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1     -- I said, "Brendan, you are the only person who can be

2     heard.  You know, you've just dominated this entire

3     meeting.  Why don't you just shut up and give somebody

4     else a chance to speak?"  He went quiet again, and at

5     the end of the Chapter the abbot said to me, "Oh, that

6     was wonderful".  He said, "You know, you should have

7     been here for years to pull Brendan into place".

8     I said, "Why didn't you do it?"

9 Q.  This is Kevin Smith you are talking about?

10 A.  Yes.  He said, "I couldn't do it", he said.  "He'd roar

11     me out the door".

12 Q.  So it is accurate to say that the man -- he had presence

13     that other adults found difficult to handle.

14 A.  Yes.  It was like almost a kind of -- the way the

15     newspaper keeps presenting that photograph, like a kind

16     of diabolical power, you know.  He was a scary

17     individual.

18 Q.  You explain then in paragraph 25 the incident with the

19     choir.  You were going to shut the choir down.

20 A.  Yes.  They were hopeless.  I mean, they were not good

21     singers.  There were adults who did sing in the choir

22     who were being put off tune by these kids, and he was

23     bringing a car load of little girls and they could be

24     from 6 to -- 6 to 11 maybe, and they sang like cats, you

25     know.  There's no musicality about them at all, and
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1     time to hear my confession?"  Brendan walked straight

2     past him and ignored him.

3         Then within the month -- the old abbot used to call

4     the Brothers in and ask, "How are things going?"  He

5     said, "Well, good, Father Abbot, except", he said, "one

6     day I asked Father Brendan to go to confession and he

7     just ignored me like I was a piece of dirt".  He said,

8     "It's because he can't.  He can't hear confession.  He

9     can't say mass.  He can't preach.  He can't leave the

10     abbey grounds except in the company of another priest

11     and that's because he fiddled about with children in

12     Rome".

13 Q.  And this is -- the old Abbot you're talking about is

14     Abbot Colwell?

15 A.  Colwell, yes.

16 Q.  So one of the difficulties -- and you've explained this

17     in the statement -- is that there are not records from

18     Abbot Colwell's time as abbot in Kilnacrott.

19 A.  No, he didn't keep, or when he died, maybe his

20     council minutes were burnt or something.  That was

21     fairly common.

22 Q.  But what you are clear about is that you were being told

23     that during Abbot Colwell's lifetime he had -- having

24     become aware of Brendan Smyth molesting children in

25     Rome, he had placed sanctions on his movements and his
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1 Q.  You can't find any other material that backs up the

2     suggestion that there's been a discussion?

3 A.  No.  I have contacted the Abbot General, the current

4     Abbot General, this week.  I haven't been able to get

5     him, but I know from him that there are no -- there are

6     no records in the generalate about correspondence

7     regarding Brendan Smyth or any recommendations given.

8     So I really doubt that that is accurate.

9 Q.  There appears to have been -- and maybe you have

10     answered this -- at various times some suggestion of

11     reprimanding him in some way, taking some sort of step

12     to curtail him, thinking about taking his car off him,

13     thinking about laicisation, but really -- and I think

14     you accept this yourself in the statement, and we will

15     come to the things that you accept -- there wasn't

16     really a determined effort to properly deal with this

17     man.

18 A.  Not at all, no.  It was pathetic really.  In fact, one

19     time it is laughable where it says that he -- he was

20     accused and accepted that he was guilty of sexually

21     interfering with a boy, and his faculties, his public

22     functioning as a priest, was taken off him for two

23     weeks.  Two weeks?  It should have been the rest of his

24     life, you know.  Two weeks.  It's just baffling.

25 Q.  What I want to ask you, if we can look at 860, this was
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1     a stipend, which was considerably less than what you had

2     to pay a lay teacher, regardless of qualifications.

3         So one of the Fathers said, "Well, you know, why

4     don't we get someone from Kilnacrott?"  The headmaster

5     said, "Great.  Who?"  He said, "Brendan Smyth", and he

6     said, "Absolutely not", and he said, "You know, we have

7     had to dismiss a teacher here for interference with one

8     of the boys".  He said, "I'm not having that fellow in

9     this place".  So he knew about Brendan's proclivities in

10     1973.

