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 A Yes it was. 

 Q And the sisters would have been aware. 

 A Yes very much so. 

 Q Give me the reasons why you would have smacked a child? 

 A Well I would have smacked a child if they didn’t, if they really didn’t listen 

and do what they were told and you know they would climb on the, 

windowsills were about that wide and they’d be on (inaudible) the boys 

would be a wee bit wild at climbing.  Get them down or get them if they 

would maybe not go to bed and they’d be jumping around and things like 

that and you would give them a smack, you know. 

 Q Did you have to record that anywhere? 

 A No. 

 Q How young would the youngest child have been who you’d have 

smacked?  Would you do it according to age? 

 A Not at all no. 

 Q Well depending on the age of the child. 

 A It depend, it depended on the, it would have been a spontaneous thing, 

like you didn’t sit and go I’ll smack you now, it was just a spontaneous 

thing so I couldn’t really, I just, it would just have been a spontaneous 

reaction. 

 Q You don’t believe it was over zealous as in too much? 

 A I don’t think so no. 

 Q Were there written instructions for chastisement? 

 A No there wasn’t, not while, not while I was there, there wasn’t. 

 Q Did you ever ask the sister in charge, how do I chastise the child? 
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 A Well one of the staff would have taken them down or else one of the 

bigger boys, you know. 

 Q And when you say the bigger boys would they just…? 

 A I would say they would be about between 10 and 11. 

 Q And they would come along to help you? 

 A Yeah.  Well they were in, they would be in the group and they would 

naturally. 

 Q OK.  Who did you work with, what other lay staff did you work with? 

 A Other lay staff, there was, I can’t remember all their names.  There was 

 but I don’t know if she worked constantly but 

(inaudible). 

 Q ? 

 A Uh huh and an . 

 Q . 

 A .  . 

 Q . 

 A And a . 

 Q OK and you worked with all of those people? 

 A Well we were, you know we, how would you say it, yeah we… 

 Q Intermingled and worked together at different times. 

 A Yes, uh huh, yeah uh huh. 

 Q And what nuns did you work with? 

 A Well I worked with , I think she’s passed away and I 

worked also with  and .  There was a 

.  
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stayed, I stayed there for about maybe 15 years. 

 Q OK. 

 A That’s why I didn’t, I never had any and I didn’t come, at one stage I 

didn’t come home at all to Belfast for over 12 years. 

 Q OK. 

 A You know so. 

 Q Just to go back to when you said you, you would have smacked the 

children, did you ever use anything to hit them with? 

 A On a, on an occasion I would have slapped them with a ruler. 

 Q OK (inaudible) did you ever use like a wooden spoon or anything like that 

or? 

 A No. 

 Q No. 

 A There was never, I never saw a wooden spoon while I was there, tell you 

the truth. 

 Q OK, OK.  Did you ever get angry with the children? 

 A I probably shouted at them. 

 Q OK. 

 A You know if they were doing something that they were told not to do, you 

know you’d probably raise your voice then you know. 

 Q OK.  Was there any ever time when you smacked the children for 

misbehaving did you ever think you hit them too hard? 

 A Not really no, I don’t, I don’t recall ever hitting them too hard but it was 

just to let them know that they shouldn’t be doing or whatever it was they 

did. 
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frequently because it was like a Saturday that you would, they’d all sort 

of come into the changing room, sit and take their turn and get bathed 

and they’d be bathed, maybe several of them would have been bathed in 

one. 

 Q One bath. 

 A One water, you know they wouldn’t change the water every time because 

they didn’t have the heat. 

 Q OK and would you have bathed them by yourself or with some help? 

 A There was always somebody there, some, well sometimes I would have 

been there on my own yes but there would have been sometimes 

another girl there, you know. 

 Q OK and how often did they get bathed? 

 A They only got bathed once a week. 

 Q OK.  What was the procedure for the children who’d wet the bed? 

 A They would, well they’d get up and, is that for the morning time or…? 

 Q Any time. 

