crusade Homes.
The reports we have received of these children are most satisfactory.

The very satisfactory narure of this Scheme is in no way lessened by the fact that the cost
- of the voyage to Western Australia is paid by our Dominions Office and the coses of
" maintenance at the Christian Brothers' Schools are met, partly by our Dominions Office
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It was agreed by the Bishops of England and Wales in February 1939 that the Catholic
Child Welfare Commirtees (CCWC) of which the Crusade of Rescue was a member, should
have exclusive control and management of the emigration and sertlement of all children
up to the age of seventeen. The outbreak of World War II put an end to all such activity
until 1945,

An Imperfect System

In May 1945 Cardinal Griffin received a letter from the Archbishop of Perth asking his
agreement to restarting child migration. In May 1946 Cardinal Griffin wrote to Canon
Craven at the Crusade about the pressure he was having from the Church in Australia and
suggesting a meeting of the Catholic Child Welfare Council to discuss the issue. The
Cardinal also refers in his letter to “adverse reports” abour Australia of which he thought
Brother Conlan, of the Ausrralian Christian Brochers schools, should be made aware. Canon
Craven replied char he was not aware of such reports buc agreed rhar if they exisced Brother
Conlan should be told about them. He added that he believed that before any further
rmigration of children began the whole issue needed to be explored on the spot in Ausrralia.
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At the subsequent
meeting of the CCWC it
was noted that the
Australian  Government
were  seeking 70,000
migrants a year, of whom
they expected 17,000
would be children. They
agreed that someone from
the Council should wvisit
Australia before resuming
the scheme, although there
is no record of anyone
going at this time. Brother
Conlan had by this time,
April 1947, been travelling around England and agreeing with the various Cartholic
agencies the numbers of children who could be sent to Australia. He had idenrified places
for 400 children to go to homes in Western Australia. The Australian Catholic Bishops
had appointed a Bishop to be co-ordinator of the whole migrarion scheme and a Genera}
Secrerary was also appoinred for all Catholic migration Receprion Commirtees.

By August 1947 the UK Government had zgreed, after receiving assurances from the
UK High Commissioner in Australia, that conditions in the Catholic inscitutions in
Western Australia were satisfactory. In the same month, in 1947, some 150 children sailed
for Australia.

The Scheme Ends

1t was not until Novembet 1953 that it became necessary for the consent of the child’s
legzl guardian/parent to be obtained before migration could take place. By this time a
number of Catholic agencies were beginning to question the child care practice and
standards in some of the various institurions in Australia and were saying they required
furcher assurances before they could agree to any further child migration. By 1958 the
Home Office contacted CCWC to ask that treined social workers carry out: “careful
investigation of each child’s circumstances” and liaise with other agencies before agreeing to
children’s migration. CCWC replied by saying thar there was now: “very ligtle likelibood at
present of our sending children to Awustralic.” In fact no children had been sent since December
1956, and none was sent after this time, although 15-17 year-olds continued to 0 our via
other schemes for the next few years. Whilst the scheme was in operacion the Crusade of
Rescue sent a total of 95 children.

All of this does suggest that the Catholic involvement in the sending of children o
Australia was not managed in the coordinated way of che Canadian scheme. It is also

CATHOLIC CHILDREN'S SOCIETY (WESTMINSTER)
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The Sisters believe that 122 children were sent from Northern Ireland. There are 122
children named above. 6 boys appear within the Sisters' lists of children intended to
travel to Australia, it may be that they did not in fact travel due to family not

consenting or due to failing the medical, these boys are:

AU 22
AU 37

SND 49
AU 24

AU 23

There were 5 boys who travelled from Sligo to Termonbacca and then on to Australia
for 29/8/47 sailing:
AU 74
AU 75
HIA 302

AU 76
AU 77

. The only other reference to emigration, in the period between the two world wars,
occurs in 1928 when the General Council minutes refer quite bluntly to the
‘emigration of the children in our Houses so as to spread Catholicity’. About that
time, the Christian Brothers in Australia had offered to take 50 boys to their farm
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27/08/96

1 SURNAME:
| FIRST NAMES: SEX: M
ITHATEOFBIRTH

-V 1 TT TION

| CHILD CARE AGENCY: UNKNOWN
RELIGIOUS ORDER: NAZ/MHO
1 EOCATION IN UK: SLIGO

~ORDER-PAPERS: _ NH SLIGO NAZARETH HOUSE REG NUMBER: %3792_
| CCWC PAPERS: NO REG.NO: 1174
1 AGENCY PAPERS:.

"SAILDATE: 29/08/47 AGE AT SAILING: 12

| PARENTAL CONSENT TQO MIGRATION: NOT KNOWN

| INSTITUTION: ST JOSEPH'S FARM & TRADE SCHOOL
-DESTINATION ORDER: XTIAN BROS

| DESTINATION LOCATION: BINDOON STATE: WEST/AUS
_AUS PAPERS: NO OTHER PAPERS IN AUS

LATER.CONTACTS: 1991 (AUG) CHILD WELFARE DEPT (FAMILY & CHILDREN'S SERVICES DEPT)
PERTH(?)

| QUERY BY FAMILY: UNKNOWN
| HEALFH: UNKNOWN

1 RLP. UNKNOWN  .CAUSE.OF PEATH: UNKNOWN AGEMDEATH: UNKNOWN

LATEST ADDRESS ‘OF MIGRANT:

: 'NOTES: BELIEVED SAILED WITH BOYS FROM TERMONBACCA 1947 BAPTISED 9/8/35 (WATERSIDE DERRY -
ST COLUMBAS) MO'S NAME MARGERY(7) MILLER. ADMITTED CLONTARF 29/5/48 '

1 DERIVATION OF INFORMATION: SR JOHN - NAZ HO
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27/08/96

| SURNAME:
| FIRST NAMES: ' SEX: M
1 DATEOF

| CHILD CARE AGENCY: UNKNOWN
RELIGIOUS ORDER: NAZ/HO
LOCATION IN UK: SLIGO

ORDER-PAPELRS: NH SLIGO NAZARETH HOUSE-REG NUMBER: 500
CCWCPAPERS: NO REG.NO: 1175
| AGENCY pAPERS:
| SAYLLDATE: 29/08/47 AGE AT SAILING: 10
| PARENTAL CONSENT TO MIGRATION: NOT KNOWN

- TON I

T AUSTRALIAN INFORMATION

INSTITUTION: ST MARY'S AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL
DESTINATION ORPER: XTIAN BRQS

DESTINATION LOCATION: TARDUN STATE: WEST/AUS |
AUS PAPERS: NO OTHER RECORDS IN AUS

| QUERY BY FAMILY:
| HEALTH:

JRIP: CAUSE OF DEATH: AGE/MEATH: N/A

1 LATEST ADDRESS OF MIGRANTSEE CONTACTS ABOVE

NOTES: BELIEVED SAILED WITH BOYS FROM TERMONBACCA 1947 CATHOLIC MIGRANT CENTRE PERTH

{ DERIVATION OF INFORMATION: SR JOHN - NAZ HO

LATER CONTACTS: 1991 (AUG) CHILD WELFARE DEPT (FAMILY & CHILDREN'S SERVICES DEPT)
PERTH(?) AND CATHOLIC MIGRANTS CENTRE PERTH HAS CURRENT ADDRESS AND

HAS DOB 1936 D.0.A. CLONTARF 28/05/48 BORN EIRE CASTLEBLANEY(?)
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27/08/96

T D NT DETA

TFIRST SEX: M

-MI! TION

| CHILD CARE AGENCY: UNKNOWN
RELIGIQUS ORDER: NAZ/HO
"LOCATION IN UK: SLIGO

-ORDER-PATERS: NH SLIGO NAZARETH HOUSE-REG NUMBER: 474
| CCWCPAPERS: NO  REGNO: 1173

AGENCY.PAPERS:.

SATLDATE: 29/08/47 AGE AT SATLING: ¥

'PARENTAL CONSENT TO MIGRATION: ~ NOT KNOWN

| INSTITUTION: UNKNOWN
-DESTINATION ORDER; UNKNOWN

'DESTINATION LOCATION: UNKNOWN STATE: UNKNOWN

AUS PAPERS: NO RECS IN ANY XTIAN BROTHERS, CMC PERTH, FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVS DEPT PERTH .

-ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
1 FIRST CONTACT WITH CATHOLIC AGENCY IN UK: UNKNOWN

- LATER CONTACTS:

QUERY BY FAMILY:
HEALTH:

RLP.: CAUSE OF DEATH: AGE/DEATH: N/A

"LATEST ADDRESS OF MIGRANT:

j NOTES: BELIEVED SAILED WITH BOYS FROM TERMONBACCA 1947

-DERIVATION-OFINFORMATION: SR JOIN - NAZ HO
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27/08/96

| FIRST NAMES: SEX: M
1 DATE OF

- A I

1 CHILD CARE AGENCY: UNKNOWN
RELIGIOUS ORDER: NAZ/HO
1 LOCATION IN UK: SLIGO

ORDER PAPERS: NH SLIGO NAZARETH HOUSE REG NUMBER: 473
"CCWCPAPERS: NO REG.NO: 1176
| AGENCY PAPERS:
| SATLDATE: 29/08/47 AGE AT SAILING: 11
PARENTAL CONSENT TO MIGRATION: NOT KNOWN

STRALIAN INFORMA,
| INSTITUTION: UNKNOWN

| DESTINATION ORDER: UNKNOWN

DESTINATION LOCATION: UNKNOWN STATE: UNKNOWN

AUS PAPERS: NO RECS IN ANY XTTAN BROTHERS, CMC PERTH, FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVS DEPT PERTH

1 ADDITIONAL INFORM A
FIRST CONTACT WITH CATHOLIC AGENCY IN UK: UNKNOWN
| LATER CONTACTS:

QUERY BY FAMILY:
1 HEALTH:

R.LP.: CAUSE OF DEATH: AGE/DEATH: N/A

LATEST ADDRESS OF MIGRANT:
NOTES: BELIEVED SATLED WITH BOYS FROM TERMONBACCA 1947

DERIVATION OF INFORMATION: SR JOHN - NAZ HO
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27/08/96

1 FIRST SEX: M

- TT TT

| CHILD CARE AGENCY: UNKNOWN
RELIGIOUS ORDER; NAZ/HO
1 LOCATION IN UK:SLIGO

ORDER PAT'ERS: NH SLIGO NAZARETH HOUSE REG NUMBER: 364
CCWCPAPERS: NO REG.,NO: 1177
{ AGENCY PAPERS:
SATLDATE: 29/08/47 AGE AT SAILING: 5
PARENTAL CONSENT TO MIGRATION: NOT KNOWN
T i ' TI

INSTITUTION: UNKNOWN

DESTINATION ORDER: UNKNOWN

DESTINATION LOCATION: UNKNOWN STATE: UNKNOWN

AUS PAPERS; NO RECS IN ANY XTIAN BROTHERS, CMC PERTH, FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVS DEPT PERTH

N FORMATION
FIRST CONTACT WITH CATHOLIC AGENCY IN UK: UNENOWN

LATER CONTACTS:

QUERY BY FAMILY:
1 HEALTH:

1 RAE.: CAUSE OF DEATH: AGE/DEATH: NfA

LATEST ADDRESS OF MEGRANT:

NOTES: BELIEVED SAILED WITH BOYS FROM TERMONBACCA 1947

DERIVATION OF INFORMATION: SR JOIN - NAZ HO
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1 I remember the first batch of boys going. 1 was --
2 maybe a year -- a year before that, and SR1l and the

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q-

A.

new Reverend Mother says, '*No more boys. No more
children are going away'". That was 1t. You know, that
was -- that wasn®"t going to happen. They weren®"t going
to have 1t. You know, they weren"t going to allow
children to be taken away, and no child was sent unless
maybe some -- from what I -- from my inquiries no child
was allowed to be sent unless some family member can
agree to 1t. Maybe in my case they couldn®t maybe trace
mine.

So what -- 1f I unpack that a little with you, what you
understand had taken place was that at some stage prior
to 1954 --

Yes.

-— a number of boys from Termonbacca had gone to
Australia?

Oh, yes.

And you remember them going?

I remember just a lot of guys dressed up and next they
were gone. 1 never seen them going away and 1 never --
we knew that they were going away, but we went to school
and when we came back, they weren"t there.

But for whatever reason SR 11 put an end to that

process In and around the time --

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Former Child Migrants to Australia: Analysis of Computerised Database
(4th Edition January 1998)By Rosemary Keenan, Deputy Director of The
Catholic Children's Society (Westminster)

Between 1938 and 1963 Catholic religious orders and Catholic Child Care
Agencies in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland sent children to
Australia to be cared for by religious orders who ran a variety of institutions for
children. It is not the purpose of this report to argue the cause and effect or the
push and pull factors operating on the various parties to the programme at the
time. This report is an analysis of data provided by the Child Migrants' Register,
kept at the time, and other extant records where found in the UK and Australia.
It should be added however that the accuracy and completeness of information
recorded at the time varies substantially.All entries on the first edition of the
database have been cross-checked by Agencies and Religious Orders in the UK
and Australia. Amendments have been made to that edition. Subsequent to this,
the database has been kept up to date and this fourth analysis of the database is
therefore a more accurate reflection of Australian child migration by Catholic
Agencies and Orders.From the central Register of Migrants it appeared that 970
children had been sent to Australia. The early process of cross referencing
revealed an additional 37 children, to which a further 140 have since been
added. Whilst the majority of children were sent under the scheme administered
by CCWC, it is believed that other children were sent by religious orders working
directly with representatives of the Australian Church, Australia House London,
and the Christian Brothers in Australia. Evidence for this is found within the
minutes of CCWC meetings written at the time and supported by the finding of
additional children mentioned above. The total number of children sent to
Australia is unknown at this time. There are currently 1,147 entries for former
child migrants on the database.Work undertaken by the Poor Sisters of
Nazareth, who have cross-checked every entry on the original database of
migrants, has revealed new information and additional papers which have been
added to the files kept by CCWC.

AgeThe average age of children sent to Australia was approximately 9.4 years,
the youngest being two years and the oldest entrant on the original register
(with a number prefixed with "C" for child), was a 23 year old who was
accompanying her younger sister. The ages and numbers of children sent in
each age range can be seen in table 1.

