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HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE INQUIRY 1922 — 1995
Statement of SPT125
sdodule 7 — St Patrick’s Training School

Date: 87 Auaust 2015

§, SPT125 #ill say as follows;

1.

2.

1 was In St Patrick’s between -and- [ was.uheﬂ farrived.

Injtialiy 4 had a bed in one of the large dormitories. Generally it was BR26  who settied us
in. Afier Hghts out you never saw BR26 Trere wos @ Civillan fmgnt wallinindi wio
patrolied the dormitory during the night,

There would have been @ bit of messing about, slageing, horseplay after lights out but it
invariabiy settied down very quickly. | don't recali ever witnessing the nightwatchiman having
1o adiinister any Toim of punisiment. siattarly, § have #o recoliection of the Brotivers ever
being calied back inte the dormitery or of them visiting the dormitory/taking boys out of the
Aneenitory afier lights oot

i would have been very ciose 10 BR26  {'m not sure how the relationship developed but
do recall that he was the Brother who admitted me. ! often wandered about the grounds
taiking to [[EREE Hore was 8 real closoness hetween us. 1 was and periaps
he rocopalsed something of himself i me tn that vegsrd. We chatted sbout alf sorts of
things, current affairs and how | should be conducting myself. | distinctly remember him
telling me to be myself and not to be drawn into groups or pacts. | never ever felt
uncomfortable withBR26 e was a bit fixe having a big brother.

BR26  gid come round the dormitory before lights out. He would check inon people. | just
folt that was his way of keeping in touch with overyonc.

When were built 1 moved out of the dormitory and into with

.1 had been studying in class.
He taught a but § sat in & desk o the side and studiad, under his suparvision |
suppose. After | and the Brothers made arrangements for
me I were ! gid
Part of the reason for my move to was to facilitate me with a single room and
somie privacy for
BR86 also stayed in He was brilliant and { had great fun spending
e with him, I the evendings wWisen the had left t often sat up with

BR86  watching Match of the Day or the news. ¥'m shocked to hear that aliegations have
been imade agamst him. T often sat nexi ¢ him oo the sofa, waichiog TV, figzhts aut, totaly
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mnocent\y.’ﬂﬁst don't believe that he could have abused children. As | reflect on it { think 4
woud have been mature snough 10 have noted 1F anylhing was goig on in that regard.

g 1wasn't ever subject 10 corporal punishment in St patrick's. | never witnessed anyone else
being the subject of the strap o cahé and t nevey heard any otk about W t wasn't even
snare TR YU cowd Be steapped of caned. The schont spemet 50 different from what | was
yeed 104 didnLouen shink that ropiran ayistod, § hod agperience of witnessing and Lolng &°

the receiving end of the strap in gt Patrick’s was pot tike that at atl.
perhaps that was pecause | was on the Senior swe, _put that is MY clear
recoliection. J

g. ididn'thave much dealing with BR94

40. 1 knew BRE3 4is pame always <tpod out hut MY abiing memary of wim is @ Man
who Was constantly smpking and who lopked as if he could yeo! over 51 BOY MoTEnt.

11. 1 had no real dealings with
17. irecall BR1 Lyt he was it and 1 had no dealings with him.

13, | actually think } stayed on BReer than | had 100 | believe that y wae entitied 30 teave 3t
some stage through My final year but that BR26 persuaded me to stay an and
The fact that ] stayed shows yvat } must have breen comfoitable there.

14. 1 never apsconded but there were some who absconded all the time. There were just
differend Lpes of people. 0 iy spare Wne { read. Most others played spoits OF micsscd
about. The grothers atranged for me 0 .- when turned 174 recali 10 twins
from TYTORT sitting, down peside me one pight asking ™me 0 ~ a¢ they
wanted 10 steal & car and get back home. There were just different rmentalities.

1%. There would have been an alement of pullying but you got to know who the main players in
the school waie gty suckiy. As advised bY BR2E | cion't el fivotved, 1 kept my head
down and kept myself 1o mysetf.

16, | pover saw 20Y siaen of soal ackiviby among the other boys AT did 1 ever heat any talk
about it.

17. we showered with swinaming trunks on.

48,BR26  and } became coal friends. He came 10 ™Y wedding and shways exchanged
Christmas cards etc. When { was in Belfast { would have called to St patrick’s t0
visit ihe Brothers. cince | retives @ fevy years ago | graved fomy’ Lo visit BR26
in It was on one of these Visits, about 3 months 38 that he revealad to me
hat he has been facing allegations. Kpowing the mah, hoth now and then, | was totally
shocked, 1 now he wioutd simply ot e capable of i, Furthermore, | Lnow Tim as 3 an of
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principle and if he had known that someone else was perpetrating such abuse he wouid
fave dome suinething about it

19, { owe a lot to BRZ6  3nd the De La Safle Order. They have both had a big influence on my

fife.

20. worked in After | had finished she encouraged me to
apply fora i did just that aind 1 worked in for the
best part of [years betore

SPT125

Signed:
Dated: 7 “A'\'\(,M Ly Zen (5
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