11 Q.  That's what I am coming to, because what that anecdotal

12     -- your memory of this conversation reveals is that,

13     while this priory was a house connected to Kilnacrott,

14     Smyth's activity was well-known within the Order --

15 A.  Oh, yes.

16 Q.  -- by this time.

17 A.  As you see elsewhere, he was even commented about by the

18     parish priest of Corpus Christi in Manchester in

19     England, Father Cross, who said he should never have

20     been ordained.

21 Q.  Are you able to date when the -- that particular --

22 A.  There is a reference to Father Cross in here.

23 Q.  Maybe it is something we can come back to.  I am not

24     sure I have been able to find a date for when Father

25     Cross --
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1 Q.  Yes, and we understood from what you said that, in fact,

2     it was Abbot Colwell who had arranged for Brendan Smyth

3     to go to the Purdysburn Hospital --

4 A.  Uh-huh.

5 Q.  -- in Belfast to receive some form of treatment.

6 A.  That's correct.

7 Q.  We know that was the late 1960s.

8         Can I ask you now a different question?  We have

9     heard quite a lot, and indeed you referred to it

10     yourself when you told us about the practice he had of

11     having lots and lots of sweets in the car.  He was

12     permitted to have his own car, was he?

13 A.  That I don't understand.  He must have, because it was

14     never brought up as a complaint against him having a

15     car, but Kilnacrott always had a bit of a reputation in

16     the Order.  There was one abbot who would conduct a

17     canonical visitation.  So every six years the General

18     Chapter appoints priests who inspect each abbey and

19     report back to the General Chapter whether they are

20     living the life.

21 Q.  Yes.

22 A.  This Abbot said to me, "Of course, you know, at

23     Kilnacrott when you are ordained, you get a car and

24     a cheque book" and I said, "What?" and he said, "Well,

25     they all seem to have a car and they are not all
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1     community cars", and he said, "They have a solemn vow of

2     poverty, which means that every penny they earn is

3     handed in, and they would keep maybe £50 or something to

4     not be embarrassed if they had to take someone out for

5     dinner or something, but they have no right to bank

6     accounts" --

7 Q.  Yes.

8 A.  -- and he said, "You know, I have seen them here", he

9     said, "when they're visited.  You know, they are signing

10     cheques".

11 Q.  Well, that's exactly what I was going to ask you,

12     because one of the vows he would be taken was one of

13     poverty.  Isn't that right?

14 A.  Poverty.  Exactly.

15 Q.  Other than having essentially some form of pocket money

16     I take it from what you say the general rule of the

17     Order is he should have not have had access to private

18     funds of that nature.

19 A.  Exactly.  Exactly.  So he violated the vows of poverty

20     and chastity and obedience.

21 Q.  Yes.  He does refer in one of the documents we were

22     looking at just before lunch to having the car

23     registered in his own name in Northern Ireland.  So

24     whether it was, as it were, a car he had been given by

25     the abbey or one that he'd bought from his own
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1     Panel again it runs from 70152 to 70161 in the bundle.

2     In it he describes being frightened, that it felt like

3     an inquisition, that some of the questions were

4     inappropriate in his view as an adult reflecting back.

5     He felt it was all about him and what was his fault,

6     that the blame and the shame was being put back on him.

7         I was discussing with you this morning that that

8     wasn't the purpose for which you went to talk to him,

9     but you now, looking back, can appreciate, although you

10     went for the purpose of gathering evidence to be able to

11     assist with dealing with Smyth, you could recognise how

12     what was done may have had that impact on a 14-year-old.

13 A.  Yes, I can.  Looking back -- at the time I was dealing

14     with 14-year-olds.  I wouldn't -- I don't think I would

15     be intimidating them, but I can see that the situation

16     was intimidating for a 14-year-old, and his father

17     should have been present, but we were following probably

18     too closely the marriage tribunal procedures loosely.

19 Q.  That would have been -- just to give that context, the

20     marriage tribunals, you would have taken the evidence

21     from the person --

22 A.  On their own.

23 Q.  -- on their own.

24 A.  Yes.

25 Q.  They would have confirmed confidentiality --
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1     other fellow and the two girls were abused.  I thought

2     he was just filling out the context.

3 Q.  Yes.  I think that on reflection you probably can see

4     that he was telling a bit more than that in the record.

