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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO
HIA 389
WITNESS STATEMENT OF
(HIA 389)

I, Karen Pearson, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department
of Justice. I am Deputy Director for Criminal Justice Policy, a senior civil servant in the
Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review of files
undertaken by staff under my supervision.
The Department of Justice will say as follows:
1. Records show that

HIA 389

HIA 389, DOB

HIA 389

, was committed to

Rathgael School on 9 August 1993 on a Training School Order (see Exhibit 1). A list of
previous offences can be found at Exhibit 2. HIA 389 moved to a Simon Hostel in Larne
on 14 December 1994 (see Exhibit 3) and was licensed on 2 March 1995 (see Exhibit 1).
HIA 389’s record of absconding is attached (see Exhibit 4). Said history can be found at
Exhibit 5. For personal information in relation to HIA 389 (see Exhibit 6).
2. The Department, to the best of its knowledge, has supplied all relevant information that it
could find in its possession in relation to HIA 389. If additional information is discovered
by the Department, it will be drawn to the attention of the Inquiry immediately.
3. The Department has not received a civil claim in respect of HIA 389.
4. The Department has not received a request for disclosure of personal data (Form 81)
from PSNI.
5. The Department notes the allegations of physical abuse at paragraphs 11, 12 and 20,
bullying at paragraph 17, psychological abuse at paragraphs 18, 21, 22 and 25 and
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sexual abuse at paragraph 23 of the statement made by HIA 389. To the best of the
Department’s knowledge and belief, the Department had no knowledge or record of such
complaints prior to the receipt of HIA 389’s statement to the Inquiry. The Department
also notes that HIA 389 alleges she witnessed physical abuse at paragraphs 13 – 15.
6. The Department condemns without reservation any act of abuse which may have been
perpetrated against any individual at Rathgael Training School. Those who were placed
in that facility had every right to expect that they would be cared for with dignity and
respect, treated compassionately and protected from abuse.
Those who operated the Rathgael facility on a day-to-day basis, or who were responsible
for its management, ought to have been fully aware of the high standards expected for
them when caring for young people. They should have known that acts of physical,
sexual or emotional abuse were unacceptable. They ought to have known that
allegations of abuse, where they were raised, should have been reported to the
appropriate authorities.
The Department accepts that the evidence available to the Inquiry suggests that these
standards were not always complied with in every case. The Department regrets any
abuse which did occur and condemns the perpetrators of any such abuse as well as
those who may have ignored the abuse or tolerated its occurrence.

Statement of Truth
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

SUPPLEMENTARY RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO
HIA 389
WITNESS STATEMENT OF
(HIA 389)

I, Karen Pearson, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department
of Justice. I am the Deputy Director for Criminal Justice Policy, a senior civil servant in the
Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review of files
undertaken by staff under my supervision.
The Department of Justice will say as follows:
1. The Department has submitted a separate statement relating to HIA 389’s allegations
about her time in Rathgael Training School (see RGL-929 – RGL-950).
2. The Department notes HIA 389’s comments at paragraph 12 of her statement to the
Inquiry. Records show that HIA 389 was placed in Shamrock on 30 December 1993 and
3 January 1994 (see RGL-44820 and RGL-44821).
3. The Department notes HIA 389’s comments at paragraph 15 of her statement to the
Inquiry. Records show a reference to a

(see RGL-45078 and RGL-45079) in

relation to incidents at Rathgael.
4. The Department notes HIA 389’s comments at paragraph 17 of her statement to the
Inquiry. HIA 389’s Clinical Record can be found at RGL-45006. Records show that she
was admitted to Ards Hospital on 18 September 1993 in relation to an overdose (see
RGL-45009). HIA 389 was also admitted to Ards Hospital on 31 December 1993 with an
injury to her elbow (see RGL-45010). Records show that HIA 389 was self-harming (see
RGL-45020, RGL-45039 and RGL-45056).
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5. The Department notes HIA 389’s comments at paragraphs 20 and 21 of her statement to
the Inquiry. Records show that on 31 December 1993, HIA 389 was taken to the
swimming pool. There was an incident and she had to be restrained from attacking a

RG 5

She was taken to Ards Hospital in relation to the reoccurrence of an old

injury (see RGL-44820 and RGL-45010).
6. The Department notes HIA 389’s comments at paragraph 28 of her statement to the
Inquiry, in which she states that she did not receive any visitors during her time at
Rathgael. Records show that at an allocation meeting on 3 January 1994 that her family
would visit. Records show numerous family visits (see RGL-44797, RGL-44804, RGL44805, RGL-44806, RGL-44810, RGL-44811, RGL-44813, RGL-44816, RGL-44819,
RGL-44823 and RGL-44826).
7. The Department, to the best of its knowledge, has supplied all relevant information that it
could find in its possession in relation to HIA 389. If additional information is discovered
by the Department, it will be drawn to the attention of the Inquiry immediately.

