SNB-611

FPRIVATE

HIA REF: 25

Witness Name: HIA 25

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 25

I, HIA 25 will say as follows:-

Personal details

Y 'l

family bond doesn't exist between us because of how we were separated at a

young age.

Nazareth Lodge, Belfast (16/02/1973 — 05/11/1973)

2. As aresult _ me and six of my bhrothers and sisters

were put into care, although this didn't happen immediately. A welfare officer was

involved and we were placed in Nazareth Lodge -- 1973. -
I /o stayed there until 5"

November 1973 when we were transferred to Palmerston in Beifast.
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Nazareth House, Belfast {17/12/1973 — 30/08/1274)

4. |was seven years old when [ went into Nazareth House. | remember seeing an
old man in a wheel chair. He seemed friendly and | would talk to him and fetch
him things. One day he gave me a watch. When [ showed it to one of the nuns
she slapped my arm, took the watch off me and then slapped me about. My
sister asked the nun why she did this and she said it was because | was to keep

away from the old people. I don't know if the old man was a priest or whatever.

5. Things went from bad to worse in Nazareth House. One time | was trying to
throw a bottle over the wall. | ended up busting my fingers in this incident but the
nuns didn't give me any treatment. They just said it was my own fault. | can't

remember ever seeing a doctor or dentist. | think | saw an eye specialist once.

6. We became too much for the staff to handle. | had been placed in Nazareth
House along with my.;rotherand my sister. My sister o'nIy stayed
for one day. | think she went back to Nazareth Lodge so then there was just the
two of us. As Nazareth Lodge was just around the corner, we tried to escape to
get back to the rest of our family. One day we were going down the long drive

when one of the nuns stopped and picked us up in a car.

7. We were taken into a room with very little furniture by the nun who caught us.
She turned the light off. When the light was turned on again there was another
nun in the room with a broom. She started swiping at us and hitting us with the
broom. The light was then turned off again. From time to time it was turned on

so the nun could see where we were to hit us with the broom. We called this

HIA 25 PRIVATE 2




SNB-613

PRIVATE

room 'the dark room'. After running away, our shoes were taken off us by the

nuns and not given back to us until we had to go to school.

8. As | had just lost my father and mother in the previous couple of months, [ think
the nuns should have understood why 1 did not want to be separated from my
remaining family members._ The punishment we
received did not deter us and every chance we got we tried to escape from the
home. Each time we were caught and given a beating. | either didn't know or |

can't remember any of the nuns’ names.

9. There was a lot of praying and going to Mass and going to school. We went to

school offsite in a yellow bus but | don’t remember the name of the school.

10. Eventually 1 think the nuns decided we were too much to handle. We kept
escaping and being brought back by the police. On 30" August 1974 | was sent

to the De La Salle Brothers in Rubane House, Kircubbin,
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Life after care

48. When I-left the care system | was completely unprepared for life. Apart from two
weeks in a flat on your own on the grounds of Rubane, there was no preparation.
One day they said, ‘you're out’ and the next day | was gone - no money, nothing.
Nobody showed us how to look after ourselves - we didn't know how to iron or

use a washing machine.

49. There is a knock-on effect from how you get treated as a child. My brothers,
sisters and | were split up, put into care, battered, and suffered continuous
bullying as well as sexual abuse. We were fed to the wolves. That men of the
cloth could do these things has really turned me away from God and religion.

They did a lot of damage to me.

50. | still have trouble getting to sleep at night. The care system should have given
us a bit of help instead of just thinking that these kids are going to be hassle.

We were meant to be in care but we were never really cared for.
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Statement of Truth

[ believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed,

Dated ?Dl - 5’ \H
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EASTERN HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD cC.1"
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

PROGRESS REPORT
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Personality (including behaviour in relation to foster parents, peers, Social Worker and other signifi-
cant adults).
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Health (remark any recent visits to family doctor)
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qmm‘: ﬂﬂb-u.al @ chaod - She b w
s Lile m T e e s

Interests and special events (include religious observance)

‘o ﬂf:b/(,,’et, Mliwals - gllod. Q«Céhd\_.r..o—— ' ﬂ-b-‘uw-tg_,du
kbt

{continue overleaf)



SNB-46049