 A At night time there would be, say 9 o’clock, around 9 o’clock, the children 

went to bed around 6, 7 at the latest and then by 9 o’clock either one of 

the nuns or one of the staff, we took turns in going round at 9 o’clock to 

what we called to, what’s the word, wet, for the ones who had wet the 

bed to take them to the toilet.  To toilet the ones that had, would have 

habit of wetting their bed. 

 Q OK. 

 A And if the bed was wet then the sheet, drawer sheet would be taken off, 

clean drawer sheet would be put on and the drawer sheets would be left 
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1     they cheered in the refectory when they saw her leave

2     with her bags.  

3     

4         You knew to stay out of her way in order to avoid

5     being beaten.  You recall on one occasion she called

6     your mother a tart and said, "Who does she think she

7     is?" and punched you on the shoulder.

8         Now I am going to pause there for a moment and just

9     ask you about this person.  You know that she has given

10     a response statement to the Inquiry --

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  -- about what you say about her.

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  You have no complaint to make about the other lay staff

15     member, NL5.  Is that correct?

16 A.  No.

17 Q.  You say that not only was  but other people in the

18     home were terrified of NL4.

19 A.  Yes.

20 Q.  You named -- did you say -- a staff nurse did you say?

21 A.  .

22 Q.  Who you say was also terrified of this woman, NL4.

23 A.  No, but she stood up to her.

24 Q.  You say that NL4 actually hated your mother.

25 A.  Yes.  Jealous.

NL 5

NL 175
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1 Q.  She was jealous of her.  You have described how your

2     mother used to come to the home.

3 A.  Because she was quite elegant and arrived 

4     She was jealous.

5 Q.  Just to be clear, in her Inquiry statement, which is as

6     yet unsigned, because it is a supplemental statement,

7     and I will read out from it what she said about you and

8     what you have said about her, she said:

9         "I recall HIA56.  My memory is that he was a nice

10     child and his mother would have visited him regularly in

11     the home.  She may have been a shop assistant."

12         Is that right?

13 A.  No.

14 Q.  "She would have called to see him most weeks",

15          which was right.

16 A.  Twice, twice a week.

17 Q.  Twice a week.  He (sic) says:

18         "He was in Our Lady's group for a period of time --

19     and for a period of time I did help a nun supervise this

20     group.  In paragraph 9 of his statement he describes

21      and myself patrolling the dormitories to check if

22     the children were asleep."

23 A.  Yes.

24 Q.  "This was not the case.  I have already stated I only

25     supervised those children in my group and I had no

NL 5
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1     reason to go into any other dormitories and I did not

2     work alongside NL5."

3 A.  She didn't actually have a group, NL5.

4 Q.  NL5 didn't have a group --

5 A.  No.

6 Q.  But what NL4 is saying --

7 A.  She was one of the lay staff.

8 Q.  Yes, but what I --

9 A.  There was a nun in each group, you know.

10 Q.  But was NL4 assigned to a group along with a nun?

11 A.  I think she helped out on Marion's group.

12 Q.  What she has said is that she didn't have any reason to

13     go into any of the other dormitories, only the group

14     that she was in?

15 A.  Because she probably had no authority to, but she did.

16 Q.  I think when you were talking to me, you said she had

17     control over everyone.  Once the nuns left for the

18     evening she took over.

19 A.  Some of the nuns were scared of her.  The nuns were

20     scared of her.

21 Q.  The nuns were scared of her?

22 A.  Some of them.  Not SR134.

23 Q.  Sorry.  Not Sister?

24 A.  Not SR134.

25 Q.  She wasn't scared of her?
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1 A.  No.

2 Q.  SR134, was she the Mother Superior?

3 A.  No.  She was a teacher.

4 Q.  A teacher.  You said -- she has said in her statement,

5     just to read further from it, she only checked children

6     who were known to bed wet and that would have been about

7     9 o'clock at night.

8 A.  Uh-huh.

9 Q.  "After that I would have had no further contact with the

10     children until the following morning and the nun in

11     charge would have dealt with any problems that arose

12     during the night.

13 A.  No.  She checked every child.

14 Q.  You say that --

15 A.  Whether you wet the bed or not, if you weren't asleep or

16     anything or your head wasn't covered.

17 Q.  What happened if you weren't asleep?

18 A.  Well, you got sort of slapped or -- this was in the

19     height of summer.

