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7. On conducting a detailed review of the records I have found further material relating to three 

complaints made to the diocese directly (i.e. they did not come to us via a solicitor acting on 

behalf of a complainant). 

a. One of these, that of  made in February 2010, contained 

concerns and suspicions and was not an allegation of abuse as such. Later, on 19 

March 2010, made allegations of abuse in vague terms against Brendan 

Smyth in a meeting with Bishop O'Reilly. He indicated he thought these things 

happened 'in the late sixties or early seventies'. He was invited to make a full 

statement to the Designated Liaison Person of the diocese but did not do so. He was 

also encouraged to report the matter to the Gárda Síochána. 

b. The second was a report by a priest,  who told me that he had 

received a complaint from a woman around 1973 that her 14 year old daughter had 

been abused by Brendan Smyth. said he informed Bishop 

MacKiernan about the alleged abuse.   

c. The third is an allegation by a man called  now in his seventies and living 

in , that he was abused by Brendan Smyth when he was an altar server in 

Kilnacrott around 1955. I understand this allegation may be the subject of legal 

proceedings against either the Norbertines or the  diocese of Kilmore, or both.

Smyth indicated that he told his then teacher at that time Father Mackiernan (later the 

bishop),  there are no documents to support this. 

 

These records are submitted with this statement. With the addition of these documents, I 

hope that all the information in the possession of the diocese by way of documentary records 

(that is not the subject of legal proceedings or other constraints) has been provided.  I 

understand that if any further material does come into my possession I should pass this to the 

Inquiry.  I make the following statement based on these records and on what I have learned 

from my investigations..  

 

8. In relation to the crimes of sexual abuse perpetrated by Brendan Smyth, the first record in the 

diocesan files of awareness of them by the bishop of the diocese is in regard to events during 

March-April 1975. A young boy in (BB) made a complaint of abuse to a

priest,  who was associated with a local youth club. seems to 

have intended first to contact the Abbot of Kilnacrott, Fr Kevin Smith, who was Brendan 

Smyth's superior,  to report the matter to him. For some reason he contacted Bishop Francis 
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MacKiernan sent a letter to him, for the lady, telling her that the Abbot of Kilnacrott had told 

him that Fr Smyth had been treated by a psychiatrist and that she could be assured that this 

would not happen again. He said he passed the letter on to the lady.  We can find no record 

of that letter in our records and the priest did not keep a copy.  As he cannot recall this lady’s 

name we cannot trace this matter any further at present. 

 

15. Another complainant,  (cf 7 c above) who first made an allegation to the diocese 

on 25 May 2012, has stated that he was abused by Brendan Smyth when he was 11 or 12 

around 1955. He says that when he was a student of a couple of 

years later, he told a priest on the staff of the college, Fr Francis MacKiernan (who was later 

Bishop MacKiernan) about the abuse. That would have been 1957. 

 

16. After the 1975 investigations of Brendan Smyth and the actions taken by Bishop MacKiernan 

there is no further record relating to Brendan Smyth in our archive until 1984. The Abbot had 

assured the Bishop that the appropriate steps were being taken. The lack of any further 

reports in the files of the diocese suggests that the diocese believed that the appropriate 

steps had been taken.  

 

17. On 20 August 1984 Brendan Smyth wrote to Bishop MacKiernan asking that his faculties be 

restored and saying that his Superior (the Abbot) had proposed this. There is no record of 

communications between the Abbot and Bishop MacKiernan in the archives, but Bishop 

MacKiernan later confirmed that he had consulted with the Abbot and that he was satisfied 

that there did not appear to have been any further occurrences similar to those previously 

complained of and, in the circumstances, Bishop MacKiernan restored his faculties for a 

period of six months. In response to subsequent requests, faculties were extended for further 

six months periods and later for one year periods, until the final withdrawal of faculties was 

made on 18 December 1993.  The limited nature of the return of faculties suggests that 

Bishop McKiernan wanted to monitor Brendan Smyth to ensure he did not come up in any 

further complaints but that he believed that the treatment discussed had taken place and 

that it had worked. 

 

18. When we consider the steps taken in 1975 against the knowledge that we have now, it is 

clear that the necessary and appropriate steps were not taken to stop Brendan Smyth from 

reoffending.   
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Father Brady does not recall having retained any of the documents and it is 

therefore likely that the full records are now with the Diocese of Kilmore and are in the 

possession of the Inquiry. 

 

13.  There are records which show that Bishop MacKiernan met Fr Kevin Smith, the Abbot of 

Kilnacrott, on 12 April 1975 around 2 weeks from the complaint being received to make him 

aware of the findings of the inquiries and to tell him that he was withdrawing Brendan 

Smyth's faculties. In his memo of this meeting dated 20 April, Bishop MacKiernan says: "I 

have withdrawn his faculties to hear Confessions". In a letter of 18 April 1975 to the Abbot,  

Bishop MacKiernan says: "I hereby withdraw the faculties of the diocese from Rev. B. G. Smith 

[sic]".  He asked the Abbot to communicate this decision to Brendan Smyth. Bishop 

MacKiernan uses the phrases 'faculties to hear confessions' and 'faculties of the diocese' 

interchangeably. The faculties of the diocese would include permission to celebrate public 

Masses, preach and administer other sacraments, as well as the faculty to hear Confessions. 

However, 'faculties to hear Confessions' appears to have been understood in this wider sense 

generally, but, strictly speaking it would apply only to the Sacrament of Penance 

(Confessions). 

 

In a memo of the meeting of 12 April, which is dated 20 April 1975, Bishop MacKiernan states 

that the Abbot indicated knowledge of previous 'lapses' and that Brendan Smyth had 

received psychiatric treatment under a  of St Patrick's Hospital. The Abbot said that 

 refused to discuss the case with him.  Bishop MacKiernan recommended consulting 

the St John of God Brothers who in turn recommended he be sent to the Paraclete Fathers, in 

Gloucester  under a Dr McGrath.  The diocese cannot help further on what treatment or 

referrals did take place as they have no records of any of these. I understand that both these 

institutions specialised in the treatment of addictions generally as well as of other psychiatric 

disorders. 

 

14. There is some evidence that Bishop MacKiernan may have been aware of Brendan Smyth's 

activities earlier than 1975, but there is no contemporaneous record of it in the archives of 

the diocese. A priest of the diocese,  (see 7 b above) says that he reported 

a complaint made to him by a woman (he cannot recall her name) in the , Co Cavan, 

area, that her daughter was abused by Brendan Smyth when she was about 14.  

 said that the bishop reported it to the Abbot of Kilnacrott who had told the 

bishop that he would send him to a psychiatrist. According to , Bishop 
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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SR 46

HIA 363

SR 148

SR 2

SR 2

SR 29 SR 29

SR 205

SR 205

NL 152



FBS-006OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SR 2

SR 206

SR 191



FBS-007OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA 10




