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1     says:

2         "I do not accept that I slapped him from behind.

3     I am not and would not describe myself as being

4     a bad-tempered woman, nor have I been so described by

5     others.  HIA41 said in the course of conversation with

6     me that I had hit him once, to which I replied that

7     I had no recollection of doing so."

8         I am just going to pause there, HIA41.  You did meet

9     with this nun in later years in 2009 on two occasions.

10     Isn't that right?

11 A.  In the context of that it was dinner time on a Saturday

12     and the home had been renovated in our group, SR30's

13     group.  There were a couple or three bedrooms -- three

14     three-bedroom rooms and some single rooms.  She came up

15     into the group, and I don't know what the issue was, but

16     she sent everybody to their bed to stand beside their

17     bed.  This was like 12.30 when we get our dinner on

18     a Saturday.  There was three beds.  Mine was the first,

19      and DL20.  So we were standing at the bed.

20     He was making faces at me and I laughed, but I didn't

21     know she was standing there at the door.  So she just

22     came in behind me, which is ten times worse than getting

23     a punch in the face from somebody in front of you, and

24     she knocked me into the wardrobe.  She then put me to

25     bed and she left me there for the day.  She put the rest
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1     of the children back to the canteen and gave them their

2     dinner.  That's exactly what happened.

3 Q.  Well, what she says is that:

4         "HIA41 said in the course of the conversation with

5     me that I had hit him once, to which I replied that

6     I had no recollection of doing so, but I apologised if

7     it had happened.  He said that he was glad to hear

8     that."

9         She goes on to say that your original version of the

10     episode --

11 A.  So she is not totally denying it.

12 Q.  Well, she said that you told her that she had done this

13     --

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  -- and that she apologised to your face.  Is that

16     correct?

17 A.  Yes.  So she's not denying it.

18 Q.  But she said -- what she said is:

19         "I had no recollection of doing so, but I apologised

20     if it had happened."

21 A.  Yes.  So it is not 100% denial.

22 Q.  Well, she said -- she goes on to say:

23         "He said that he was glad to hear that.  His

24     original version of the episode was that he and three or

25     four other boys were messing around in the bathroom
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1     while I was chastising them.  He burst out laughing and

2     I slapped him across the face.  He said he was laughing

3     at another boy and that I thought he was laughing at me.

4     The same incident has been reported in other media with

5     the narrative changing and taking on a more aggressive

6     portrayal of the incident on each occasion.  I have

7     absolutely no recollection of ever having done so."

8         So that's what she says about that.

9 A.  Uh-huh.

10 Q.  You talk about being beaten for swapping altar duty.

11     You also go on to talk about her -- having your hair --

12         "... cut my hair to humiliate me."

13         What she says about that is that that didn't happen.

14     Sisters have said there were barbers who came to the

15     home to cut hairs.

16 A.  No, never.  I was walking down the back stairs to go out

17     to play football after school and the first floor was

18     the chapel floor.   and  were standing

19     there.  was a very intelligent fella, who

20     deliberately failed his 11 Plus, so he wouldn't be split

21     up with us.  The priest was in the chapel talking to the

22     nuns.  So I didn't know what was going on.  They were

23     standing out at the stairs.   convinced me to get

24     the altar gear on and he would head on out to football.

25     So when I went out on to -- the priest came out to get
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1     them.  The priest was obviously talking to them about

2     something, the nuns.  This was about 3.30 or so in the

3     day, 3.45.  When I changed into the altar clothes with

4     , went on in and done the mass, I could see from her

5     face, you know, and I knew what was coming.  So that's

6     exactly what happened.  She pulled me up the stairs.

7     She beat the crap out of me and she cut my hair in the

8     bathroom, and I will take a lie detector test on

9     anything that I have had to say here, you know, but she

10     wouldn't stand here and deny it in front of me.

11 Q.  Well, just to be clear, the Sisters of Nazareth through

12     Sister Brenda -- the congregation that is through Sister

13     Brenda would say that they would accept SR30's account

14     of what took place.

15 A.  They probably would, like, you know, because it is all

16     going to the same place in the end.

17 Q.  Well, paragraph 16, back at this same lengthy paragraph,

18     you talk about working at the front door.  You said:

19         "You had chores to do every morning, which

20     progressed on to me doing the front door parlour.

21     I worked full time out of school."

22         Now that is a mistake, isn't it, HIA41?  You didn't

23     actually work full time.

24 A.  Outside of school.

25 Q.  So it wasn't full time job?
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1 A.  Right.

2 Q.  -- she had charge of.

3 A.  Right.

4 Q.  She said:

5         "The children did help out around the unit with

6     duties such as helping with the dishes, tidying tables,

7     dusting, polishing and chores such as this."

8         Can you say are those the kind of things that you

9     did do as well?

10 A.  Yes.  Emptied the bins, cleaned the budgie cages, done

11     things like that.  Quite happy with that, you know.

12 Q.  She said:

13         "Janitorial duties around the outside of the house

14     would have been carried out by adult staff.  HIA41 did

15     help with tasks such as answering the door, phone and

16     handing out sandwiches through a hatch to poor people

17     between 4.00 and 6.00 pm, activities which were normal

18     and which he appeared to enjoy."