20 Q.  In the height of summer when it is still light outside.

21 A.  We had no curtains on the windows and the sun was

22     shining through and we couldn't sleep.

23 Q.  She goes on to say:

24         "He also alleges that he saw me hit people with my

25     hand.  I did slap children with my open hand on their
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1     leg, hands and occasionally on their bottom.  This was

2     a form of chastisement."

3 A.  No.  It was a bit rougher than that.

4 Q.  She says she wasn't overly physical with any child.

5 A.  She was.

6 Q.  She said that your claims about  are not true,

7     that the only child she remembers defecating in his bed

8     at night is another child whom she names as  and

9     she gives his full name, but I am just going to call him

10     

11 A.  Uh-huh.

12 Q.  "I have referred to that in my previous statement."

13         She says she doesn't recall  but she is sure

14     she never rubbed any child's face in their own mess.

15 A.  She hated  because he was able to answer her

16     back.  They are the ones ended up in Muckamore: 

17      and  and a whole host of them.  They

18     never even got to Kircubbin.

19 Q.  You saw what she did to the boy 

20 A.  Yes, I did.  She rubbed his face in it.

21 Q.  Now she says that you are another former resident who is

22     described her as returning to the home

23     She says she is:

24         "... 

25     
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1 A.  No,   It was a visit.

2 Q.  It was a visit to the house?

3 A.  Aye.

4 Q.  That's, in fact, what she says.  She says:

5         "I stated in my previous statement on one single

6     occasion I visited the home  and had tea

7     in the parlour with some of the nuns.  At that stage

8      I had come home

9     to visit my father, who was sick.  It is possible that

10     a small number of children saw me, 

11     

12     

13 A.  .

14 Q.  

15 A.  

16 Q.  But how was --

17 A.  

18 Q.  

19 A.  

20 Q.  

21     

22 A.  .

23 Q.  

24 A.    

25     
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1     babies."

2 A.  Yes.

3 Q.  You used to go over and see the staff 

4         "I went in  as I always knew there

5     were sweets there.  When I was in  he

6     locked the door and he took down my shorts and pants.

7     He sucked my penis.  He would have his trousers down

8     exposing his penis and lower body.  He sat me on his

9     knee and his penis came up between my thighs.  He made

10     me touch his penis and he moved back and forward.  He

11     gave me Toffee Crisps and I ate the sweets while he was

12     abusing me.  I think he started to abuse me when I was

13     about 6 years old.  He abused me on a couple of

14     occasions."

15         Now you know, HIA56, that someone else has given

16     evidence to the Inquiry, and I am just going to use his

17     first name, because I can't actually remember the

18     reference that we have given to him.  That's a boy

19     called  and you know who I am talking about.

20 A.  Yes.

21 Q.  You were friendly with  when you were in Nazareth

22     Lodge.  He was in your age group.  Isn't that right?

23 A.  Yes (inaudible).

24 Q.  In his statement to the Inquiry -- and the Panel can

25     look at this.  It is paragraph 5 at SNB-426.  Can we

HIA 36
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1     just pull that up, please?  Paragraph 5 there he said:

2         "I was abused in Nazareth Lodge by a lay worker.  He

3       He was an old

4     man at the time and he abused me in front of another

5     resident called ...",

6          and the name he has recorded there is your name:

7         "He worked in   and

8     he made us strip off.  It happened maybe three times.

9     I would describe the abuse as fondling.  On one occasion

10     I remember a nun coming to  and we were

11     naked  and although I cannot recall his name now,

12     I remember her calling him.  You had to come down

13     a flight of stairs, but she did not come down."

14         Can I ask you is he correct about 

15      having to come down a flight of stairs 

16 A.  No.  A ramp.

17 Q.  A ramp?

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  I think he maybe -- he gave evidence earlier this week

20     to the Inquiry and he did describe the layout 

21     

22       

23 A.  , yes.

24 Q.  He said that -- he went on to say that his mother used

25     to come and visit the Lodge and you and he would have
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1 A.  A nursery, yes.

2 Q.  Then from the nursery you moved into the Lodge, the main

3     building.

