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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

 

 
RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO  

WITNESS STATEMENT OF (HIA 503) 
 

 

I, Karen Pearson, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department 

of Justice. I am the Deputy Director for Criminal Justice Policy, a senior civil servant in the 

Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review of files 

undertaken by staff under my supervision. 

The Department of Justice will say as follows: 

1. Records for  (married name ), HIA 503, DOB  

 was admitted to Rathgael Training School on 2 September 1993 

(see Exhibit 1), on 8 December 1993 (see Exhibit 2) and on 31 January 1996 (she 

was committed on 28 February 1996) (see Exhibit 3). 

2. A Warrant of Commitment to a Remand Home: Adjournment Order was made on 29 

October 1993 (see Exhibit 4) and an Authority to Remove to a Place of Safety Order 

was made on 8 December 1993 (see Exhibit 5).  Interim Orders to a Place of Safety 

were made for HIA 503 to be detained until 14 February 1994 and 14 March 1994 

(see Exhibits 6 and 7 respectively).  An Authority to Remove to a Place of Safety was 

made on 31 January 1996 (see Exhibit 8) and a Training School Order: Care, 

Protection and Control  was made on 28 February 1996 (see Exhibit 9). 

3. The initial Case Conference Report dated 14 December 1993 can be found at Exhibit 

10 and the final Case Conference Report dated 8 September 1997 can be found at 

Exhibit 11.   
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4. HIA 503 had a history of abscondment for example there were five incidents during 

the period 16 – 30 December 1996 (see Exhibit 12). She was also involved in 

numerous incidents for example during the period 23 December 1993 – 23 February 

1996 there were nine (see Exhibit 13). A note of HIA 503’s aftercare arrangements 

can be found at Exhibit 14 and her medical records at Exhibit 15. Said history can be 

found at Exhibit 16. 

5. The Department, to the best of its knowledge, has supplied all relevant information 

that it could find in its possession in relation to HIA 503. If additional relevant 

information is discovered by the Department, it will be drawn to the attention of the 

Inquiry immediately. If additional information is discovered by the Department, it will 

be drawn to the attention of the Inquiry immediately. 

6. The Department has not received a civil claim in respect of HIA 503. 

7. The Department has not received a request for disclosure of personal data (Form 81) 

from PSNI. 

8. The Department notes the allegations of physical abuse at paragraphs 42 and 44 – 

47of the statement made by HIA 503.  To the best of the Department’s knowledge 

and belief, the Department had no knowledge or record of such complaints prior to 

the receipt of HIA 502’s statement to the Inquiry. 

9. The Department condemns without reservation any act of abuse which may have 

been perpetrated against any individual at Rathgael School. Those who were placed 

in that facility had every right to expect that they would be cared for with dignity and 

respect, treated compassionately and protected from abuse. Those who operated the 

Rathgael facility on a day to day basis, or who were responsible for its management, 

ought to have been fully aware of the high standards expected of them when caring 

for young people. They should have known that acts of physical, sexual or emotional 
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abuse were unacceptable. They ought to have known that allegations of abuse, 

where they were raised, should have been reported to the appropriate authorities. 

The Department accepts that the evidence available to the Inquiry suggests that 

these standards were not always complied with in every case. The Department 

regrets any abuse which did occur and condemns the perpetrators of any such abuse 

as well as those who may have ignored the abuse or tolerated its occurrence. 

 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

 

Date: 07 September 2015
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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO  
WITNESS STATEMENT OF (HIA 503) 

 

I, Karen Pearson, have been authorised to make this statement on behalf of the Department 

of Justice. I am the Deputy Director for Criminal Justice Policy, a senior civil servant in the 

Department. The information contained in this statement is based on a review of files 

undertaken by staff under my supervision. 

The Department of Justice will say as follows: 

1. The Department has submitted a separate statement relating to HIA 503’s allegations 

about her time in Rathgael Training School (see RGL-869 – RGL-928). 

