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Statement of:
Age of Witness:

Over 18

(if over 18 insert ‘over 18’)

I declare that this statement consisting of
page/s, each signed by me is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence at a preliminary enquiry or at the trial of any
person, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not
believe to be true.
Signature of Witness:
Date: 22/11/11
HIA 64
Service/Staff # if police/staff

Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)

Signature of Member:

R Emerson

17304

by whom statement was
recorded or received

Date:

22/11/11

Service/Staff # if police/staff

I have given a previous statement to Police that covers the time I spent at Nazareth Lodge
Home in Belfast. I left there in

or

, I’m not exactly sure which, to go to

Rubane House, Kircubbin, which was another children’s home run by the De La Salle Order and

Certified a true copy of an original signed document

the Christian Brothers. I would have been around
there until I was

, that would have been

or

years of age at the time and stayed

from memory. I recall being frightened at the

prospect of going to Rubane because I had heard so many stories from other boys who had
been there about how strict the Christian Brothers were . At Nazareth Lodge I was one of the
older boys and realised I would again be one of the youngest at Rubane. I remember the “Big
House” at Rubane. On the ground floor there was a kitchen and dining room that must have
been partly underground because you would look out the kitchen window and see grass. I lived
in a dormitory on

. There were 3 dorm on the

that each housed about 15

boys each, all of mixed ages. The top floor was reserved for staff only and the Christian
Brothers would have had their living rooms and staff rooms up there. The new school was
situated opposite the “big house” across the yard. There was also a 3-sided farm building
beside the new school with a courtyard in the middle. The farm building had a TV room, laundry
room and games room in it and the rest of this building was used for farming. On the other side
Signature of witness:
Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)
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of the “big house”, the front side, had a large garden. There was also a chapel attached to the
“big house” that we attended most days. I was only at Rubane for a couple of days when one of
the older boys walked over to me and punched me on the head with his fist. I recall being
knocked off my feet by this and curling up into a ball on the ground because he continued to
punch and kick me. I don’t know who this boy was, he certainly didn’t live in my dorm. He was
taller than me but that’s all I remember of the incident other than it took place in the courtyard
and think it was a Saturday afternoon. I don’t know why this boy attacked me and I didn’t report
it to anyone because I was still unsure of my surroundings. Life was indeed more harsh at
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Rubane and our daily routine would have involved making our bed when we woke, followed by
chores, breakfast and school. In the evening we would play hurley or Gaelic before getting tea
and going to bed. When I turned

or

, I’m not sure exactly which, I was moved out of the

dorm in the “big house” and into a dorm located in a building to the rear of the farm, this building
was known to the boys as the “old school building”. There were 4 dorms in the “old school”,

BR 15

each with about 12 or 14 boys of mixed ages.

We used to refer to him as BR 15 ” when he wasn’t around.

was in charge of the

BR 15 picked a “charge hand”

for each dorm. This would have been one of the older boys or one of his favourites. The
charge hand would be responsible for discipline in

BR 15

absence and just like Nazareth

Lodge the charge boy would put you out if you misbehaved. If this happened you had to wait in
the corridor for
be fair

BR 15 to punish you. I was only put out for punishment a few times and to

BR 15

would normally just shout and barge before telling you to go back to bed.

He did use a leather strap that he hit me on the hand with but I just accepted this as punishment
for being naughty or misbehaving. I remember one incident when I was
was summertime and it could have been

Signature of witness:
Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)
38/36 (2007)
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the time. I always slept with a shoe under my pillow because all the boys would take about the
“bed crawlers” who would come out at night. I had spoken to several boys who had told me that
they would have been woken up at night by somebody groping them. It was also common
knowledge amongst the boys that there were a few boys who would try it on with the younger
boys. You just got to know who these boys were and did your best to stay out of their way. On
this particular night I had just gone to sleep. It must have been around midnight. I was asleep
on my side and felt somebody pulling at my right arm. They were trying to pull me onto my
back. I tried tugging my arm away but was then pulled onto my back, the light was off in the
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dorm and it was pitch dark. I sensed somebody standing over me but it was more shadows
than anything else. I felt a hand go under the blanket and touch me on my privates. I was
wearing PJs at the time and this hand was rubbing my privates over my PJs. I could make out
a head standing over me but not who it was. I grabbed the shoe from beneath my pillow and
with all my might swung it towards where I thought this person’s head was. I must have
connected with their head because they ran off and I sat up in bed. I was very frightened and
shook up by this but did not know who to turn to for help. I stayed awake for as long as I could

BR 15

but must have eventually dozed off. Next morning
us up as usual and

came into the dorm to wake

.

when I saw him

the night previous and I knew it must have been him who had groped me during the night. He
stood and stared at me for a few moments but didn’t say anything. I never said anything to him
either but I never had any problems with

BR 15 after this. I didn’t report this incident

because I knew I would be wasting my time reporting a Brother. When I was

I tried running

away from Rubane House. I was fed up with it and wanted to get away. I didn’t get too far and
the RUC got me at Ards Bus Depot and took me back to Rubane. I was immediately taken by a

Signature of witness:
Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)
38/36 (2007)
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Brother to a small room in the Big House where I saw another 3 other Brothers waiting for me. I
think the room was on the ground floor but don’t recall the names of any of these Brothers.
They were all regular Rubane staff. I knew that but was not certain about their names. They
were all in their

and wore black habits with a black belt. One of the Brothers would have

played Gaelic with the boys and another one was a school teacher because he had previously
taken me for

and

. I don’t know who the other two were but they were

definitely members of Rubane staff. I had only just entered the room when one of them
punched me on the head with his fist. I recall falling to floor and he just continued to punch and
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kick me on the floor. It was all a bit of a blur but I remember they all took turns at punching and
kicking me. I was very frightened and in complete shock. I wet myself with fear because just
when I thought it was over another Brother would lift me onto my feet and punch me on the
head with his fist and the kicking would start all over again when I fell on the floor. This went on
for 5 or 10 minutes but it’s hard to say exactly. When it finished I was told to go to bed. My nose
was bleeding and I could hardly walk. I was bruised all over. I didn’t report this to anyone
because there was nobody there to report these things to. I just went to bed. Next morning
was a school day because I went to class and remember one of the Brothers who had beaten
me the night before telling everyone to move all the desks to the side of the classroom except
one. He then picked 4 of my mates and told them to hold me over the desk.

.

I left immediately and recall going to the outdoor pool. I was hysterical, crying and
in great pain. I walked into the water up to neck hoping it would calm the pain. One of the boys

Signature of witness:
Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)
38/36 (2007)
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holding me down was

although I think he is dead now. I can’t recall the

names of the other 3 boys. I never received any medical treatment for my injuries and never
told anyone else about this apart from my wife about 10 years ago. I’m sure the other boys in
my class who witnessed this will remember the event too. I left Rubane when I was
would have been

and went to live with my granny and granddad in Belfast. I give the
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Police permission to obtain my medical notes.

Signature of witness:
Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)
38/36 (2007)
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