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PRIVATE

HIA REF: 104

Witness Name: [ a /A%

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 104

| I IVANMNOZ: S il say as follows:-

Personal Details

1. I was born on_ My mother was from a small town called-
in County Tyrone. She worked in the canteen at the ||| G

My mother was about forty years old when she got pregnant but she was not
married. | was born in Downe Hospital in Downpatrick. | was placed as soon
as | was born in the baby wing of Nazareth Lodge, Belfast. | think it was
called St Joseph's. My mother came to see me all the time when | was in the

home.

Nazareth Loddge (May 1963 — 29 Auqust 1974)

2. As | got older | was moved togroup at Nazareth Lodge. | had
been in another group before that. | cannot recall the name of that group but |

remember being content up until | was moved togroup when |
was about five or six years old. | EEREEIvas the nun in charge of this

group and was a civilian employee. was

extremely strict.
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3. LN was also the principal of the primary school in Nazareth Lodge.
She was good to me most of the time and took me under her wing in a way.
She put me in charge of the tuck shop which was like a red flag to a bull as |
started to steal the sweets. One day called me into a room and
asked if | had stolen anything. | denied any theft and she said she would give
me one more chance to tell the truth but | denied it and then she made me
empty out the sweets from my pockets. She gave me a really bad beating
that day because | had let her down. | ended up crawling under the table and
she was grabbing me out from underneath the table. She lost it completely
and she was kicking me with her feet and boots and hitting me with her
hands. | was about seven or eight at the time and | felt really bad about this

incident.

4. On another occasion | was supposed to be an altar boy when someone was
visiting the home but | stayed outside and played football. When | eventually
came intook me into a small room and gave me a serious
beating which | remember to this day. She had slapped me before this
incident but never with the same severity. She beat me with her hands and
kicked me with her feet. | was about eight or nine years old at the time. | am

still not great with authority even now.

5. On another occasion after school | was playing in the old school dining room.
The school was part of the home. Although it was in a different building it was
part of the same complex. The school was separate from the home but the
dining facilities were in the home and the nuns hedrooms were in the same
building, all on ground floor level. We were taking off the rubber ends that
were used to keep chairs from scraping the floor and we started playing
football with them, making noise and throwing them around. | cannot
remember which one caught us but eitherorcame
in and grabbed me and took me into her bedroom and gave me another
beating which lasted between five and ten minutes and which | considered to
be a bit excessive. | no longer recall the nature of my injuries nor do | recall

receiving any medical treatment following this incident.
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6. On another occasionwas making the bed and | think we were
messing about and when she turned her back someone just pulled my sheet
out a bit as a prank. She came back and saw what had happened and she

slapped me with her hand again. was her side kick and she

came in and she started to beat me as well. | had not had any problems with
prior to this incident. | think | was between eight and ten
years old at the time. | rememberwas called outside at the
time and came back in to tellthat her father had died. | recall

thinking that was her punishment for having hit me. | did not see much of

after that incident. She was another civilian employee.

7. We were definitely in the strictest group. We were always put to bed long
before everyone else and in the summer you could hear them all out playing
and we would be lying in bed from about 6pm in the evening, bright as a bell.
It was bad in winter as well because || INSEI would wake you up before
the end of her shift and line you up outside the bedroom in the hallway to
make sure everyone went to the toilet. The toilets were straight across the
hallway. She lined up everyone in the dormitory every night and there were
about twelve or thirteen of us in one dormitory. You were left standing there
in the freezing cold in a t-shirt or vest and a pair of pants in the middle of

winter.

8. did not like you drooling on the sheets. She would put a towel
under you to protect the pillow but if it went through the towel and onto the
pristine clean white pillow cases there was hell to pay for it. You would wake
up every morning and check everything. At timeswould stand
you up and just come behind you and pull at your underwear and check them
to make sure there were no marks or anything on the back of them which was

humiliating.

9. When | was igroup we were always up early and we had our

chores to do before mass and then we went to school. | had to clean the floor
before breakfast with cloths attached to my feet. | think | left that group when |

was about eleven years old.
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10.1 had no complaints about the food in the home.

11.1 went to school in the grounds. | do not recall having any problems at

primary school.

12.My mother would visit about once a month and | would spend an hour or an
hour and a half with her. We would usually just sit and talk to each other in
the staff room but | remember a couple of times we went out to the park.
would sometimes threaten that if | did not do something she
asked she would ring my mother and not let her come to visit me. She would
play those sorts of mind games with you. | never told my mother about being

beaten in the home because you were too afraid to tell anyone.

