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1     proactive inspection, there was also a reactive.  If

2     help were needed, she was able to be communicated with

3     to give assistance.

4 A.  Very much so.

5 Q.  And your recollection was the impression you had was

6     a couple of times a year you would have seen her at

7     least.

8 A.  That would be in the formal setting now, shall we say,

9     you know, with her -- with her companion.

10 Q.  And then from  you have the changeover to the

11     Northern Ireland Office and you have the introduction of

12     the Social Work Advisory Group --

13 A.  Correct.

14 Q.  -- or SWAG, as it was known, and of particular relevance

15     to St. Patrick's was a man called Wesley Donnell.

16 A.  Correct.

17 Q.  SPT53 worked with you for a very long time in

18     St. Patrick's.  I think he was there for twenty plus

19     years.

20 A.  That's right, yes.

21 Q.  He gave evidence.  For the Panel's reference it was Day

22     145, page 73 of the transcript.  I am summarising it,

23     but the man was effectively in and out so often you

24     might have thought he worked in the place.

25 A.  Part of the furniture.
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1     and he taught in St. Patrick's for 49 years until 1992,

2     when he died on  -- sorry -- 

3  aged -- sorry.  His date of death was

4 , aged 77.  The reference for that is at

5     14732.

6         What I was explaining to you, HIA272, was this was

7     the only complaint that has come up about BR86 save for

8     one instance that I was saying the Panel will recall,

9     the Ecclesiastical Inquiry from 1948, and BR86 was one

10     of three Brothers identified by the boy .

11     He complained about BR70, not the BR1 that would have

12     been there in your time, HIA272 --

13 A.  Uh-huh.

14 Q.  -- and BR83 and BR86.  As the Panel is aware, the bishop

15     concluded there was no basis to those allegations.

16         But  did make a statement to the 1948

17     Inquiry, which we're not going to look at, but I'm going

18     to give the Panel the reference.  It's at 10561 and

19     10563.  You may recall in that he explained how he was

20     in charge of the tuck shop and he caught on boys sending

21     other boys to avail of -- effectively stealing their

22     tuck money, as it were, by taking their sweets.  He

23     thought maybe that was why he got into trouble with some

24     of them and proved unpopular, but other than that what

25     you are saying is this is what this boy told you

SPT 30
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  Is that because --

3 A.  That was my interpretation of it.

4 Q.  You don't mean -- it is not because it wasn't that

5     was involved in this?

6 A.  No,  did what he did, but I just didn't see it as

7     sexual abuse, because I thought that sexual abuse was

8     the actual -- what BR47 and BR1 were doing to me.

9 Q.  Right.  Well, if we look at BR1, in paragraphs 10 and 11

10     you describe him abusing you a significant number of

11     times, HIA100.  You say that it happened on at least

12     a monthly basis.

13 A.  Uh-huh.

14 Q.  And was that over the entire time that you were there?

15 A.  Uh-huh.

16 Q.  And you describe it happening in really three or four

17     different locations.

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  The store outside the dormitory or near the swimming

20     pool area.  I was asking you was that the changing rooms

21     of the swimming pool, but you were saying to me it was

22     more just round the swimming pool --

23 A.  Yes.

24 Q.  -- in public view.

25 A.  Uh-huh.

BR94
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1 Q.  And that the other place was at the Brothers' house?

2 A.  Yes.

3 Q.  And I was asking you, because others have talked about

4     the Brothers' house was out of bounds to boys from the

5     school, how did you come to be there and you were saying

6     he would have brought you there?

