SNB-791

PRIVATE

HIA REF: 327

Witness Name: gl JA\RCYA4

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF [l lVANRC Y4

I HIA 327 will say as follows:-

Personal details

1. | was born on_in Belfast. My mother and father weren't

married and they were in a mixed relationship. My father was Protestant and

my mother was Catholic.

2. | think | was aged only one year when we were taken into care. | was the

youngest of seven siblings. | was put into care with
and- Our oldest Brother-was able to remain living at
home with his granny, presumably because of his age. My mother went on to
have another six children after that, two of whom, -and_
followed us into the care system. | am not entirely sure of the reasons why we
were taken into care, but | believe it was a result of poverty and overcrowding
in our home. | would love to know more about the reasons, because it seemed
like in those days, nobody had any money and every household was
overcrowded, so | often wonder if there was more to it than that. | also wonder
why my four youngest siblings were allowed to remain at home with our

parents.

3. We were taken from our home by[\lglsBels] who told us we were going on a

picnic. We were all scrambled into the back of a van. We were put into St
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Joseph's Baby Home. My brother-was only a year older than me so he
was in the nursery with me for a time. | have no real memories of the nursery,
although my earliest memory would be of sitting on the potties. We stayed in
the nursery until we reached school age.- was transferred to Nazareth
Lodge where he stayed until he was aged eleven years, when he went to

Rubane.

4. | think may have we went home at one stage for a very short while and my
sister told me that we were in Bawnmore at one stage, but | don’t remember
this. When we first went into care, we were called -which was our
mother’'s name, but later we were known by- my father's surname.

| have no idea why our name was changed.

Nazareth House, Belfast, 29" November 1961 — 9™ July 1971

5. There were three groups in Nazareth House — St Anne’s, Sacred Heart and
Our Lady’'s. We all wore different coloured clothes depending on what group
we were in. | was in Our Lady’'s group, and [EESIRECHEEE vas the nun in

charge of the unit. | was given the number eighty-three.

6. |was in the same group as my three sisters Xals 52H|A 328l

didn’t know who they were at first. When | was in the nursery, | didn’t mix with
the older children. | recall leaving the nursery and seeing a girl hoovering, but
I didn’t know she was my older sister. | was only four years old at the time,
and she would have been around twelve years. She took my hand but | didn’t
know who she was until later. She left the home when she was aged fifteen
years. | remember being at Mass one morning and | was looking around
because there were two new faces | hadn't seen before. We always got

excited when there were new children. | found out eventually that they were

my two younger sisters, -and -

7. SISl had a bedroom in our dormitory. We slept in basic metal beds
with lumpy mattresses. JERSIRSCH BN would come in and she would just clap
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her hands to get everybody up. The nuns would pull the bedding back to
inspect the beds. Thank goodness, neither | nor my sisters ever wet the bed.
The children who wet their beds had the worst time. They had to walk with
their wet sheets over their heads, down to the laundry and the washroom.
They were shouted at and humiliated. We had to pray as soon as we got up,

then have breakfast and then go to Mass.

8. After Mass, we went to primary school in the grounds of the convent. There
were pupils from outside the home who also came in to this school. In primary
school, IR vas the teaching nun. | was in her class until | moved to
secondary school, so | had her through from getting up in the morning,
prayers, breakfast, mass, in school, and then when we went home where she
was in charge again. There was no escape from her. | think she acted
different when the pupils from outside the home were around. She was two
different people, and definitely not as harsh when they were there, so they
probably thought she was nice. also taught in the primary school.

used to dig her fingernails into our wrists, but we didn’t have
much to do with her because we were always inclass. SR 31
wasn't a bad teacher. She was strict so we had to listen to her. We
were taught how to read and write, but they didn’t teach us anything which
was going to be of any value in the real world. When | left the home | didn’t

know how to get on a bus or do other normal things.

