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HIA REF: 195

Witness Name: HIA 195

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 195

l, HIA 195 will say as follows:-

Personal details

1. 1 was born on_in Belfast. | was the fifth child out of seven. | have
three sisters, JNRISES and NEEEH and three brothers, ikl I and
DL 59 however-|iied from cot death.

2. | was very young when my mother and father parted ways. My father had
been abusing me and my sister. | was also abused by my paternal
grandfather and uncles. My mother was bringing us up by herself but |
remember her sleeping a lot and the neighbours would come in and look after

us. We were put into Nazareth House several times during our childhood so

my mother must have been havin

3. I social Worker, took us to Nazareth House where we stayed until
our mother's funeral. Our granny took us out for the funeral, and tried to keep
us living with her after that. My uncle started to abuse us while we were living
there and my sistetold the Social Worker to get us out of there so
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four of us were put back in Nazareth House. My granny keptbecause he
was the oldest and my aunt took Nk to live with her because NEEE#was
only a baby. NEEF¥M wanted to take all of us, but my father wouldn’t agree to
this.

Nazareth House, Belfast, N

4. When we first went in to Nazareth House, all four of us, [\lglsKe
(DI M and myself were put into the same unit. Over time however we were

gradually relocated. sentNEEN and over to the Good
Shepherd, Belfast, leaving just me and in Nazareth House.
Subsequently one of my sisters was moved from Good Shepherd to
Middletown, and JBIMSIR was sent to Kircubbin. We were all eventually
separated completely, and we didn’t really have much contact with each
other. The family just drifted apart. | was in Nazareth House from the age of

five until the age of fourteen years.

5. Being in Nazareth House was a nightmare. There were three groups and |
was in Our Lady’s of which ¥ was in charge. | could never do
anything right. | was sure to get a slap every day. had her
favourites, but | was her punch bag. When | was there, | felt like | was the only
one getting picked on, but now | realise that she was probably like that to

other children as well.

6. When | first went in to Nazareth House we slept in large dormitories, however
they were soon divided up into smaller bedrooms. | shared a bedroom with
We had to get up every day at 6.00am. When IIERESHM wasn't
wearing her habit, she wore something like a dishcloth over her head, and she
would come along at 6.00am, and shout at us to get up and say our prayers.
My brother got battered by every morning because he
wet the bed. Because | was older | had to strip his bed and take his bed
sheets to the laundry. | was terrified of the two women who worked in there. |
recall one was called_ I would throw the sheets in the door and run

away as fast as | could.
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7. We went to bed at 6.00pm. The food in Nazareth House was alright, but if we
misbehaved we didn't get any. We never got pocket money or sweets. Sister
used to make me wear hand me downs, when everybody else was
getting new dresses. When | went to Middletown the staff were shocked at
what | was wearing and had to take me out and buy me new clothes. | thought

it was great.

8. | went to the school that was in Nazareth House, until the new school was
built on the Ravenhill Road. | SRl was in charge of both schools. |
was beaten by ]SS for being left-handed. She would hit me on the
head in front of all of the classes and tell everyone | was a dunce. When she
was hitting me on the head with her keys, | used to think it was no wonder |
had no brain. She would also tell the other children not to play with me, so |
was always left on my own unless one of the other girls from the home played
with me. | had no friends in primary school. | would always try to go into the
gym or the hall, to get out of INEERETM way as she was always marching
around the playground, and she would just hit me for nothing. | don't

remember ever doing any homework in Nazareth House.

9. Every Friday, | was made to get down on my hands and knees in the three
classrooms to scrub, wax and polish the floors. | had to take the wax off the
floor with a knife. | was only aged six years at the time. | wasn’t allowed to eat
or go to bed until all three classrooms were scrubbed, waxed and polished. |
had to do this by myself every week. would come in and hit me

on the head with her keys while | was on my knees.

10.1f | was bad, used to make me kneel outside her cell door at
night and pray. | was there from one day until the next. | wasn't given any food
and | wasn't allowed to go to bed. | wasn’t even allowed to sleep. | had to
kneel and pray the entire night. There was a window with a curtain which she
would look through to check on me. If | had fallen asleep, she would bang the
window and shout [EIESEE] get up”. Then she would come out and batter me

across the head with a large bunch of keys that she always carried around
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with her. | was always terrified because it was cold and dark. If | had to pray
all night, 1 would fall asleep the next day in the classroom and then Sister
SIR@CHM.ould hit me on the head again in front of the whole class.

