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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

Witness Statement of  – NL5 

 

 

1. My full name is  and I was born in Belfast on the  

. I have just recently celebrated my  birthday. 

2. I have never married and have no children of my own although I consider all the 

children I have helped to raise over the years as my own. This is particularly true of 

 about whose arrival to Nazareth and care I will describe more later.  

3. I have read the Statements supplied to me from the Inquiry and have found this very 

hurtful and distressing and my health has been badly affected by the resurrection of 

untrue allegations of mistreatment against me. Some of these matters were the subject 

of Police investigations which I am reminded by the papers were in 1996 and again in 

2012. Those times were also very stressful and I thought that all this was over then. 

4. I should state at the outset that I never smacked or assaulted any child in my care. I 

deny all of these allegations and I will so far as possible respond to each of the 

statements below. I would also state that I never saw any abuse or excessive 

punishments of any child by any of the Sisters or by . It has been 

described that I worked with or was her “side-kick”and this is not true. We 

worked with separate groups and interacted only at meal or playtimes. I never 

considered corporal punishment of a child to be my responsibility but left that to the 

nuns and it always seemed reasonable and appropriate to me. 

 

Personal History 
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