Statement of Truth
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Date: 13 October 2015
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HIA REF: [389]

NAME:

HIA 389

Response by HSCB
DATE: [ 25 August 2015. ]

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995
______________________________________________________
Witness Statement of the Health and Social Care Board
_______________________________________________________
Marian Hall, Children’s Services Project Manager, assisted in the drafting of this
statement.
The Health and Social Care Board will say as follows: 1.

HIA 389

, born

HIA 389

, was admitted to Rathgael Training

School at some point in 1993, see paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Applicant’s
statement at RGL 088. The Applicant was discharged to the Simon
Community at some point during late 1994/early 1995, see Exhibit 1.

2. In paragraph 3 of her statement, the Applicant details the circumstances
surrounding her admission to care. Exhibit 2 contains a Child Protection
Report of 13 June 1991 which details that the Applicant’s father was
imprisoned and that Social Services had concerns regarding the state of the
family home but were never permitted access. An Education Welfare Officer’s
report of December 1990 details that the Applicant reported that she was left
to look after her younger siblings in the evenings whilst her mother went to the
pub, see Exhibit 3. Exhibit 2 records that the Applicant and HIA 386 went to
school on 7 June 1991 and expressed a desire to be admitted to care as they
were being neglected and abused at home. The report details that the
previous evening the Applicant’s elder brother had locked her out of the family
home. Her mother was in the pub and refused to take her home and she was
therefore forced to stay at a friend’s house. The Applicant was subsequently
voluntarily admitted to Carnview Children’s Home on 7 June 1991 with HIA
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386. The Board notes that the Applicant has no complaints to make regarding
her time in Carnview.

3. On 12 March 1992, the Applicant was removed from Carnview to Ballee
Children’s Home, see Exhibit 4. The Board notes paragraph 7 of the
Applicant’s statement where she says she does not understand why she was
separated from her sister, HIA 386. Records in the possession of the Board
detail that it was the opinion of Social Service staff that the Applicant and HIA
386 needed to be separated in order to meet their needs, see Exhibit 5.
Exhibit 5 details that Social Services considered the prospect of fostering and
of also returning the Applicant to the care of her mother, but were aware that,
at that point, she would not wish to return home. It was felt that of the two
siblings, the Applicant would handle the separation to Ballee the best and
would further welcome adolescent company given her age.
4. Exhibit 5 further details that the Applicant had made steady progress since
admission to Ballee but initially had difficulty forming relationships with her
peer group. It also records that staff were aware of the importance of access
between the Applicant and her siblings and were focussed on ways to make
the quality of contact better. The review report of 15 June 1991, see Exhibit
6, details that the Applicant stated that she was not happy in Ballee and
wished to return to Carnview. She also suggested a placement in Rathgael as
an alternative option. Social Services planned to establish a regular pattern of
access with the Applicant’s siblings and further to carry out individual work
with her.
5. In paragraph 8 of her statement, the Applicant recalls playing truant from
school as she was being bullied there. Exhibit 7 details that the Applicant had
been placed under the supervision of the North Eastern Education and Library
Board for non-school attendance. The case discussion records the Applicant’s
decision to not attend school was clearly a protest at her removal from
Carnview. It further notes that whilst the decision to separate siblings was
extremely rare, it had been taken in conjunction with the Child and Adolescent

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

RGL-487

Unit in Antrim and was necessary, owing to the very complex family dynamics
in this case.
6. In paragraph 5 of her statement, the Applicant says she was bullied by older
residents whilst in Ballee. Exhibit 8 contains the minutes of a review of 10
December 1992 which records that the Applicant reported that she was being
bullied by a 17 year old female resident.
7. There are no notes and records in the possession of the Board detailing the
Applicant’s removal to Rathgael. The Board is therefore unable to provide any
further comment regarding the circumstances which led to her removal. The
Board notes paragraph 8 of the Applicant’s statement where she says she
was removed to Rathgael under a Training School Order owing to truancy.
Once a Training School Order was granted in respect of the Applicant,
responsibility for her would have been transferred to the Northern Ireland
Office. Exhibit 8 above details that whilst school was very low on the
Applicant’s list of priorities, Social Services felt that an alleged rape by a pupil
from Rathmore Guidance Centre was having an impact on the Applicant’s
school attendance and that if a court appearance was imminent, an overall
view of the Applicant’s life should be given. The Board notes from Exhibit 8
that police were investigating the incident.

8. The files in the possession of the Board relating to the Applicant’s sibling, HIA
386, would suggest that the Applicant remained in Rathgael until late 1994 or
early 1995 when she was transferred to the Simon Community, see Exhibit 1
above.
Statement of Truth
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed
Dated

25 August 2015
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