11.At one stage | developed psoriasis on my scalp 1RSI 00k me down

to the bathroom where she emptied a tin of Jeyes fluid into a sink of water.
She started cutting my hair off with scissors. When she couldn't cut any more,
she took a razor and shaved my entire head until | was completely bald. She
put rubber gloves on and got a scrubbing brush, the type that you would
normally use to scrub the floor. She put my head in the sink and started to
scrub my head with the brush. My head was bleeding, and | screamed with
the painthen started to hit me on the top of the head with the
brush, telling me to shut up. The more | screamed, the more | got battered.
When she stopped, she gave me a hat to wear and | was told not to take it off.
Because | was screaming and crying, RISl made me kneel outside
her cell all night again. The following day, arranged to have my
two sisters NEERE] andNaEE transferred to a home in Middletown.

12.We never celebrated any birthdays in Nazareth House. | only found out the
date of my birthday in later years, after | asked in Middletown to
help me get my birth certificate. | believe that the nuns in Nazareth House
recorded the wrong date of birth for me as well. | don’t remember any special

celebrations at Christmas time.

13.1 started going to ballet classes on the Ormeau Road on Tuesday evenings.

There were three of us who were allowed to go. | loved going to anything that

would get me away from [EESIRSCHEEN | loved my ballet teacher_

She was very good to me, but | never told her about being beaten by Sister
SRS he would take me away for the weekend or out to her house and
would buy me my pumps and outfits. | think she took me out because she

knew what was going on in the home.

14.A priest called Brendan Smyth started to visit Nazareth House when | was

aged approximately six years of age. The first time | met him, R R ECH]
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brought me and into a room with him, and left us on our own with
him. At the start he was nice to us. He played with us and gave us sweets and
money, although [ESIASCENN took this off us. He asked about our mother
and then he asked if we did any sports or dancing. | told him that | went to
ballet classes on Tuesdays from 4.00pm until 6.00pm. Shortly after, Sister
came to get us and took us back upstairs.

15. The following Tuesday, Brendan Smyth arrived whilst | was at ballet. He was
given a room, and was brought down to him and left alone in the
room. When | got back from ballet it was my turn. grabbed me
by the arm and brought me to the room where Brendan Smyth was and left
me alone with him. He made me walk up and down the room, but kept saying
“don't look at me”. He told me to pull my skirt up and asked what colour of
underwear | was wearing. He told me to sit on his knee. | was terrified. | had
already been abused by that stage and | knew what he was doing was wrong.
Brendan Smyth told me “this is the finger of God that is touching you", whilst
he rubbed up and down my leg, into my underwear, and then inserted his
finger into my vagina and my back passage. When | turned to look at him, he
said “don’t look at me”. He gave me sweets and money, and then Sister

came to get me and took me upstairs and took the money off me. |
told [ Yl that | was bleeding and | told her what Brendan Smyth had
done to me. She told me that | was an evil child and the devil's work. She said
that | was a liar, and that Brendan Smyth was a man of God. She nearly killed
me. She grabbed me hy the hair and trailed me up three flights of stairs,
punched me on the head and hit me over the head with her keys. She made
me kneel outside her cell all night and pray for forgiveness.
shifted my brother to Kircubbin a few days after | told her about the abuse. |
believe she moved him because she was scared of the truth coming out about
Brendan Smyth. | was left on my own in Nazareth House, with nobody to

speak to or turn to.

16.Every Tuesday SIAECYS would bring me down by the hand to that room
where Brendan Smyth would be waiting. She would go out and close the

door. | would be petrified because | knew what | was going to have to go
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through for the next hour in that room. Brendan Smyth would leave and |
would have to walk upstairs to my room crying. [EESIaSCY SN knew exactly
what was going on in that room, but she continued to let me suffer every

Tuesday. That was the worst bit. It went on for at least eight years.

17 R vouldn't let me do the 11+ exam because she said | was a
dunce. | was sent to St Monica’s to do a test, to see what class | would be put
into. | got top marks in the exam and was going to be put into the top class,
but JEESIRECY NN told me that | wasn’t going to that school because it was too
good for me. | was sent to il school, for children with special needs. |
got battered there because | was a Catholic. Whilst my mother was
Protestant, we were all brought up as Catholics, and | felt that
resented the fact that | was born from a mixed marriage. So | got battered at
school and then when | went home | got battered again. | didn’t learn anything
at B | was given tasks that | had been doing in primary school, and
the headmaster_ would say “l don't know what you're doing in this
school pet”. At one stage | started to hide under the bed in the momings after
went out to school and | managed to get out of school for about
three months before the headmaster rang to find out where | was. | believe
that if | had have been educated properly, | could have gone to college and

become a nurse, something | have always dreamed of.