4 A.  To the main block, Nazareth Lodge itself, yes.

5 Q.  That would have been around the time you reached school

6     age.  Would that be right?

7 A.  Most likely.

8 Q.  Now in paragraph 4 -- I will come back and discuss with

9     you what NL4 has said about the allegations that you

10     make against her, but we will go through those

11     allegations, first of all.

12         Paragraph 4 you say that:

13         "The physical abuse consisted of her punching and

14     kicking me in addition to being physically force fed.

15     She degraded and humiliated me in front of other

16     children.  The home had a communal dining area, which

17     was divided into four eating units, which reflected your

18     group.  In most cases stew was the main diet, which

19     I~had a huge dislike for.  I used to hide the stew in my

20     trouser pockets and NL4 spotted the stain on my trousers

21     and she asked me what I was doing.  I told her I didn't

22     like stew.  Her response was to take the stew from my

23     pockets and got me into the middle of the dining room,

24     where she held me down on my knees and pulled my hair so

25     that my mouth would open, and she forced the food into
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1     the fortunate ones.  In my group alone I think there

2     would have been roughly about twenty boys, and out of

3     the twenty, three or four might have went out for

4     weekends out of that group.  It wasn't for everybody.

5     Some of the boys didn't want to go.  So it wasn't --

6     they weren't coerced in being pushed out or whatever.

7     If you wanted to go to a foster home, you were given

8     that option.  You were encouraged, of course, but you

9     didn't have to go if you didn't want to.

10 Q.  I see.  Thank you very much.

11 MS DOHERTY:  Thanks very much, HIA21.  Can I ask when you

12     were in Marions and NL4 was obviously in charge, were

13     there other staff around that were there regularly as

14     well?

15 A.  There would have been staff on the next -- same level in

16     the Sacred Hearts,  and NL74 I think it

17     was, which was originally my group, which I missed

18     immensely.  To be moved -- I don't know why.  Only the

19     nuns can answer that, but I think maybe I might have

20     been boisterous.  So it was maybe my own downfall, my

21     own fault.

22         In regard to N4 -- NL4 as far as I am concerned,

23     this woman knew exactly what she was doing, that when

24     the nun in my time, which was SR172, was in that

25     queue -- in that -- charge of that group, she would go

SR 156
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1 CHAIRMAN:  Well, HIA423, I am sure you will be very glad to

2     hear we don't have any more questions for you.

3

4 A.  Thank you.

5 Q.  Thank you very much indeed for coming to speak to us

6     today.  We do understand that many people find it very

7     difficult.  You are by no means the only one.  So you

8     mustn't in any way feel you have let yourself down by

9     coming to speak to us or feeling upset.  We understand

10     that.  As I say, I am afraid you have not been the only

11     one, but we do what we can to make it as easy for

12     people.  Thank you for coming to share your experiences

13     with us today.

14 A.  Thank you very much for listening.  Thank you.

15                      (Witness withdrew)

16 MS SMITH:  Chairman, I'm going to take the next witness, but

17     would be grateful for a short break, say maybe --

18 CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  We will rise until we are ready to deal

19     with the next witness.

20 MS SMITH:  Thank you.

21 (11.25 am)

22                        (Short break)

23 (11.33 am)

24                    WITNESS HIA225(called)

25
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1     the best they could.  I think would you accept that.

2 A.  Uh-huh.  Uh-huh.

3 Q.  I have said that NL4 has given a statement to the

4     Inquiry where she addresses what you have said about

5     her.

6 A.  Yes.

7 Q.  I am just going to read that section of her section in

8     full.  It is at SNB-80014.  Perhaps if we pull that up,

9     please.  Again there will be names given here that will

10     require redaction and the names are not to be used

11     outside this chamber, but if we could just scroll down

12     to paragraph 45, it says:

13         "HIA225 has made a statement to the Inquiry which is

14     dated 10th March 2014.  He says he was in Nazareth Lodge

15     between '65 and '68.  As his date of birth is , it

16     would appear he was placed there when he was 9 years

17     old.  I do not recall HIA225.  He has claimed he

18     observed me shoving a flannel into the mouth of another

19     boy called  who wet the bed and that I beat him in

20     front of everyone in the dormitory.  I deny this

21     completely.  I do remember .  Sometimes I would

22     have taken him or some other child out of the home and

23     brought him by bus to my mother's house for the day and

24     then I would have brought him back with me that evening.

