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RESTRICTED (when complete)
Statement of Witness
Statement of:

HIA 33

Age of Witness:

Over 18

(if over 18 insert ‘over 18’)

I declare that this statement consisting of 4 page/s, each signed by me is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence at a preliminary enquiry or at the trial of any person, I
shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be
true.
Signature of Witness:
Date: 07/05/10
HIA 33
Service/Staff # if police/staff

Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)

Signature of Member:

L Robinson

by whom statement was
recorded or received

PW1641

Date:

28/04/10

Service/Staff # if police/staff

I was fostered out of the Nazareth Lodge in 1939 when I was one year old and I was brought up
near the village of Loughinisland in Co Down. My foster mother died in February 1951 when I
was 12 years old and after she died I continued attending school at Loughinisland for a couple of

Certified a true copy of an original signed document

months and I was being looked after by my foster mother’s husband. Around May 1951 the
Welfare Authorities called at the school and I was bundled into a car and brought to the Nazareth
Lodge on the Ravenhill Road in Belfast. I was given the number of 128. The nun whose care I
was put was

SR 118

, the first thing she said was I’d better behave otherwise I would be

sent to Milltown Christian Brother’s Home which was a borstal. My bedroom was in the attic,
because of overcrowding two boys had to share one bed, usually brothers. After a few nights I
wet the bed and I was made to take a beating and to go through the routine of having to take a
bath with Jeyes Fluid added. We were made to sleep on our back with our arms crossed in the
form of a cross, this rule had to be strictly administered and on the occasions when I broke this
rule I had to kneel by the side of my bed, sometimes for an hour at a time.

SR 118

had

nominated ‘class boys’, these boys were our own age but were free to beat us whenever they felt
like it. They also reported any misbehaviour to

SR 118

who would take their word for it

and dish out the punishment herself. For talking in the dormitory after lights out (which was

Signature of witness:
Signature witnessed by:
(Appropriate Adult)
38/36 (2007)

(if applicable)
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