7 A.  That's right.

8 Q.  In the police statement you go into some greater detail

9     about what he did, because here you are describing in

10     paragraph 11 that he would have smacked you on the

11     bottom and also in paragraph 10 that he would have put

12     your hand inside his robe and made you masturbate him --

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  -- but when you spoke to the police at 25412 in your

15     police statement, if we look at that, please, 25412, if

16     we just scroll down, please -- yes -- you say that:

17         "BR1 would have continually touched me up and then

18     say he needed me to go to the stores or somewhere

19     we wouldn't be seen or disturbed and make me masturbate

20     him or have oral sex with him.  On occasions he'd put

21     his penis between my thighs, although he never actually

22     penetrated me.  This type of abuse would happen three to

23     four times per week.  In addition, he was also violent."

24         So to the police, HIA100, you are talking about more

25     than just masturbation.  It was more.  It was oral sex
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1     children.  Again they were there for a reason, not for

2     that there to happen.

3 Q.  Certainly the behaviour that you witnessed in the

4     television room, for example, of Brothers in relation to

5     the boys made you uncomfortable and uneasy?

6 A.  It made me very, very uncomfortable.

7 Q.  You didn't actually then say anything about this.  You

8     felt you just -- you could just sort of give -- if I can

9     use a colloquial expression, give the Brother a dirty

10     look --

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  -- to try to convey your discomfort and displeasure

13     about this.

14 A.  Yes, yes.

15 Q.  Was that effective, SPT65?

16 A.  In certain cases it was again and most of all the

17     cases -- again it was them and us.  They done what they

18     wanted and again should have been said "To hell with

19     everyone else" at the end of it.  It was them and us.

20     They didn't take criticism too lightly.

21 Q.  Well, was there discussion -- did you ever discuss it

22     with any of the other lay staff?

23 A.  We were all aware of what was -- again certain actions

24     were being done sort of sense, but again we were all in

25     the same position.  We couldn't carry it forward.
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1     happened, except for one occasion when you recall coming

2     into the classroom and finding him hiding underneath

3     BR86's cassock.

4 A.  That's true, yes.

5 Q.  And at the time the reference was made to he was

6     praying.

7 A.  He told us that this was part of -- he wanted to be

8     a priest and this was -- he was being learned how to be

9     one.

10 Q.  Just if we scroll up to the paragraph before, because

11     you talk about a whole series of Brothers and grooming

12     practices, and I was asking you is that really what you

13     as an adult thinking back now are taking the behaviour

14     to be?  You talk -- just if we scroll on to the next

15     page, you can remember a Brother walking around holding

16     the hands of -- you know, when you say young boys, it

17     would have been --

18 A.  12, 13, yes.

19 Q.  -- 13, 14 -- 12, 13, 14, letting them have treats and

20     cigarettes, and I think what the Order would say about

21     that is, you know, what were acts of kindness in terms

22     of giving someone a treat or letting them have

23     a cigarette and such like shouldn't be equated just by

24     innuendo to being some form of grooming behaviour for

25     sexual offending, and some of the Brothers you never had
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his false teeth were nearly coming out of his mouth. He beat me to a pulp. I lay on a heap in the 

corner. He left me there. I cried for hours, nobody was there to help me. He had the power over 

me. He broke me that day. That’s the last time he beat me. During my time in St Pat’s and to 

escape from the beatings of , I began to play the drums. The drums were situated 

in the junior side of the building. I’d go over to the junior side to practice, then I’d play in the 

chapel. I’d practice all sorts of tunes and then I’d play some of my own music. It was over here I 

encountered . He worked in the junior side and had a room next to where I 

played the drums. I remember  coming into the room to talk with me. He 

talked about the drums and about me playing in the chapel. He touched my hair and said once

