SNB-655

PRIVATE

HIA REF: 368

Witness Name: HIA 368

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 368

|, IR LVARSICIS I \ill say as follows:-

Personal details

1. 1 was bor on N - NN = I 1 < vir

my mother. | have two brothers, il 2nd INREERE and two sisters,
RIEYAE and iRl | think we all had different fathers. | was the youngest child

and ! was born out of an incestuous relationship between my mother and her

brother. | believe that my mother suffered from mental health difficulties, and
that Social Services were involved with our family for a long time. | think |
might have spent six months in St Joseph’s Baby Home when | was a baby,
from the age of four weeks until | was approximately six months old, to give

my mother some respite.

2. When | was around four or five years of age, | was living in_
in-with my mother. | was taken into a field, and raped, by a male who |

believe was in a relationship with my mother.

Nazareth House, Belfast, I

3. | was put into Nazareth House, along with el in 1969 when | was aged
around eight years, and left in 1971, was approximately twelve or
thirteen years at the time. | think that (\lalsJRe]0/was taken to Kincora where
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NHB 129

he stayed for about six months. wasn't taken into care because he

would have been about eighteen. He went to live with his paternal granny.

4. The intention was that | would be put into Nazareth Lodge, but apparently |
refused to Ieave so agreement was reached that | would stay in
Nazareth House.

5. | was in the same group as | slept with the rest of the girls in the
dormitory. | would have wet the bed a lot. Sometimes | would wake up with
the nun hitting me because she knew | had wet the bed. 1 was made to stand
out in the hallway with a wet sheet over my head. If she could, would
try to hide the sheets and change them before the nuns found out that | had
wet the bed. '

6. | was made to bath with the older girls because there were no separate
facilities for boys. We were all put in the same bath at the same time. The

nuns used to put a bowt over my head to cut my hair.

7. | remember that | never liked butter, probably because we didn’t have butter
when | lived with my mother and | wasn't used to it. They would plaster the
food with it. 1 hated vegetables because we were forced to eat them. We
weren'’t allowed to leave the table untit we had finished everything that was in

front of us.

8. The nuns gave us hidings for nothing. There are very few good memories that

I have of my time in Nazareth House. | don’t remember going to school.

9. Some of the older girls used to sexually abuse me. This would have taken
place when | was aged between eight and eleven years, and they would have
been in their mid teens. They made me climb up their nightdress and touch
them intimately. It happened in the dormitory, and there would have been a
few girls present at the time.

10.Somebody from Social Services would take us out to buy clothes and

whatever else we needed, but as soon as we went back into the home, the
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stuff we were bought was taken off us and was never seen again. [JlaNag said
that she tried to tell the Social Workers what was happening to us, but they
still took us back to the home. | think thateventually went to the Good
Shepherd Convent to work.

Foster placement

11.In or around the summer of 1972, | was being fostered out from Nazareth
House and went to a family in - | can’t remember their names. They
were brutal. They had an outside toilet and an inside toilet, but | wasn’t
allowed to use the inside toilet. | had to use the outside toilet or they would put
a bowl under my bed at night. [ got beatings for nothing. They had their own

children, who were allowed to treat me bad as well. | remember playing with a

family called the NHB 128

Nazareth Lodge, 3" September 1971 — 11" August 1972

12. After my foster placement | was returned to Nazareth Lodge. The woman in
charge of us there was good. We stayed in one big dormitory. There was a lot
of fighting between the boys, so we had to be able to look after ourselves. |

remember us all playing outside in a big field.

13.1 remember trying to run away a couple of times. On one occasion | ran away
with two other boys. We ended up at the family home of one of the boys, and
were returned to Nazareth Lodge. When we got back the nuns removed the

wire from a net curtain, and beat us with it.

Foster placement, 11" August 1972 - 1979

14.1 was told that | would be fostered out to the same family in -I cried
and said | wasn't going to go, and | ended up going out to || GGz

instead, and was fostered by NHB 132 They had four

sons of their own, and they had also adopted a girl, Il when she was
a baby. They were strict but good people. That's when my life changed. | got
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lucky and got out of the system. | was eleven years of age. | stayed there until

| was approximately eighteen or nineteen years of age.

15.The first time | remember going to school was when | was in foster care. |
went for one year to ||l Primary schoot in [ had a fight on
my first day because somebody made fun of my toe-pointers, and | lost my
temper. | was used to reacting very quickly because | had to learn how to
defend myself in Nazareth Lodge. Nobody came near me after that. | then
went to Il High School. | managed to get an O level in Maths but |
don’t know how.

16.My foster family sent me to a psychiatrist when | was younger, because |
would pick my feet untit they hled.