Table 1: Ages of Children and Numbers sent to Australia

2 years 1

3 years 3

4 years 11
5 years 55
6 years 84
7 years 99
8 years 164
9 years 142

10 years 154



11 years 114

12 years 85
13 years 62
14 years 40
15 years 19
16 years 8
17 years 8
18 years 4
23 years 1
Unknown 93
Total 1,147
Average 9.4

The majority of children sent were between the ages of 5-13 years, the
Australian Catholic Church preferring younger children to be sent. The highest
single percentage of children sent were eight year olds with about half of all
children aged between 7-10 years of age. There are 93 children for whom the
date of birth/age is not given in records.

Age Analysis of Children
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Gender of childrenOf the 1,147 children sent 795 were boys (69 per cent) and
352 were girls (31 per cent).

Consent to MigrationConsent by birth parent(s) was given to the migration of
children in 221 instances (19 per cent). In 926 (81 per cent) instances it is
unknown whether or not parental consent was given as the documentary
evidence remains unfound.

Senderlt is often difficult to identify the exact relationship between the religious
orders running the homes and the Child Care Agencies that may have placed
children with them. In most instances the Agency would have been involved with



the migration procedures and consents. The relationship between Agencies and
Orders in the decision making process is usually unclear. The social history and
clear reasons for migration are not given on migration forms and only rarely in
supporting documentation.An analysis of those sending children to Australia
reveals that of the 1,147 children, 65.5 per cent appear to have been sent by
the Poor Sisters of Nazareth.

Analysis by Sender
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The analysis in the above chart is distorted somewhat by double counting—
certain migrants have both agency and order recorded (eg Reg Nos 50-53 have
Lancaster Rescue Society and Nazareth House recorded).

Table 2: Children sent to Australia—Analysed by Religious order in UK

Order Total % total
Daughters of Charity 1 0.1%
Brothers of Charity 6 0.8%
Franciscan Sisters 1 0.1%
Good Shepherd Sisters 15 1.9%
Mercy Sisters 8 1.0%
Poor Sisters of Nazareth 755 95.9%
Sisters of Charity 1 0.1%
Grand Total 787

DestinationAlmost half (44.5 per cent) of all children who migrated went to the
care of the Christian Brothers. For 14.6 per cent of all children CCWC has no
record of their destination. Details of destinations are contained in the chart and
table following.

Destination Order of Child Migrants
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Table 3: Destination of Children Sent to Australia

Order/Institution sent to Location sent to

FCIC Brisbane
Fr Carroll

Overall Total

Unknown Rockhampton
Fr Leahy

FCICI Unknown
Fr Stinson

East Camberwell Nazhouse Melbourne
Nazareth House Geraldton
Nazareth House Ballarat
St Josephs Ballarat
Unknown Unknown
Naz SRS

East Camberwell Saz House Melbourne
Naz SRS

St John Bosco's Boys Town Hobart
Salesians

Murray Dwyer Memorial Home Mayfield
SRS of Charity

Goodwood Orphanage Adelaide
St Joseph's Home Neerkull Rockhampton
St Brigids Ryde

St Josephs Subiaco
Thungoona Albany
SRS of Mercy

Largs Bay or Boys Town Brooklyn Adelaide

State
Queensland
Total

Queensland
Total
Unknown
Total
Victoria
West Aus
Unknown
Victoria
Unknown
Total
Victoria
Total
Tasmania
Total
NSW
Total
South Aus
Queensland
NSW
West Aus
NSW
Total
South Aus

19
19
54
84

18
158

33
33
31
31
46

62
22
190



Goodwood Orphanage Adelaide South Aus 1
Hostel (YCW) Melbourne Victoria 13
St Vincents Perth West Aus 4
SRS of Mercy Total 21
St Josephs Kellerberrin West Aus

St Josephs Sydney NSW

SRS Sacred Heart Total 14
Catholic Immigration Committee Rockhampton Queensland |1
Hostel (YCW) Melbourne Victoria 2
Tresca-Fairbridge West Tamar Tasmania 2
Unknown Melbourne Victoria 1
Unknown Perth West Aus 3
Unknown Unknown NSW 157
Unknown Total 166
Castledare Junior Orphanage Cannington West Aus 133
Clontare Boys Town Victoria West Aus 111
St Mary's Agricultural School Tardun West Aus 96
St Joseph's Farm & Trade School Bisdoon West Aus 156
Unknown Unknown West Aus 15
Xtian Bros Total 511
Overall Total 1,147

DeathsThere were 13 deaths recorded either in the Register or in supporting
correspondence. Two were girls who died within months of arrival. The
remainder were boys, mostly in road accidents.To the above deaths have been
added additional details on the deaths of former migrants as adults. It is hoped
that this information will assist those working on behalf of birth families of
former migrants in the future. In total 27 former child migrants are known to
have died at the time of this analysis (January 1998).

Supporting PaperworkAside from an entry in the migrants register, additional
papers kept by CCWC were found for 789 migrants, (69 per cent). Papers varied
considerably in both quality and quantity of information and included
combinations of the followings:

— Migration papers

— Correspondence

— Brief details of reason for migration

— Copies or originals of birth certificates/baptismal certificates

— Medical reports



— School reports from England

— Progress reports on individual children from institutions in Australia.The
above figure does not take into account records that may be held by individual
sending agencies or religious orders.

Enquiries by and on behalf of former child migrantsAccording to the register and
additional supporting paperwork so far consulted 343 former migrants (30 per
cent) have made enquiries about themselves or their families, or information has
been requested by third parties on their behalf. 30 per cent of this 30 per cent of
enquirers have returned to agencies requesting further searches, information
etc. Some of these enquirers have made a number of contacts over a lengthy
period of time. Additionally there were 107 migrants (9 per cent) whose families
made enquiries about them, with double enquiries made in a few cases eg a
sibling and a parent both enquiring on separate occasions.For the purposes of
this analysis contacts subsequent to second enquiries have not been
included.The preceding figures are an underestimate of the total number of
migrants that have made contact. Until recently CCWC did not record all
enquiries made by or on behalf of former migrants. Enquiries to religious orders
and other child care agencies in the UK have now been added to the
database.Table 4 below gives and analysis by year of initial enquiries made by
and in respect of former migrants. Again, this understates the total, as a
significant number of former migrants have, over the years, made further
enquiries.

Table 4: Enquiries by year

First enquiry Second enquiry Family enquiry

Year

1941 0 0 1
1942 0 0 0
1943 0 0 0
1944 0 0 0
1945 0 0 0
1946 1 0 0
1947 1 0 3
1948 1 0 2
1949 0 0 3
1950 2 0 2
1951 2 0 1
1952 1 0 3
1953 1 0 0
1954 1 0 10
1955 1 0 6
1956 2 1 4

1957 2 0 8




1958 6 0 7
1959 6 0 7
1960 7 1 3
1961 5 0 3
1962 8 0 1
1963 |11 1 4
1964 13 0 0
1965 7 1 3
1966 |7 4 5
1967 9 2 2
1968 1 1 1
1969 6 0 1
1970 1 1 0
1971 2 1 0
1972 3 1 0
1973 2 0 0
1974 3 0 0
1975 2 0 0
1976 1 0 0
1977 0 0 1
1978 2 0 0
1979 1 1 0
1980 5 0 0
1981 1 1 1
1982 4 2 1
1983 3 1 0
1984 1 0 0
1985 1 0 1
1986 |1 1 0
1987 4 0 0
1988 5 2 0
1989 8 3 0
1990 7 6 0
1991 13 2 2
1992 24 15 2
1993 22 10 4
1994 |46 12 4
1995 23 7 4




1996 13 8 5

1997 39 18 2
1998 5
343 103 107

Although it would be dangerous to draw conclusions from such incomplete
records, it appears that there is a substantial (and probably increasing) level of
enquiries at present. For example, there appears to have been only a handful of
enquiries during the 1980s, but during the 1990s the number rose to a peak of
62 in 1994. Experience in respect of migrants to Canada indicates that enquiries
from migrants and their descendants are likely to continue for many
years.Acknowledgements—compilation of this report and the three editions of
the central database has taken approximately 700 hours to complete. In addition
to this, many hours have been spent by workers in Agencies and Religious
Orders in the UK and Australia. Considerable credit should go to Sister John
Ogilvie of the Poor Sisters of Nazareth who spent 1,500 hours cross checking the
references to children sent by the order against extant records from the 26
Nazareth House homes across the UK which sent children to Australia. 1 would
like to express my appreciation of Mother Bernard Mary, the Superior General of
the Poor Sisters of Nazareth, who made Sister John and her computer skills
available for this task and who ensured that Nazareth House records in Australia
were likewise checked.My final thanks go to David Walley, whose computer
expertise, gentle guidance and commitment to this project has made the whole
database viable.Rosemary KeenanJanuary 1998



Telephone .
POPESGROVE 7472

St. Hauin's,
38 strawbetry hill Road,
Twickenbam,
Middlesey

(CHRISTIAN BROTHER

i8th June, 1946
is Lordship,the lost Rev N,Farren,D,D,Bishop of Derry.

iy Lord Bishop, are co-operating
The Catholic Hisrarchy of Australisa,with the
Australian Commonwealth's Immigration scheme for securing
several thousand adult and child #igrente annually,in. order
to prevent Catholic Higrants from being taken over by
Non=-Catholic organisations,and also to build up the Catholic
population in Australia.
I have been selected by the Australian Bishops to assist
his Grace, the Most Rev Dr Simonds,@o-adjutor Archbishop
of Kelbourne,in the work of Kigration in the United Kingdom,
and he has asked me,in his absence in Rome and the occupied
countries,in connection with Migration , to reguest your Lorg
-ship's permission to visit the Homes or Institutlions for
children in your Diocese,with a view to select suitable
children,boys and girls,between the ages of 5 and I4 years
for the Australian Pishops' Migration scheme. ‘

In 1938 the Risghops of Western Australia sent me on a
mission,similar Lo the present, in connection with Child
Migration,and T am taking the liberty to enclose a copy of
a letter which I received from the late Cardinal MacRory on

that occasion in connection with Migration,

.t e

I remain, my Lord Bishop,with respect,

Your obedient servant in J.C,



' @ugtralian Catholicumumigeation @Umé&%é-]ﬁ-zj-?'S_

¢ }
s B REVEREND FATHER W. A, NICOL, r.p. LG?LdO?t Oﬁcg .
YDREY BRANCH 1 DIRECTO 3
150, ELlZABETH STREET, ) 146{" St Slfﬁphg?l -
Svoney. Westmanster, S W.1.

CABLE ADDRESS! "'CATHMIGCOM ** LOMNODH.

TELEGRAPHIC ADORESS § " CATMMIGCOM '> PARL. LONDOH. TeLepHOHE : WHITEHALL 6502,

152 21st March, 1952.

3
The Mother Superior, ﬂy&L 'gl/ , i
St. Joseph's Home, LA4VA S\
Termonbscca,

Derry.

@ﬁf lged4” -5 [

Desr Mother, I

I have just returned from a vigit to Australia and beg
to advise you that after a nuwber of years battle with the Home Office
here I have succeeded in securing approval for most of our institutions
in Australia who are prepared to take British migrant children, both
girls and boys. Under the circumstances it will now be possible “for
us to proceed with the migration of many of the children whom you first
submitted.

I would respectfully point out that in all cases every
application must be covered by z case history, a medical history, a
school. report and I.Q. test, birth ahd Baptismal certificates, and
where necessary Confirmation certificates.

At the moment we are processing the following boys:

HIA319
It is necessary for us to have the following documents in regard to

thege boys: Case History, I.Q. Report, School Report and lMedical
History. We have gll the other papers.

I would also be pleased to receive from you some indication
as to whether or not you have any other boys ready to submit for £
migration, and if a trip across to Derry would bhe justified. The age
groups would be as follows: 8 - 12, and 9 - 6. In the case of brothes
we are prepared to exlend the ages either way. .

¥Wishing you every Grace and Blessing,
I remain,

Yours °1nce?f1y.

| Jacd

(Very Rev. W.A. Nicol, P.P.) , ;




AUS-5407

. ' ' i ,
Sulepat Géngia ClReolAn Lenet o Suprtiene  2iforfies 2 ‘N&x[kvl.\'

&

JM.J.

Nazareth House,
Hammersmi th,
London W.6

2lst March 1962,

My dear Mother, ‘

A réquest has been recelved for boyé and glrls %o be
sent to Australla uﬁder the Catholio Em%gration,&chemé, and T wish
you po be,prepared to send some ohlldren. -

.Twentyugirls‘are requlired ét>onoe for Nazareth House,
Geraldton, W,A, and I am consenting to the girla'going, on condi~
tlon that they will be éént to NaZAreth Houges in Austraiia, and
not to other Homes, The boys will go‘és usual to the Christien
Brothers and to a new Home being:opeped for boys, by an order of
Priests., - |

: T am*grieved to say that the Australian Department for

Emlgration has complained about problem chlldren, wet-beds‘and

nentally deficlents helng sent from Nazareth Houses to Australia,

_and these ohlldren will be returned by the Australien Government

to the Houses from which they were sent, The Govermment in Australia
with the Govermment in thls country, pays the cost of trensport,
and says these chlldren are a llabllity on the oountry. The Home
0fflce, London, has been notlfled by the Australlan Government
about thls matter, even the Nazareth Houses in thls country that
sent such children have been named to the H.0., 8o 1t 18 humiliat~
ing for the Congregation, and looks as 1f we were puttling our
ohligations on other people. Thia 18 very serioué, ag I

have been notiflied that asome Catholioc Homes in Australia were to
be closed to chlldren on account of the unsatisfactory state of
effalrs among thesse echilldren, Please remember that Nazareth
Houses wlll be included in thle and the good neme of the Oongre-
gation (at present respected in Australis) will suffer also,

only normal, well-behaved ohildren from b to 10 yeers
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of age are to emlgrated and this 1s the responsibllity of the
Superiors and Slsters in charge of the e¢hildren, It has been
put before me that only the Slaters living In the Houses wlth
the children can really tell 1f they‘are what they ought to be,
1t 18 not poss;ble for dootbre &C, tgzknow,.except In very bad
08808,

A8 goon as you'have gelected the children send me their
names and ages, and be careful not to seleot ohildren helonglng !
to ﬁeqﬁle who méy objeoct fo thelr going.