25     It was like a day out.  I recall  was one of the

DL 157
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1     were always very relaxed and you might not have had all

2     the staff group and all the Sisters there and there may

3     have been a person or two persons in charge.

4 Q.  Presumably in Ballyhornan you would have been mixed in

5     groups together.

6 A.  Yes.  We all ate together.  There was no refectory.

7     There was a dining area.  We all ate together and we

8     socialised and then went to the beach together.

9 Q.  Just clarifying that, because of NL4 suggesting she

10     wouldn't have chastised other boys because they weren't

11     in her group --

12 A.  No.

13 Q.  -- I'm presuming in holiday you would have been all --

14 A.  I am sure there are others who could comment with

15     greater authority than I can.  I would just say

16     I wouldn't accept that at all.

17 Q.  The last thing I just want to ask you is about older

18     boys.  We have heard about physical bullying from older

19     boys at that period.  Did you have any --

20 A.  I mean, I am a bit confused about that, because I don't

21     recall any teenage boys looking after me or looking

22     after us.  The bullying that I endured was bigger people

23     -- either a little older than me but of primary school

24     age or bigger than me, but I don't recall certainly in

25     the Sacred Heart or the Marion group or indeed at all
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1     that we are going to talk about didn't apply to every

2     nun.

3 A.  No.  I got on with most of them, so I did.  They were

4     okay with me.

5 Q.  In paragraph 3 you say that the lay workers were evil --

6 A.  Yes.

7 Q.  -- even worse than the nuns, and you say:

8         "I remember NL4 and another lay worker would come

9     round our dormitories at night, and if you weren't

10     sleeping, they would take you out to a big wash-room

11     where they would make you sit until you were tired and

12     then you would go back to bed.  I'd pretend to be asleep

13     when they walked around the dorm so I wouldn't be sent

14     to the wash-room."

15         Now NL4 was asked about this by the Inquiry and

16     essentially what she has had to say is that perhaps you

17     are referring to children who needed to be woken or

18     brought out of bed to go to the toilet so as to avoid

19     wetting the bed.  Is that your recollection as to why

20     you were taken out?

21 A.  No, definitely not.

22 Q.  Can you just explain to the Panel what you remember as

23     taking place that resulted in you being made sit on your

24     knees on the floor?

25 A.  They used to go round the beds and check to see was your
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1 A.  SR98.

2 Q.  -- you think was there in your time.  I asked you how

3     she may have been wicked or how any nun was wicked to

4     the children.  Can you remember what you told me or do

5     you want me to say it?

6 A.  You can say it.

7 Q.  Well, what you described to me was that she grabbed you

8     and pulled you by the hair, by the ears, and that was

9     how she would have been wicked.

10 A.  Uh-huh.

11 CHAIRMAN:  HIA48, would you just mind pulling the microphone

12     over towards your -- towards you?  No, bring it towards

13     you a bit more so we can pick up what you are saying.

14     Thank you.

15 MS SMITH:  We have to get a note of all that you say, HIA48.

16 A.  Uh-huh.

17 Q.  So it is important we know what you are saying, although

18     I am doing most of the talking.  I think we agreed

19     that's how we would do this.

20 A.  Uh-huh.

21 Q.  You go on in paragraph 6 of your statement to say that

22     NL4 -- and you see that's the designation we have given.

23     I am going to use the name, but again remind people

24     names are not to be used outside this room.  That's NL4.

25     Paragraph 6.  You'll see that each separate block on the
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1     too scared to speak out, because I thought nobody would

2     believe me.  I just want the truth to come out.  The

3     nuns aren't telling the truth about what went on.  They

4     are trying to cover it up, like they have always done."

5         You go on to say you reported the abuse you suffered

6     to the police.  A police officer came to your house,

7     took a statement from you and you believe they

8     questioned NL4 about October 2012, but you hadn't heard

9     anything about that.