I finished to give him a shout in his room next door.  would talk about 

Downpatrick and told me he knew Downpatrick. When I went into the room where he was he 

called me closer to him. I sat close to him, he started touching me on my leg. He asked if I liked 

it, alarm bells started to go off in my head as this was exactly the way it happened with  

 in Downpatrick, except this time I was in a different setting. This time I was trapped. The 

touching by  escalated, he started to touch me on my private parts. This I find 

hard to deal with and have spoken in length to my psychologist about, was it wrong, was I 

wrong, was there something wrong with me. I have questioned my sexuality, why did I respond 

to his touching. I just went along with it. I didn’t think about the rights and wrongs. I became 

friends with my abusers but I hated what he made me do. The first few times when  

 touched me it would have been over the top of my clothes. He would have got me to 

touch him also and he often asked if I was happy. As a child I replied yes but it made me feel 

dirty. I’ve done nothing wrong.  would give me cigarettes, sweets etc for the 

sexual favours. He was the only brother I know of that used a cigarette holder when smoking. 
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 touching occurred 3 to 4 times a week, some weeks it didn’t happen as he 

was away. I recall his first approach being in and around the time  came to visit me. I 

think he said something to .  wore a robe. He would pull up the 

robe. He would get me to undress him from the waist down beneath his robe. He would get me 

to masturbate myself and he would rub himself. He would also get me to masturbate him. Every 

time I went over to the junior side to play the drums and he was there, he would get me to strip 

naked. He would look at me. He would touch me and I would touch him. He would have been 

aroused. When we masturbated each other we would have both ejaculated. He would have 

cleaned up with a tissue. I recall one evening sitting in the chair, he told me to stand up. He 

turned me round, he tried to bend me over the chair, then the desk. The desk was lower, he 

was behind me. He was trying to put his privates inside me. They were much bigger than mine. 

It was very painful. As it started to go in it really hurt. He was saying it will be grand, he tried to 

get me to open my legs more. He pushed forward. I was in so much pain. I shouted out, I told 

him I didn’t like it, I told him he was hurting me. I told him to stop. I said please, please don’t do 

that. I didn’t want it to happen. I was upset, it was horrific. He stopped and said he was sorry for 

hurting me. He didn’t try this again but the touching and masturbating continued until I got out of 

St Pat’s. I couldn’t talk about this, I didn’t tell anyone. I had decided I was going to put it all to 

the back of my mind. I was going to put it all behind me. But then he turned up at my home in 

Downpatrick. I got out of St Pat’s on the 16th September 1972. I had been out a few months and 

was working as a painter, painting houses. I recall coming home from work and walking into my 

house. My mother called me in and said ‘Look who’s come to see you’. I opened the door, 

 was sitting in my home, sitting in a chair opposite my mother. When I saw 

him it was like a nightmare. I went into the kitchen, my sister was there. I recall saying to my 
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1     statement, but after a couple of hours you went and told

2     SPT13.

3 A.  Yes.  I believe it was a period of time, a couple of

4     hours later.  I believe I had a period of time where

5     I sort of thought what I was going to do --

6 Q.  Yes.

7 A.  -- and I decided I was going to report the incident to

8     SPT13 and that's what I did do.

9 Q.  And he was the head of Aisling House?

10 A.  He was the person in charge of Aisling House at the

11     time.

12 Q.  Yes.

13 A.  That's right.

14 Q.  In fairness he was a name, when you said it to me, not

15     unfamiliar, because I can see him attending lots of

16     these case conferences and writing reports and so on at

17     the time when you are in the Aisling House phase, and

18     I asked you then what -- what did he do about it, and

19     you said you could not remember the precise words, but

20     he didn't really believe what you were telling him.

21 A.  He didn't believe it, didn't want to believe it, chose

22     to ignore it and just wanted to sweep it under the

23     carpet basically.

24 Q.  And I then was drawing your attention, HIA96 -- I am not

25     going through the detail of this -- we talked about the
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1     not going to be and they don't and didn't report their

2     failures and what the --

3 Q.  No, I am not sure the Panel would expect to find

4     a record --

5 A.  Exactly.

6 Q.  -- by the perpetrator recording this.

7 A.  Exactly.

8 Q.  What you are saying is it wasn't just you, although it

9     only happened to you once.