‘With warm love from all in the '0ld Home! and praying
(od to ever bleass and gulde you.
' Your affectlionate Mother,

*hﬂa,,érnaav»d/ﬂxb&£-77hm&gk

Superior General,
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MIGRATION =
(£) other relutives if they have i
CHAPTER XIII i’;ﬂc‘*mﬂf Order cases; (d) Local Auth fﬁé?ﬁ:hm(?ﬁ
MIGRATION 480, Bscorts sre choes 53 fue
Histoty. 475, ‘Although individua! children had previously gone to € maximum number of cs::ng mﬂfiamﬁmﬂgﬁ S

Authotities is & ratio of one escort to eight chil

Bnﬁ; g::lt]i:s'nrc:umuhndnﬁnn i allocated by the Authorities Voya
i e, ¢ ¥% and other play equipment are needed for the -
voyage. Our parties are met and nnmmin;::

by Scouts and elfan 1o
.: ity fi 1 Associations at ports-of-call

482, A tof s

by the United Kingdp i voicad is paid foe each child on aaling, Gruns,
16 o prveek is paid by the U.
15 Of takes up emplayment, whichever is: 2 i
i claimed by Stepoey from the &mﬁﬁiﬂﬁ?ﬂhﬁuﬂ%&"ﬂ

483. Our Homes are all in the §
tate of )
) G;En{%a small Homé for girls ar %uitrﬁdﬁa;m tE:nlu_' fioatratian
nate b cod, ar Normaohurst, nesr § ey fior gir };l
ﬁuﬂ: hnuaes.nm?l' chlldren_sccommod in e Arute bﬁﬁ:
fifty-five mil {5) A Fazm School for boys near Efr:t R
£z trom Sydncy. of, fome
484. The normial school-lesvi : ;
i S sl and oo 68 13, Clden st
ghet education and tesining, L O Cter forms of

muny countries abroad, the first organized Barnardo party of
fifty-one boys was sent to Canada in 1882, With the outhreak
of war in 1939, migmtion to Canads was suspended and has not
been resumed. Canadian records have becncnlkﬂcduﬁmﬁq
where the Migtation Department deals with enquiries about
0ld Boys and Girls. .

The first party to Auvstralia sailed in 1921, Migmtion was
interrupted during the war but started again in 1947, It It
confined to the Smte of New South Wales.

Policy. 476. The opportunities which exist for enterpeise and hard
work in ﬁu.'ml-zﬁn have confirmed the Couneil in their migration
policy, which is as follows:

1. Children must genuinely desire to go and must not be
over-persaaded;

2. Migration is arranged a5 a move within our family and if
other children ate assisted to migrate they must first spend
a period of six months in our Homes in Great Britain
before satling,

3. The best age for children to make the move is when they
are between 7 and 12 years, but where a family group is
involved such a limiring consideration need not apply.

4. Normally gitls should not migrate between the ages of
13 and 17 years.

Preparation of a 477 Sup-c:l,‘]mdcﬂ IS5 BAre 1 I.I,h'td to forward to S‘ffpﬂﬂ"g 'dIl:

SELR mn;’; of every child who is likely to satisfy the requirements laid
down in pasi. 476

General chamcies, family relationships, case histories and
Superintendént’s cominents are considered; preliminary medical
examination and intelligence tests are carried out, The Chief
Medical Officer makes recommendation and each child's case is
then discussed by the Placement Committee.

478. The Authorities at Australia House carry out 2 niedical
examination and interview the children we have selected. The
migration party with their escore are then sssembled at our
pre-migration centre.  All children are fully outfitted with
clothing suitahle for the journey and for wear in a hotter climate.

Sslegiiop of 479. (1) The medical examination is strict. Children must
ren: show an L.Q. of at least §o; they must not be enuretic nor have

a family history of tuberculosis or mental illness.

(2). Colour: New South Wales does not admit coloured or
half-caste children.

(3). Consent: Consent to emigration in writing must be
obtained by the Migration Department of (2) parents if alive;
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PRIVATE

| 5. My mother paid for my upkeep while | was in care in Nazareth House. My

mother often visited me as did my step father. It was her intention to come back
for me when she got herself established and was able to care for me. When my
| mother came to collect me she was informed that | was no longer there and that
1 | had been sent to Australia. My mother told me this in her correspondence

| when | was older.

Sailing Dates (8 February 1950 — 6 March 1950)

|

|

i

} 6. | was deported to Australia without my mother’s consent or knowledge in 1950
1 when | was five years old. The Nazareth House records show that | was sent to
} Australia in November 1950 but | know from receiving my documents from the
Australian Authorities that | arrived in Perth on the SS Asturias on 6" March
1950. This ship left Southampton on 8" February 1950. Even though my
mother was alive the consent form was signed by the Mother Superior of
Nazareth Lodge, Sister McCullagh. As | was born in the South of Ireland and |
was therefore an Irish citizen | do not understand how the Sisters of Nazareth

and the government had the authority to send me to Australia.

7. Because | was so young | have no memories of my time in Nazareth House. My
grievance is that | was sent to Australia without my mother's consent or
knowledge and from that day | lost my identity and all connections to my family,

my home and my country.

St Joseph’s Orphanage, Subiaco (1950 — 1960)

8. When | arrived in Australia | was placed initially in St Vincent's Foundling Home,
Subiaco, Western Australia. Shortly thereafter | turned six and | was placed in
St Joseph's Orphanage which was in the same grounds. | remained there until |

was fifteen. The home was run by the Sisters of Mercy.

9. Luckily for me my mother was a very determined woman and she eventually got

the name of the home | was sent to in Perth. When | was Grade 3 or 4, to my

HIA 974 PRIVATE 2
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Jeor 1R SR 85
T am sorry to bhave kept you waiting so long for some news apout
the boys, pbubt I only received the final approved list of childrel
from Australia House yesterday. These ohildren are to sail for
Australia from Southampton by the '"New Australia” on Jany 28.
Derry is well represented., We did not get all our nominations
approved but we did well, I think. The approved boys aré as

C ks

'-'E §

I AU 25
21 HIA 305
2, HIA 288

4, AU 8
5,

6 .

7

8 HIA337

9

I HIA 311

T

T HIA 301
121 HIA 285
T4 AU 30

15 AU 31
g HIA 295 .
Rail warrants and steamer tickets for the boys travel will be 8e¥
will be forwarded to you fpom Australia House., They will not pre¥
provide warrants for any sscobts to bring the boys to Lgndon.

T think it would be wise for the children to arrive in *ondon

no later than the tuesday morning., 1 can arrange for them to be
1ooked after here for the night.Their boat train leaves for
Soutbampbon early on Wednesday morning. T will arrange all that w
with Australia House,and 1 will write to you in a few days time w
when the arrangements are more fipalised., My main idea at the p#se
present time is to let you have the namss of the Dboys SO +that
you can arrange their outfits etc.

Augtralia House gave me & 1igt of names of boys you had given to
the selection officer as possibles for the pext sailing.Could
vou let me Xnow whebher or not their names have beenﬂsubmitte& b

before or not,also date of birth,and whe g _to ge
S DaTen

5 consent. The bois names are, .

AU 22 N AU 16
HIA 284
I

‘ HIA 266 !
know that some of these boys have beei submitted perore, put if y
could just give me the above details about them I will try and g

/ get them approved for a gailing in March.
!/ I understand SND 1 was withdrawn because his grandmother

i%k I have no Lypist at the momenb.

A

e e ot o st A
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JM.J.

Nazareth House,
Hammersmi th,
London W.6

2lst March 1962,

My dear Mother, ‘

A réquest has been recelved for boyé and glrls %o be
sent to Australla uﬁder the Catholio Em%gration,&chemé, and T wish
you po be,prepared to send some ohlldren. -

.Twentyugirls‘are requlired ét>onoe for Nazareth House,
Geraldton, W,A, and I am consenting to the girla'going, on condi~
tlon that they will be éént to NaZAreth Houges in Austraiia, and
not to other Homes, The boys will go‘és usual to the Christien
Brothers and to a new Home being:opeped for boys, by an order of
Priests., - |

: T am*grieved to say that the Australian Department for

Emlgration has complained about problem chlldren, wet-beds‘and

nentally deficlents helng sent from Nazareth Houses to Australia,

_and these ohlldren will be returned by the Australien Government

to the Houses from which they were sent, The Govermment in Australia
with the Govermment in thls country, pays the cost of trensport,
and says these chlldren are a llabllity on the oountry. The Home
0fflce, London, has been notlfled by the Australlan Government
about thls matter, even the Nazareth Houses in thls country that
sent such children have been named to the H.0., 8o 1t 18 humiliat~
ing for the Congregation, and looks as 1f we were puttling our
ohligations on other people. Thia 18 very serioué, ag I

have been notiflied that asome Catholioc Homes in Australia were to
be closed to chlldren on account of the unsatisfactory state of
effalrs among thesse echilldren, Please remember that Nazareth
Houses wlll be included in thle and the good neme of the Oongre-
gation (at present respected in Australis) will suffer also,

only normal, well-behaved ohildren from b to 10 yeers
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of age are to emlgrated and this 1s the responsibllity of the
Superiors and Slsters in charge of the e¢hildren, It has been
put before me that only the Slaters living In the Houses wlth
the children can really tell 1f they‘are what they ought to be,
1t 18 not poss;ble for dootbre &C, tgzknow,.except In very bad
08808,

A8 goon as you'have gelected the children send me their
names and ages, and be careful not to seleot ohildren helonglng !
to ﬁeqﬁle who méy objeoct fo thelr going.

‘With warm love from all in the '0ld Home! and praying
(od to ever bleass and gulde you.
' Your affectlionate Mother,

*hﬂa,,érnaav»d/ﬂxb&£-77hm&gk

Superior General,
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73, 5T. CHARLES SQUARE,

PLEASE MARK |
| W.10.
i

| ALL CORRESPOMDEMCE
!

LADBROKE 5305

THE CATHOLIC CHILD WELFARE COUNCIL

Emigrstion foumittes: 9th Decewber, 1955
Al T [ 1 F— Lq
The Reverend iFother, t
Tazareth House, {
Termonbacea, G
Derry, "W.IHEL&ND, 6g
Dear Reverend Hother, fzg
ki : 2 3
Many thanks for your letter of the 6th regarding
the eleven boys whom you wish to emigrate to Australia, 2

Would you kindly complete the enclosed form L.E.H.3,
in duplicate for each child and retura it %o me together with a
birth certificste (short form), school repvort and 1.9. T shall
also require certificate of baptism , details of First Communion
and Confirmation and a case history. It is further necessary
to heve the parents consent form signed in triplicate and duly
witnessed. This matter is of special importance owing to a
new ruling from Australia House. A4s soon as youcan let me have
these documents I will take the matter up with fustralia House,

Ylishing you every blessing,
Yours slincerely,
ﬂ{ﬁﬁuxivﬁj T

 Secretary
ENIGRATION COMIITTEE

Co. Derry,

N, Ireland,
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3. CONSENT

1.  An analysis of the extracts from the registers in Hammersmith disclose that
there are 40 children for whom consent was sought or for whom it was not
possible to seek consent. This goes beyond the 20% of cases of consent cited by
Rosemary Keenan for the whole of the UK. The register suggests there was a

genuine effort to ascertain whether there were parents who could maintain

contact with their children: ‘mother in service” ‘parents dead” There were

cases in which children had been adopted or fostered and such placements had
fallen through. There were instances in which the mother had deserted or was
irresponsible, or had neglected the child, and there were children for whom a

mother or another family member gave consent.

2. The following is a summary of the extracts:-

Extracts from the registers found in Hammersmith

21
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In addition to the foregoing children, in the statement of evidence of HIA324
deceased, he recalls that he had no visitors at all in Termonbacca except for a
woman who visited and gave him thruppence before he went to Australia. It is
submitted this is hardly a coincidence and it supports the proposition that
attempts were made by the Sisters of Nazareth to get parental consent and in this

instance was given.

2

w
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4.  The case of HIA332, although his mother gave her consent, his consent form
was signed by and the Mother Superior. It is also notable that
on the day of his departure a woman arrived and shook his hand (paragraph 6 of
his statement). Thus the fact that a consent form does not contain the signature

of a parent does not mean that consent was absent.

5. In the case of HIA349 his consent was signed by and the

Mother Superior, his mother died before he emigrated.

6.  The above list does not include HIA63 whose mother signed his consent.

7. In the case of HIA311, his mother sent him to Australia to prevent adoption by
his aunt and uncle. His mother wrote to him when in Tardun so she clearly

knew of his whereabouts in Australia.