5 A.  Uh-huh.  Yes.

6 Q.  I am not going to -- I don't think there is any merit in

7     us parsing that today --

8 A.  Yes.

9 Q.  -- but he certainly seems to be signalling another boy.

10     Regardless of whether the other boy was abused or not,

11     it doesn't or didn't at the time engage anyone's thought

12     process that they should find out about these children,

13     get in touch with them, check them?

14 A.  Unfortunately, no.

15 Q.  On reflection that's something that should have

16     happened?

17 A.  Yes, certainly.

18 Q.  When we look at the next page, 10012, please, top of the

19     page, he is asked what Brendan Smyth did to him and he

20     describes what he did in terms of having him open his

21     zip and vice versa.  Then he is asked this question:

22         "Did you like this?"

23         Now I presume today, looking back, you look at that

24     question and cringe in horror --

25 A.  Absolutely.
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1     existed in the church at the time, and we talked about

2     the crimen of 1962, which wouldn't necessarily have been

3     something you'd received --

4 A.  Uh-huh.

5 Q.  -- but the ethos behind it of things being secret, done

6     in quiet, kept under wraps, that ethos existed, never

7     mind what was in the '62 document.  Is that fair?

8 A.  Absolutely, yes.  I mean, the church calls this --

9     speaks about "the unspeakable crime".  We don't speak

10     about these crimes, and that impacted very much on

11     people conducting these kind of investigations.  They

12     were warned not to speak of them, not -- there was

13     a confidentiality resting upon us too, and -- what was

14     the question?

15 Q.  The nature of --

16 A.  Yes, the nature of the thing.

17 Q.  -- being in secret.

18 A.  In fact, that document, crimen sollicitationis, catches

19     the atmosphere well, even though we might not be

20     specifically aware of it, but it was the question at the

21     time.  There was a shroud of secrecy and confidentiality

22     with a view to -- about not destroying the good name of

23     the church.  The scandal that somebody who was ordained

24     to serve people should so abuse the trust as for their

25     own pleasure was appalling and it was -- and to offset
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1     that scandal it was kept very secret, very, very secret,

2     and everybody involved in it -- I mean-- were bound to

3     secrecy too.

4 Q.  I suppose -- I was asking you earlier in the specific

5     context of the questions that were asked that they

6     created the impression of and achieved the opposite of

7     what they were meant to achieve.

8 A.  Yes.

9 Q.  In a way what you are describing now in a broader

10     context that's the same, that the purpose of the secrecy

11     to protect the good name of the church --

12 A.  That's correct.

13 Q.  -- the consequence of it has had the exact opposite

14     effect --

15 A.  Uh-huh.  Yes.

16 Q.  -- which is why here we are in 2015 --

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  -- dealing with these types of things, with new material

19     still becoming available --

20 A.  Yes, yes.

21 Q.  -- as to what exactly occurred.

22         But going back to -- you bring this report, whether

23     you brought him the handwritten report by then or the

24     typed version, which we will come to see, but if we look

25     at the bottom of this document just for now, we can see



FBS-998OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL



FBS-40626OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL



24. In the memo of the meeting of 12 April, Bishop MacKiernan states that the Abbot 

indicated knowledge of previous 'lapses' and that Brendan Smyth had received 

psychiatric treatment under a Dr Moore of St Patrick's Hospital. The Abbot said that 

Dr Moore refused to discuss the case with him which, as has transpires in the 

documentation provided by St Patrick’s hospital Dublin was untrue.  Bishop 

McKiernan’s “solution”(which was wholly inadequate) in recommending consulting 

he be sent to the Paraclete Fathers, in Gloucester displayed an ignorance of the 

recidivist nature of paedophiles and a mistaken belief that they could be “cured”. 

 

25. Fr Smyth was repeatedly placed in the care of psychiatrists during the period of 

1968 to 1994 and as early as February 1974 Smyth received a firm diagnosis from Dr 

Moore of paedophilia. That said report also highlighted awareness of “recurring 

problems no matter where he has been stationed” and the existence of psychosexual 

difficulties for many years and concluded with a guarded prognosis.  Unfortunately no 

evidence has been adduced to identify what, if any, steps were considered or taken by 

the medical professionals in minimising the risk of Fr Smyth or safeguarding children.  

In fact it appears that Fr Smyth may have been admitted as an inpatient by his 

psychiatrist to satisfy the Garda Siochana in Finglas in October 1973.  