17. There were Social Workers from -coming out to visit me whilst | was in
foster care. Later when | went to the Social Services offices in -to try to
get information, | was told that there were no records. When | was fourteen,
Social Services came out to my foster placement to teli me that my mother
had passed away, after being caught in a house fire. They told me a couple of

weeks after her death so | wasn’t able to attend her funeral.

Rubane House, Kircubbin

18.0n one occasion my foster family went on holiday, and put me into Rubane
whilst they were away. | was only there for a few weeks. | remember on one
occasion, a boy tried to put his hand under my blankets but | stopped him and

nothing happened. That is the only incident | can recall during my time there.

Life after care

19.When | left school | took to the drink. My foster parents were very strict and
my foster mother eventually threw me out. | was sleeping rough until Social

Services found me a flat. My lifestyle changed when | met my wife. | worked in
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a -for twenty years. We have two boys,-and -who are in

their twenties now.

20.1 have no contact whatsoever with my family. My biological mother has
passed away and my sister passed away about ten years ago. | was in
contact with [JIRERE until about six months ago, but she was always asking me

about Nazareth House so | stopped answering the phone.

21.0n one occasion | was visited by police about my time in Rubane. They had
been given my name by another resident, [MgllAW4SIIl who must have

remembered me being there.

22.1 haven't been working for six years as | suffer from osteoarthritis. | suffer from
depression. | don't sleep at night. 1 have problems controlling my anger. | get
angry at the slightest thing and sometimes | take it out on my wife. | found it
particularly difficult to deal with the death of my foster father, and then people
started to speak out about the abuse they had suffered in Nazareth House. |
was seeing a counsellor and then | went to Nexus. The counsellor gave me
the confidence to try to get. some answers. | have been trying to get
information from Social Services, but it's like a brick wall. 1 partly blame Social
Services for what has happened me. | believe the Social workers knew at the

time what was going on in the homes.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

HIA 368

Signed_

ik N .
Dated o - %‘/ 7O /Zf“
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DOWN COUNTY HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEES

A20
o

from Divisional 1z}

Division 5.

MEMORANMNDUM N
‘mre (Uff'jcer To County '*.'r'elf(are OB,
L : 75

Ref. HP/L1icC. 19th Moy, 1969,

Ref.

Committed tc Care

HIA 175  JG e -J

IR (Debe of Birth

I wish to let you know that af || N vvenite court on Friday 16th lay,
1%69 the sbovenamed were committed to the care of Dovm County Jelfare Committee
undex Section €0 of the Childyen 2 Young Perscng Act (6.I1.) 1950. The children
were conveyed to Nazareth Heuse on ¥riday the 46%h ¥ay, 1969 in accordance with
poinstructions. Yo maintenance contribuiion Order was made.,
I shall forward copies of the vinwmittal Orders when I receive them frox the
Clerk of Petty Bessions togetner w i

‘ Torms C.3; C.19 and C.2 in respect of
HIA 368 §

-

DIVISTONAL WaLFARE OFFTCEF, - 5.
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DOWN COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENT

a .
HISTORY OF CHILD ACCEPTED INTC CARE UNDER THE
CHILDREN & YOUNG PERSON'S ACT, (N.L), 1950.

{}} Particulars <f Child
S At Al AP} Bt

gy HIA 368

Religion ... . E? . C.

e of oitr: [
teco of 5. |

Place of Soptisr:. | | A NEEEEE

Awuthority financially responsibia ?9“'/ Goicu {3\' T

Date of acceptance into care:..... f6...

] Section of Children, Actf under which child s
o Ao b €0
State where admitied or accommodated, with dates. . ... ... 'M <o R
............ Knzareth Heme, RerfisC w37 (6 e

ey

Estimated period of care:. [t"/‘//:?

U&’f')ﬁt’b Cjﬂmm-/fdt_.
.......... Q&Mf

School and Standard attained: ...

(74

yoar and severity of iliness, as far as

Has the child suffered from any of the following ilinesses? — if so. state
possible:—

Yeoar Sevarity 1 Yoar Beverity
WHEOCPING COUGH (&rfr‘ REEUMATISM ;\/JC
o, Ne
MEASLES - i . N CHOREA "
s B P SRS P S Ao __
DIPHTHERIA e f}v ) FITB ot i+ ot e mtvl P . p——
¥ e et b
S8OARLET FEVER [y BEDWETTING e O
U ] Mz C
MUMPS ., GASTRO ENTERITIS b .
L e N o L
CR “KEN POX Al e DYSENTERTY i
i n‘ ] o — { 1. o _
OGERMAN LEASLES 1) o TOLIOMYELITIS P
Ll x . e LAM i - ;
. LF
TUBERCULOAIS J \) o OTLER l Jisde, /‘/ff A ggn BT

Hes the child been vaccinatnd and immunised against the following discases — it so, state dates, os far as possible:—-