8. In the case of HIA325 his mother consented.

9.  The statement of is an important document in that it reveals
the reasoning re adoption where there was no contact from a natural parent. As
the statement is silent on whether the mother consented to emigration, it appears

as though the congregation may have applied the same criteria for emigration if

the home had lost contact with a child’s parents or relatives. This is consistent

22 AUS-11016

24



Day 5 HIA 29 January 2014
1 letter. I've not been to Glasgow. 1 going to Australia?
2 Q. Very well. Well, we'll leave it there, HIA121. In any 2 A. Oh, God! No, no, no.
3 event -- 3 Q. Can we just discuss for a moment your life after care?
4 CHAIRMAN: Sorry. Justa moment. Yes. Thank you. 4 A Yes.
5 MS SMITH: If | can take you back to another issue, if we 5 Q. You went -- after Salthill you actually went back to
6 could just go back to the statement, please, which again 6 Termonbacca on occasions. Isn't that correct?
7 commences on page SND-638. At paragraph 33 of the 7 A. When I -- when I left Termonbacca -- sorry -- when |
8 statement you talk about being aware that there were 8 left Salthill, the Brothers got me a job in a pub about
9 some boys who went to Australia from the home. 9 thirty miles from Salthill. 1 had no idea about the
10 A. Yes. 10 ways of the world. 1 didn't have an idea about money,
11 Q. What can you tell the Inquiry about that? 11 and | stayed for four days very frightened, because
12 A. My memories of parades being held in the day room of 12 there was an elderly bachelor man who owned the pub, and
13 Termonbacca and the nuns telling the boys that they were | 13 you can appreciate what I'm thinking. | was frightened,
14 going to Australia, and | remember they were told about 14 and how I got back to Derry | don't know. | genuinely
15 sunshine, about apples and oranges and kangaroos, and 15 don't know, but I stayed in Salthill living on the farm
16 many of the kids were really happy at that, but somehow 16 in the sheds where the animals were for about four or
17 | detected something, and | remember hiding behind a boy |17 five days and nights, because | was distressed and
18 as the nun walked along the line with a doctor to select 18 frightened.
19 the boys. It was frightening. 1 felt very frightened. 19 I got back to Derry. How I don't know, but I lived
20 But | remember one day waking up and Termonbacca 20 on the streets of Strand Road and the GNR factory
21 seemed to have been empty, seemed -- seemed to be all 21 railway was just across. | remember on June 27th, a day
22 gone. It was like a morgue it was so quiet. They went 22 that will live forever in my memory, frightened,
23 I think around 1956, ‘58 under the British migration 23 distressed as | was, | went up to the door of
24 scheme, and | remember seeing a photograph in the Derry |24 Termonbacca. | mean, |1 had no money. | had no food.
25 Journal some days later, children pointing out -- the 25 I had no water. | had no family. | had no-one.
Page 65 Page 67
1 paper was on the large tennis table -- sewing table in 1 I knocked on the door and | asked -- | found out later
2 the orphanage. 2 she was the Mother Superior, and | asked her for help,
3 Q. Do you ever remember in one of the many letters that you 3 and she totally dismissed me with a wave of the hand and
4 wrote to the Sisters ever saying anything to them that 4 told me she would have me arrested if | didn't leave,
5 your parents would have gone ballistic if you had been 5 and | felt that that day was a turning point. When they
6 picked to be sent to Australia? 6 slammed the door, they proved to me that they were
7 A. 1 would need to see that. 7 slamming the door on the core values of their own
8 Q. Ifwe could pull up SND-1221, please. Just at the top 8 mission statement: "*When | was hungry, you gave me to
9 of that page you see the record in the Derry Journal of 9 eat; thirsty, you gave me to drink; naked, you clothed
10 several assemblies held in Termonbacca with the purpose 10 me; distressed, you comforted me™. | knew that that day
11 of sending children from Termonbacca to Australia under 11 one day they would be brought crumbling down and it has
12 the British migrant scheme. 12 come to pass.
13  A. I--if I -- does it say it here? 13 Q. Subsequently arranged -- someone in Derry actually
14 Q. Itjust says: 14 arranged for you to go to Dublin. You spent some time
15 "Both myself and", your brother, "were selected. My 15 working in a hotel there, and then you worked for the
16 mother and father went ballistic when they heard about 16 Jesuits. In May 1965 you joined the Irish Army. Is
17 it and we were taken off the list." 17 that correct?
18 A. When I met my mother and father in 1965 at 16, they 18 A. That's correct, yes.
19 discussed that. That would be in that context. 19 Q. You served in that army for the next 43 years?
20 Q. Sothat's after -- 20 A. 43years.
21 A. That would have been in that con... -- that's after 21 Q. Youdid ten hours of duty --
22 I came out of the industrial school when I met the birth |22 A, That's correct.
23 mother and father. 23 Q. --including out in the ?
24 Q. But when you were in Termonbacca, you didn't know that |24 A, .
25 there had been any discussions with your parents about 25 Q. Andin and you actually retired only in 2008?

Page 66

Page 68

Merrill Corporation

(+44) 207 404 1400

www.merrillcorp.com/mls

17 (Pages 65 to 68)
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Day 4

HIA 28 January 2014
1 floor flat in the main -- high street in Dromore. Like 1 from the belt -- | don't know -- or they used -- they
2 a friend said, ""What if she falls over while you are 2 might have had big pockets in them or something. They
3 working?"*, you know. So I couldn't take her out. 3 had them on their person somewhere. They used to use
4 Q. She, in fact, passed away in 1989? 4 them liberally as well.
5 A. Yes. 5 Q. Thankyou, HIA235. The Chairman and the Panel members
6 Q. HIA235, just finally, as you know, the Inquiry has to 6 may have a few questions for you. If you just stay
7 make recommendations to the Northern Ireland Executive 7 there, please.
8 about potential apologies, some other form of 8 Questions from THE PANEL
9 appropriate memorial or tribute, or whether any form of 9 CHAIRMAN: HIA235, can | ask you about what you have said in
10 redress is appropriate. 10 relation to your mother? You said that she visited you
11 Is there anything you would like to say to the 11 occasionally. 1 am not quite clear whether you have
12 Inquiry about that and what they might like to 12 your own recollection of this or this is something that
13 recommend? 13 one of your family has told you happened.
14 A. Well, I think perhaps the state of health -- the mental 14 A. No. No, sir. | do recollect her visiting me a few
15 state of the nuns who were looking after us has got to 15 times, but when | was 12 and in I actually
16 be questioned, because when you think we were in 16 went down to visit her in and, you know,
17 institutions, |1 was there for ten years. Some of these 17 whether I got buses down I forget. I just went and
18 poor unfortunates were there for a lifetime. Excuse me. |18 visited her and | seen where she was working and ...
19 Q. HIAZ235, this has clearly been difficult for you, but 19 Q. Well, if you went down to visit her in County Tyrone,
20 this is your opportunity if there's anything that you 20 did the nuns give you the money for the fare?
21 feel you haven't had -- you haven't said until now, if 21 A. No. Thisiswhen I was in in County Monaghan.
22 there's anything you would like the Inquiry to hear from 22 Q. Oh, I see. You had moved away from Termonbacca by that
23 you. 23 stage?
24 A. Well, I'd like the Inquiry would take on board justto |24 A. Yes.
25 the extent these bamboo canes were used. On one 25 Q. Yes, but when you were in Termonbacca, your mother came
Page 105 Page 107
1 occasion -- | should say on another occasion the nun 1 to visit you. Is that what you are saying?
2 asked me to pass her a bamboo stick, and usually the 2 A. Yes. She came occasionally.
3 bamboos they start off this length with a hook. This 3 Q. Yes. Now you also said that your mother wouldn't allow
4 one was reduced to about that size, and all the end was 4 you to be taken to Australia.
5 frayed. So she said, ""That’s no good™. So I go to the 5 A. Shedidn't want me to go.
6 cupboard and gets a new bamboo stick out for her tobeat | 6 Q. Did you know that at the time --
7 me with, you know. | mean, how sad is that? 7 A. No.
8 In the cupboard there was a box. It was about that 8 Q. --oris this something you learned later?
9 height. It would have been about 9 inches like that and 9 A. No, itissomething I learned. | used to get a lot of
10 about 4 inches that way and that's what the canes come 10 information from my cousins and who were
11 in. So there must have been lots of bamboo canes 11 nurses in Manchester at the time. | mean, they even
12 shipped into Northern Ireland -- not only Northern 12 told me who my real father was.
13 Ireland; Southern Ireland as well. There must have been |13 | was in a bar in Dromore once -- not that
14 tonnes of the stuff. | don't think it grows in Ireland. 14 | frequent bars often -- but | was there on this
15 So, I mean, if the bamboo cane goes from that to that 15 occasion and a friend of mine, he said, "'See them two
16 and it's just for beating children with, you know, 16 fellas over by the bar?"" | said ""Yeah". He said, "'Do
17 I think you can draw your own conclusions. 17 you know they are your half brothers?" | hadn't, you
18 Q. Apart from the bamboo canes is there anything else that 18 know, but that's ...
19 you -- 19 Q. Yes. Well, as you may or may not know, the Inquiry is
20 A. We used to get beaten with thick straps. They were 20 also interested in the children who went to Australia,
21 about an inch and a half, two inches, like that. Some 21 who were sent to Australia --
22 of the nuns used to | think hang them on -- they had 22 A. Yes.
23 a big -- they had rosary beads down to the floor and 23 Q. -- which is why I'm asking you about this, but this is
24 they had some sort of a belt on or something like that 24 something you learned later on, that your mother wasn't
25 and some of them used -- | think they used to hang them |25 willing that you should go to Australia?
Page 106 Page 108
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Page 20
to your migration. 1 know you have an issue about the
address. 1"m not going to -- as you“"ve asked for
anonymity, I am not going to give your father®s name or

the address --

Yes.

-- other than to say it gives an address at a number 13
at a particular street in Belfast and you say that
address was incorrect, that the address, In fact, was 9
in that street. So although --

Correct.

-- although his signature appears on i1t, it may be that
someone else filled In the incorrect details of his
address?

Well, 1 can tell you for a start that that"s not his
signature -- okay -- and 1 won"t elaborate any further
as 1t will involve my family. That 1s not his
signature.

So you dispute the fact -- although there®s a signature
there, you dispute the fact that your father actually

did sign i1t?

I"m not disputing it. 1 am stating 1t. It is not his
signature.
Okay. Just coming on then to -- back to your witness

statement at page 10049, you talk about when you

eventually managed to get the passport difficulties that

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 20
to your migration. 1 know you have an issue about the
address. 1"m not going to -- as you“"ve asked for
anonymity, I am not going to give your father®s name or

the address --

Yes.

-- other than to say it gives an address at a number 13
at a particular street in Belfast and you say that
address was incorrect, that the address, In fact, was 9
in that street. So although --

Correct.

-- although his signature appears on i1t, it may be that
someone else filled In the incorrect details of his
address?

Well, 1 can tell you for a start that that"s not his
signature -- okay -- and 1 won"t elaborate any further
as 1t will involve my family. That 1s not his
signature.

So you dispute the fact -- although there®s a signature
there, you dispute the fact that your father actually

did sign i1t?

I"m not disputing it. 1 am stating 1t. It is not his
signature.
Okay. Just coming on then to -- back to your witness

statement at page 10049, you talk about when you

eventually managed to get the passport difficulties that

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Page 45

Yes.

So 1"ve taken some time to go through that, HIA308,
because i1t is quite a complete version of the form, and
you talk -- 1f we go back to your witness statement, you
talk i1n paragraph 14 about the fact that that signature
is on that form, and you say that you doubt if that is,
in fact, your mother®s signature. You asked her iIn
later life whether she knew you were being sent to
Australia and she said she had received a letter from
the nuns:

... but told me that she did not respond to them,
and that i1s the reason why 1 doubt that that was, iIn
fact, her signature.™
Yes. 1 stated that and that is what I say is correct,
that my mother did tell me she did not respond. 1 --
because I did have the time to ask her a few questions.

Like, for example, 1 asked her, "Who was my father?" but

she wouldn®"t go there. | asked her, "Did you know 1 was
coming to Australia?"” She said -- I think she said, "I
don®"t know"™. [I"m not absolutely sure, but she said,

"They sent me a letter and I didn"t sign it", or I even
doubt 1f she read i1t, but what -- her reply was she

didn"t respond. 1 do state that as an occurrence. It
happened in i in 1977 when 1 visited for the first

time, when I first found my mum, the first and only time

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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Nazareth House,
Hammersmi th,
London W.6

2lst March 1962,

My dear Mother, ‘

A réquest has been recelved for boyé and glrls %o be
sent to Australla uﬁder the Catholio Em%gration,&chemé, and T wish
you po be,prepared to send some ohlldren. -

.Twentyugirls‘are requlired ét>onoe for Nazareth House,
Geraldton, W,A, and I am consenting to the girla'going, on condi~
tlon that they will be éént to NaZAreth Houges in Austraiia, and
not to other Homes, The boys will go‘és usual to the Christien
Brothers and to a new Home being:opeped for boys, by an order of
Priests., - |

: T am*grieved to say that the Australian Department for

Emlgration has complained about problem chlldren, wet-beds‘and

nentally deficlents helng sent from Nazareth Houses to Australia,

_and these ohlldren will be returned by the Australien Government

to the Houses from which they were sent, The Govermment in Australia
with the Govermment in thls country, pays the cost of trensport,
and says these chlldren are a llabllity on the oountry. The Home
0fflce, London, has been notlfled by the Australlan Government
about thls matter, even the Nazareth Houses in thls country that
sent such children have been named to the H.0., 8o 1t 18 humiliat~
ing for the Congregation, and looks as 1f we were puttling our
ohligations on other people. Thia 18 very serioué, ag I

have been notiflied that asome Catholioc Homes in Australia were to
be closed to chlldren on account of the unsatisfactory state of
effalrs among thesse echilldren, Please remember that Nazareth
Houses wlll be included in thle and the good neme of the Oongre-
gation (at present respected in Australis) will suffer also,

only normal, well-behaved ohildren from b to 10 yeers
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of age are to emlgrated and this 1s the responsibllity of the
Superiors and Slsters in charge of the e¢hildren, It has been
put before me that only the Slaters living In the Houses wlth
the children can really tell 1f they‘are what they ought to be,
1t 18 not poss;ble for dootbre &C, tgzknow,.except In very bad
08808,

A8 goon as you'have gelected the children send me their
names and ages, and be careful not to seleot ohildren helonglng !
to ﬁeqﬁle who méy objeoct fo thelr going.

‘With warm love from all in the '0ld Home! and praying
(od to ever bleass and gulde you.
' Your affectlionate Mother,

*hﬂa,,érnaav»d/ﬂxb&£-77hm&gk

Superior General,
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R. B, Amst h?, i
Chier liigr H of
iustralis fousa, o gt Tt TS ‘]

Strand, London #.C.2,

(b) if.aé,'hés'the‘réqﬁirod consent of the Secretvury uvi wuuwe .o o
the child's omigration been obtained? | e
MEDIC AL HISTORY. I

¥ Hoight . . 3ft 8if . Weight . ,3sts 9lhs.

16. Sex . . plills, .
17 What i11lnesses has tho child had (including infectious complaints)?
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Co Hugtvalion Catholic Imuntigration Comnitte

Rz
Svoney B REVEREND FATHER W. A, MICOL, P.P. LOH({O”’ OﬁICE :
YDOHEY BRANCH :
150, ELIZABETH STREET, PIRECTOR 746['5: St Stﬁ}"km’s HO'i-!-SB,

SYPLEY, Westininster, S.W.1.

CABLE ADURESS! ' CATHMIGCOM ** LONDON,
TELEGRAFHIC ADORESS ! " CATHMIGCOM '’ FARL, LOMDON, TELEPHOHE ; WHITEHALL 5502,
SR 106 4th December, 1951 .

t. doseph's fone,
reonbaces

a

ondonderry .

g SR 106

e nave just recelved a small nomination for boys aged

Tr3 e
T el

e

L
¢

5 - 12 and as Fr. X¥icol has left instructions for your voys to be given
first consideration, 1 propose to submit the following Soys whom we have

Lo Fd end who apparently would L ARy gicr thiogemination: -
Illllliiilllll and
H

- - o0 oov, ve require the following dccuments in respect

{ i of each child:~ Applicalion Forms, Birth Certificate, Paptismal
Certificate, Confirmation Certificate if confirmed, Case History, 1.Q.
report and School Report. Many of these documents we have already. I
therefore set out below the list of papers we are holding for each boy:-

_ Application Forms, Birth & Paptismal Certificates.
_ " n Baptismal Certificate. ZIirth was

not registered,
i : " Birth & Baptismal Certificate

I o) 0 ippiication Form and Bapbiomal Gertificate.