 

26. On 20 August 1984 Fr Smyth wrote to Bishop MacKiernan asking that his 

faculties be restored. Bishop MacKiernan appears to restore Fr Smyth’s faculties for a 

period of six months on confirming with Abbot Smith there had been no further 

occurrences of Smyth’s behaviours. In response to subsequent requests, faculties were 

extended for further six months periods and later for one-year periods, until the final 

withdrawal of faculties was made on 18 December 1993.  The limited nature of the 

return of faculties is unusual and may suggest that Bishop McKiernan wished to 

monitor Fr Smyth in some way.  It is also submitted that the renewal of the faculties 

until 1993 suggests that Bishop McKiernan may have been unaware of any further 

offending and the police investigations in Northern Ireland. 

 

27. When we consider the steps taken in 1975 against the knowledge that we have 

now, it is clear that the necessary and appropriate steps were not taken to stop 

Brendan Smyth from reoffending and the removal of faculties was a wholly 

ineffectual way to do this.   
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19. The Diocese would accept that the failure of Bishop MacKiernan to report the matter to the 

civil authorities or to ensure that the matter was reported by Abbot Smith to the civil 

authorities was a failing on his part. In the light of what is now known about Brendan Smyth 

and about the compulsive nature of paedophilia, it is clear that the diocese should also have 

informed the civil authorities in the jurisdictions where those children lived. These children 

were named in the reports as having also taken part in excursions with Brendan Smyth.  

There is nothing in the files which throws any further light on the question of why the names 

of the other children  were included in the reports of the investigations.  

 

20. The diocese of Kilmore now has a comprehensive safeguarding children policy and 

procedures in place. The diocese has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland, committing it to 

adopting and following the "Standards and Guidance" protocols of 2009 and updated 

regularly since then to take account of new legislation and new developments in 

safeguarding policy and practice. The diocese of Kilmore employs a full-time Co-ordinator of 

Safeguarding who reports to the Kilmore Diocesan Safeguarding Committee. She is assisted 

in her role of training and monitoring by a trained volunteer.  

 

Each parish has at least one Safeguarding Representative, who oversees safeguarding policy 

and practice in the various parish activities. These representatives receive regular training and 

they in turn train the leaders of youth activities in the parishes. There are strict recruitment 

procedures in place for all those involved in any way with ministry to children. There is close 

liaison between the safeguarding representatives and the parish pastoral council. There is an 

annual audit of the implementation of policy and procedures in parishes. 

 

In regard to responding to allegations of abuse, the Co-ordinator of Safeguarding in the 

diocese acts as the Designated Liaison person who receives reports and allegations of abuse 

and responds to them. She is assisted by a priest who is Assistant Designated Person. The 

diocese has for many years joined with the neighbouring dioceses of Ardagh and 

Clonmacnois and Clogher to establish a joint Advisory Panel. This Panel provides advice and 

guidance in relation to all complaints received and it is made up of people with expertise in 

childcare, civil and canon law, and other relevant disciplines.  

The diocese also consults the National Office for Safeguarding Children for advice as the 

need arises. It subscribes to the services of the National Case Management Reference Group 
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28. Cardinal Brady recounted that he did not recall hearing of Fr Smyth during the 

remainder of his time in Cavan or during his subsequent period in Rome from 1980-

1993.  He has taken pains to outline his distinct roles in this module as in 1975 he was 

a priest of Kilmore as distinct from position from 2007 as Cardinal.  

  

29. The Diocese and Fr Brady accept that the failure of Bishop MacKiernan to report 

the matter to the civil authorities or to ensure that the matter was reported by Abbot 

Smith to the civil authorities was contrary to the standards employed as a matter of 

course today and was a failing. The diocese should also have informed the civil 

authorities in the jurisdictions where the children named as taking part in excursions 

with Fr Smyth lived. These children were named in the reports as having also taken 

part in excursions with Brendan Smyth. 

 

30. The Diocese of Kilmore now has a comprehensive safeguarding children policy 

and procedures in place and has set out full details of these in their statement to the 

Inquiry.  The National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in 

2010 highly commended the Diocese for its safeguarding practice. Cardinal Brady in 

his statement of 11 June highlights the evolution of the Church’s safeguarding 

policies 

31. The controversy and drama surrounding the public emergence of the Fr Brendan 

Smyth case in 1994 brought clerical child sexual abuse to public attention. It is 

probable that this was the first time that many members of the public became aware of 

the possibility of clerical child sexual abuse.  It appears that this notion of 

“clericalism” as first espoused during this module by Fr Fitzgerald of the Norbertine 

Order may have resonated in the actions (or inactions) of the medical profession and 

the civil authorities, as exemplified by Superintendent Timoney’s reluctance, in May 

1991 to effect a prosecution against Smyth. 

