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have our own wardrobe or bedside cabinet because we didn’t actually have any personal 

belongings.   ran my group and would hand out our clothes from a communal 

wardrobe each morning.  I left Nazareth Lodge when I was 11 years old to go to Rubane House, 

Kircubbin which was run by the De La Salle Order.  I recall life at Nazareth Lodge being hard 

and the charge boy would have been very strict on us all.  The charge boy would have put you 

out of the dorm at night if you did not go to sleep or even if you didn’t have your head 

completely covered by the blanket.  I even remember being put out for snoring.  You had to wait 

in the corridor for the Sister to arrive, who would then give you some type of physical 

punishment for having been put out.  You could end up standing in the corridor for hours, just 

waiting for the Sister to arrive to dish out the punishment.  We normally went to bed around 7pm 

and you could still be waiting in the corridor by 9pm.  was in charge of the 

‘St Joseph’s’ group and would take turns with  to give out the punishment at night.  

 was the worst when it came to punishment.  was a  woman 

who would have been in her early 40s at this time. She wore a long black habit with rosary 

beads wrapped around her waist with a silver crucifix attached at the end.  At punishment time 

 would often grab me by my locks or my cheeks and use such force that it actually 

lifted me off both feet.  The pain was excruciating and I vividly recall being very frightened by 

this.  It is hard to quantify how often this would’ve happened but it was frequent.  On average I 

would have been put out for punishment at least 2 or 3 times a month and over the years 

 would have abused me in this manner many, many times.  Whenever  

lifted me off my feet in this manner I would often fall to the ground and curl into a ball because 

she would always then kick me with her feet and punch me all over with both fists.  

would continue punching and kicking me until she thought that I had had enough.  The other 
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boys put out into the corridor with me for punishment would have witnessed this abuse as I 

witnessed theirs if she dealt with them ahead of me.  I can’t remember specific names but they 

would all have been resident with me in Our Lady’s.  I never received any medical treatment 

following this abuse, even though I was left with bruises all over my body on several occasions.  

Sometimes, although not that often,  would swing the crucifix attached to her rosary 

beads at me when I was getting to my feet and if connected it really hurt. Whenever 

 took punishment in the evening, she was never as severe on me as  

was, often only telling me off or at worst just slapping me on the back of my head with her palm. 

 kept a 2 foot stick in her habit pocket and I recall it being as thick as my thumb.  I 

do not recall ever being hit with this stick at evening punishment but do recall being hit with it 

whenever I misbehaved during the day.  This punishment would not have been frequent 

because you only got it if you misbehaved. At most I would have been hit with this stick a couple 

of times a year and then it was usually a rap on the hands with the odd smack on the back of 

the legs or bottom over my trousers.  On other occasions  would make you kneel 

on the wooden floor and learn Mass verbatim in Latin and I recall this being very painful on my 

knees.  I think  is dead now but I’m not sure if  is still alive.  I give the 

police permission to obtain my medical notes.   
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