We would be grateful if you would let us know if the se
cnildren are still available for emigration, also if you tave any other
boys of this particular age group whom we could perhaps migrate with
a later batch ? If you wish these lads to be included in ithe next
salling of migrant children, we would arpreciate it of you would furnish
uz with any documents which are missing from our files. We would point

- out that very careful selection is now taking place and, therefore),
(¢ yr children are anyway below average and do not come ep to the resouired
standard, taey are being sent back.

#ith every good wish,

Yours sincerely,
o & pn

Secreta o
Rev. Father V.4, Wicol, P,F.
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Lo Fugtealisn Catholic Fmmigration Comnniee

J'. @’
A REVEREND FaTHER W. A. NICOL, p.P. LO?IdO?L Oﬁzce 3
SYDONEY BRANCH ! ' , .
150, EL1ZABETH STREET, DIRECTOR 745@, St Stepkm B fIOHSfl,
_ SYDHEY. Westminster, S.W.1.

CABLE ADDHESS i * CATHMIGCOM ' LONMDCH. '
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 7 " CATHMIGCOM ™ PARL, LONOON. TELEPHONE ; WHITEHALL 5502, 4
The Sisgter Superiocr, 20th December, 1951.
8t., Joseph's Home, ‘ :
Temmonbacca,

Derry.

Dear SR 106

We wrote to you on the 4th instant but:feel that inadvertent
the letter was wrongly addressed, having put Termonbdcca, Londonderry,
instead of Termonbaccs, Co, Derry., Ferhaps the letter has by this time
found it's way to it's proper destination, however, in case 1t has not

we desire to tell you that we have received a nomination for bois and
‘nhave submitted the applications of_ i B -nd
BN 1o cur previous letier we suggested I

slso but he comes outside the age group for this Tasmanian nomination
of boys from 9 - 12, so we have had to withdraw him for the time being.

As you prebably know already, 1t is now necessary to
furnish 3 application forms, birth certificate, Baptismal certificate,
school report, I.Q. report and case history in resgect of each child.
Some of tnese documents we already nossess. #e therefore set outl below
a 1list of the papers we are holding for each Doy .

_ Application Forms, Eirth and Baptismal Certificates.
1

_ " and Rirth Certificate. (It would
ppear that his birth was not registered end we would

be grateful if yow would check on this. A Birth Cert:
must be obtained if possible).

_ Aprlication Forms, Hirth and Baptismal Certificate.

We would be grateful if you would let us know it these
children are still available for emigration, and if so, we will be glad
Jto have their 1.Q. and school rerorts and case histories. At the same
tine perhaps you would bve so kind as to let ug have g 1list of any other
boys whom you wish o be migrated to Australia and who fit into the
specified zge gZroup.
Gince our First letter we have'noticed on our dfiles an
ziplication for G ::csvvevly the brother of
| If this is so and you wish the brothers tc be mizrated together,
we may possibly be able to Tit them into & special nomination which has
come through for W. Australia.
¥hen submitting further applications, Father Ficol asiks you
Te bear in mind the fact that if these children are anyway below




2

verage, imentally o

Wishing

physioally,

Jou every Blessing

I remain,

Lev,

AUS-5217

they wilg be sent bacl,

Tor the Coning Holy g;

Yours'sincerely,‘

7 .
Wg '.,9 rye

Secretary“toﬂ;
eV, Father y 4. Nicol, p.p,




' @ugtralian Catholicumumigeation @Umé&%é-]ﬁ-zj-?'S_

¢ }
s B REVEREND FATHER W. A, NICOL, r.p. LG?LdO?t Oﬁcg .
YDREY BRANCH 1 DIRECTO 3
150, ELlZABETH STREET, ) 146{" St Slfﬁphg?l -
Svoney. Westmanster, S W.1.

CABLE ADDRESS! "'CATHMIGCOM ** LOMNODH.

TELEGRAPHIC ADORESS § " CATMMIGCOM '> PARL. LONDOH. TeLepHOHE : WHITEHALL 6502,

152 21st March, 1952.

3
The Mother Superior, ﬂy&L 'gl/ , i
St. Joseph's Home, LA4VA S\
Termonbscca,

Derry.

@ﬁf lged4” -5 [

Desr Mother, I

I have just returned from a vigit to Australia and beg
to advise you that after a nuwber of years battle with the Home Office
here I have succeeded in securing approval for most of our institutions
in Australia who are prepared to take British migrant children, both
girls and boys. Under the circumstances it will now be possible “for
us to proceed with the migration of many of the children whom you first
submitted.

I would respectfully point out that in all cases every
application must be covered by z case history, a medical history, a
school. report and I.Q. test, birth ahd Baptismal certificates, and
where necessary Confirmation certificates.

At the moment we are processing the following boys:

HIA319
It is necessary for us to have the following documents in regard to

thege boys: Case History, I.Q. Report, School Report and lMedical
History. We have gll the other papers.

I would also be pleased to receive from you some indication
as to whether or not you have any other boys ready to submit for £
migration, and if a trip across to Derry would bhe justified. The age
groups would be as follows: 8 - 12, and 9 - 6. In the case of brothes
we are prepared to exlend the ages either way. .

¥Wishing you every Grace and Blessing,
I remain,

Yours °1nce?f1y.

| Jacd

(Very Rev. W.A. Nicol, P.P.) , ;
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AUS-10957

PRIVATE

never get anything like that?”. This is when | started thinking to myself that | was
bound to have some family. When | was about ten or eleven | asked
“haven’t | got anyone at all?” and she told me that | had a brother. | never
thought any more about it at the time. We all received sweets from the
Orangemen who marched past Nazareth House. We used to get up on a
Sunday and climb on the wall and watch them play and clap and they used to

give us lollies.

We had a good priest while | was in the home. His name was Father Geoffrey.
He used to take us for sport. He gave us all nicknames and called me-
-after the famous dog. He was just lovely. | named my first son after

The days on which we made our First Holy Communion and our Confirmation
were special days as we were allowed to go on the trams outside the home. We

wore white and people used to see us and give us sweets and pennies.

When | was about ten years old | was made to help out in the morgue in the old
people’s home at Nazareth House. | used to have to go in and dress the bodies
and put pennies in their eyes. | was absolutely petrified working there. We took

it in turns.

We went to Mass every day in the home. We had to learn the catechism off by
heart. If we didn’t know it, we would be whacked over the ear or hit across the
hands with an implement. We also had to learn hymns in Latin as part of the

Latin Mass.

| nevér had shoes tb fit me in Nazareth House. | had big feet and | was always

given shoes that were too small for me and | had to squeeze my feet in them.

I made good friends in the home and it was hard leaving them. They were very
upset too. | didn’t know where | was going. | wasn't told | was going to
Australia. One day in school, a came and talked about Australia.

He said we would be able to ride horses and pick oranges off trees. He also told

HIA 335 PRIVATE 4
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PRIVATE

try to locate my home address. She was only there one week after this

incident and then she got laid off.

19.When | was ten years old | recall that a Christian Brother,

came to talk to boys in the home about going to Australia. He came in 1946
as soon as the war had ended. We had to sit a test in order to qualify to get
to Australia. It was a three to four page questionnaire that took about half an
hour to complete and all the boys selected for Australia took the test. Brother

brought books about Australia and told us that it would be good there,
the aboriginals were great, there was plenty of orchards and fruit and we
would never go hungry, there was plenty of open space and we would not feel
confined by four walls and that we should not worry about going there. No-
one ever asked me if | wanted to go to Australia. | had no idea where

Australia was but | was convinced by his description of the country.

20.My mother was never told about my being transferred to Australia and they

never sought her permission.

21.The nuns fitted me out with clothes for the trip. The last thing they did was
change my name from | to | have no idea why they
chose the name as it has no connection to me but | think they
wanted to ensure that | could not be traced. They told me not to change my
name back when | got to Australia as all my papers had gone through
immigration. However, | did stick with my original name and | have

currently on my passport.

22.My child migration document notes my name as _
and it has been signed by the Mother Superior of Nazareth Lodge, Sister
She has also signed the form for and on behalf of the
Catholic Council for Child Welfare, Coleshill, Birmingham. My medical form
was dated 15" July 1947 and has again signed this form in

place of my parent or guardian.

HIA 299 PRIVATE 6
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¥E' and Brothers' First
ing is Completed..
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PRIVATE

recall that whatever the nuns put in the water had a burning effect on my skin

and | found out in later years that it was a cleaning agent called Phenol.

| recall the nuns stating “all those who want to go on holiday put your hands
up”. We all put our hands up as it sounded exciting but | had no idea at the
time where Australia was, and nor did the other boys. There is a medical form
dated July 1947 showing that | was examined prior to departure although | do
not recall this examination. We were taken to Liverpool and | thought that we
had arrived at our destination when we got to England. | had no idea that our

journey was only beginning.

On my migration forms it shows that the Mother Superior of St
Joseph’s Home, Termonbacca signed in place of my parent or guardian giving

authority for me to be transferred to Australia.

We sailed on 29 August 1947 on the SS Asturias and arrived in Australia on
22 September 1947. | do not recall who went with us as a guardian on the
ship but no doubt there would have been someone travelling with us. | cannot
recall any members of the crew. | recall | did not have my own cabin and that
there were about twelve of us sharing accommodation on board the ship. |
remember staying below deck a lot of the time. Some boys went up on deck
to be sick overboard but most of the time | recall being confined to below deck

so the journey was not very enjoyable.

Castledare (22 September 1947 — 1 February 1949)

7.

| don’t recall how many children travelled from Termonbacca on the ship with
me. We arrived at Fremantle and the Archbishop, the Mayor of Fremantle
and _and _ representing the Commonwealth
Government were there to greet us. | went to Castledare initially as a junior

boy on 22 September 1947 and remained there until 1 February 1949.

HIA 300 PRIVATE 2
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PRIVATE

communion in May 1947 all contact with my family stopped. | was devastated

and constantly asked where my brother was.

5. | ran away from Nazareth House on two occasions back to my house which
was close by. Someone always found me and took me back. Once | was put

into a dormitory without a meal for that day as punishment for running away.

6. | took an 1Q test while in Nazareth House and [ EANSIEI 2 Nun and a
government official were there. | was patted on the head and told | was a
‘clever and smart girl’ and was going to go on a trip to Australia. There were
five junior children and a few aged fourteen years old. We were given the
impression that life was going to be like a fairytale, with lots of fruit, sunshine

and kind people.

7. | left on 28" August 1947 when | was taken to Australia. | sailed on the 29"
August 1947 on the SS Asturias. We realised we weren’t going back home
and we were not allowed to send letters back to our families. | was denied

any effort to see my family and my brother was unable to locate me.

8. | was medically examined before | left Northern Ireland. | was seen by a

British Medical Officer and | recall injections which left scabs on my arms.

B < to clean this.

9. IELEEZAN ond SR 133 accompanied us to Australia and from the

beginning | suffered pain at the hands of the Sisters of Nazareth. The voyage
was really difficult. | RS vas kind and good but [ REKEY threw
me across the ship’s deck for talking to boy migrants. This happened on a
couple of occasions and | was thrown into items on the ship which | remember
was very painful. The first time this happened was shortly after disembarking
from Northern Ireland. | was speaking to the boys trying to find out some
information about my brother-beat me with her belt when
| asked where my brother was and she hit me with her leather strap numerous

times over my body. She did this to some of the other girls too.

HIA 350 PRIVATE 2
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PRIVATE

pants or messing myself. | was slapped with a strap most days by different
nuns. | remember the superior nun was the worst. | was called “scabby” and
“leopard” by the nuns because of the wounds that | had from being hit. | was

told for years that my parents were dead but they were still alive.

5. When | was five | was sent to Australia. | was taken to my sisters and a priest
told us that we were going on hofiday to England for three weeks. Instead we
were sent to Australia on the SS Asturias on 29" August 1947. | remember a big

ship and having to wear a badge and follow the leader.

6. Apparently my father signed the permission form for me to go to Australia but

like most gypsies he could not read or write so | do not believe that he did.

Australia

7. We landed in Fremantle, Western Australia on 22™ September 1947. Australia
was very hot and sticky and my face got covered in mosquito bites. 1 was sent to
Castledare Boys' Home. There were nine brothers and four or five nuns looking
after about 200 or 300 children. When | reached the age of ten | was sent to
Ciontarf. 1 was one of the first children in Clontarf and we were set to work
building the place in the blazing heat. If you sang an Irish soeng while you were

working you were beaten.

8. In 1949 / 1950 when | was about nine or ten years old | was taken in to a dark

room and gang raped by five Brothers; BAU 9 BAU 10
BAU 11 BAU 8 and ancther brother. There were hands all over

me. | was in agony.

9. | used to walk the dog and when | was walking down the lane a woman came
over and spoke to me. She asked me what my name was and it turned out that
a family of lived nearby and she took me to their house. | went to
their house twice and they asked the Brothers once if | could spend the weekend
with them. |JIIEESER:2d no and punched me in the face and broke my

HIA 240 PRIVATE 2
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If St.Joseph's Home, Termonbacca, is easily accessible
from Londonderry, and you would prefer Mr.Humphries to interview
the boys at the Home, I am sure he would be happy to do so.
Mr.Humphries will be at the Employment Exchange at the above
address from 3,30 p,m. to 5 p.m. on Monday, 29th January, 1951,
and I should be grateful if you would ring him there (Telephone:
Londonderry 2242) between these hours, regarding final arrange-
ments Tor the interviews. ‘

Yours faithfully,

Myl T

(Noel W.Lamidey)
CHIER MIGRAT;%?LOFFICER.
1=]

The Reverend iother Superior,
St.Joseph's Home,
Termonbacca,

Co.Derry,

NoIreland.,
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- COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

- - . AUSTRALIA HOUSE o Lo
PLEASE ReplY 10 l K STRAND B LONDON o . T!l;.E.ﬁﬁAPHllrc ADRRESS | o

.- f”lﬁ'C_HfE!’ MIGRATION OFFiGER ‘ R : o o .' W.C2 o : " CrROTONATE, EsTRAND, L.OHDOH

. . ELERHC TEMFLE BAR 2435 , - -
AND QuoTE ,TSLEP[:[.DNE_tT._ 'LE BAR 243

BH /DEW L ' |
clib/1/7 --  ' ' 10th March, 1953

Dear Madam,

I refer to the boys on'tha attached list whose applications
have been submitted by the Australian Catholic Immigration
Committee for migration to Australia,

Arrangements have been made for these boys to be seen by
an Australian Selection Offiger, Mr, A. Gross, at thée Employment
Exchange, Bishop Stfeet, Londonderry, at 3.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
24th March, 1953, '

It would be appreciated if you will arrange for the boys
to be present at this time to see Mr, Gross, who will advise
you regarding medical examinations after the interviews,

Yours faithfully,

(T Vgt

(8. J. Dempsey)
ACTING CHIEF MIGRATION OFFICER.