32. The Huston Report 1992 made recommendations that the state completely 

overhaul its procedures, protocols and safeguarding strategies to counteract the 

predatory behaviour of paedophiles. It highlighted the  “paramountcy of child 
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1     good things and to correct the bad things that happen

2     according to the constitutions.

3 Q.  They would report back then to the --

4 A.  Their written report is available at the General

5     Chapter.

6 Q.  If they were to find an abbey that they were concerned

7     about in terms of things like having cars or money, or

8     indeed how they were dealing with somebody who was

9     abusing children, would that be discussed at the

10     Chapter?

11 A.  Yes, it would.

12 Q.  You talked about the Abbot General only being able to

13     intervene in extreme circumstances.

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  Would that not be sufficient to be considered extreme if

16     there was a view --

17 A.  If there was wholesale violation of the vows and

18     wholesale violation of the constitutions, certainly,

19     yes.

20 Q.  Has that ever happened to you?

21 A.  Oh, yes.  I was at a -- I was at a General Chapter where

22     an abbot was denounced at the Chapter because he had

23     a mistress living on a yacht in the Bay of Nice --

24 Q.  Right.

25 A.  -- and he was sailing around the Mediterranean with her.
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1     Someone asked him at the Chapter.  He said, "What

2     business is it of yours?", he said.

3 Q.  But there was the potential to deal with him and he was

4     dealt with?

5 A.  Oh, he was dealt with.  He was removed at that Chapter.

6 Q.  So do you think that in relation to the Chapter their

7     awareness of Brendan Smyth and how he was being dealt

8     with, that wasn't felt sufficiently --

9 A.  Never -- it was never on the radar screen.

10 Q.  You don't think that was ever on the --

11 A.  At a General Chapter, no.  I was at two General

12     Chapters, 1988 and another one since, and there was no

13     mention.

14 Q.  So it would be fair to say there was no mention, but not

15     that it wasn't on the radar, because --

16 A.  Oh, there would be people there who knew.

17 Q.  -- there were people who would have known, but didn't

18     actually feel it was necessary to bring it up to be

19     discussed?

20 A.  Yes, yes.

21 Q.  Can I just -- I mean, I understand the issue about

22     priests having days off and it is their own day off, but

23     in relation to Brendan Smyth it was clear that he was

24     going off to do retreats in Finglas and for the Nazareth

25     Sisters in Belfast.  So he was representing the Order
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1     I just said, "This is appalling".  You know, I said,

2     "This is distracting.  So there'll be no more children's

3     choir".  "You're making a big mistake", and I said,

4     "Well, leave the mistake to me".

5 Q.  So it would be fair to say you and him didn't have

6     a warm relationship between you.

7 A.  Not a warm relationship, though when he used to go to

8     Belfast frequently, he'd say, "Can I get you anything?"

9     and I liked -- I liked beef sausages, which I couldn't

10     get in -- round Cavan.  So he'd always bring me back

11     beef sausages from Belfast, but that's the extent of the

12     good relationship.

13 Q.  You were explaining to me on the subject of food that it

14     -- and, of course, this is difficult, and we are going

15     to come to how it ended up being that this group of men

16     thought as they did, and we talked about that earlier,

17     but you were saying to me there was a joke about -- by

18     some that if you ever wanted a sweet, you only had to go

19     to his car.

20 A.  Yes, yes.  He -- the boot of his car was -- literally

21     the whole area was full of sweets, candy, you know.

22     I mean, you couldn't have put a suitcase in there if you

23     had to take someone to the airport.  It was full of

24     candy and that was his tool in dealing with children,

25     and the seminarians of the abbey, the juniors in
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1     formation, used to joke and just say, "Hey, if you --

2     you don't have to go to town to buy sweets.  Just go out

3     and pop the boot of Brendan's car.  It is full of them".

4 Q.  Was it known amongst you why he had the sweets in the

5     car?

