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 Occurrence No: RM12110336 Police Identification Mark  JL2 

 TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE RECORDED INTERVIEW 

TAPE REF NO:  PERSON INTERVIEWED:       

      ADDRESS: MIGUEL HOUSE, CASTLETOWN, 
PORTLAOISE, LAOIS Ireland 

Master Tape 
Seal Number(s): DOB:  

T0223015A PLACE OF INTERVIEW: GROSVENOR ROAD 

      DATE OF INTERVIEW: 06.03.13 

      TIME COMMENCED:  1107 HOURS TIME TERMINATED:  1127 HOURS 

      INTERVIEWING OFFICERS: OTHER PERSON(S) PRESENT: 

      1 21570 JARLETH LENNON 1 S COLLINS, SOLICITOR 

      2 PW2246 NOELLE GRAY 2       

      3       3       

  

              MADE BY:   

Tape Number and  
Tape Times: T0223015A 

  

This interview is being tape recorded.  It is being in conducted at an interview room at 

Grosvenor Road Station.  The date is the 6th of March 2013 and the time is 1107.  I’m 

Detective Constable Jarleth Lennon attached to the Child Abuse Investigation Unit at Tennent 

Street.   Other officer present is – Detective Constable Noelle Gray also attached to the Child 

Abuse Investigation Unit at Tennent Street Police Station.  I’m a interviewing, if you could just 

say your full name. 

 . 

 And also present is. 

SOLICITOR Seamus Collins. 

 Okay,  you’ve got Seamus here with you as your legal representation, if you want to 
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speak to him in private at any time during the interview just let us know and we can stop the 

tapes okay.   you’ve attended here voluntarily today in order to answer a number of 

questions about allegations of a sexual nature going back to your time at St Patrick’s training 

college in Belfast.  Before I ask you any questions about that I’m going to caution you.  You 

do not have to say anything but I must caution you that if you do not mention when 

questioned something that you later rely on in court it may harm your defence, if you do say 

anything it will be given in evidence.  Also I’ll remind you that you’re not under arrest you’re 

here voluntarily, you’re not obliged to remain and if you do remain you’ve the right to legal 

advice, do you understand all that. 

 Yes. 

 Okay, as I say these allegations are from your time in St Pat’s, as a teacher in St Patrick’s 

College so if you just explain em, what you’re role was and the times that you were there. 

 I was a Housemaster. 

 Ah ha. 

 And the Housemaster’s role essentially was the care of boys in the school.  

 And what time, what time period were you there please. 

 From  until . 

 And throughout that whole period your role was Housemaster did you have various positions. 

 (Inaudible). 

 You were. 

 And, and a lot of it is em, . 

 Okay and when did you start that role. 

 About  years, maybe  

 Okay. 

 Either about  or  yes. 

 Okay so from  onwards so right from, is that the role you started off in the school as, was as 

Housemaster. 

 Ah ha. 

 And that was the position you held the entire time you were there, was there any other roles 

that you did. 
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 As you know I’m a member of a religious congregation. 

 Yes. 

 And I was appointed  about , say about . 

 Okay, , did you say. 

 Yes. 

 That’s a religious title is that a. 

 Yeah that’s right yes. 

  and what did that involve. 

 The em,  is a community leader. 

 Okay. 

 To put it in a nutshell. 

 Yes, in terms of religious services and so on is that right. 

 Yes and the administration of the community. 

 Okay, the community being the Brothers at St Patrick’s then is that right. 

 Yeah, that’s right yeah. 

 Okay, all right em, in, in 19, around  there was a pupil at, or a boy in the care of St Pat’s 

who was called  does that name sound familiar. 

 It does yes. 

 Yes and what can you tell me about  in his time there with you.   

  was a very unsettled young lad and ah, he, he was a very regular absentee, absconded 

from the school. 

 Okay. 

 And then sometimes picked up by the police, sometimes picked up by staff and returned to 

the school.  Things were very difficult outside because of the civil unrest that had started. 

