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Introduction 
1. The following report was written as I was about to leave the care of the 

Western Education Library social services Board (WELSSB) this report was 

completed by my social worker at this time, , on 01/05/1981. 

The purpose of this report was to support an application for emergency 

housing under the provision of group A2 of the Northern Ireland Housing 

Executive selection scheme.  

Throughout this report  reveals attitudes he held about me that I 

believe influenced the service I received from him as my allocated social 

worker from October 1979 until July 1981. It also provides an insight into the 

opinions and judgements he made about me as a young person up to the age 

of 18 years old.  

However there are many inaccuracies, omissions and untruths in this report in 

fact too many for me to simply ignore. In order to correct this I intend to 

answer them by adding my own comments highlighted in Arial font after each 

paragraph to follow after Mr ’s report which was originally typed in 

black Times New Roman font.   

The prospect of a judicial inquiry into the Children’s homes system in Northern 

Ireland has presented me the only opportunity I will ever have to answer Mr 

’s report and the views he held about me.  I simply cannot allow this 

report be the only evidence of my childhood.  

I obtained a copy of this report after I contacted  in August 2002, 

who was the manager of  when this report was written in 1981. 

 had previously been my social worker before . I 

had originally requested to see my social services file in August 2002 

eventually I was invited to do this by  in March 2003. 

I met  on 07/03/2003 when I viewed my file; his comment to me 

on this occasion was that he felt that 

 “This department had looked after you and your family very well” my reply to 

him was “that was not my experience”.  
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I remain unconvinced that anything otherwise positive will really come from 
the HIA other than it will hopefully document what actually happened in the 
various children’s’ homes in Northern Ireland. I am eternally grateful to the 
people in my past who have shown me some kindness and I would always 
endeavour to repay this kindness. I am amazed and grateful at the energy 
and tenacity of Margaret McGuckin and the members of SAVIA who brought 
this issue to the attention of the media in Northern Ireland and anyone who 
has supported the HIA.  

Recently I met with  and  for the first time in 27 years 
these two brothers are definitely survivors they explained their total distrust of 
the other older ex Termonbacca boys, excluding me, a point of view I also 
share. They told me separately that they would wake up a night only to be 
woken up by being sexually attacked by 4 other older residents possibly ex 
residents of Termonbacca. They explained that they would take turns to stay 
awake and keep guard however they would usually end up being over 
powered. I had suspected this was had been the case and until this 
discussion which confirmed it. This definitely did not happen when I shared 
their room I believe this started after December 1979 when I had left 
Termonbacca. The single room that  had given me was only a 
couple of doors away I would have heard anything also as I was 16 years old 
my bedtime was 9.30pm.  

It also offers an explanation as to why I was threatened after the article 
appeared in the Derry Journal article in October 2002. In March 2003 I went 
back to Derry with my godchildren’s father, , to view my social 
service records  on arriving in Derry by chance we had been 
approached by another ex Termonbacca boy. This person usually would greet 
me very warmly however on this occasion he simply said that he was going to 
get the boys which I understood as meaning the IRA and have us ‘done’. I 
believed him because I know he had connections to the IRA.  told me 
recently that that day in March 2003 was the most frightened that he had ever 
been. when I asked I  in 2012 him why these older boys 
were so hostile to me for such a long time he told me that it was because they 
were in denial I simply replied that ‘I was never in denial I was in a rage’. 
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