I i 1 -
H Dates of i Dates of
Date Relnf sreament Date Rehforoement
e A | . o T .1
SMALLPOX Ve AN | POLIOMYELITIS \;f L 5
n B [ §
OOPING COUGH - e i TUBERG JLOSIS A
WH !\, { g - | L! &
S S —- .
DIPHTHERIA N S !
N S0 UL TR | .
TETANUS Lo M ‘ !
s 1.
. A Mo we
Deatails of any other saricus ilinesses oporations:

A
i - C i
Z,.fm Nama and acidrass of Family Docter:....... f'??'d:/.‘ﬁ@j;;{..) ..... A "jt_“)":
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DOWN COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENT e
MEDICAL CERTIFICATE |

_THEREBY CERTIFY that .| / .......... . (H)

of _ was medically examined by me to-day

TNGATreSs)

~

.............................................

...................................................

-~ “";q(o c_u' e

*Please defete words not apptlesbie,
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Ref, C.A, 58 Fazuareth liouge,
e, —mEr Medie 50

10th Havember, 1363,

T

2 Urmeay Hoad,

Belfast.

County Welfare Officer,
65 Univernity Street,
Belfast, — .

Dear Sir,

PR RTINS

I an enclowiNg = repori om

, HIA 368 - .
the ehildren, as requented in

your letter of 3ist Uctober,

Yourg gincerely,

SR 152 .

Superiop,
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FOR THE ATTENTTON of MISE T,

NOTE F3R BTLE I 611

3}

Mre Pool, Go. Arn o Assistact Chi dren’s Oflieser phoned to say tmat this
ehild will be returning to her mother probally on 11/5/70. N ' -
house at Bessbrouk which she has re-decoratod racently.  She is very anxious to
take the children pack home and wants them both out of the Ciildren's Home
together. She was advisen by armagh Wellare Department that before she could
take the children home she must visit thow very regularly and has done this over
the past six weeks. She haz to et e fire guard yet for the open range and to
make better provision for [N - nleeping accomnodution but it is anticipated
thatd any way should be discharged on the 11th. Mr. Pool mentioned
that ne would have to get in toush with Co. Down to [ SN = be

“
. . 2 = 0 o N : [ud
immediately retorted Gow Down think the same ol me asm they do of my mothe.?

Wl oo RN - BT - (e v
EI;\ U\ TSR (PR PRV X voslted Hra ?’QUW"'_”‘ L{U“‘j
Foavoned e R wmdw.;gmgkﬂu\u
- Wzow el . QB mand O et doude o Y
\" 3 Qx‘«_uf\'\'u-\ ,&;ﬂ;\u Lo VSL e —Te o g;&c}»u.g\ Laoire
LS/ o b Bew Vos kool A frwf-vj*ﬂilix "‘*
Pk s a S?H A

HIA 368 KDKL_“ ‘LL;.A FAUAAA LA AARAL .
M s * Ll Lsvmde

HIA 368 ST 7.1/ SETRCEEE
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<y HIA 368 &

STOCK ReCoRp gppp 2.0.c. N ON? 1939

DOWN COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE
el Y WEL s

Date @.f T fen &
8]

Too S "r.).'i«a.-.vx_ 3

l_’ARTl'XCUL.‘\RS UF_()RL!I;)!E
3]
| \“p-.r:\. .rl’i\.-a«‘--{.-, S:'.‘"l'_. i e
\ Qe - -
J\-—\.->
. i - (!
‘\ \.A:’LA O"t_ﬂ'l H ( (
(& < A a8 b A e et e
'\ﬂ/tc,‘_.—‘"‘- LT —— l

Signature.. | _ ...............

Certificd apreey with Pefivery Dovker . Initials

Certitied eMered in Spack Record .. Initials

Stock Sheor MO Date

This Stock Records S s to be PASSed to the Stock Recoraw
Clerx through the usual chanrels,

A .

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
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HIA 368

STOCK RECCRD SLip g N N? 1937

DOWN CounTy WELFARE COMMITTEE

Date 28 l“()f' 71

PAB'T.[ACUI,'ABS, or URDER
"“r,z L ('L.l._A_A.-k'

\\\.-o«./l‘-\ H ) teeins

Sigrature. . _ ....................

far .Lin::rnlm'}:

Cectified agrees wiy, Delivery 1ocket ~ e ndtials

Certified entered i Stack Record . . Initials

Stoek Sheer Ng. o eeenDate

Th.s Stock Reeor-is obe passed Lo lhe §

i h R Regorom
Clerx thrgugh the usual chanarls

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
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HOTE B0 THy FILE

27.11.69.