 Yes. 

 And there was an awful lot of concerns for anybody that would be absent from the school. 

 Ah ha. 

 Purely simply for their safety alone. 

 Yes. 

 But time and time again  absconded and we were left with no option and I repeat no 
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option to but to bring him to the Court and explain to the Magistrate what the situation was. 

 Ah ha. 

 Regarding this boy and eventually he was committed from (inaudible) in other words 

(inaudible) to Borstal. 

 The Borstal being still in St Pat’s then too. 

 No, no, no. 

 No, where was the Borstal. 

 Millisle. 

 In Millisle okay, oh yes okay.  And all right, and what about during the period that he was with 

you at St Pat’s how long was that. 

 I’d want any documentation in front of me, I can’t possibly give you the days and dates 

(inaudible). 

 That’s okay, and he absconded a lot during the period he was with you before he ended up 

being sent to Millisle. 

 Yeah. 

 And what sort of punishment or how did you deal with his behaviour, to prevent it. 

 On in the training school we had a system of rewards and privileges. 

 Okay. 

 For boys they could obtain certain em, marks for, for attending a week and work but there 

(inaudible) or whatever they were at and then they could also obtain certain award of marks 

for behaviour. 

 Ah ha. 

 And (inaudible) those marks they could earn certain privileges, his pocket money was 

determined by the number of marks that he had. 

 Yes. 

 Pocket money was allotted every week, the privilege of going home at weekends, it would 

want to be very serious to, to break him off for weekend leave really he would want to have 

(inaudible) very serious because you would always like youngsters to keep in touch with their 

families. 

 Ah ha. 
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 Right.  Em,  was in (inaudible) when the time came and he had to be brought back to 

the Court and we had to exchange to the Magistrate and I was the one actually doing the 

Courts at the time and em, I remember em, the Magistrate at the time happened to (inaudible) 

at the Juvenile Court for years. 

 Okay. 

 And my case that he said we will adjourn for 10 minutes, he wanted to consult with his legal 

colleagues on the bench and after a while came back and he said we have consulted and he 

said we (inaudible) the school house can’t contain this boy and the concerns and he was 

going onto Borstal training. 

 Okay. 

 He was in Borstal for a period and he decided to appeal and he won his appeal. 

 Ah ha. 

 And that brought him back to the training school. 

 Yeah. 

 And he was fine for a while but then he got itchy feet, he faulted again continuously. 

 Okay, if a, if a boy had absconded and was brought back em, other than dealing with his 

behaviour by way of rewards em, either being provided or withheld such as pocket money or 

whatever were there any other forms of punishment em, for. 

 Well he, he was certainly, he was certainly losing of privilege of open leave for him, a period. 

 Okay, and what about corporal punishment in those days, this was early 70s so I presume it 

was legitimate. 

 It was the resort, the last resort. 

 That was the, so you would always deal with it primarily by. 

 Absolutely. 

 Okay, and was there any sort of you know review done or em em, meeting if they done 

absconding, were they sat down and asked to explain their behaviour or anything. 

 Of course, of course he was. 

 And who would that of been with. 

 The Housemaster who had responsibility for him, each Housemaster had a group. 

 All right and were you ’s Housemaster at that time. 
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 I can’t recall that now at the moment no. 

 Okay. 

 I can’t recall that. 

 All right. 

 But I had the responsibility of going to the Courts. 

 Okay. 

 And that was another part of my role. 

 That was your job and when it came to  em, but you can’t remember if you were his 

Housemaster in. 

 I can’t specifically remember. 

 Okay, em, and when a Housemaster em, had one of the absconder’s returned and sat down 

was that, how did, what was the format of that meeting, how did that go about. 

 We basically would interview the boy and, and talk to him about his, his transgressions and 

what’s the cause, have you problems here. 

 Yeah. 

 Are you being bullied, are there problems outside. 

 And where would these meetings take place. 