10 A.  Yes.

11 Q.  There were others who were involved in it, and the -- if

12     we go back to your statement, please, if we can go back

13     to paragraph 14 at 221, please, you explain in

14     paragraph 14, HIA96, about a female member of staff that

15     you found without her clothes on in the bed of --

16 A.  And I believe she was under the -- under the duvet.

17 Q.  She was under the duvet?

18 A.  Under the duvet.

19 Q.  Had she her clothes on?

20 A.  Well, she was underneath the duvet, you know.

21 Q.  With -- you said she was partially dressed and in this

22     other boy's bed.  Now he has not --

23 A.  That's correct.

24 Q.  -- to my knowledge either come forward to the Inquiry or

25     spoken to the police about this, but -- and the point
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1 Q.  And in order for this abuse to happen with the

2     regularity you are describing you would have to have

3     seen him much more often about the school?

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  Is that your recollection, that he was someone who was

6     around a lot?

7 A.  Oh, he definitely was.  He didn't -- he obviously didn't

8     spend all the time , where he worked 

9 , as you say.  He was definitely in the

10     building a lot, a lot.

11 Q.  And is there anything else you want to say about BR1 or

12     have I covered the main parts of it?  I have covered the

13     main elements, HIA100, have I?

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  Okay.  If we turn then to -- we can check again at the

16     end, as I said to you.  We will confirm if there's

17     anything else that you want to raise, but BR47, you

18     mention him in paragraph 12 of your statement, if we

19     look at 049, please.  Paragraph 12, please.  So you

20     describe BR47 taking you into his room and again trying

21     to penetrate you but couldn't, but then on a later

22     occasion he did anally rape you?

23 A.  Yes.

24 Q.  And then at other times oral sex and masturbation?

25 A.  That's right.
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1     number of staff who worked in St. Patrick's who haven't

2     featured in any of this in terms of facing allegations,

3     because there actually was a very large staff over the

4     years that worked there?

5 A.  I would say a very decent and hardworking staff, who

6     were very child-centred.

7 Q.  I am going to ask you about a particular matter now that

8     you address in your witness statement, because it brings

9     into sharp focus for the Panel a particular issue that

10     arises in some of the material.  It is in paragraph 16

11     of your statement at 1682.  You -- if I just can put

12     this in context, BR26 was someone you worked with from

13     1978 effectively until he left St. Patrick's 

14     in 1996.

15 A.  Yes.

16 Q.  So someone you spent eighteen years working with.  I was

17     asking you earlier could you give the Panel your

18     assessment of your dealing with him as a colleague

19     across almost two decades?

20 A.  Well, I always found BR26 to be a very decent, caring,

21     considerate person.  I had never seen anything

22     inappropriate in his behaviour in relation to staff or

23     with young people.

24 Q.  I was talking with SPT53 earlier.  One of the matters

25     that features in the statement we are about to look at
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and asked me why I was so sad, that he had not seen me smile for a long time. I burst into 

tears. He brought me out of class onto the balcony and asked me again. He was kind and I 

trusted him. Through my tears and sobbing, I told him what was going on. He walked me across 

the balcony to the classroom where  taught . He called  out to 

the balcony and they argued. I heard him tell  he knew what I was saying was true as 

he had been worried about me recently and knew something had happened me. Br 

 was over 6’0 and well built. He punched  to the ground. He stood over 

him and told him that if he ever touched me again, he would have to answer to him. After this, 

my time in St Pat’s was much easier. I excelled in music and was 1st clarinet in the military 

band. I left St Pat’s just after I turned 15. When I was 17, I heard that if you went to St Pat’s and 

spoke to the principal, you could get some money. I was not working at the time and thought I 

would try it. I got the bus there and as I walked into the grounds I thought of all the bad things 

that happened me there.  was the . He invited me in and we made small 

talk. I told him I was out of work and was planning to join the army. I wanted to tell him about Br 

, but was scared. I am sure he knew anyway. He gave me £30 and I left. I did go for an 

interview and medical for the army, but never went to swear in. I gave up the clarinet, which I 

regret. My time in the home left me emotionally and mentally drained for years. When my family 

was young, I was very hard on them and disciplined them harshly. This was due to the physical 

abuse I suffered in the home. It is only in the last 10 years that my life has settled. I did tell my 

kids about my time in the home, but never about the sexual abuse. A few years ago, I was with 

my daughter and granddaughter at Killead House, where we used to go on holiday from St 

Pat’s. There I met , who was very old by then. We chatted about my time at St Pat’s. 