10         In fact, HIA48, we know you actually spoke to police

11     in 1995, in July 1995.  That can be seen at SNB-60497.

12     If we just pull that up, please.  Now, HIA48, this is

13     the statement that you made on 24th July 1995.  The

14     reason you made this statement was that there was

15     another girl, the girl who you were running away with,

16     Josephine.  She had spoken to the police.  Then police

17     came and spoke to you about what Josephine had said.  Do

18     you remember that?

19 A.  Uh-huh.

20 Q.  You say that:

21         "During my time there I was never sexually abused by

22     anyone."

23         This is in Nazareth Lodge:

24         "Although I got the odd slap on the ear for

25     wrongdoings, I have no complaint to make about anyone in
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1         "There would have been incidents where I was beaten

2     as well.  I remember NL5 being rough with the kids and

3     being violent.  Also NL4 would have been cruel and

4     violent to the children.  I do not believe that the nuns

5     knew that the domestic workers were being violent to any

6     of the children."

7         Now can I just pause there again?  You are aware,

8     because I have told you, that we have received -- the

9     Inquiry has received statements from the two women that

10     you name here in paragraph 4, and I am just going to

11     outline what they say, but can I just be clear?  You

12     describe NL5 as being rough with the kids and being

13     violent.

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  Did she ever hit you?

16 A.  A couple of times.

17 Q.  Again NL4 is described as being cruel and violent to the

18     children.  Did she ever hit you?

19 A.  Yes, a few times, yes.

20 Q.  Now in their Inquiry statements and in respect, first of

21     all, of NL4, she has given a statement which can be

22     found at 80079.  That's SNB, and at paragraph 10 at

23     80080, if we can just go to 80080, she specifically

24     addresses the allegations you make there at paragraph 10

25     at the bottom -- if we could just scroll down, please --
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1 Q.  If you had stepped out of line.

2 A.  -- if you stepped out of line.  "Don't be afraid to."

3 Q.  So you are not criticising --

4 A.  I have been there when my mother has actually said that

5     to her, you know: "Don't be afraid to, you know, give

6     him a slap if he needs it, like, you know".

7 Q.  You are not criticising her for --

8 A.  No.

9 Q.  -- the physical chastisement --

10 A.  Definitely not.

11 Q.  -- that you say she engaged in.

12 A.  Uh-huh.

13 Q.  You mentioned as we were speaking earlier -- and this is

14     not something that's in your statement, and we will get

15     the transcript to NL4's representatives who need to deal

16     with it.

17 A.  Right.

18 Q.  I have explained to you, if necessary, we might have to

19     ask you to deal with this again for us --

20 A.  Right.

21 Q.  -- but, all being well, that won't arise.  You mentioned

22     to me earlier that you do recall experiences with NL4 --

23 A.  Uh-huh.

24 Q.  -- that you didn't talk to the Inquiry staff about when

25     you were doing your statement.
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1 MS DOHERTY:  Thanks, HIA36.  Can I just check is that the

2     only time that NL4 hit you, that one occasion?

3 A.  No.  She hit me quite a few times, but that was the

4     worst I ever experienced from her, you know.  I mean,

5     I never met the woman.  It is only because the kids were

6     making such a fuss about me she tried to make an example

7     of me, you know.  I only wish at that time that the

8     people that had taken me out had seen me and things

9     might have been different, you know, but they were able

10     to cover that up by just saying, "Look, he's away up to

11     the dormitory and just leave him.  Let him settle in" or

12     something, you know, because I was crying.  You know,

13     when I -- when I had to go back, I was pretty upset

14     anyway about having to go back, but -- especially when

15     somebody was spoiling you for two or three weeks, you

16     know.  You had to go back and try and fit in with, you

17     know, their -- that regime again, you know.

18 Q.  The other thing was just to ask about whether -- other

19     witnesses have talked about bullying by older boys --

20 A.  Uh-huh.

21 Q.  -- physical bullying by older boys.

22 A.  Yes.

23 Q.  Was that an issue for you?

24 A.  Och, aye.  It was an issue with every -- every boy.

25     They had like senior boys and, you know, they would --
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