 It would have been the Housemaster’s office. 

 Okay and who would usually be present. 

 The Housemaster’s office, there would be 4 at least 4 maybe even 6 desks there and people 

are in and out all the time. 

 Okay so it wasn’t an individual private office per Housemaster. 

 No, no, no, no. 

 You all shared one office. 

 We shared one yeah. 

 Okay, and in that Housemaster’s office the boy was brought. 

 That’s right. 

 And asked to explain his behaviour. 

 Ah ha. 

 And generally there would have been other Housemaster, if not there but certainly coming 
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and going during these meetings. 

 All, all the time. 

 All right. 

 It was the hub of the whole place. 

 Okay do you, did you ever have one of these meetings with . 

 I would of spoken to  time and time again you know about his behaviour and that. 

 Particularly in the lead up to Court. 

 Absolutely yes. 

 Interaction I assume. 

 As I would to, as I would to every boy that was going to Court. 

 Okay. 

 Whether even ones that weren’t going to Court at all but if they were troubled and should we 

say troublesome. 

 Yes, and these, them times that you did speak with  again would that always have been 

in the Housemaster’s office. 

 In, invariably yes. 

 Always there.  Em, okay and can you remember, can you picture any individual incidents that 

you were with  

 Not really. 

 Nothing stands out as any individual, anything different to any other boy. 

 No. 

 Okay, the complaint that we’ve received from  is of the back of his time in St Pat’s and 

the fact that he’d absconded and he does admit that, that he kept running away and he says 

he ran away very often.  And he said when he was brought back em, and he does talk about 

eventually being sent to Borstal so em, he makes allegations that when he was brought back 

he was brought in for an interview with you again like you said.  He doesn’t say where these 

interviews took place em, but that when the 2 of you were alone that you tried to kiss him and 

fondle his private parts and that he punched and kicked at you to defend himself, to prevent 

that happening.  Do you have anything to say about those allegations. 

 Nothing could be further from the truth. 
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 Okay, but did you ever try to kiss him. 

 Never. 

 Okay, did you ever try to fondle his private parts. 

 Never. 

 He goes onto explain that his penis area, did you ever touch him on that area. 

 Never. 

 Did he ever attack you physically. 

 Never. 

 Punch or kick you. 

 Never. 

 Okay, did he ever get in trouble for hitting any member of staff. 

 Not that I know of. 

 Okay.  Em, where was his bedroom at the time or where would the boys have slept. 

 The dormitories. 

 But in. 

 Open dormitories. 

 In open dormitories and how many boys to a dorm. 

 Well maybe 12, 16. 

 Okay and were, you say open dormitories did the rooms have, they were in rooms with 

lockable doors were they. 

 Ah yes, but having said that we have to be very conscious of the fire regulations to. 

 Of course, and did you ever speak to him in his room. 

 It wasn’t his room. 

 In his dormitory I mean. 

 Oh yeah, yeah speak to everybody in the dormitories. 

 You did then. 

 Yeah absolutely. 

 Would there have been times you would have been in the dormitory alone with him. 

 There would have been 15, 16 other boys there. 

 Yes but when I say alone, he on his own with no other boys there. 
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 No, no. 

 That wouldn’t of happened. 

 No. 

 Okay, he. 

 They would have been supervised by night staff. 

 Okay.  He also says that em, when he defended himself from your advances he punched and 

kicked you that you left the room and locked it behind him, did you ever lock him into the 

dormitory. 

 No. 

 Did you ever lock him into the Housemaster’s office. 

 No. 

 Em, he said that this happened a couple of times a day and it maybe happened up to about 

20 times in total. 

 No. 

 And that he retaliated against you because he was stronger than you or sorry stronger he 

says, I think he may mean stronger than he is at the time of this interview.  These are the 

allegations that he’s made against you of the indecent assault is the offence, trying to kiss 

him, trying to touch his private parts in specifically his penis area and you’ve denied any of 

that ever happened. 