9. After school, we had to clean the classrooms, wash the desks and then there
was general cleaning and tidying up. The cleaning could be quite heavy. We
were always scrubbing. We only ever seemed to be either scrubbing or
praying. They might have let us watch a little TV, maybe once a week, on a
Saturday. We used to go out to the garden sometimes, but even on a cold
day, we weren't allowed back in until the bell rang and | remember being
freezing at times. There were a couple of old swings and a climbing frame. |
can't remember doing a lot of playing. In the evening we had more prayers
and the Benediction Rosary before tea. The system in the home was brutal.
All we did was clean and pray. We always seemed to be on our hands and

knees. | don’t know what good all that praying did for us.
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10. We all wore the same clothes, it was like a uniform. There was one nun who
was very crue!, She was in charge of the sewing room. We
had to wear an apron, and we would call them pinnies. We had one pinnie to
wear for a whole week, and then every Saturday morning it was inspected. If
the pinnie was torn or had even the tiniest bit of dirt, we would get it from

SIRQVYAll On one occasion | tore my pinnie and my sister [EERE hid it

for me, by rolling it up in her own pinnie, but when it was discovered, she was

ey SR 122

11. We were bathed twice a week. | remember the nuns would put Jeyes fluid in
the bath, and it would sting really badly if we had any cuts. Sometimes ten
other children would be in the bath before it was my turn so the water wasn't
fresh. Older girls would sometimes supervise bath time, and they could be just

as bad as the nuns. They were always rough and pulling at us.

12. The food in the home was terrible, but we were always hungry so we just had
to eat it. We weren't starved but we still weren't fed a proper nutritional diet.
The food was very bland and stodgy. We had lumpy porridge for breakfast.
We were given pork pies that were just full of jelly and fat. The nuns would
walk up and down the tables and stand behind us, always watching to make
sure we ate our meals. | was physically sick at times. Sometimes | tried to
hide my food, put it down my knickers. | remember being hungry quite a few
times and going to steal apples and rhubarb out of the nun’s part. | wouldn’t
say we ever felt full. On feast days, and at Christmas, a bottle of HP sauce
and a bowl of sugar would have been put on the table. | don't remember being

cold in the home.

13 NI SCY I had a massive bunch of keys, like jailers keys, and she had a
habit of digging them into our heads. If we were talking at the table at
mealtimes, she would come behind us and hit us with the keys. They are what

| remember most about JEESIRECH NN We called her elephant because we

could hear her coming a mile away with the jingle of her keys. We very rarely

saw her smile or laugh. [N >&CH Bl had her favourite children. On one
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occasion | ran away with another girl. As punishment, | was made to kneel all
night outside cell. She kept looking out the window to check
that | was still awake and if | was falling asleep, she would throw things out at
me. She must have kept herself awake to check up on me. The other girl that |

ran away with was just sent to bed, and wasn’t punished at all.

14. ISIRECH NN could be very cruel. If | did something wrong, she would say

“what do you expect, you're only from the back streets of Belfast”. She called
us “a pack of tramps”. | know that when we were first taken into care, we
weren't very clean and she was always bringing it up and reminding me of it.
Her comments hurt me more sometimes than being beaten. That's what stuck

in my head more than the beatings. She was always humiliating us.

15. My mother came to visit us in Nazareth House at the beginning. The nuns
weren’t particularly nice to her, in the way they looked at her and spoke to her.
They made fun of her and said she was living in sin. | recall on one occasion,
my mum wrote a letter and she was complaining about the way we were being
treated. read the letter out in front of everybody during
breakfast in the big main dining room. She pointed out all the spelling
mistakes and the fact that my mother was so ignorant that she had written in
red ink. It was humiliating and all the kids were sniggering. Once | got a bit
older, and started to answer back, | would threaten to tell my mother what

was doing and she would say “you should never have been
born, none of you should ever have been born, your mother wasn’t even

married”.

16. There was a brutal regime in the home. Nothing was ever different. | dont
remember kids fighting, telling tales or making fun of each other. We all had to
stick together. | don't remember anybody really crying, because there was no

point.

17. Sometimes we were taken out for parties at Christmas time to places like
Mackey's. | always remember feeling embarrassed. The people meant well

but | felt like a charity case. | never liked going to them. They would give us
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small presents, but they were always taken away by the nuns afterwards. |
would see my brothers- andat parties but | didn’t know they were
my brothers. | didn't get to know them until after | left care. We never
celebrated our birthdays and didn't know when our birthdays were. When |
was aged around ten or eleven years, a teacher by the name of Mrs
Hennessy said happy birthday to me, but | didn't even know it was my
birthday.