2. The Department notes HIA 503’s comments at paragraph 20 of her statement to the 

Inquiry.  A 1987 SSI Inspection Report referred to “a modern chapel” (RGL-23645) and 

noted that the nautical terminology was retained in recognition of the earlier history of 

industrial schools (RGL-23630). A fuller explanation of the history is contained in the 

introduction to “The Roots of Rathgael” (RGL-22202). HIA’s 503 recollection of being 

sent to Chapel every morning is more likely to be a reference to attending school 

assembly (RGL-23720) which was held in the Chapel, which was a non-denominational 

building (RGL-46550). 

3. HIA 503 at paragraph 28 of her statement to the Inquiry comments that the standard of 

nursing care was inadequate.   A 1992 SSI Inspection Report noted that there were 

regular medical and dental checks carried out together with a programme of health 

education (RGL-23819). A note of HIA’s medical history is recorded in her pupil file 

(RGL-46897 to RGL-46912) together with a nursing record (RGL-46970-46983). 
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4. The Department notes HIA 503’s comments at paragraph 37 of her statement to the 

Inquiry.  Records show a record of Case Reviews carried out in 1996 and 1997 (RGL-

46514 to RGL-46596). 

5. The Department notes HIA 503’s comments regarding the education opportunities 

available to her at paragraph 40 of her statement to the Inquiry.  A report on HIA’s 

educational progress is contained in the pupil file record (RGL-46525 to 46527). 

6. The Department notes HIA 503’s comments at paragraph 41 of her statement to the 

Inquiry in respect of work experience. Records show that this was recorded on the 

Weekly Records Sheets (RGL-46749 to 46763). 

7  The Department, to the be t of it  knowledge, ha  upplied all relevant information that it 

could find in its possession in relation to HIA 503 If additional relevant information is 

discovered by the Department, it will be drawn to the attention of the Inquiry immediately. 

 

 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

 

 

Date:  13 October 2015 
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HIA REF: [503] 

           NAME: 

Response by HSCB  

DATE:  [ 25 August 2015 ] 

 

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995 

              ______________________________________________________ 

Witness Statement of the Health and Social Care Board        
_______________________________________________________ 

Marian Hall, Children’s Services Project Manager, assisted in the drafting of this 

statement. 

The Health and Social Care Board will say as follows: - 

1.  born 1980, was initially admitted to 

Rathgael on 29 October 1993 where she was placed on remand due to her 

involvement with criminal activity, see Exhibit 1. She remained there until 24 

November 1993 when she was discharged to Prince’s Gardens Children’s 

Home, Larne, under a Fit Persons Order, see Exhibit 1 above. On 8 

December 1993, she was removed to Rathgael on a Place of Safety Order 

and she remained there under two more Interim Orders until 2 March 1994 

when she was returned again to the Prince’s Gardens Children’s Home. The 

Applicant resided there until 31 January 1996 when a further Place of Safety 

Order was taken and she was removed to Rathgael. A Training School Order 

was granted on 20 February 1996, see Exhibit 1 above.  

 

2. In paragraph 2 of her statement, the Applicant details the circumstances 

under which she was admitted to care. Exhibit 2 contains a Court Report of 

11 November 1991 and details that the family were initially referred to Social 

Services in October 1990 by the Vice Principal of Ballyclare Secondary 

School owing to attendance issues. The Applicant’s Father was in prison 

owing to a violent affray outside the family home and further issues were 

identified after the referral including child care, supervision, control and 
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hygiene although Social Services were continually refused access to the 

home. The Applicant’s two elder sisters, HIA 386 and HIA 389, both 

requested to be admitted to care owing to neglect in the home on 7 June 

1991. They were subsequently placed in Carnview Children’s Home. Exhibit 
2 details that from July to October 1991 there was a significant deterioration in 

family circumstances and the RUC were involved or contacted on 31 

occasions. Social Services subsequently brought an application for a Fit 

Persons Order on 14 October 1991. Although the matter was adjourned, the 

Applicant refused to return home and so was taken into care and placed in 

Carnview Children’s Home on the same date.  