 Absolutely. 

 Noelle have you anything to ask – just em, for other people obviously you know maybe further 

down the line other people maybe listening to this interview, can I just ask what St Pat’s is, 

just in case anybody who is maybe listening to this interview would not know what St Pat’s 

was. 

 Sorry. 

 What is St Pat’s, was it a school, was it a training school. 

 A training school. 

 Training school and all young boys. 

 All boys, yes. 

 From what age. 
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O’RIORDAN Oh I’d say 12 to, 12 to 17/18 on admission. 

 Okay, and would that be admission for bad behaviour or something that’s maybe happened at 

home would they have got sent via the Courts to you, to yourself at St Pat’s. 

 The majority of them would, would have been in for offending. 

 Okay. 

 Majority for offending, breaking and entry and taking and driving away. 

 Yeah. 

 A sad whatever. 

 Okay. 

 And a limited number would have been sent in for reasons of care. 

 Okay. 

 Because they had (inaudible) and other institutions that they were in. 

 Okay. 

 But ah, the authorities had out, outgrown them, so troublesome that they couldn’t be managed 

or whatever. 

 Okay. 

 And these authorities would of (inaudible) to the training school (inaudible) 

 Okay and would that of been boys from all over the province would of went. 

 All over Northern Ireland yeah. 

 All over okay, that’s okay.  And those who were sent through the Welfare system, was that 

always managed by the Courts or was that through a church sometimes as well, what, did the 

church have the power to sent boys to St Pat’s in those days. 

 Sorry. 

 Did the church, could the local parish have sent. 

 No, no, no the church had nothing to do with it. 

 It was always Court ordered. 

 That it, ah ha. 

 All right, em, was there a  that you can remember at the, on the staff with you at 

that time. 

 There was yes. 
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 Was he also known as  does that make sense. 

 Maybe, maybe I. 

 A boys nickname perhaps for him. 

 Perhaps, perhaps yeah. 

 Yeah, em, and do you know what his surname was or what his. 

  

 ,  okay.  There are other allegations around  but they’re not 

in relation to you they are just part of his same complaint just to confirm that he was there at 

that time.  Okay, I don’t have any more questions to ask you about  complain 

– no – no is there anything else you want to say at this stage in relation to what we’ve asked 

you about . 

 No. 

SOLICITOR I think there’s just one thing I want to say,  made 3 statements to the police 

during the 1990s and he referred to other matters mainly Rubane House, Kircubbin but he 

also did mention the fact that he was in St Patrick’s and during none of those statements did 

he mention any allegations at all against my client or any other Brother in relation to his stay 

in St Patrick’s. 

 Okay, I’m not familiar with those statements at the moment, we can certainly check records 

and dig those out to add them onto the file. 

SOLICITOR Okay. 

 When did you think the statements were made. 

SOLICITOR Well I’ll tell you the exact dates of the statements, there were, the statements were taken em, 

in, the first statement was taken 27th of September 1995. 

 Okay. 

SOLICITOR The second statement was the 1st of November 1996 and the third statement was the 11th of 

November 1996. 

 Okay. 

SOLICITOR And can we just confirm for the record the date that  made this further 

statement in respect of the allegations today. 

 This was done by way of ABE interview and it’s recorded on the 5th of May 2012. 
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SOLICITOR That’s fine. 

 Em, do you know who recorded these, how these statements were recorded at the time. 

SOLICITOR Em, well they were. 

 Are they police statements. 

SOLICITOR Yeah, there they are they. 

 Okay, yeah we’ll get them off tape. 

SOLICITOR And your colleagues in Newtownards will have those. 

 Okay, again no further questions then at this stage about this  so the time is 1127. 

 
      
 
 
CHECKED AND CERTIFIED AN ACCURATE TRANSCRIPT OF TAPED INTERVIEW NO: T0223015A OF  

 ON 06.03.13 BETWEEN 1107 AND 1127 HOURS. 
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