He asked if I’d had any problems while I was there. I lied that it had been fine, and asked after 
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shower for at least 15 to 20 minutes, my body went into shock. I was shaking. I couldn’t speak, 

my bottom jaw was quivering. would have been walking up and down. He would 

then call you out. You would go over to the benches and dry. I recall getting dried and then 

being struck with a leather strap.  carried this under his cloak. It was around a foot 

long and thick with a round end. You couldn’t see it if you were looking at him. That evening 

after being in the shower he hit me across the back. I was brought to tears. I thought I was 

going to pass out.  was to be feared, he was the enforcer, you were more afraid of 

him than anyone else. It was  who punished you for doing wrong.

always worked on the  side of the building. I often ran away from St Pat’s. I even got as 

far as home in  and my family brought me back. When you were brought back you 

were brought into the main entrance,  would be mad. I remember him hitting me 5 

or 6 times on my hands with the strap. He would say, “Don’t you ever run away again. Don’t 

ever degrade me again.” Other forms of punishment in St Pat’s would have been a loss or 

privilege, money would have been removed, no visits home or you would have been sent to the 

dorms early. I remember a Sunday in St Pat’s, we had asked a Brother to open the tuck shop. 

When he went to open the shop someone threw paper at him, hitting me. All the boys laughed. 

As a punishment he decided not to open the shop. There was 6 or 7 of us standing at the shop. 

I just ran at the door, I kicked the door. I could have died. The Yale and Chubb lock opened. I 

said, “Oh my God” I kept saying, “Don’t touch”. The boys just ran in and grabbed fegs and stuff.

I went in and I took fegs away. We went up the back towards the workshops. 

found out, he was like a demon, he was going to kill us. He came up to the work shops, he 

pointed out boys. I thought I got away with it. He then said to me, “You with the big feet, down 

below”. I was put in a room. I was crying. I told  it was an accident. He told me I 
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was learning nothing. He took out the strap and started to beat me. He hit me 4 or 5 times. I 

was curled up in a ball and crying. He hit me all over my body. I was telling him I was sorry. He 

then left the room and closed the door. I was left there, I didn’t get any tea. He came back at 

night, I got my mug of milk and a bun and sent to bed. After this I was put on report, I didn’t get 

any money. Another time  beat me was when I answered him back. I think he told 

me to get into the shower. I said no. I recall his strap coming round the back of my head. It 

marked the back of my head, bottom of my ear, my top and bottom lip were burning. I fell to the 

ground. I had a burn mark on my bottom lip. I couldn’t eat. I recall myself and 

from  running away. We got as far as Carryduff when the Police and UDR caught up 

with us. I remember running. I jumped over a hedge and fell into a river. I was soaked when I 

was pulled from the river.  was caught in the field. We were brought back to the Police 

station and had to wait until the Police got assistance to take us back. There could have been at 

least 20 officers took us back. When we returned the Police said something about the amount of 

manpower it took to bring us back. This really annoyed . He just looked at us. I 

knew he was mad. I knew he was going to kill us. That night we were sent bed. The next day I 

was called out of my workshop. He again sent me to the room. The room with the high up 

window that everyone knew was a restraining room. I was stripped off to my underwear. He told 

me I’d end up in Millisle. He said I wouldn’t make a fool out of him. He told me that day he was 

going to break me. I was frightened by the way he was talking. That day he did break me. He 

produced the belt, he beat me into a corner. He just kept beating me. He was shouting, “I will 

fecking break you”. He beat me, after the third belt my body went numb. I thought I was going to 

pass out. I shouted at him to stop. He said he was going to kill me. He couldn’t beat me enough. 