13.1 stayed in the Lodge until | was eleven and then | went to Rubane House,
Kircubbin.
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better than Nazareth Lodge.

19.During the holiday period at Nazareth Lodge we used to go to Ballyhornan
every summer for a few weeks and then when we were in Rubane House we
went to a big house in Glenariff. A lot of the boys in the home would go
home for the summer but all those remaining went to Glenariff. Also,
sometimes they would fix you up with people and you could go and stay with
them for a while. | never stayed with my mother for holidays or weekends. |
stayed with a number of different families. | stayed with a great family called
_ when | was in Nazareth Lodge. They lived in_ |
recall staying there one Christmas. | kept in contact with them even after |
went to college and still stayed with them at weekends. They also did

voluntary work for St Vincent de Paul but the mother, is now

deceased.
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Life after care

21.1 got a couple of CSE’s then | left school and went to the College _

_and got my catering exams and then |

became a chef. Leaving the home was arranged by the brothers. There was
a civilian member of staff called and it was arranged that |
would stay with his aunt for a while and they had arranged a training
placement for me as a kitchen porter in a bar/restaurant in - called

I o1t that only lasted for six months. | then got a job in the

_ A college lecturer who lived in || ]l was a friend of

the lady that | lived with so when | applied to go to college although | was
refused initially he rang to advise that he had found a place on the course for

me. | had a brilliant life after that. | studied at college for two years, worked in

_ Hotels and then | moved to |l and worked in
the_ for about twenty years.

22.About four years ago | took a stroke so | had to come back home because
there are better facilities at home. | can no longer work as it is too risky for

me in my current condition to work in a kitchen.

23.My mother died about eleven or twelve years ago and | went to the funeral but
| did not know any of her family or relatives. | lost their contact numbers and

never kept in contact with any of them.

24.1 don't know anything about my father. | never met him and my mother never

told me about him.

25.1 never married but | had a daughter with a girl when | was about twenty three

or twenty four. We tried to make it work between us but it didn't work out so |

went to [Jili] to work but I kept in contact with my daughter- | used
to bring her over to i in the summers for a few weeks and | saved up all

year to give her money at Christmas. She has turned out really well and she
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has three children so | am a grandfather. She lives nearby so | see her and

my grandchildren every day. Things have worked out well.

26. Being in an institution is the only life | had so it's the only life | knew.
Everything has to be a laugh with me just to cover up my shyness. | think it's
just a veil really so | can hide the insecurities | feel. When | was younger |
would never talk about the home. | used to be embarrassed to say | was in a
home. | recall we went on a course when | started college and they wanted
the class to get to know one another by telling a little about themselves but |
said | had nothing to tell. The course tutor told the class about my
background when | was not present and when | found out that he had told
them | cracked up with him. In my view it was not up to him to tell them such
personal information about my background. | wouldn’t tell people until | really
got to know them well but the more | started talking about it and telling people

the easier it was to talk about it.

27.Some of the stuff that went on in the homes was not right. | don’t think it is as
bad now. It might have been the times as well. The early 1960’s and the
1970’s were just harder generations but definitely it should never have
happened to the extent that some of it did. As you get older you do get a bit
more mature and you do think of it differently. You think it was your life,

there's nothing you can do about it, it's been done, it is now done and dusted.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

H A 1048

Dated ?,g/@ 2/10 g
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old, between 1971 and 1973. He alleges that he was in the dormitory and
was making the bed and slapped him. He described me as her side kick and that I then
came in and started to beat him as well.

39. I worked with a different group from and it would be unusual for
me to be working alongside or close to her in the morning time. I believe I was living
and working in for most of the period between 1971 and 1973 but, I accept I
was working in Nazareth Lodge when my mother died in 1974.

This is confirmed in the reference from hich is dated 18"
November 1975. Tbelieve I obtained this reference before going to work in | || |

40. ade a statement to the police about this alleged incident on 25"
November 2010 but he described it in a slightly different way. In his police account he
alleged I was the person assaulting him in the dormitory when in the middle of this
ame into the room and told me something which resulted in me leaving the
room n tears. He alleges he later found out that I had been told that my mother had died

whereas in his statement to the HIA Inquiry, he claims I had been told it was my father
who had died.

41. I do not recall [ IVARMROZ! I have no recollection of hitting him. Ihavea

clear memory that it was ho told me that my mother had died. My mother
died on My recollection is she died on a Tuesday night and I was
told this first thing the following morning by My brother had come up to
Nazareth Lodge to tell me and as soon as I heard I went straight home with my brother.

[ cannot think the nuns would have told first of all and then asked
her to tell me. I therefore believe the allegation made by ould not

possibly be true.
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