19         So she is saying you did these things, but only

20     between 4 and 6 o'clock.  You say it was longer than

21     that.

22 A.  No.  Well, you see, the nuns would have been away having

23     their meetings and prayers.  They all left the groups,

24     say, from around 4 o'clock to 7 o'clock.  So if anyone

25     in this room came to Nazareth Lodge, you spoke to me
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1     first.  I designated you to a room and then went and got

2     the person you came to see.  So they then had their

3     dinner and whatever up in that quarters.  There was

4     a black phone which had a buzzer on it, which would have

5     buzzed the quarters.  If I didn't get an answer, I would

6     have run up the stairs and rang the bell and waited till

7     one of them came out.  So it was that and at 10 o'clock

8     I put a chain and a lock around the gates and left the

9     key in a right-hand side small drawer where the entry

10     books of children going in and out of Nazareth Lodge was

11     also kept.

12 Q.  Well, Sister Brenda in her statement would say in

13     paragraph 10:

14         "The Sisters do not accept that HIA41 was required

15     to carry out all of the duties he describes or that he

16     acted in some way as a personal secretary to SR30 or, in

17     fact, any other Sister.  He would have been very young

18     at the time ..."

19 A.  Just SR30.

20 Q.  They say you would have been very young at the time.

21     That wouldn't have been appropriate.

22         I know you talk in paragraph 22 to 25 -- maybe we

23     should just go to that at this stage, please.

24     Paragraph 22 is on --

25 CHAIRMAN:  444.
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1         "I saw it and all the boys in the bedroom."

2         You say it was witnessed by NL54.

3         Now just coming back to her statement, I just want

4     to be clear.  This is the nun who, despite what you say

5     about her in this, HIA41, you have a lot of time for

6     this woman.

7 A.  Yes.  I mean, this was the first sort of mother that

8     I had and I had a very close relationship.  There was no

9     part of her day that I wasn't involved in, and anything

10     that needed done, I done it.  I took  from

11     primary school during the day and walked him to the

12     clinic at the bottom, way down past Paisley's church.

13     So I was given the responsibility to go to his class in

14     primary school, because I could be trusted to do that,

15     and take him to the clinic appointment and bring him

16     back home.  So you can check that out.  Was there a 

17      went to an ear clinic away down the bottom?  So

18     that was the way it was.  There was no need -- there was

19     no violence in the home amongst the boys.  There was no

20     sexual talk.  There was no -- there was no such a thing

21     as bullying.  They were all family, brothers and sisters

22     that lived in the group, and all of that was great, was

23     pleasant, and it was renovated to hotel standard.

24         Now I think she said somewhere that I got a single

25     room, but I was in two three-bedroom rooms first, which
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1     is where NL7, I would have dressed him and put his

2      on.  Then I was in another room with DL20 and

3     , which -- I have a photograph here of us

4     in the bedroom, which she gave me in 2009.  Then I got

5     a single room.

6         So, no, I suppose I can only look at it that it was

7     just too good to be true.  There was that schizophrenic

8     side to her and there was no let-up or no mercy when she

9     decided to punish.  She flew into rages like

10     schizophrenic.  She didn't go about beating the kids or

11     doing anything like that.  She was quite -- as I say,

12     she was a Julie Andrews character.  She would have had

13     -- done wee plays in the sitting room with us.  She

14     would have played football with us.

15         Then one time I remember we were at the beach and we

16     didn't want to play football with the girls.  So she got

17     out a big bag of Easter eggs and she said, "Well ..."

18     She got me and  to pick teams of girls and

19     boys.  So she was very, very clever, and the winner got

20     the bag of Easter eggs, but we didn't know that there

21     was Easter eggs for everybody, you know.  So there was

22     that side to her.  I would say 80% of her was fantastic,

23     but I am not going to sit here and tell lies, because

24     most of my abuse led to the deception that -- that she

25     played a major role in in just dumping the children and
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1     going to .  She did work in

2     the school, in the primary school when she came and she

3     was mother over our group.

4 Q.  She says that in her statements, that she was in with

5     a group of children in Nazareth Lodge from '74 to '80

6     and also a teacher in the primary school.  In that

7     regard your recollection is correct.  She did go to

8      one evening a week.  She says SR46 did not

9     take over until after she had left in 1980.

10 A.  No, that's a complete lie.  I have a -- from Hammersmith

11     Road I have the time SR30 -- you have just stated 

12     .  Well, I have a letter here from Hammersmith, which

13     states that SR30 was in Nazareth Lodge from  till

14      and so I knew that was a blatant lie, and one of

15     the other things I can say --

16 Q.  Just --

17 A.  There is it there.  That's clearly printed .

18     I left in May  and she was still there.  There were

19     interaction between De La Salle Boys Home and Nazareth

20     Lodge in the fact that we were brought up there.

21 CHAIRMAN:  Just a moment.  Could we have that, please?

22 MS SMITH:  I think this is in the bundle as part of the

23     civil claim papers, Chairman.

24                           (Handed)

25 CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Yes.  You can sit down again, HIA41.
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