18.Between what was going on with and Brendan Smyth and
hating school, my life was in turmoil. | had no one to turn to._was
my Social Worker when | was young. | went through a lot of Social Workers.
They were always very good to us, but when they visited us in Nazareth
House, we weren't allowed to tell them anything. sat in the
room while we were speaking to them.was the only adult in our
unit for a while and then a girl called _was brought in to help
her. She was aged about twenty one years.-and | became good friends

but | never told her what was going on.

19.1 was fed up with the beating and the abuse and because | had no one to turn

to, | started to run away. Sometimes | would run to-house. Anytime |
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was asked about why | ran away, | always just told lies. My sister [l would
run away from the Good Shepherd and come over and get me and the two of
us would go on the run together. We were always caught and brought back.
IEREI v oud stand chatting nicely to the police, and as soon as they
left, she would grab me and start beating me, and again | would be told to

kneel and pray outside her cell all night.

20.0n one occasion, when | was aged about fourteen or fifteen years, my sister
ran away from Middletown and came to see me in Nazareth House. We

ran away together, and made it to [Jj where we stayed with a friend of

for a few days. This girl's mother however rang the police_
We were arrested and kept in [l police station until a Social Worker
arrived. They were going to take me back to Nazareth House but | begged
them not to. | told them that if they took me back there, | would just keep

running away. The Social Worker had to take me to Court in Belfast to get a

Court Order stating that | was to go to Middletown.
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Life after care

25. Shortly after | left care | discovered | was pregnant. | went to a home in
Dublin for unmarried mothers, and was then transferred to the Good
Shepherd home in Newry. It reminded me a lot of Nazareth House. We had to
pray morning, noon and night. There was mass every night. We didn’t see our
income support payments ever as the nuns took our book off us. After my son
I /2s born, the nuns told me | had to give him up for adoption, but |
refused. | stayed in the Good Shepherd until | was able to find

accommodation of my own.
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26.1 now have four sons. My sons have kept me alive. | have had several
breakdowns. | have suffered from depression and developed a dependency
on alcohol. Approximately ten years ago, | was an inpatient for six weeks to
deal with my alcoholism. | don’t pray anymore and | won’t go to mass. | have
been writing down all my experiences to help me deal with them. I've had
counselling from Nexus, and | have recently been referred to see a
psychologist. | have to keep myself occupied. | can't sit about the house. | live
in[l oresently. | was determined to get out of Belfast, as far away
from and Brendan Smyth as possible. | believe that Sister
has passed away now.

27.My youngest brother JIEIMEEN went through an awful time in Kircubbin.
Brendan Smyth followed him to Kircubbin in the same way he followed the
rest of us to Middletown. At one stage the police kept raiding my home and
they eventually arrested ]

B He drinks and takes drugs. | visited him in England in
2008 and in the middle of the night he tried to touch me. | haven’t spoken to

him since. My sister Ml was also abused by Brendan Smyth. She went on to
nave seven chilcren | ' <'s'c!
NI has experienced mental health difficulties since being in Middletown,

and | don’t maintain any contact with her.

28.0ne day | saw Brendan Smyth on the TV, and that's when | decided to tell the
police. | rang a police officer in _ Police Station. | told them that he
molested me as a child, and my brother as well. He was sentenced to three
years imprisonment for abusing me. | was shocked at how light his sentence

was after he ruined my childhood.

29.1 would love to have had the opportunity to see [JERSIASSI NN face to face to
tell her what | think of her now. The Catholic Church stole my childhood. | was
beaten by from the age of six until the age of fifteen, and | was
abused by Brendan Smyth from the age of six until the age of fifteen.
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Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

HIA 195

Dated '\ - fo ¢ O\Yy
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17 December 1984

Nazareth House
352 Orweay Road
BELFASY BY7 2t

Dear R YY
e PR —

vas admitted to Nezareth House on
femily. JRIEWERY's s1ib1ings bdad NHEs M DL 247 W NHB9
RIS RN remained in Nazereth touse until she wes trsnsferred

School Middletown in 1976.

nowhescnochildranoshsrom. B (5¢) end I (20 months). At the

precent time she has irregular centact oy tel with I vho is woricing in London.
Witiin the iocal cuamunity in Armagh, -Hﬁmi:eeomm isolated es she has nc relatives

here ror any sheroo pust expsrience.

I have viscussed wiih the compilation of a life-story book as she has very little
information sbout hereel, and would like to ve able to share her t with her own two
children as thay get older. Although I have obtsined the l" file from North and
West information mainly pertains to There is very little
ebout herself.

has no photographs of herself as a child or of the other members of her family,
I would be greteful if you could help me by providing eny informetion relating to
anc her family and also if there are any photographs in existance,

along with othsr members of ner
[ DL 59
to St Jusephs Training

Yours sincerely

I (M)

Social Worker