The Mother Superior, é?ﬁ:;f/’
St.Joseph's Home, _
Termonbacca,

Londonderry,
N.Ireland,

EncloSura: 1 List
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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR AUSTRALIA

CHIEF MIGRATION OFFICER,

Tetephone : TEMple Bar 2435.
Telegraphic Address :
“ CROTONATE, ESTRAND, LONDON.™ AUSTRALIA HOUSE,
STRAND,
- LONDON, W.C.2.
Please quote ! BE*/IR
ché/1/7 16th tsrch, 1956

near 1iadsri,

I wish to refer Lo the applicationsg for nigva ion
tp Austrslia of & number of hoys from Gt. Joseph's Home,
which vou foewarded to Cenon Flood recentiy.

apder Lo resch nn eavrly decision zbout these
the Ch 1& rigration

in o
boye, srrangements sre being made for
Officer, Yrs B. Huni, to ahl at St. Joseph's home next
wridayv, terch 23r¢d st shout 41 2.m. 10 BeEE these bovs,

he anprecisted if you would =dvise me
ngement would not he conventent 1O you.

vours feiihfully,

g. £ ‘%w_ﬁ [,’r’.lyrﬁpé,«;ﬂ
(Ra #. Armspgong)
CHIER HTGQAeT* CHIFCRH

et

he vother sSuperior,
te Josephs Home,
Termonbhooes

G. DErry,

NORTEREEN TRELAMD

.r, 2 |-;; U“ =]
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Page 19
1 it —- and I came upon this paperwork and child migrants
2 was mentioned, and 1 says, "Well, this iIs very
3 interesting”, and at the time Australia had what they
4 called the white Australian policy and they were very
5 concerned that the country needed to be filled with
6 white people, white children, and so they encouraged --
7 it started off with Barnardo®s 1 believe and other
8 institutions and then the Catholics got whiff of 1t and
9 thought, ""Oh, we"d better get involved i1n this", and so
10 the Australian government assisted these organisations
11 to send children out to Australia, because they wanted
12 good, strong, white children and In -- in the
13 documentation the institutions or the religious orders
14 were given monetary assistance for the children that
15 they were sent out -- that were sent out from lreland
16 and the UK -- the UK and Northern Ireland, and some were
17 sent to Canada, and some were sent to South Africa.
18 I think that"s South Africa, lreland and Australia.
19 Q. So the Australian government was providing financial
20 assistance. You talk about the sum of $10.
21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Is that actually what --
23 A. It could have been 10 pounds. 10 pounds, yes.
24 Q. And the documentation you saw suggested that the
25 financial -- sorry -- the Catholic authorities were

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q.

A.

Page 20
being provided with 10 pounds per child?

Financial -- yes, financial assistance, and with other
organisations they were provided funds for technical
assistance. They were worded in different language, but
basically they were helping to finance the child
migrants coming out to Australia.
Now In paragraph 26 you say that you have a strong
faith. You have taught in Catholic schools and worked
with the bishops, and you had great respect and empathy
for the work of the church, but as a result of your own
personal difficulties and particularly the difficulties
encountered iIn obtaining documents relating to your past
from the Catholic Church you have lost respect for i1t?
Correct.
And —-
Particularly the religious -- particularly the religious
orders.
You say at paragraph 27:

“"AlIl my life I have lived with not knowing who
I really am. 1 have no reliable family history
particularly in regard to medical history, which 1is
extremely important to me, because 1 have children of my
own and now grandchildren. Whilst I cannot recall my
time In care both in Northern Ireland and Australia,

I feel that | have suffered the emotional and

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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inquiry was conducted by the Prime Minister’s Department, but shortcomings were
only detected at Dhurringle and Bindoon and minor improvements suggested. The
Australian inquiry concluded that ‘in view of [this], it is felt that there is no
justification for your government to take any action to cause even the temporary
deferment of child migration to Australia’. In the United Kingdom, the
Commonwealth Relations Office recorded that ‘as we feared, the Australian
authorities focus only on material things like bathrooms and carpets, and ignore what
has been said about atmosphere and management’. A UK Home Office official
minuted that the Australian report ‘confirms my view that Australian and UK thinking

on child care matters is poles apart’.**®

2.115 Dr Constantine concluded that it was ‘abundantly clear’ that the particular
practice of child migration after 1945 was considered by most child care professionals
in Britain as at best unnecessary and at worst — unless the Curtis Committee caveat
was followed — damaging.” Dr Constantine added that the politics of child care
ensured that the caveat was dishonoured:

The voluntary societies in Britain had inherited traditions, reputations and
allies, and neither the Home Office nor the Commonwealth Relations Office
faced up to confrontation. Even the dependence of the voluntary societies
upon British taxpayers’ subsidies was not employed as a sanction to insist
upon changes in the treatment of British child migrants. Instead British
officials attempted to “educate” Australia.**®

Conclusion

2.116 The Committee believes that the Commonwealth Government’s policy of
child migration in the post-war period reflected the values of the time and was well-
intentioned. However, this policy is now regarded to have been seriously flawed. The
policy had obvious serious and long-lasting deleterious impacts on the lives of many
former child migrants.

2.117 The Committee notes that the original intention of the post-war immigration
policy was based on a number of motives including humanitarian concerns, and was
also in line with the need to increase Australia’s population. The idea of rescuing
underprivileged children from orphanages in war-ravaged Britain and offering them a
new life in Australia had particular popular appeal. At the time it was thought that
migrant children would be the ‘best migrants’ — more readily adaptable than adults,
and easier to integrate into the wider Australian community. However, evidence to the
Committee indicated that the children sent from British homes and orphanages were
amongst the most socially deprived in the United Kingdom at the time and that their
backgrounds were not as originally envisaged by the Australian Government.

116  Submission No0.88, p.18 (Dr Constantine).
117  Submission No0.88, p.23 (Dr Constantine).
118  Submission No0.88, p.24 (Dr Constantine).
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2.118 The Committee considers that the policy of child migration cannot be seen
other than in the context of its time and with regard to the practices of the time,
especially the emphasis placed on the institutional care of children, which judged by
today’s standards is an outmoded practice, and detrimental, in many cases, to the
welfare of children in care. This aspect of removing children from the United
Kingdom under government and private migration schemes needs to be seen
separately from the subsequent treatment they endured in Australian institutions by
those who had direct charge of them. However, both aspects contributed to the harsh
outcomes for the children in care.

2.119 The Committee also believes that the roles and responsibilities of all
governments involved in child migration need to be recognised. While the Australian
Government played a significant role and must accept its responsibility for the
consequences of those policies, the role of the British Government in facilitating and
providing financial support for the schemes was fundamental. The Committee
considers that it should be recognised that without the co-operation of the British
Government, the child migration schemes could not have operated.

Child migration from Malta

2.120 Between 1950 and 1965 some 310 Maltese children — 259 boys and 51 girls
were sent from Malta to Australia (see Appendix 6 for further details), although child
migration, a long-standing feature of British social policy, had no long-standing roots
in Maltese society. In Maltese society comprising large, extended close-knit families
the “abandoned child’ hardly existed. However, most Maltese were poor, their families
were large, and the pressure of population on resources meant that the Maltese, from
at least the 19™ century, were an emigrant people.™

2.121 Child migration from Malta was a marginal feature of Maltese emigration in
general, with adult migration playing a much larger role. Child migration was first
mooted in the 1930s when the Christian Brothers through Brother Conlon, negotiated
with the Catholic Emigration Society (UK) regarding the emigration of child migrants
from Catholic institutions in the United Kingdom to the Brothers’ institutions in
Western Australia. Some Maltese Catholic leaders in Australia were anxious for
Maltese children in institutions to be included in the scheme. In 1938, Brother Conlon
negotiated a draft agreement with the Maltese Government to take some 20 boys
annually from institutions and poor families in Malta to Western Australia. However,
the agreement was not implemented immediately and the war postponed further
consideration of child migration.

2.122 World War Il had a devastating effect on Malta, and in its wake, and in the
midst of a population explosion in the country, the Maltese Government encouraged
tens of thousands of its citizens to emigrate. In February 1950 a formal agreement
between the Maltese Government and the Catholic hierarchy in Australia was signed

119 Coldrey, BM, Child Migration from Malta to Australia: 1930s to 1960s, Tamanaraik Publishing, 1992,
p.i.
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My child migration form was signed by ISRl authorising my migration to
Australia. It noted that my mother was still in contact with me but stated “in

interest of child to emigrate”.

There were fourteen boys that travelled together from lreland and we were taken
to a warehouse at Fremantle wharf and were separated into several groups
according to age. Each group was taken to a different institution - Castledare
was where the younger boys were sent and the older boys went to Bindoon,
Tardun or Clontarf. | had grown up with these boys since infancy and it was like
taking your brother away from you. | cried all the way to Castledare and for
many nights afferwards | was traumatised. To this day | have not seen several

of these boys again.

Castiedare Boys Home {22 January 1957 - 9 February 1959)

15.

16.

For the first eight months | remember receiving the occasional letter and gift from
my mother on my birthday. She sent me a pen as a present once. She was
helped to write these letters by a man who was later to become my brother in
law. He owned a shop and my sister [ worked for him and they married in
later life. In my last letter to my mother | asked why | had been sent to Austratia
and after that | never received another letter from her. The letters stopped
coming and | asked why and was told that my mother didn’t want me and could
not afford to keep me so she sent me to Australia. Many years later | found out
that this was a lie and | will never forgive the Christian Brothers for saying such a
thing.

| was about nine years old when | was first sexually assaulted. All the boys slept
in a large dormitory and the Christian Brother in charge of that dommitory slept in
a room to the rear of the dormitory. One night | was awoken by a Christian

Brother who | think was called [ESIA\SIVAEE He told me to follow him to his
room. He lay back in his bed and told me to sit next to him. He removed his

‘penis from his pyjamas and started to masturbate himself. | became agitated

and started to cry. He took my hand and placed it on his penis and told me to

HIA 392 PRIVATE o
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6. One day in Melbourne when | was in my late thirties | went to the Derry
Association picnic and a photo was taken of me and sent back to the
Derry Journal. The |l family in Derry recognised me. [JJJlj and
B (o Derry, wrote and told me that | had lived with
B - d his family until | was seven. [l was ten years older
than me and remembers that the sisters of Nazareth came around to his
mother and told her and the family that | would have a better life in
Australia. He told me that | had a mother and a father, my mother was
a nurse during the war and my father was in the army. | wrote back but
felt embarrassed and lost and didn’t know how to address all these
difficult issues from my past. | wasn’t even confident or good at spelling
or writing in those days and not much better these days. || llalso
told me the nuns used to send photos of me to M in Derry, as |
was growing up in Australia, including my graduation — | didn’t even
know | had graduated. |remember that after | had left Nazareth House
in Geraldton, IS had said | should write to| | and |
said to[ I SASIAI | have no idea who she is, she gave me the
address and | wrote to her asking what happened to my parents. She
wrote back and told me that | had parents that my mother was a nurse
and my father had been in the war. It all seemed too painful at the time
and | just seemed to lose contact with her.

7. In 1997 my psychologist encouraged me to find out about my family
because she believed that would help me to deal with many emotional
issues. The Child Migrants Trust helped me to trace my mother i}
B o sadly had died in 1991 in Belfast before | could
find her and my fathe |} } GG /o 2/so had died in
1976 in America. My parents had three children, | was the third child.
My brother Il (DOB 1934 Belfast) had left Ireland and was
living in America and my sister| EEIEEEEEE (DOB 1932) nee
I a5 living in Scotland and still is. My father married again in the
UK, London and then went to live in America. | have a paternal sister
called I \who tells me that my father was not in the army.
My mother didn’t marry again nor have any more children.
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Interestingly at the same meeting the cCurtis Inquiry was
discussed in relation to staff training and the response of the
Catholic agencies. At the request of Father Sewell, under any
other business, the cardinal and Monsignor Craven 'gave a verbal
and strictly and confidential report on the latest stages of the
Curtis Inquiry". Details were not given in the minutes. That
the issue of Curtis was alive is again revealed in the minutes of
the Annual Meeting of the Catholic Children Welfare Council held
on November 7th 1946. Minutes show that plans for training
centres and courses were progressing. Under any other business
at the same meeting, Monsignor Craven read a letter from the
Cardinal informing the members of the hierarchy's recommenda-
tions, including item 5, "the hierarchy agreed to the establish-
ment of training colleges for child care workers and suggests
that there might be one in the North and one in the South". This
it is recorded was well received by members of C.C.W.C. Whilst
making plans for training child care staff in England, they were
at the same meeting discussing the sending of children to
Australia where they knew child care staff were totally untrained
in residential work. As seen in Brother Conlan's proposals some
staff at Australian institutions were qualified teachers.

