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File Analysis – Child Migration – Northern Ireland 
 

Name DOB DOA 
 

Home DOM Reason Comments 

 28.06.55. 

03.09.58. 

Macedon 

Kingston, 

England 

19.10.62. 

(aged 15 years) 

asked to migrate as 

he had an aunt in 

Queensland. Permission 

given by mother 

1988 After Care  

assisted with tracing 

half- sister. 

5.8.92. Visit to After 

Care before visiting 

relations in NI. 

 10.08.38. 

21.10.38. 

31.12.38. 

12.05.44. 

19.10.45. 

29.05.46. 

06.05.48. 

EOD, Belfast 

GVH, England 

BO Burwell  

Lexham Hall 

Springhill 

Spennels 

GVH 

21.5.48. 

SS Ormond, 

Tilbury  

(aged 11 years) 

 

asked to be considered 

for migration as both 

parents dead. Unable to 

locate grandparents or trace 

any relative but an uncle 

who gave his consent. 

1957 After Care 

assisted with putting 

in touch with 

Uncle  

3.7.74. Lttr received 

thanking B’s for a 

“wonderful, 

marvellous Christian 

upbringing.” 

8.9.92. Newspaper 

article about being re-

united with family in 

NI  

 

 30.06.43. 

25.10.43. 

 

4.12.47. 

28.07.48. 

02.12.48. 

26.01.49. 

Kilkeel, NI 

Comlongon 

Castle, 

Scotland 

Norwich 

BO Oreton 

BGC 

Southwood, 

Derby 

23.8.55. 

SS Georgie 

Liverpool 

(aged 13 years) 

asked to be 

considered for migration as 

some of his friends had 

gone and told him how 

much they liked it. Consent 

given by father. Approval 

for migration from minister 

of Home Affairs Stormont 

under SIII(5) of the C&YP 

Act (NI) 1950 

Father requested a 

placement in England 

as he was in the army 

stationed there.  
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Name DOB DOA 

 

Home DOM Reason Comments 

11.04.47. 

12.09.47. 

01.04.48. 

18.03.50. 

07.09.63. 

Belfast EOD 

BO CO.Antrim 

BO, Ballymena 

BO, Belfast 

GVH, England 

15.09.63. 

SS Canberra, 

Southampton 

(aged 17 years) 

Mother and grandparents  

emigrated to Canada in 

1947. 

8.5.63. requested to 

go to Australia to join her 

boyfriend and foster 

brother. Consent given by 

mother in Canada  

16.10.67.

requested help to re-

establish contact with 

her mother. 

1979 Returned from 

Australia to live in 

Sussex 

1983-1991 

correspondence with 

assisting her to 

trace relatives in 

Canada 

 

19.03.55. 

23.11.55. 

12.06.56. 

15.04.57. 

18.09.57. 

13.06.60. 

Macedon 

BO, Belfast 

BO, Ballycarry 

BO, Belfast 

Macedon 

GVH, England 

21.06.60. 

SS Strathnaver 

Tilbury  

(aged 14 years) 

Father wanted to emigrate 

as 40 years old and it was 

‘now or never’. 

As a single father he could 

not make arrangements for 

children. Asked whether 

they could join an official 

Barnardo’s sailing party. 

 

9.1.59. Agreement 

gained for all children 

to be transferred to a 

Barnardo’s home in 

Australia and placed 

together 

 01.05.55. 

23.11.55. 

12.06.56. 

15.04.57. 

18.09.57. 

13.06.60. 

Macedon 

BO, Belfast 

BO, Ballycarry 

BO, Belfast 

Macedon 

GVH, England 

 

 

 

 

21.06.60. 

SS Strathnaver 

Tilbury 

(aged 8 years) 

29.1.58. Court application 

for ruling on jurisdiction and 

the need for both parents to 

give consent. 

 

Father emigrated to 

Australia on 19.11.59. 

to find work before 

children joined him. 

2000 Records sent 

2007 Found 

illegitimate half-sister 

adopted before her 

parents marriage. 
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21.04.57. 

13.05.60. 

13.06.60. 

Ballycastle 

Macedon 

GVH, England 

21.06.60. 

SS Strathnaver 

Tilbury 

(aged 5 years) 

23.4.58. Mr told by 

Australia house that 

children under 7 could not 

be transferred to a 

children’s home in Australia.  

9.6.60. High Court of 

Justice NI gave 

special permission for 

to migrate 

with siblings due to 

his age. 

1962 Restored to 

father 

20.7.93. Received 

records from After 

Care 
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of 3/6 per child per week up to the age of 14 years with a maximum payment by the
Commonwealth of £1,000 per annum.42

2.47 Juvenile migration was popular within the broader Australian community
whereas adult migration was less so. One source noted that juvenile migration:

…generated the “feel-good” factor. Unemployment was high in the 1920s
and adult migrants were competitors for scarce jobs. Many working class
people and the Labor Party were cool towards, or opposed outright, to
immigration. However, it was harder to be opposed to the arrival of
deprived youngsters brought by Fairbridge or Barnardo’s, and equally
difficult to be bitter towards young men brought by the Dreadnought Trust
or the Big Brother Movement or the churches, intended for rural work at
low wages which few Australians wanted.43

2.48 In 1921 the Sydney Millions Club sponsored the arrival of the first official
group of Barnardos boys, whose average age was 16 years.44 In 1923, the first group
of Barnardo girls arrived in Australia. In the same year the Fairbridge Farm School
was re-established at Pinjarra (Western Australia). Further details of the Barnardos
scheme are discussed in chapter 3. In 1925 the Big Brother Movement was launched,
although they generally took older youths. In the mid-1920s the organisations
bringing out child migrants became increasingly ambitious in their plans. In 1925 the
Salvation Army chartered an entire ship to bring migrant boys and some married
couples to Australia.45

2.49 Until this time the major emphasis among the charitable and religious
organisations involved in juvenile migration had been on creating a ‘new start’ in a
new country for school-leavers rather than for younger children.