6 A.  They knew that he -- they knew that he had this thing

7     for kids.  Now how much -- I don't think the young men

8     in formation were brought into the full realisation of

9     what was going on, but they just said, you know, "Like

10     he is so nice to kids and so terrible to everybody

11     else", you know.

12 Q.  Father, we were talking earlier, and I want to try and

13     help you explain this for the Panel, because we were

14     agreeing that from biblical times molesting children was

15     known to be heinously wrong.

16 A.  Yes, absolutely.

17 Q.  You were talking about how in the canon law it's

18     heinously wrong.

19 A.  Yes, yes.  I mean, the 6th Commandment, you know,

20     forbids serious sins of the flesh as mortal sins that

21     are damning to hell, you know, and unrepented --

22     unrepented carnal sins like that -- you know, what

23     I found puzzling was that something that could send

24     a person's soul to hell for eternity, they could be left

25     in a position where they are allowed to perpetrate that
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MacKiernan sent a letter to him, for the lady, telling her that the Abbot of Kilnacrott had told 

him that Fr Smyth had been treated by a psychiatrist and that she could be assured that this 

would not happen again. He said he passed the letter on to the lady.  We can find no record 

of that letter in our records and the priest did not keep a copy.  As he cannot recall this lady’s 

name we cannot trace this matter any further at present. 

 

15. Another complainant,  (cf 7 c above) who first made an allegation to the diocese 

on 25 May 2012, has stated that he was abused by Brendan Smyth when he was 11 or 12 

around 1955. He says that when he was a student of St Patrick's College, Cavan a couple of 

years later, he told a priest on the staff of the college, Fr Francis MacKiernan (who was later 

Bishop MacKiernan) about the abuse. That would have been 1957. 

 

16. After the 1975 investigations of Brendan Smyth and the actions taken by Bishop MacKiernan 

there is no further record relating to Brendan Smyth in our archive until 1984. The Abbot had 

assured the Bishop that the appropriate steps were being taken. The lack of any further 

reports in the files of the diocese suggests that the diocese believed that the appropriate 

steps had been taken.  

 

17. On 20 August 1984 Brendan Smyth wrote to Bishop MacKiernan asking that his faculties be 

restored and saying that his Superior (the Abbot) had proposed this. There is no record of 

communications between the Abbot and Bishop MacKiernan in the archives, but Bishop 

MacKiernan later confirmed that he had consulted with the Abbot and that he was satisfied 

that there did not appear to have been any further occurrences similar to those previously 

complained of and, in the circumstances, Bishop MacKiernan restored his faculties for a 

period of six months. In response to subsequent requests, faculties were extended for further 

six months periods and later for one year periods, until the final withdrawal of faculties was 

made on 18 December 1993.  The limited nature of the return of faculties suggests that 

Bishop McKiernan wanted to monitor Brendan Smyth to ensure he did not come up in any 

further complaints but that he believed that the treatment discussed had taken place and 

that it had worked. 

 

18. When we consider the steps taken in 1975 against the knowledge that we have now, it is 

clear that the necessary and appropriate steps were not taken to stop Brendan Smyth from 

reoffending.   
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1     harmed and who continue to suffer."

2         So you are making your position very clear and

3     saying "Sorry" for the failings of those who went before

4     you.

5 A.  Indeed, you know, and it's -- I mean, it's the sort of

6     thing that -- it gives a lot of us sleepless nights, you

7     know, at times, just to think of -- it is more thinking

8     of the suffering of the people who are still here.

9         You know, the youngest victim of Brendan Smyth that

10     I know of is 28 years of age.  She is going to be around

11     for another 60 years maybe or longer, and every day of

12     her life the horrible spectre of that man will be in her

13     mind and what he did.  How can -- how can anyone return

14     anything to -- I mean, like give her 100 million Euros.

15     It would do nothing to repair any damage that has been

16     done to her.  It's unspeakable, unspeakable.

17 Q.  Father, I am not going to ask you any more questions.

18     If you'll do me the courtesy of remaining where you are

19     just for a short time, the Panel Members may want to ask

20     you something.  So just bear with us --

21 A.  Sure.

22 Q.  -- for a short period of time.  Thank you.

23                   Questions from THE PANEL

24 CHAIRMAN:  Father Fitzgerald, you have been very frank with

25     us as to the failings of the Norbertine Order.  I should




