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PRIVATE

HIA REF: 91

Witness Name: HIA 91

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 91

l, HIA 91 will say as follows:-

Personal Details

1. | was born on the _in - | had 4 siblings: 3 brothers
called |GGG nd and a sister called [ NN p2sscd

away two years ago. | am not sure of the names of my parents. | was told that
we were taken away from our parents and put into a Parochial House in 1970.
The police were involved in this move but | am not sure of the circumstances.
We were given no information at the time, and were moved around like sheep.
We were told that our mother was an alcoholic but when we found relatives
living in [l they told us a different story, so we did not know the truth.
and Il vere fostered out and 1 think that [JJlvas sent to live
with the |||l amiy.

2. | have tried to find out more details of my past, but have struggled to get
information because there is no medical file for me before the age of 7 or 8.
My brother has heard that a lot of files went missing or were destroyed in

Nazareth Lodge which might explain why | cannot trace my younger years.
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Nazareth Lodge, Belfast (28/8/70 — 04/09/72)

3. I was sent from the Parochial House to Nazareth Lodge in 1970. | do not
remember my brothers - eing there with me, because | was
a young child. | was initially sent to the baby unit, and then on to the Lodge. |
only discovered that | had siblings when we were sent to || N atter
Nazareth Lodge. We did not find out about our older brother and our

sister until much later.

4. | attended the primary school at Nazareth Lodge, but | had just started school
when they took me and my brothers out and sent us to live with the-in
_. The school had been recently buiit or refurbished when | was
there, and everything in it was brand new. We wore shorts and t-shirts rather

than a schooi uniform.

5. I do not remember much about my time at Nazareth Lodge because | was
there when | was very young. | do remember that the bedroom | slept in had
wali-to-wall beds, for about 20 or 30 children. The other children who were
there at the time were around the same age as me. The children would have
been crying and screaming at each other, and |1 can remember crying in my
cot, but no-one came to comfort me. | remember running around the Lodge,

but 1 cannot recall much else about my time there.

Qutside Institutions

6. ORI = | left Nazareth Lodge and were sent to live with the R
family in [l when | was about 5. We were put into a car by a social
worker but we did not know where we were being sent to. Going to live in
T 2s like going into Hell or World War Three. We could not
understand how the government could give us to another family as we were
just kids at the time. Our foster family lived on a farm and my two brothers and

- I'had to share a bedroom. It was alright at the start but it soon changed.
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7. We were regularly beaten by our foster parents. We came home from school
and were sent straight out to the fields to tend to the cattle. We were not
allowed into the house and had to stay outside in the yard beside the
chickens, pigs or cows. It was only at night time that we were allowed into the

house to say a rosary and then straight up the stairs.

8. Our foster parents did not feed us, even though they were getting money for
us from the government. | can only remember being given crusts of bread,
despite the fact that thechildren were eating potatoes and everything
else. The NEMlE had 4 other children, but | believe that the eldest girl was
fostered. If we said something smart or asked for more food we were beaten,
and we had to survive hy eating food off the streets. | remember we broke into
I (o o<t @ box of crisps because we were so desperate for
something to eat. The children could beat us as much as they wanted,
but we did not dare hit them back. My brothers and | were like castaways and

-we had to do what we were toid at all times.

9. 1 was beaten so badly on one occasion that | passed out. | had a dry skin
condition that made it very painful to be hathed, but | was bathed in a harsh
chemical soap that smelt like TCP. NIl battered me black and blue and
every time | screamed she scrubhed the soap into my skin despite the hlood
running down my legs. My brotheeras beaten with a Blackthorn stick by
IDNIMEN =d he ended up in hospital as a result.

10 AN WA as not as bad to us asf\ISAMl vas. He did beat us if we did
something wrong, for example, if we forgot to bring the kettle in from the yard,
but he was not as vicious as his wife. My two brothers would have received

beatings as frequently as 1 did, but the|iiillfichildren were never beaten. We
were like dogs to the] s
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11.We stayed in _ for two or three years. Social Services had nothing
to do with us and did not come to visit us, nor did the nuns have any contact
with us when we left the Lodge. Even if they had come, they would have been
told that we were away out in the fields and kept away from us.

AR |6 sc. The

12. We attended the local primary school that was close to the
school was lovely but we did not get to learn that much. There was a teacher
at the school who was very concerned about us and reported the R to
Social Services. We had told the teacher about some of what was happening
to us at the and she also noticed the bruises on our arms and legs.
The Nkl had warned us not to tell anyone, but the teachers noticed how
my brothers and | were like animals at lunch time because we were starving.
A social worker came out to visit us after this but we did not get speaking to

him.