2.50 Catholic Church interest in child migration commenced in the 1920s.
Dr Coldrey suggested that there were a variety of reasons for this but the main
emphasis was on maintaining ‘Catholic numbers’ against the Protestants. He added
that:

There were seven non-Catholic organisations, such as Barnardos,
Fairbridge, the Big Brother Movement and the Millions Club, bringing
numbers of children to Australia; no Catholic agencies. Some Catholic boys
and young men were coming under the auspices of Fairbridge or the Big

                                             

42 Letters from the Commonwealth Department of Interior, dated 27.4.38 and NSW Department of Labour
and Industry dated 9.5.38, attachment, confidential submission.

43  NAA, Good British Stock, Ch 3, p.1.

44 The Millions Club was formed in Sydney in 1916. Its aim was to settle ‘a million farmers on a million
farms’ in NSW and Victoria.

45 Gill, pp.56-57.
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2.69 Clause 6 of the Act stated that:

The Minister shall be the guardian of the person, and of the estate in Australia,
of –

(a) every evacuee child; and

(b) every immigrant child who arrives in Australia after the commencement
of this Act, to the exclusion of the father and mother and every other
guardian of the child, and shall have, as guardian, the same rights,
powers, duties, obligations and liabilities as a natural guardian of the
child would have, until the child reaches the age of twenty-one years or
leaves Australia permanently, or until the provisions of this Act cease to
apply to and in relation to the child, whichever first happens.

2.70 The Act made further provision for the delegation of these powers. Subsection
5(1) of the Act enabled the Minister to delegate his functions and powers as guardian:

…to any officer or authority of the Commonwealth or of any State or
Territory of the Commonwealth all or any of his powers and functions
under this Act (except this power of delegation) so that the delegated
powers and functions may be exercised by the delegate with respect to the
matters or class of matters, or the child or class of children, specified in
the instrument of delegation.

2.71 The Minister delegated his powers as guardian of child migrants to State
welfare authorities shortly after the legislation was enacted. The Department stated
that it was ‘not intended that the Commonwealth exercise direct control over the
migrant children, but that State Authorities should assume that role’. Indentures were
made between the delegated State Government welfare officials and voluntary
organisations in which the organisations agreed to bear the responsibility for the care
and welfare of the children placed under their care. The statutory scheme established
by the IGOC Regulations:

…envisaged that the State authority would be primarily responsible for the
supervision of the welfare and care of child migrants. The local State
authority was likely to have better knowledge of the rights, powers and
responsibilities of guardians and custodians under child welfare legislation
and a better understanding of local conditions. In addition to this, officers of
the State authority dealing with child welfare matters on a regular basis were

                                                                                                                                            

the legislation does in some ways modify the traditional role of a guardian. For example, the Act
envisages delegation of the powers and functions of the Minister to State welfare authorities; and
together with the regulations, the legislation provides inspection and other powers to State welfare
authorities to supervise custody, and envisages that the State authority would be primarily responsible for
supervision of the welfare and care of children covered by the Act. See Submission No.42, Additional
Information, 9.4.01, pp.11-12 (DIMA).
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per week and New South Wales 4/8 per week. These State differences remained in
place throughout the next decade.69

2.79 The Western Australian Department for Family and Children’s Services
provided the following detailed information on maintenance payments. In 1948
payments to child migrants up to 16 years were summarised as:

Commonwealth child endowment 10/- per week
State subsidy 3/6 per week
British Government subsidy 6/3 per week
Lotteries Commission 3/- per week
Total £1.2.9 per week

In 1963 payments were:

Commonwealth child endowment 10/- per week
State subsidy 15/- per week
British Government subsidy £1.5.0 per week
Lotteries Commission 10/- per week
Total £3.0.0 per week70

2.80 The Queensland Government provided the following information from
Annual Reports for 1954-55 and 1956-57 for payments for child migrants under
16 years of age:

Commonwealth child endowment 10/- per week
State subsidy 12/6 per week
British Government subsidy 12/6 per week
Total £1.15.0 per week

Where a child was still attending secondary school at 16 years of age, the State
increased the payment to 25/- per week and payments from the other Governments
ceased.

2.81 The Queensland Government noted that in 1954-55 the amount paid by the
State Government to denominational homes for each State ward was 25/- per week. In
addition to this amount, child endowment of 10/- per week was received for each
child, making a total of £1.15.0 per week, the same amount received by the institution
for each child migrant. In all instances, the cost of medical and dental treatment of the
children and of school requisites was defrayed by the State, which also paid half the
cost of buildings, extensions, repairs and other capital items.71

                                             

69 Sherington & Jeffery, Fairbridge, pp.262-63.

70 Submission No.135, pp.14-15 (WA Department for Family and Children’s Services).

71 Submission No.146, Additional Information, p.4 (Queensland Government).
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SISTERS OF NAZARETH 

 

SAILING 

NAZARETH 
HOUSE, 

BELFAST 
(F) 

NAZARETH 
LODGE, 

BELFAST 
(M) 

NAZARETH 
HOUSE, 

DERRY (F) 

TERMONBACCA 
(M) 

TOTAL 

29/8/1938  1   1 

17/2/1939    2 2 

29/8/1947 9 7 13 27 56 

00/00/1947    2   2 

00/03/1950 1    1 

28/1/1953    17 17 

09/3/1953 2    2 

00/04/1953  1   1 

6/8/5/1953 6   4 10 

21/2/1955 5    5 

21/09/1956  1   1 

24/12/1956  13   13 

 23 23 13 52 111 
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