On November 7th 1946, C.C.W.C. again discussed having first hand
information on "conditions in Australia. Monsignor Craven
remarked that "we are not thinking of sending out children merely
to please the Australian Government",

Between the start of the migration programme in 1938 up until May
1956, concerns were often expressed about the migration programme
within C.C.W.C and the Church hierarchy but nothing in effect was
done about it. In May 1956 in a letter to Canon Flood, R.T.
Rainer from Southwark Catholic Children's Society wrote "I am
keenly interested in these problems of supervision of children
in Australia, as I made all the arrangements for all our children
to emigrate and interviewed all the available parents but so far
have not seen one official report about the welfare and progress
of the Southwark children." He goes on the say that without
"positive evidence of its standards and achievements that the
local authorities will not be brepared to use the scheme" for the
Catholic children it has in care. Further he states, "there is
an opinion in some quarters that we have merely succeeded in
tranferring children from one institution to another and unfortu-
nately we do not possess any information which suggests the
position is in fact satisfactory". 1In another letter he makes
clear that Australia and England do not appear to understand each
other's conception of child care. By June 1956 Southwark were no
longer prepared to send children to Australia until they had
details of the welfare and after care of children already out
there. Reports from Australia on children that had been sent out
there were very brief in content and spasmodic in arriving.

There is evidence that members of C.C.W.C were aware of the work

14
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Page 16
today, and I was going to the Children®s Hospital anyway

to have i1t dressed, and 1t just became going to the
hospital. So 1t never entered my mind, no.
You didn®"t see your brothers during the trip to
Australia, but you were left In charge of your younger
sister, and you say people were very nice to you
on the boat.

"They gave us breakfast, lunch, tea, and sometimes
supper as well.™

You remember a sports day. You say you were allowed
to win as you weren"t very good at sports.

Then you were called up In the evening of
21st September 1947 and were told that whoever spotted
land first was going to get a pound. You say one of the
boys managed to get that.

You then packed your cases, and there was
an envelope taped into the inside of your cases which
the nun took from you, and you found out later that
those envelopes contained your birth certificates and
baptismal certificates?
That"s right.
And you remember there was a great fanfare when you got
off the boat. There were dignitaries and the archbishop
there to welcome you, and you were told that you were

there to fill the empty cradles of Australia, and you

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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thirties and early forties. My oldest son is civil and keeps in touch but the
younger boy has a fiery temper. | have two grandchildren who are now twenty
one and nineteen years old but | do not see them very often, the love and

affection is just not there.

My time in care has affected my attitude to religion and | have not visited a
Catholic church since | left the Creedon family. | married my wife in the Church
of England. Religion was forced down our throats day and night so now | do not

let religion enter my life any more.

| started to do my own research regarding my family circumstances when | was
preparing my papers for the Western Australian Redress Scheme. My adoptive
mother had passed away at that stage. | have never visited Ireland. | regret
never having the opportunity to meet my birth mother and having no knowledge
of my lIrish ancestry. | never made any further enquiries about my family. If

you've written me off, you've written me off for life.

| received $28,000 AUD under the Western Australian Redress Scheme.

| have no contact with my biological family and | no longer have any contact with
my adoptive family. | do not know who my father is, | have never met my mother
and | do not know if | have any biological siblings. If the nuns in Belfast, the
Christian Brothers in Australia or the Child Welfare Department had encouraged
such contact when | was younger then | might have had the support of a family
now in contrast to the current position where there is a stark family
disconnection. | also feel that the relevant authorities should have carried out a
much more thorough assessment of the suitability of the- as foster and
adoptive parents and monitoring of their performance as parents. They were an
emotionally abusive adoptive family. | was used as child labour to their
advantage but never properly accepted as an equal family member. They had

little interest in my educational, social and emotional development.

HIA 312 PRIVATE g
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Page 152
1 specialist professional services.
2 A. Uh-huh.
3 Q. If we could scroll down through the next page, please,
4 present management of records lacking organisation.
5 Things have improved in Northern Ireland, but you think
6 more streamlined access to the records would be good.
7 A. Yes, I think there has been improvements but more could
8 be done.
9 Q. As you say, measures to support the spirit of the
10 national apology.
11 A. Yes.
12 Q. Continued funding for the family restoration fund --
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. -- which is to allow people to travel over to meet their
15 families —-
16 A. Yes.
17 Q. -- and legislation to ensure ethical, iIndependent
18 practice that does not compound the original damage
19 through intervention by past service providers or
20 perpetrators of historic abuse.
21 Finally, coming back to the appendix to your report,
22 which is the -- in which you set out the case study of
23 (HIA 333 8 is someone who has spoken to the
24 Inquiry and his statement will be read later this week.
25 You set out In this appendix the difficulties that he

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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himself experienced iIn seeking to find his family even
as recently as 2008. 1 know that you have a box with
you which s simply the measure of difficulty, if 1 can
put it that way. It is an example of the measure of
difficulty you had in accessing the right records in
order to find out where came from and his
history. Perhaps rather than me go through it you might
want to explain exactly what -- with reference to your
report, i1If you wish, what steps the Trust did take iIn
his case and what the difficulties were.

I*"m happy to do that. This Inquiry is historical abuse
but do you know for child migrants and their families it
is now? It is still going on. It 1s the present and
this, 1f you like, time line i1s really to help us be
aware that this 1s now. There are things that need to
change now. So this was recent. This was [FIINEEE]. who
could have met his mother. His mother could have met
her son. We had been looking for years. The agencies
involved said they had given all the records. After
years of looking for his family, in particular his
mother, having DNA -- done a DNA test on two Irish
families, and both were negative -- so imagine the
trauma of a family living -- someone knocks on the door.
"Do you think this i1s your relative? Here is the birth

certificate. These things all lead us to you but we

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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don®"t know'™. The DNA says very clearly, "This is not
the family”. Yes, a lot of circumstantial evidence has
brought you here, but this is not the family. So other
families -- we are iIntervening In other families”
private lives, when the records, i1If they had been given
to us, would have stopped all that, the absolute waste
of resources, but more importantly than all of that is
that this child migrant would have met his mother and
she would have met her son and it would have all been
all right as well. This mother never moved from her
home address at all.

So do you call that deception? Do we call that
deceit? Do we call that -- whatever i1t is, whatever
motivates this, i1t lacks compassion. It fails to
address human rights. It fails to deal with rights and
responsibility arguments and we got there just too late.

IT 1 could just say that all the time we were
looking -- and he himself had been looking for years,
investigating -- all the time that particular
institution had this piece of paper signed by his mother
and that was all that was needed, and within three days
of getting this we found the family. Mother had died
while we had been looking and, iIn fact, in this
particular case 1 came to Northern lreland with

who lives In Australia, because, like a lot of people,

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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you know, they have to trust. Child migrants don"t

trust easily. Why should they trust us more than
anybody else? He would constantly say, "You are not
looking. You keep coming back here. You have not found
them. You are not looking”™. So I said to [FIEEEE]. "You
come and look with me. You have some control as well.
You be part of this™.

So he came back to lreland for the first time, and
I was with him when he came back to Ireland for the
first time, and he kissed the ground. That"s what
I mean about being Irish. People don"t arrive iIn London
Heathrow and kiss the ground I can assure you. | have
never seen that, and he kissed the ground.

For three days we went to lots of presbyteries day
and night, knocked on the door of presbyteries, spoke to
lots of priests, looked at baptismal records. They were
all so welcoming, so helpful. Sometimes 1t was
8 o"clock at night. We would be knocking on the door,
standing there, saying, "Can you help, please?', but it
didn*"t lead anywhere.

Were they difficult? Did they not want to help?
Absolutely not. Absolutely they were not, but then much
later on, a couple of years later, this i1s produced.

She died during that time. Actually when we were

knocking on these doors, his mother was alive and about
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half an hour®s drive from us. That"s what he has to
live with.
Now a statue in Fremantle does not help him. I can

assure you it does not help him, but this would have
done and this would have helped his mother. So this was
all we were given -- this 1s 1t -- and this is the work
it took to find her. 1 went to America. There was
a lady 1n America by her name. That"s what i1t took.

So this is the life of a child In care, a decision
you made to send this child to the other side of the
world. This 1s 1t. When we were knocking on doors, she
was alive. No other children. Living with a family
about half an hour from where we were. That was iIn
Northern Ireland all the time. So when we talk redress,
let"s look at contemporary iIssues.

CHAIRMAN: May 1 just see the document?

A. 1 am sorry about that.

CHAIRMAN: No, no.

A. 1 think these are things that we really have to take on
board to stop i1t happening to other people.

MS SMITH: Dr Humphreys, you will be glad to know that I
have no further questions for you. Thank you very much
for your time and again for the detailed report you have
provided to the Inquiry. The Panel Members may have

some things that they want to ask you. So if you just

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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1 stay there for a moment. Thank you.
2 A. Thank you.
3 Questions from THE PANEL
4 MS DOHERTY: Dr Humphreys, thank you very much. Thank you
5 for the way you have I think really represented the
6 voice of child migrants. We will hear from them
7 themselves, but I think you have done a wonderful job
8 this afternoon.
9 One of the things that I was very | suppose touched
10 by In your report was not just about too late, mothers
11 being dead, but also unsuccessful reunions where time
12 had passed too much for a reunion to be something that
13 was successful for both the mother or the family. Could
14 you just talk a wee -- because 1 think that®"s an impact
15 that needs to be remembered as well.
16 A. Uh-huh. I think reunions under these circumstances and
17 with the passage of time they"re highly complex,
18 particularly for mothers and fathers, and particularly
19 for mothers, who are sometimes elderly and frail. They
20 themselves are visiting their past, their young years
21 and everything that"s gone before. So It"s a very
22 specialist piece of work 1 think. What are all the
23 things that need to be iIn place to help that be as they
24 would both want?
25 Guilt 1s a big factor. We have to kind of take that

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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on ourselves actually, societies, guilt. What i1s i1t all
about? How do we understand i1t all? So what are the
things that help reunions be fulfilling, meaningful?

I think 1 have talked a little bit about the
independence that i1s required and particularly people
say to me, "Are you from the church? Are you from here?
Are you from there?', and you can see the difference
when you say, "No, I am not. 1"m not that". So these
are all legacy issues, aren”t they, legacies of all this
that people carry into their old age?

So what helps a reunion be meaningful? 1 think good
planning, respect and regard for everybody, looking very
closely at what each particular person needs, requires.
How 1s this going to happen? Where is it going to be?
What 1s a failed reunion? What iIs 1t?

For child migrants there cannot be a lot of failure.
To know and to have what we all take for granted,

a photograph of your mother, of your father for the
first time i1n your life when you®re 40, 50, 60, 70 1is

a hugely, hugely changing experience. 1t"s moving from
dark to light. ™1 didn"t know and now I do. 1 couldn™t
see and now I can have an image of my mother and 1 can
see her." So failure whatever that i1s for a child
migrant i1s -- like everybody, what is the big unspoken

fear? Rejection and abandonment. It rarely happens,
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very rarely happens. Mother and Father live with the
child. Sometimes they only have a photograph of the
baby, of a toddler. Who are they going to meet?
A grown adult man and woman. That"s the challenge.
That"s the leap.
I*m not sure 1f that answers your question.
MS DOHERTY: Absolutely. 1 just wanted it out. Thank you.

MR LANE: Several points, 1if I may. |In paragraph 3.9 you

said how their childcare experience in Northern Ireland
institutions effectively groomed and demoralised the
children and sort of prepared them for further assault
in Australia.

I just wondered whether you felt you had picked up
anything from the people you had spoken to about what
the quality of childcare was like in the Northern
Ireland institutions, what their philosophy was, what
their approach was to childcare.

Well, the impression I get 1t was a culture. There was
a culture of a lack of respect for the child, a lack of
individuality. Rather cold, brutal iInstitutions, that"s
what comes over quite clear, but beyond that more
recently -- I"m sure you"re going to hear that from the
child migrants themselves -- i1s sexual assaults,
criminal assaults, the kind of assaults that i1f a parent

had done that to a child, the child would be removed and
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1 the parents would probably have had a custodial
2 sentence.
3 Then to be sent away -- | think the questioning
4 recently i1s, "Is this why I was sent? Was | sent
5 because somebody was going find out about the abuse?"
6 and that"s a quote somebody said to me a few weeks ago,
7 "And then | walked straight into 1t from the minute
8 I arrived in Bindoon. It was the same™.
9 I think that"s where that expression -- inquiries
10 help give an expression to memory, to experience, don"t
11 they? | think this iIs what"s happening. It"s
12 a trigger. You"ve given permission for the trigger and
13 so it is being talked about a lot more now. So I think
14 that when we talk about, "Was this grooming?', 1 think
15 some of this heightened awareness is also coming from
16 evidence that i1s being given to the Royal Commission iIn
17 Australia. So 1T we"re looking now at the life of
18 a child and that life in terms of Northern Ireland
19 started here and you®"re looking at here and i1t"s
20 gradually merging into there.
21 MR LANE: Have you picked up anything by way of positives
22 about the childcare experiences people had?
23 A. I"m talking about just Northern Ireland now.
24 MR LANE: Yes, just Northern lreland.
25 A. So I"m focusing on that, of course. Well, 1 think

www.merrillcorp.com/mls
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people had different experiences. So a few -- most
certainly had different experience. |If you talk to
people who went with different schemes, 1 think you
would say what are the strands that runs across all of
it? It i1s lack of identity, loss, fragmentation of
identity, all of those things, confidence, self-esteem.

MR LANE: Thank you. One other question, if I may. The
recommendations you make at the end, were there any of
those that you wanted to expand on other than the ones
you have already talked about?

A. 1 don"t think so. 1 think that most certainly In terms
of Northern Ireland particularly that the records should
be a central point. |1 mean, I think they should be iIn
a government department and I think there should be
a clear protocol and 1t i1s not too late for that. You
know, 1t is not too late. We still need to find
families. 1 think that"s something that should be
closely looked at.

MR LANE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: If I might just follow up on the last thing you
said, Dr Humphreys, you said that there®s still searches
for families.

A. Yes.

CHAIRMAN: 1Is that right?

A. Yes.
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CHAIRMAN: Now we are examining somewhere in the region of
130 individuals and I think -- 1 can®"t remember exactly,
but you have been able to carry out searches for just
under 60 or so from Northern Ireland. How many more,
and I don"t mean an exact figure, but are we talking iIn
terms of 10, 20, 50 or the remaining 60 or 707?

A. Can I write to you about that so that 1 can give you
a really looked at figure?

CHAIRMAN: 1 think 1t would be very helpful i1f you could.

A. It"s going to be 20 or more. That"s for sure.

CHAIRMAN: Yes.

