SNB-352

PRIVATE

HIA REF: 297

Witness Name: HIA 297

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 297

N HIA 297 will say as follows:-

PERSONAL DETAILS

1. I'was born in on _in- My Mother's name was [ NI

B | s the third of five children. | have an older brother, Millaand

an older sister,-then came me,-next and [Elakdthe youngest.
My Mother's marriage to_ended and my Mother could not

ook after us so we were taken into care.

2.1 understandwas put into Nazaeth Lodge first and -went straight
into a Foster Home in Belfast, _ My older borther had told me
that MAKEANd ere named [l out NEEEE ¢ | maintained
the name _ The name-is supposed to come from another
bioke my Mother took up with. | believe my Father's name is -
- M2 also told me that there was another man who could be
the Father of one of us. | have askedo tell me the truth, 1 know it took
him a long time to find out and | get information in dribs and drabs from him

and the Social Worker.
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Nazareth Lodge, Belfast (23™ April 1968 — 1° August 1972)

HIA

3. 1 wentinto care on 5™ October 1967. From records | have seenand

-and | were kept together in Nazareth House in Portadown and we
were then moved to Nazareth Lodge, Belfast on 23rd April 1968. | was four
years old when | went into care. My Mother died on _ i
went into Foster Care (Boarded Out) on 1% August 1972 withand
I /< went to a family calledNaRlll From records | have seen | was
removed from Foster Care on 27™ June 1975 and place in Daiton Family

Group Home along with [EERnd [N my brother e was already
there.

. I remember very little about Nazareth Lodge. It was a big place and there

were big dormitories; you could turn the beds right round. | don't remember

or-being there. 1 can remember one time | was playing in a pram
being pushed around and | came out of it and scraped my head.

. lalso remember having an awful boil on my leg at one time. | remember one

of the nuns put stuff on it but | didn't see a Doctof. I don’t remember ever

seeing a Doctor or a Dentist during my time in Nazareth Lodge.

. In school my brotherot any _from when he was in

the big playing area playing on the swings. also went over a fence and
a spike went through his leg.

. | fyou did something wrong in Nazareth Lodge you were punished by being

sent to your room.

. | remember a Priest came round he gave us two pence pocket money.
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Foster Care (1% August 1972 — 27" June 1975)

9. | cannot recall the actual move to ik | went with [iand Gz

MSEEANINE had their own children. | think there were two boys, [}

and -and three girls, -and - | can’t remember the name of

the other sister.

10. It was rosy at the start playing with the two fellas but then things started to
get a wee bit bad. A clip round the ear at the start led to bigger things. We
were hammered. On the report it says we stole bread from the pantry but,
from what | remember, if i Sons did anything wrong we were blamed
for it. Me and my brothers had to move the cows from the top of the street in

B o the fields. None of children ever had to do it. We

became the gofers, the workers.

11.1 remember coming home from school one day and being told to go upstairs
and take my clothes off by JINIMEASH She then beat me with a stick the size
of the leg of a chair until [ was knocked out because | had stolen a chocolate

bar. N\ISWAA would never intervene.

12 AN SESH would come up to us in bed and beat us and pull the hair off us. |
remember her havingand I i1 in her hands. She lost control
altogether. 1told my teacher, | about the beating when they got
bad. B ould ask about the bruises and | would tell her that Mummy
did it. | called N\IME&SY ‘Mummy’. The school reported it to the Welfare and
the Welfare woman asked about the bruising but you would always lie
because you were afraid Mummy would give you another beating when you

went home.

13.0ne time [JNISEEMput matchsticks between my fingers and lit them. She

burned my fingers. | remember her and [\l doing it tojilakaaand [

as well. They were crying. We were scared of them, NI always took
her anger out on us. We were kept outside most of the time while the rest of

the family were inside.
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14.We were taken away because the school made a report. The beating was
constantiy going on and _said she would go to court as a witness.

Dalton Home (27™ June 1975 — 1982)

15. Dalton was good. We moved there at around the time thetook over and
then they left the home and Mr and Mrs ||l took over. We never
fooked back. -Nas a great footballer and he had us all out playing football
and got us all into sport. It turned things around for us in life, it was a totally
different situation and llland all the staff were brilliant. | got into boxing
and Al nd [ili] ot into football. It was good to the day we left there.

Life After Care

16.When | was 16 | went to live with who was married and living in

_ | stayed there for a while and when and-were

ready to leave the home- telephoned me and asked me to live with

them in a flat. | was happy to do that. | worked at_ and

and -1ad jobs as well. We all moved on from there.

17.1 went over to England to work on the buildings. | spent about five years in
London and came back to Northern Ireland in 1991 because there was a
recession and there was no work. | then spent 14 years working for a

-company until | was laid off, jil¥worked there as well. | went back
to the painting and decorating. | felt in love with a girl and we had four
children, two girls and two boys and | have a granddaughter now. I'm

separated from my Partner now but we get on well.

297 ' ,
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18.My brother-died in London in 2011. | went over when he was very ill. |
didn't realise he was going to die until | went to visit him. He was an alcoholic.