13.Our brother akaa came and took us away from the [l but before this we
did not know he existed. He took us back to Armagh with him when he saw us
sitting in the yard like orphans. | am not sure how knew where to find
us, but | think that he spoke to Social Services.

Dalton Road Family Group Home, Armagh {dates unknown)

14 R took my brothers and | to Dalton Road Family Group Home in Armagh
that was run by the NBE&J family. This was a mixed home for boys and girls
from around 5 or 6 right up to 18. When | was there with my hrothers there
were around 18 — 20 children living there. The government sent down money
for us but we never received any of it. We did however get fed in Dalton Road,
and there were lovely women who gave us our meals and looked after us,
such as || TGN - ¢ 2 girl called [l We were regularly
beaten in Dalton Road, and after one incident where | was beaten with a
bamboo stick by [JINEEER! put three cats in with the pigeons in the loft as
payback.
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15. The | Ilramily repiaced the NEREfamily after [NEEEsavagely kicked and

beat _ another resident, on - 18" birthday. | have a [ot

of respect for the-family because they did the best that they could for
orphans like us. They did more for us kids than any social worker did. |l

' -talked to us if we had any problems and treated us with respect. We
felt that we could not confide in social workers in the same way, because
anything that we told them was reported back. I left the || JJJllwhen | was
18. They were a brilliant family and | invited them to my wedding.

Life After Care

16.1 have seen boys who have gone through the care system turning to drink and
drugs after everything. My brother and | went through Heli, but we never
turned to drink or drugs, and | am proud of that. | could have thrown myself
into the Troubles, or gotten myself into debt but | didn't. When | was 18 | was
a tear-away, but | think | have done well for myself. | was married 13 years
ago, but my wife | Jllland | are now separated. | have three daughters;

- B - 2 son [l | have a good relationship with

my children, and | dote on my three grandchildren.

17.My wife knows about what | went through when | was a child, and she
encouraged me to come forward. There were nights that | had nightmares and
flashbacks to my time in care, and | would often wake up screaming in my
sleep. My wife told me to go to my GP but all he did was write me a
prescription. | don't like taking tablets so | did not take my medication. | did
talk to a group called WADE in Armagh and it was a weight off my mind. They
were a brilliant help to me, but WADE has closed down now and there is no

one else | can talk to in Armagh.

18.1 was questioned by the PSNI about the abuse that was going on in Nazareth
~Lodge, but | told them to speak to my older brother because | could not tell
them much from my time there. | did not hear anything else from the police,

and [ never made a statement to them.
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19.1 want answers from the Government: | want to know why my brothers and |
had to go through what we did. We got nothing from the Welfare, and we
should not have had to go through any of it. We missed out on a lot from our
childhood, such as the opportunity to get a good education. | believe that the
Government has failed children who were used and abused within the care
system. | also believe that both the State and the Church Institutions owe

children like me an apology.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

Dated L9 -L-4(
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Confidential
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS ACT (N.L), 1950.

Report -from Voluntary Organisation on Children maintained on
behalf of a Welfare Authority.

Name of Child. H IA 9 l Date of Birt.h..- Religion........ EQ .........

Name of Voluntary Organisation......... Na~ o~ S ) WY ' € tSdonn

Seh00l ALLeTIdamCe . oo o e

If child is in Employment give the following information :—

Name and address of Employer

. General Conduct
General Health (Note any illness).. M ?ﬂ’é J/»ng _______________________________________________

Does child receive religious instruction....  “¥2 ° e

GENERAL REMARKS
Aad Ww fw_/z;m% 1147

.. Date. ...~ 4= 68§ . Signature—Matron/Officer) SR 29 W

FOR OFFICIAL USE
....................................................................................................................... Ml
N s P 2“; oo L

NOTES :—
1. This form should be completed in respect of each child maintained on behalf of a Welfare Authority.

9. Completed forms should be returned to the appropriate Welfare Authority at the end of March, June,
September and December in each year.

3. Under the Heading of “ General Remarks ”’ any items of interest should be noted, e.g. vaccinations,
immunisations, perieds in hospital, ete.
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I -

é—f{’m M"g b 1971‘

fisited these bc:;és' at Nasareth Lodge,
it vas my firet interview with them ard was therefors very infermal,
gl in a groupe e ftalked briafly aboub football, cowboys, and guns,
. They =il related well, HIA bair.g the xmogt reticent. I promised to
coms and ses i‘;hmwagain.

1 ardtorted to AN o seeing tnetifioRt ot [ s crt

ba best fogtered together epd that I wws investigating this posaibiiity,

At prosent %hb_m& Yoonsiderine the matier?,

L sald thel no definite plans wers coviswged for the Hund ehildren,

4sethtant Ohtlirents (ficer,
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