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the stairs and threw me into a dormitory.  She gave me no medical attention

or said anything to me.  I was in agony because of the pain and just cried

myself to sleep”.  Do you ever recall that?

A No.

Q Okay, did, did you grab her and (inaudible)?

A No, no.

Q In relation to, I mean she’s obviously hurt her tooth there we’ve talked about

medical attention what about dental attention, I mean would, would the

children have been visited by a dentist or have visited a dentist?

A No they would go out to the dentist.

Q Do you recall where that dentist was?

A No.

Q No.

A No.

Q And how often would that be then, you know we’re prompted nowadays twice

a year you know.

A Well if they’d toothache or you know if they’d a toothache or anything like that.

Q Yeah.

A Yeah, I’m sorry I don’t remember that.

Q Okay was there any sort of guidelines for yourselves as to you know, not just

go whenever you get toothache because by the time you get toothache it

could be too far gone.

A Well now there was something else wrong with them you would see it and

then they would be seen to you know.

Q Okay, and  as well obviously called  whenever that was
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prove it.

Q Okay.

A I went to , I was teaching.

Q And did you choose to go there or again was that something that just?

A No, no, no, I was assigned there.

Q Right okay.

A And then I went to and I was teaching there and that’s when I, I had

my  citizenship because you couldn’t teach until you were a

citizenship, a citizen.

Q And within those schooling environments did you ever have to chastise a

child?

A No, corporal punishment wasn’t the thing, you didn’t use it, you didn’t do it,

now I’m not saying it wasn’t in other schools and different things, we, I didn’t

do it.  I made it a point of not doing it for the simple reason, I came from a

wonderful family, wonderful background, wanted for nothing and I felt sorry for

these youngsters, my heart went out to them.

Q So how does it make you feel then whenever…

A It feels.

Q Whenever we’re reading, like so far we’ve got to complainant number 10.

A How do I feel?  I feel emotional, I feel hurt, I don’t know where all this is

coming from.  I don’t know, but I’m very, very hurt.  You spend all your time

looking, you know with the children and this is the gratitude you know what I

mean, not that you’re looking for gratitude, no way because you love them so

much, no blame, no criticism, no condemnation, no judgement, no

resentment, just pure love, and then this comes.  (crying).
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together.

A And they’re all dead and I’m holding the candle.

Q Okay, well is there anything you want to disclose here to us, you know why,

why is a significant amount of that enquiry focused around this particular

time?

A I don’t know, I’m sorry, I don’t know, I don’t know.

Q You know Nazareth House was open from when 1930 until 1989, but a

specific and significant amount of the complaints are in relation to Sister

,  and .

A Well, I don’t know, I really don’t know I’m sorry, I wish I could help you.

Q You’ve said that you came in as a young nun, were there, you know were

these procedures already in place when you came in and you simply had to

kind of follow what  and  were doing?

A But I’ve never seen this, no, no, no I’m a, I was a person in my own making,

no if I saw any of that, I would say yes I’m a Sister I don’t tell lies like that, I’m

sorry but I wish you would have a lie detector and put me through it.

Q Okay.

A I don’t know maybe they’re living in the, I don’t know, the age of suing for

nothing, I don’t know, I really don’t know but that is a tissue of lies, I’m sorry.

Q But there’s a common thread through all these statements, I can appreciate

what you’re saying, people suing but there’s a common thread from people

who live as  described all over the country, so where’s that common thread

coming from if it never ever?

A I don’t know, I don’t, I really don’t know.  I’m sorry but I really don’t know I wish

I did but I really don’t know.
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A I did, I had two actually, they were taken off in America.

Q She would say that, “I remember that I was fed poorly from day to day, I was

given a piece”, sorry ‘piece’ in inverted comma’s, “Which consisted of a slice

of bread with a slice of butter in the morning and very little for the rest of the

day.  On a regular basis I used to hide out near the toilets at about 1630 hrs”,

4 30 for you and I Sister, “Close to where the dog was fed each day.  I would

sneak out and eat the dog food from the dog’s dish because I was so hungry.

I did this up until I was about 11 years of age”, or sorry, “11 years old when I

started secondary school at St Moncia’s on the Ravenhill Road.  I was able to

get the food at the school then so I did not have to take food from the dog any

more”.  That’s obviously quite shocking to hear that myself, do you ever recall

that at all?

A No, don’t even remember a dog.

Q You don’t remember a dog being kept at Nazareth at all?

A No.

Q Okay, and do you ever recall there being a lack of food for the children at all?

A No.

Q Would you…

A They were well fed.

Q You would say there was an ample, an ample supply of food?

A Ample supply.

Q Okay, she would say on another occasion whenever she was either 9 or 10

years old she would say about 1962 this would be, “I had fallen on the

concrete steps in the house.  I badly chipped my front tooth.  

physically grabbed me by the scruff of the neck and trailed me up to the top of
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