[HIA 368, HIA 175)
-
NHB 134 & _telephoned in reply to my

advertisemnant in the frontier Sentinel, I

visited her on the 27th NoverLber,
1969 and aleo sew Shirvley Kennedy, Both ssen to be vory keen to take the

children even for 2 holidey period, s dizecursed various difficulti .

in the situation a2y 0 okher v siting, Jealousy on -’s M H A 368

difficulty in being th,, Mly boy ete, T Torued quite & good impression of

the fawily and & angeq to R HIA 175 H | A B o see then on the
Lth December, 156y, [ 175 HIA 368 [Erraca e excitsd at the prospect

of going o a fostar - ini ,

HIA 175 gy very qui B but saens to have glmost g grown-up awarenssg,
HIA 368 hore child-like ang Hore rescrvad a+ first,

He ig Possibly with-drawn
to zone oxtent., It was interestiug that t

118 Conversation during thg Journey

censisted in a froat peasure of "dangerous" things 8.5+ lakes, indians in the

wWoods ete, Hp 1150 tallod o groat deal about God.

The [NaEEER family wore very welcoming to the two children and were very

improssed with their general bshavi yp, [EIR 36 and [glly 175 in ft_:urz;, enjoyad
the visit, HIA ._.saicl that it was the nust day of his 1ife, HIA 175 [

that her wothor wou:ld like to spe them ovor t

he Christisg holidny ang I assured

her that arrangencnts wonld ve mde, _ transported the children on tho




FICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
oF SNB-6470

o~ DOWN COUNTY HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMWTE‘“EZ”W"""

MEMORANDUM

PURURI

Division 6
Ref.
WSH/CE/EW

HIA 175]%%%1 HIA 368 I

Further to memo of 28.8.1970. FIENEE] will be taken by
St. Mary's Intermediate School, Newry, whilst [HINESH is sssured of a
place in the Boys' Primary School, Rostrevor.

L e s . B T T R T

, I, N i hcir future foster mother,
Lhopes to be able to take them, the second week in October. She is going
to England for a short wvacation, and she hopes te be prepared by this date
(provisionalli!i Please find enclosed form for travelling expenses in

respect of If it is necessary, please faward this to the Education
Authority for travelling expenses (if this is not covered by the Toster
mother's allowance).

I should be grateful if you could let this Division know if
Transfer Certificates will be arranged by Head Office.

./1//0%.%(_/_ . ,r"j

Divisional Weifare Dfficer f

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
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The County waifers Orflocy Yhe Divisional AT e 0P ger
Uivision 6.

TCAT:

194h Getober, 1970,

HIA 175 mnd HIA368 R
to Anforu Jou that the mothar of those Ohildron hags now

chiengod her nadpons and lives pt _,....Belﬁas-t— 7o Bhe hag stated”

thet sha ia not hagoy about tha chilaran ot

¥

T owdal

to theip Yoatar mothep oG wa

hava made areanpgomonts for hep to a1l at tods Office on Paursany z2ng Cetobar,
1970 to dineuns this mattnr,

(72

-
Lot County 51(:1{‘&1:‘8 Of'ficar

ey

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
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% HIALOREEE HIA 368 |
17.6.71 SR 119 s Mazargth House, telephoneq to inguire what action

We Were taking with Fegarding to REIENEE who wag leaving Schenl at tha end of the

current term, She Seemed ansdous that [MNENGE should leave Nazareth House as soon

35 possible aftor the end of tern and ig neg prepared to inelude ner in Ay holiday

arrangements made by the Home. She alzo fepls that [glVA 'should betransferrad

to Nazareth Ladge once (NG leaves Nazareth House. . [JIFNINE

exemination for the Technical Uoilepa but WAE unsuccesgful . I gathered from

SR 119 that she hag recently been s bit op & miisance in the house

tending to Wwent and get her agun Wy

sat the % entrance

and very anxious te be out in the world... ...

8 etk

i s

A, Thomngon
oy T Ch it .
Childrents Officer

Lavened, o
A bﬁ “ ‘(“\ o



From

Ref.

SNB-43633

DOWN COUNTY HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEES
MEMORANDUM
i

Division %
CO*H/akaC Ref.

&

Por the attention of Miss ¥alsh 25th August, 1971

i

HIA 368

I wish to confirm arrsngements for the ghove named child who is at
pregent on holidsys with IENGEEEINN. I
, . o o ] Al RAvemN g, A3 BEirpsy
I have now confirmed with Nazereth Lodgethat there will be a place
for [JIMEET vith them, and I should be graterul if you would bring him there
or the 3ist of sugust, 1971, and not Maszareth House,

‘W{’:Q'L-L{J'-\AQ\_ CJ’ L{'\-G{S@J\Qﬁf\

County Welfare Officer v

A

Te. . Divisional Lelfaoe. LORS 6 FoPCT RN
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