 

3. Exhibit 2 details that the Applicant became subject to a Fit Persons Order on 

11 November 1991 and was placed in foster care with

Records in the possession of the Board note that the Applicant was removed 

from Carnview into foster care due to her age and because her behaviour and 

that of her siblings, once placed together, became difficult to handle, see 

Exhibit 3. Initially, it appears the Applicant settled well in her foster home, 

however she soon wished to return to Carnview and exhibited behavioural 

issues as a means of achieving this. As the placement had irreparably broken 

down, Social Services placed the Applicant in Prince’s Gardens Children’s 

Home on 30 December 1991, see Exhibit 1 above. The Board notes 

paragraph 4 where the Applicant states she has no complaints regarding her 

foster family.  

 
4. The Board notes the allegations made in paragraphs 5 to 13 of the Applicant’s 

statement. There are limited records in the possession of the Board in relation 

to the Applicant’s time in Prince’s Gardens however the Board does not 

believe that staff would have falsified records. The Board notes Exhibit 3 

which details that the Applicant’s mother would have visited her in Prince’s 

Garden’s once every fortnight. The Board further notes a case summary 

completed whilst the Applicant was in Rathgael, see Exhibit 4, which 

recorded that the Applicant wished to return to Prince’s Gardens and viewed it 

like ‘a second home’.  
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5. In paragraph 9 of her statement the Applicant makes reference to issues of 

restraint by staff. The Board is aware that undertaking appropriate methods of 

restraint was an on-going challenge for residential staff and various types of 

training was provided over the years to try and assist with this. Such restraint 

is only likely to have been undertaken in order to avoid the individual child 

harming themselves or others or potentially causing undue damage to 

property. The Board believes that staff would have attempted to take all 

possible steps to not cause any harm to children when they felt they had to 

restrain them. 

 
6. The Applicant was initially placed in Rathgael on remand for theft and 

deception on 29 October 1993, see Exhibit 1 above. She remained there until 

24 November 1993 when she was returned to Prince’s Gardens. The 

Applicant then remained there until 8 December 1993 when she was removed 

to Rathgael on a Place of Safety Order owing to being beyond the control of 

staff. Two Interim Orders were granted on 10 January 1994 and 14 February 

1994 and the Applicant remained in Rathgael until 2 March 1994 when, as 

recorded in the review report of December 1996, see Exhibit 5, she had 

made enough progress to return to Prince’s Gardens. She resided there until 

31 January 1996 when she was returned to Rathgael on a Place of Safety 

Order, see Exhibit 1 above.  

 
7. Exhibit 6 details that the Applicant was removed to Rathgael once more 

owing to persistent absconding from Prince’s Gardens, keeping inappropriate 

company, putting herself in moral and physical danger and exhibiting 

challenging behaviour whilst in the Home. Exhibit 6 further records that a 

Training School Order was then granted on 20 February 1996. The Board 

notes that initially the aim was to return the Applicant to Prince’s Gardens 

however owing to behavioural difficulties in Rathgael this was not possible. 

The report also records that it was the opinion of Rathgael staff that despite 

attempts to help her, the Applicant had exhausted the care system and that 

they had nothing further to offer her.  

 

3 | P a g e  
 

RGL-529OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL



8. The Applicant became the subject of a Deemed Care Order on 4 November 

1996, as detailed in Exhibit 6. She was discharged from care in or about 

February 1998, see Exhibit 7. The Board notes Exhibit 7 refers to 

 ceasing to visit the Applicant which would suggest that up until that 

point, he had been in contact with the Applicant. The Board further notes that 

 offered the Applicant guidance and support should she ever 

require it.   

 

 

 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed     

 

Dated       25 August 2015 
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Exhibit 10 
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