He beat me 10 to 12 times. When he stopped he was out of breath, he leaned against the wall, 

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA 137

BR 26

BR 26

HIA 137



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 374
HIA 374

HIA 374

SPT 130
SPT 130

BR 94 BR 8

SPT 130



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

BR 26

SPT 27

SPT 27

BR 88
BR 88

BR 88

STP 75

STP 75STP 74

STP 74



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SPT 130

SPT 130

DL 136

BR 26

BR 94

BR 8

SPT 130



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SPT 130

SPT 130



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 137

HIA 374
HIA 374

HIA 374

SPT 130
SPT 130

BR 94 BR 8

SPT 130



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

BR 26

BR 26
BR 26



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA 17 BR 83
HIA 17

BR 83
BR 83

BR 83

HIA 26
HIA 26

HIA 26

HIA 26

HIA 51
HIA 51



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SPT 96

SPT 96

SPT 96 SPT 142

SPT 142
SPT 96

SPT 96

SPT 145
SPT 145

SPT 145

SPT 154
SPT 154

SPT 119
SPT 119

SPT 119

SPT 119

SPT 119



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

BR 26

BR 26

BR 26

BR 26

BR 26



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

HIA 384
HIA 384

SPT 54

SPT 54
SPT 54 SPT 54

SPT 54

SPT 136

SPT 136

SPT 134

SPT 96
SPT 96

SPT 134

SPT 96
SPT 96



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SPT 136

SPT 136

SPT 136

SPT 136

SPT 136

BR 26 SPT 136

BR 26

SPT 136
BR 26 BR 26

BR 26

SPT 136 BR 26

BR 26

SPT 136

SPT 136

BR 4
HIA 227



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

STP 70 STP 71STP 71

BR 26



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

STP 72

STP 72 STP 73STP 73



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SPT 96

SPT 96

SPT 96 SPT 142

SPT 142
SPT 96

SPT 96

SPT 145
SPT 145

SPT 145

SPT 154
SPT 154

SPT 119
SPT 119

SPT 119

SPT 119

SPT 119



PERSON INTERVIEWED:         

PACE 22 
07/04  Page 9 of 17

Tape Number and  
Tape Times: T0223021A 

 So they were just a steady number of boys. 

 Yeah. 

At all times throughout the year then. 

 Yeah. 

Okay, the reason I ask is that  specifically mentions that when his group was sent, he 

was the only one left behind, if you’re saying there’s a steady number of boys at any time and 

up to 60 staff with only 4 or 5 taking a group away at a time, there must always have been a 

number of boys left in the school at any given period. 

Oh yes, yes ah ha. 

So never would there be a time where there would be one child. 

Oh never, no, never. 

And even within the context of a senior and upper, senior and junior school would there have 

been only one left behind at any time. 

 No. 

In terms of individual dormitories. 

 No. 

Within an individual dormitory might there have been an occasion where a whole dormitory 

went away together if there were, you know. 

 Unlikely. 

Unlikely but it is also possible then that there may have been an empty dorm bar one boy 

would that of been a possibility. 

Nobody would have been left on their own. 

No it wouldn’t of happened. 

 No. 

Okay, well this is what he claims, claims happened em, mostly that he was left alone and that 

he was in his room on his own em, and when these incidents happened, was there alcohol 

available in the, for the adults, for the staff. 

 No. 

No, would there, it wouldn’t of been a, an environment where the Brothers could have had a 

drink or. 
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Well if, if they were off duty. 

 Yes. 

If they were off duty the time is their own isn’t it. 

Yes, yes I’m just asking in terms of your Order and your, the rules of your staff house was 

alcohol permitted with the Brothers when you were off duty. 