18. Sometimes we were sent out on holidays with families, but they were
strangers and | never felt part of the family. | knew | was the odd one out.
Sometimes | felt as if | was heing used as a skivvy by the family | was sent out
to stay with. | was sent out to stay with a lady called _who made
me eat bread with mould on it. | was sent to one lovely family in Dublin, the

-for three years in a row, at summer time and at Christmas. It broke my
heart every time | had to come back to the home. They were the first normal
family |1 had seen. On occasions they also took-out at the same time as

me, but | didn’t like that because | was used to getting all the attention.

19. The nuns seemed to know in advance when people were coming to see the
home, and then we could always tell. Suddenly a lot of dolls would appear,
and then there would be a lot of people walking around. As soon as the
people left, the dolls would disappear again. The people never asked us
anything. | remember a TV crew coming up one time to do a documentary,
and | was pictured standing on the steps with a doll in my arms. | think | was
aged eleven years at the time. | remember watching the documentary whilst |
was out on a foster placement with the-family. | was given the doll to
hold whilst the filming was going on. | had never seen it before, and never saw
it again afterwards. Other than these times, we weren't even allowed a teddy
bear. If a child came into the home with a toy, it was taken off them. The nuns

seemed to enjoy being cruel.

20. Every time a nun passed away, all of the girls were made to kiss her body. |
dreaded it when | heard that a nun had died and the smell of the bodies made

me feel sick. | remember one nun in particular who passed away, Sister
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- and | was worried that she was going to open her eyes when | was
kissing her.

21. At the age of eleven years, | went to St Monica’s secondary school. We wore
the same school uniform as the other girls but we were marked out as

Nazareth House girls because we all had a bowl haircut.

22. A couple of years before | left Nazareth House, the dormitories were reduced,
and smaller bedrooms were provided. They were more private. A few years
after | left, | went back to Nazareth House to visit my younger sister-
and | was shocked to see her get up and make herself a piece of toast. |
couldn't believe it. She seemed to have a lot more freedom than we were

given.

23. | was in St Monica’s for approximately three years before | was moved to

Derry. | started to run away, but it was only a bit of excitement, for something
different to do. JEEIRSCHEEN called me in one night and told me that she

couldn’t control me. She told me | was being moved to a children’s home in

Derry. My sisters- and- were left behind.

Good Shepherd Convent, Derry, 1971 - 1973

24,

25,
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Life after care

28. When | first left care, | went to visit my parents who were living on the-
Road. They were indifferent towards me. They let me stay but the conditions
were probably just as bad as when we were first taken into care. | did have
Social Workers who visited me infrequently —[N[glER¥gand They
could see the conditions | was living in and did nothing. They seemed to think
it was okay for us to live the way we were. arranged for me to go
into a hostel on the Newtownards Road. She would take me out to a nice
restaurant and then she’d bring me back to whatever hovel | was living in. |

used to think there was no point in taking me out somewhere nice if they were
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just going to bring me back to a hovel. There was no aftercare once | left care,

no contact numbers if | needed help.

29. When | left the Good Shepherd it was the height of the Troubles as well, so
that didn’t help anybody’s situation. | only ever did menial jobs as | was never

trained. | left care with no confidence.

30. I met a man when | was seventeen years of age, and we got married. It turned
out that he was an alcoholic and he was very controlling. | was tired and brow-
beaten, so it was very difficult to get out of that relationship but we eventually
separated after twenty years. | have a new partner now. | have a thirty year
old daughter, and two sons, one at twenty six years and one at fifteen years. |
have four grandchildren. My children and grandchildren are all living in Wales,
save for my youngest son who lives with me. | moved my children around a lot
during their childhood. | lived in Wales for years and then | returned to
Northern Ireland but | don't feel like | belong in either place. | move house on

average twice a year. | can'’t stay in one place.