It was a big shock and very sad.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signhed

Dated "1/7/ ol G —
//
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ARMAGH COUNTY WELFARE COMMITTEE (CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT)

PARTICULARS OF CHILD BEING RECEIVED INTO CARE

A. PARTICULARS OF CHILD *
HIA 297
Surname Christian Names ...

Date of Birth

Place of Birth .....ccocoeenn Luxgan Hospibal...ieecneninncnns T P o0 oo T
Whether LEEIHMAE oo b8B. o imsiiasieeteessessereeteesieesiesesetsbenissbsbebsosnssaesesissreserasnbessibsssbsumssasessnassns
Whether (a) Baptised ......... Yes ., (&) Vaceinated ...0%...... (¢) Immuntsed ...NO...
N eom trom witich meceives atttoteze ..o N ... ... ;s vsigsevee:
Usual address if different from 8DOVE .......... B8 BAATERB. e e e
Date received Into CATE ......omeesiisiss! 44..300..67..(Nezareth House, Portsdown)s..........cceereen.

------------------------- TR R L R N N R

_Sec, 62 1{b) 1 €, & Y,P. Act,

.................................................................................

B. MEDICAL HISTORY

Give any history of (a) Measles .......... NO . (b) Bearlet Fever ........ NO ................................

(¢) Whooping Cough . ™ 13 (¢ OO (@ Chicken POX ........ FO s

(e} iphtherla ..........cccceevieee R R (f) Any other diseases......... L

Is the child mormal*(a) PHysICallY .iv.... LB . ccciiiiiiinii e s e
(b) Mentally ......... L5k | AL Y S M=ot SO . P Sy OO

...................................................................................................... S EA eI e gre i ee el AEIUNIRAS TSI RSN BRIt AT E R

Name and address of Doctor issuing Certificate immediately before belng recelved into care .Pxa,Byrme,
ey aIos rrccerrriees N INAY . 31,..Thomas. Street,. Poxtadown (Mother's dactorl...

C. PERSONAL DOCUMENTS which should be handed over with the child
>{(a) Ration Book \// (b) Medlcal Card
(¢) Birth Certificate (d) Baptismal Certificate

If any of these are not available, please give reasons in sufficient detall to enable duplcates to be

............................................
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H. W. sl:‘;r:!gD. IP. Armagh County Welfare Committee

J. H. WILLIAMSON " ETeiE
County Welfare Officer SonEi AT *  Armagh
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Coniidential /
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS ACT (N.1) 1660

Report from Voluntary Organisation on Children maintained on
behalf of a Welfare Authority.

Nams of Child... HIA 297 mam-w Rs ...

Nams of Voluntary WM ......... rﬁ!—'{w e e e oo
If child is in Bmployment give the following information :—
Nams and address of Emploger.................

nmmmmmmmwmmm n«gly Mnatiag, .
@ Geenl Conduct.../Laas.. Meffrsnth . ah2 . M. «,w

General Health (Note any illvess). fww Lt o G Aol ords.
Does child receive religions instruction %&e —

GENERAL REMARKS

H|A297 ‘ . ﬂ'—“'&‘ ¢: o 1““‘(" 51‘44‘!’ a’d«.u.m.
B 4 rmtt.. o i Eochevarot  anst  fl A«am

FOR OFFICIAL USE

NOTES :—
1. This form should be completed in respect of each child maintained on bebalf of a Welfare Authority.

2. Completed forms should be returned to the appropriate Welfare Authority at the end of March, Juns,



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
SNB-40027

/é//’[/%/f%/ua /é[,) & aﬂcfl/
(andh: At

N.A.I. Case Conference on 27.4.82

i

Nps~en v BAlpD 6"*

£§ /}“\.lj‘l\‘-)g /’Lé/y

Re:

2

mil

/w»we{(ﬁ/ f&@i‘;

" Unemployed. ﬂ{ e
Housewife. __ :"/ ,&{,é;&
Greenwood Assessment Centre. B

NL 101 St. Patrick?'s, Lancaeter Street. / L(

NL 102 WA %4” :

Epl> )Ca “;,44/

e =ity were initially referred to Social Services in Mmgust 1979

re rehousing, At that time_ras squatting ir._

-n October 1979 the family were referred again about rehousing
although they had in the meantime moved to _in the New

1odze district. |l 2= =vperently drinking quite heavily at this time
and was being aggressive towards his wife and family. Psychiatric treatment

was at this time suggested to || lout re did not at that time see his
problems stemming from his own inability to cope. _
_and the family split to stay with relatives. They were allocated

a house in [l where they moved in May 1980.

In October 1980 they were referred to Cliftonpark Social Services with
financial and marita]l difficulties. [NIMEAYYY the eldest child in the family,

had bruising on his baéy which was later cleared as accidental. _

was experiencing severe headaches and back pains, the latter apparently connected

with a back injury he had about ten years ago which has left him unfit to work.
During this time he was very quick-tempered and inclined to be strict with the
children. He was also involved in street fights and was violent towards his
wife, He felt that pressures lay mainly in three areas =

(1) intimidationm;

(2) his severe headaches;

(3) children's behaviour.

NL 100p%: already been referred to the Hiucational Psychology Department
and started to attend Greenwood Diagnostic Centre. - the second child,
also goes to Greenwood Diagnostic Centre after having attended Barmardo's Day

A

'icm,vz 198/, - /Mzsc»zzm—j ./L(L/ /ﬁ:”i{zc{%,
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