A. You know, at the moment we are in the middle of a very
complicated Inquiry that"s gone on for years, Northern
Ireland, where the mother cannot be found anywhere at
all. Mother never been in touch with her family since
1949. They"ve never seen her since then. They"ve never
had a birthday card, Christmas card. She"s never been
in touch with her siblings. Can"t find her anywhere.
That"s where a central point located we could have this
discussion. What can we do in Northern lreland to find
this Mother? What can we do? We have to do something.
Time 1s running out. She®s 90 now. The son i1s 70.

CHAIRMAN: Well, 1t would be very helpful if you could give
us an indication, because that example underlines very

dramatically how difficult, complex and time-consuming
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17. Appendix 1 - PJM Case Study & Timeline

17.1.

17.2.

17.3.

17.4.

17.5.
17.6.

17.7.

17.8.

never met his mother. Sent from Termonbacca to Australia in 1947 aged
ten, the search for his mother soon after he left institutional care in

the 1950s. He tried nearly every possible way of finding her and never gave up.

By the approached the Trust for help in the early 1990s, he had
returned to Ireland twice, visiting Termonbacca and Nazareth Houses in Derry
and Sligo where he had spent his early childhood. Apart from his certificate of
baptism, he received no information to help him find his family.

The Trust had few details at the start of the search. Over fifteen years, thousands
of pounds were spent buying certificates and travelling to interview dozens of
potential family members across the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic. On
three occasions, families who matched the research profile could not be excluded
but DNA tests proved negative.

Just before the search was finally and unexpectedly resolved, the researchers found
a woman who had moved to California and had recently died. CMT was actively
negotiating with U.S. authorities to exhume the body for further tests to determine
if she mother. This drastic measure was clearly an ethical minefield
and an indication of the vital importance of the search The Trust
grappled with the dilemmas of disrupting the mortal remains of an elderly woman
who, in the event, was not the person we were so desperately seeking.

The answer to the search had been at Nazareth House all the time.

The Trust, with , had visited Nazareth House Sligo three times, seeking
documentation or any other possible sources of information, including
interviewing elderly Sisters. The result was the same every time — no information.
In visited Nazareth House again, this time on his own. He left with a
photocopy of a sheet of paper that gave the details of the parish priest who had
recommended admission. gave that paper to the Trust
and it was decided that a CMT social worker would return to Nazareth House to
explore if any other information had been found.

The Trust visited Nazareth House to request sight of the document that had been
photocopied for After more than three hours waiting, the paper giving the
name of the recommending priest was finally produced.

The other side of that document revealed the name and address of
mother; details withheld from Patrick.
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Investigation quickly established that mother had never married or
moved from the home where she was born in 1912 and been a much loved sister,
aunt and great-aunt to a large family. She had died in 1999, many years after

the Trust had requested information from the Church, more than forty
years after began his search. Whilst the Trust was searching for her,
requesting records from Nazareth Houses, Patrick’s mother had been still living at
the family farm in County Fermanagh.

The response, or the lack of response, from different Catholic agencies meant this
mother never met her son, her grandchildren or her great grandchildren. The costs
and consequences were massive and intensified the pain and suffering of

and his mother. It meant that dozens of families were needlessly investigated and
disrupted; some generously agreeing to participate with intrusive DNA testing and
re-examine their own family history in the context of a possible missing child. A
recently deceased, devout Irish woman in America was almost disinterred. It is

difficult to find words which adequately convey the pain and suffering involved.

This was not an example from the distant past. This took place in 2008, at the time
of the Ryan Inquiry in Ireland.

1937

1939

1947

1965

1992
1993

13/05/1937 According to Castleblayney hospital register Patrick was discharged
and admitted to Nazareth House, Derry

19/03/1939 Admitted to Nazareth House, Sligo — recommended by Mother
Elizabeth, Nazareth House, Derry

07/05/1947 Authorisation for migration documents signed by Brother P.A.
for and on behalf of the Scottish Migration Secretary

29/08/1947 Migrated from Termonbacca on the 'Asturius'
22/09/1947 Arrived in Fremantle aboard the 'Asturius’

contacted a Catholic agency to help find his family - he was
told he has no living family members

19/05/1992 First contact with CMT

22/05/1994 was interviewed by Margaret Humphreys in Perth, Western
Australia
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Year

09/05/1994

LI 24/09/1996

24/09/1996

26/09/1996

CMT conducts extensive research this year covering 8 Brigid’s — all
excluded. Baptismal sponsor also investigated.

Letters to Australian Archives and the West Australian State
Government

CMT wrote to St Mary's Hospital, Castleblayney, Nazareth Houses
and the Family Care Society in Belfast requesting urgent assistance.

CMT wrote to NE Health Board - they suggested we write to the
Registrar in Co. Monaghan

CMT wrote to the Registrar in Co. Monaghan

-y 30/07/1997

31/07/1997
31/07/1997

05/08/1997

10/12/1997

Visited Nazareth House, Sligo

Met with Matron, St Mary's Hospital, Castleblayney. Their register
cites "Maggie, alias Brigid " - with another surname crossed out.
Also states 25 years old.

CMT located and excluded Brigid M. in Enniskillen

CMT wrote to Catholic Enquiry Service, Edinburgh

19/05/1999

16/06/1999

09/08/1999

23/08/1999

21/10/2000

2001

05/03/2001
25/04/2001

26/05/2001
26/06/2001
06/07/2001

Met with Hon. Dr Mal Washer MP in Joondalup to discuss
difficulties searching for his family

visited Ireland and made enquiries with Castleblayney
Hospital, who confirm 'Brigid M.” as the correct name

CMT research visit - 85 possible births and 27 possible marriages
located for Brigid M.

DNA tests conducted on daughter of a Brigid prove negative

CMT met with family in Belleek

DNA testing conducted of family in Belleek - results prove negative

Ireland
in Nottingham
to Bertie Ahern T.D.

Page 33 of 35



Year

2001

2007

20/12/2001

07/06/2002

12/11/2002

11/12/2002

07/01/2003

17/04/2003

19/05/2003
04/06/2003

24/06/2003

24/06/
22/10/2003

07/11/2003
27/01/2004
21/03/2004

31/03/2004

10/11/2004
17/03/2005
03/09/2007

AUS-6034

Response from Mary Hanafin T.D. Referring to 'adoption’
throughout

Solicitor's letters to Dept of Health and Children in Dublin re. lack of
records

CMT arranged a case conference with NE Health Board in Drogheda

CMT contacted priest in Belleek who is trying to determine whether
Nazareth House Derry & Sligo have further information

CMT called a case conference held in Solicitors, NE
Health Board, Child Care Legislation Unit DoH, St Mary's Hospital
Administrator, Castleblayney and CMT

St Mary's Hospital provide copy of 'Unmarried Mothers Admitted'
returns showing Maggie M., aged 25, admitted on 10/4/37 - only

Patrick met with NE Health Board in Ireland

CMT liaise with NE Health Board regarding others admitted to
Castleblayney in 1937

wrote to the Registrar General in Dublin requesting an
inquiry into his birth registration

to Enda Kenny, Fine Gael Leader in Dublin

Response from Registrar General - making enquiries with
Castleblayney

Response from GRO - no further information is available
CMT research visit to Belfast

CMT visit to Enniskillen to meet family of 'Molly M." of San Francisco
CMT visit to Belleek to meet possible family

DNA testing conducted in Belleek proves negative
Residential Institutions Redress Board offer accepted

CMT met with and discussed possible exhumation for DNA
testing of Maggie/Molly in San Francisco
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18 12/06/2008 visited Nazareth House, Sligo and was given a 1937 paper
with new information - 'recommended by Fr. Connolly CC, Belleek' -
which focuses the search in Belleek

11/11/2008 CMT visited Nazareth House, Sligo and was given the same piece of
paper which was handed

visited Ireland for the wedding of his niece - the first family wedding he
has attended. The family farm has changed little - the family have lived there for
generations.
walks the lane alone in the early morning — “Walking in the steps of my
Mother. Walking where my grand-parents and mother placed their feet. They
walked this lane for years. It’s as close as I can get.”
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PRIVATE

am good with my hands and | can fix most things and | feel that if | had a decent

education | could have been an engineer.

Life after care

12.

13.

14.

| married my wife-in 1971 and we have two children — a son called
-and a daughter called_ | only obtained my birth certificate
when | was getting married. | was hard to live with at first, as my upbringing was
very different to that of my wife’'s. She came from a family of seven. | saw
things as black or white and took things literally. Thankfully | didn’'t have any
problems relating to my children and | am close to them and | am very proud of
them. | am very self-critical and | always think | could do better. | become
annoyed and frustrated with myself easily and sometimes | feel inadequate. |do
not know how to accept praise. | think this stems from my time in care when |

never received any praise as a child and | never felt valued.

When we had our first child, my wife wanted to know about our family health
history and that is when she asked more about my family and the fact that | was
a war orphan. She wrote to the Sisters of Nazareth in Hammersmith in the mid
1970s and they said they couldn’t give us any information. She then wrote to a
priest in St Malachy’s Church in Belfast where | was baptised and he gave me
the address of my mother. When | got her address | wrote her a letter and she
replied and said she was pleased to hear from me, but also horrified. She had
put a lid on her past and now it was reopened. When my mother moved to
England she married and had two children. She never told her husband or
children about my existence. | was a secret and only her siste-knew

about me. My mother’s parents had passed away at that stage.

We wrote letters back and forth to each other and she told me that when she put
me in Nazareth Lodge the nuns told her that | would be adopted and brought up
in Ireland. She had no idea that | had gone to Australia and she was never
asked for her permission. We exchanged letters for only a couple of months in

the late 1970s or early 1980s because she was terrified her husband would
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Department?
Submissions by MR O"REILLY

MR O"REILLY: Yes. At the outset, Mr Chairman, 1 can
respond as fully as 1 am briefed in terms of a matter
you raised at the end in relation to the Restoration
Fund.

CHAIRMAN: Yes.

MR O"REILLY: The Department here got in touch with iIts
counterparts in the mainland, and the response that came
back was that not only does the Restoration Fund remain
open, but, iIn fact, it has been extended until 2017.
Unfortunately there were no direct answers to questions
such as, "Was the particular witness a one-off in
seeking an extension? Had others made application and
had been refused?', but merely that as of last Thursday
the fund was extended until 2017, and it is therefore
open to those who qualify as having been child migrants.

CHAIRMAN: Well, 1 am sure that news will be extremely
welcome not just to the withess who raised it but to
anyone else in advancing years who may be contemplating
trying to return to this part of the world --

MR O"REILLY: 1 would think so.

CHAIRMAN: -- for the purpose of a visit. We are most
grateful to you for confirming that.

MR O"REILLY: Mr Chairman, Members of the Panel, | don"t
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Q.

Page 50

Yes, but what 1 -- I am interested in iIs that"s one side
of the coin, but 1t also seems to be the case that for
whatever reason the two homes in Derry decided that they
woulldn®"t send any more children, but the Belfast homes
continued to do so until December 1956. 1 just wondered
was there some reason for this difference in attitude
that you are aware of?

Not that 1"m aware of, Chairman, unless the immigration

people were looking for girls. Maybe there®s more girls

in Belfast than there was in Derry. | mean, that"s just
speculation. | don"t know.
Sorry.

Then a completely unrelated question that 1 would just
like to raise with you. At the end of your first,
longer statement you said that the congregation had set
aside a sum of money iIn Australia to assist any issues
arising from child migrants and you then go on to say
that in 1995 the Superior General of the day I take it
paid the passage of about fifty child migrants to return
to the United Kingdom. [Is that correct?

That"s correct, yes.

Does that mean it came out of the Order®s funds?

Yes, yes.

Thank you, and you refer to the assistance of Caritas
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5.APOLOGY

The Inquiry heard Sister Brenda McCall express the congregation’s regret at its

participation in the Child Migrant Programme. Ms Doherty enquired of her
whether an apology was given by the congregation when it hosted a reception

for 55 former child migrants in its home in Hammersmith.

In 2005 the Sisters of Nazareth issued a statement of apology to the Australian

Child Migrant Project as follows:-

‘We, the Sisters of Nazareth, sincerely apologise and are deeply saddened by the

pain and distress suffered by so many men and women as a result of the Child
Migration Scheme. We wholeheartedly commit ourselves to continue to support

those who contact us and warmly welcome each one to Nazareth House,

welcoming accommodation if required”

The Congregation confirms that they remain committed as aforesaid and they

continue to welcome and to assist all former child migrants who contact them.
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I*m sure the Panel will have some questions for you and
I"11 hand you over to them very shortly, but at this
point I"m just wondering if you are -- if you wish to
add anything to what is iIn your statement. 1 haven"t
gone through it paragraph by paragraph, but 1 have
touched on a number of issues. |If there®s anything you
want to add to what"s iIn that or is there anything else
you wish to say on behalf of the congregation?

I think hindsight"s a great thing and 1 think -- looking
back now, I think the congregation regrets the grave
injustice done to these children i1In sending them out,
not just to the children but to their families as well,
and 1 think no matter -- the most eloquent apology, or
the most beautiful monument, or no matter how much money
they receive will never make up for what we took from
them i1In sending them there.

I know some made good lives for themselves, and
having been out in Australia and spoken to some migrant
children, they still have this, "What 1f ...? What if
I had stayed in lreland?", even though they had made
good lives for themselves out there, and I think we have
to acknowledge -- that®"s the government, the British
government, the Australian government, the churches, the
congregations, the institutes -- we all have to put our

hands up and acknowledge that maybe it wasn®"t the right
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1 thing, even though 1t was done in the best interests of
2 the child at the time.
3 I jJust thank the Panel for listening to me.
4 Q. Thank you very much, Sister.
5 A. Thank you.
6 Questions from THE PANEL
7 CHAIRMAN: Sister, I wonder if I could just try and
8 summarise in a few sentences what seems to be the
9 overall position in general terms about the role of your
10 Order in what happened.
11 There are a number of different strands to this it
12 seems clear. | list them In no particular order of
13 significance, but, first of all, British governments
14 over many years were prepared to support and encourage
15 organisations to send children to various parts of what
16 was then the British Empire and later the British
17 Commonwealth, such as Canada and particularly Australia.
18 However, they left the process to individual
19 organisations to manage and so on, and we have heard
20 that other organisations, secular organisations, such as
21 the Fairbridge scheme and Dr Barnardo®s took part.
22 There were quite a number of organisations, some of
23 which were other Christian denominations, such as the
24 Church of England, Presbyterian Church, the Methodist
25 Church, but there was definitely a second element, which
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