31. It's not until you have children of your own, and then grandchildren, that you
realise that you haven't had a normal childhood. There are no pictures of me
as a baby, and sometimes it feels as if | just didn't exist. | feel like my kids
suffered as well, although | don't think the youngest has suffered as much.
Although | love them, | find it hard to show warmth and | regret that. I'm not
particularly comfortable with people hugging me or showing me affection
because I'm just not used to it. | remember the first time | was hugged was
when | was about thirteen. | tend to keep everything to myself and then | get
angry in my head, but | never tell anybody. It hasn’'t done me any good over

these years. | have never had any counselling in relation to my experiences.
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Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Dated /(4. /O /4 .

HIA 327 PRIVATE 10



3 - NONTHLY REVIEW SNB-48770

Name of child: BglV\\eYd4 Date of birth: [
Home Address: ______ Care Address: Nazareth House. o

Division: South School atiended / Buphogmeotk * St. lonica's

Date of admission to care: §,.12.61 Section under which admitted: §3 & 70

Reason for admission (be 5pecific)3-00m3itted on appolication of N.9,P.C.C. (neglect)

Mother ill.

How accommodated during period in care

Place Period
Bawnmore 30.10,61 - 8.,12.61
Nazareth House J 8.12.61 - date

¥

e, el e
—

Report
B

Dates of visits to child:

Dates of interviews with parents:

Owing to a misunderstanding and changeover of Social -.for-kersw-:as not

B

visited regularly during this period. She is a quiet girl, but seems to have

been making fairly satisfactory progress at St. lionica's and Nazareth House

during the period under review. At present she goes home on occasional

Saturdays and Sundays.

e . A

Divisional Welfare Officer _ Social Velfure Officer: INBISHIC
A LT,

Children's Officer

* Delete whichever is inapplicable




SNB-49305

CHILDREN - HOME ON TRTIAL/TRIDEHE

6 ~ MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT

Name of child: —M— Date ef birth: -

Home Address: ___— Division: South

SehootoatbondedyEnployment* : _ Unemployed.

Date of admission to care: 8.12.61 Section under which admitted: 70 & 63
Reason for admission (be specific) Committed on application of N,5,P.C.C,
(neglect) Mother ill.
How accommeodated during period in care
Place Period
Bawnmore 30.10.61 - 8,12,61
Nazareth House 8.,12.61 = 8. 4,70 |

Date allowed home on trial/destexef:Supspwksiem-Grder*: _3.4.70

Peried of Supervision:

Discharged to (state relationship)  Parents,

ReEorf

Dates of Visits: Owine to a misunderstandineg arisine out of chanceover of

Social Workers HIA 328 was not visited regularly during this period, She

appears to have settled in fairly well at home, but has found it difficult

to find - and retain - employment.

e

B L A A —.r—

Divisional Welfare Off’icer:-ocial Welf'are Officer: _m

Children's Officer: D Date: 2h..2,71

* Delete whichever is inapplicable
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Care iddreass: Nagsreth House.

RIEWVY( 1 s one of 12 ehildren O of whom have been, or are, in care. iHer
parents who have co-habited for 20 years ars of low I.(., and offer no real
guidance to any of thelr children. ?n}.r.-a.nd the 3 elder children at
home are unemployed. During recent months thers have been difficulties with

behmriour both at Nagareth House and at her school, St Xonica's. She
has been sccused of apathy at school, of distracting other pupils, of petiy
pilfering and mitching. For some time it has been evident that il 1s not
happy at Nasereth House. The normal adolescent problems have boen compljicated
bty feolincs of unsecirity and by the atmosphere of the home wiiich is not
accepting of adolescent rebellion, She resents having te spend yot another year
at school., There appears to be no secure mother-figure to whom Joan can relate
at pressent; her mother is affectionate, but has little understanding of her
orobloms. 1f a secure and understanding environment could be provided for
BTN with a mother-figure to who she could relate, in a smaller group than

at present exists at liagzareth, I fesl she would benefit greatly. OCentact with
RAR 10ne is still maintained, but she has not displayed any great desire to
return to her family. At the present time I feel that Hazareth House has little
to of‘rer indeed it has been sug ested by the tev, ms that she loave
there, but there is no suitable slternative accommodation available.
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