Well I’ll put it to you this way, em, out community would be like any (inaudible) like any normal 

household. 

Okay, so alcohol wouldn’t of been a problem. 

Not at all, no. 

Okay em, because what  claims happened is that Br ,  who we 

assume he means as  and  came into his room, were there no other  

there in your time. 

 No. 

Okay, and they had been drinking and he specifically says that you were drunk, the 3 of you 

were drunk.  Em, would there have been any occasion where the 3 of you would of socialised 

together and just, just the 3 of you. 

It so happens that I’m a teetotaller all my life. 

Okay so you, you have never em, had alcohol and certainly never been drunk. 

I haven’t taken the first one yet. 

Okay, well he claims that the 3 people he names as ,  and  were drunk, he 

claims that em, while first of  and  held him down, Br  raped him, actually 

physically raped him em, and then the role was reversed and it was  and  who held 

him down while you raped him, that’s his allegation, is there anything you can say about that. 

No nothing could be far different from the truth. 

Okay, he said he was shouting out saying don’t do that, leave me alone and they were 

beating me, punching me and pulling my hair,  did the same, couldn’t move because 

of the punches that I was getting and he told me to keep my mouth shut, I didn’t say nothing, I 

was just crying into the pillow because of the extent of what was being done I was bleeding.

 or  and Br  actually came inside me,  was just sitting there 

masturbating and left the room and said keep your mouth shut. 
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1     a nun called  to come and speak to you.

2 A.  Yes, that's correct.

3 Q.  And you told her about what happened.

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  And that resulted in you going to speak to the police.

6 A.  Yes.

7 Q.  We were talking about the police statement earlier.  So

8     I am just going to show it.  I am not going to go into

9     the detail of it on the screen, but I am just going to

10     show it on the screen for the Panel.  It was of

11     20th June 1996 at 21884.  So you can see, HIA51, that's

12     your name on it and the date.  You remembered the

13     particular officer who took your statement.

14 A.  Yes.  Actually no.  I thought her same was 

15 .  It's .

16 Q.  Yes.  You got the surname wrong, but you knew her name

17     was .

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  You remembered that.  The statement runs for seven pages

20     through to 21890.  In that statement you talk about the

21     three incidents of abuse that you want to tell the

22     police about.

23 A.  Yes.

24 Q.  And just so I put those in context, HIA51, you explain

25     to them about something that happened to you as

SR217
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1     a younger boy in the community.

2 A.  Yes.

3 Q.  And you were about five or six you believe.

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  And that's about what two boys did to you in a derelict

6     house.

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  The Panel are aware of that and I am not going to go

9     into the detail of it.

10         The second incident that you describe then was when

11     you were about 12 years of age and that was when a youth

12     club leader by the name of  --

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  -- who was subsequently  convicted of the sexual

15     abuse of boys, you describe --

16 A.  40 -- 40 -- it was 40 -- I think it was something, and

17     13 charges put against him and there was 40 children

18     also that he was charged with.

19 Q.  Yes.  You and I were discussing this earlier.  I was

20     explaining that in 1985 it appears that there were 13

21     charges relating to nine individuals, but he also

22     accepted that he had sexually abused 30 to 40 boys.

23 A.  Correct.

24 Q.  So there was a section of unidentified boys?

25 A.  Of which I was one, yes.

SPT161
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1 Q.  The discussion we were having is you would have been one

2     of those boys.

3 A.  Yes, yes.

4 Q.  And he was sentenced for that abuse.  You explain -- and

5     again I am not going to go into the detail of that --

6     but you explain very serious sexual abuse that you

7     describe him engaging in --

8 A.  Absolutely.

9 Q.  -- on a number of occasions.

10         Then the third incident that you describe is the one

11     that the Inquiry is looking at because of its terms of

12     reference.

13 A.  Uh-huh.

14 Q.  That is where you describe as a 15, turning 16, year old

15     being in St. Pat's and a BR26 -- you call him "BR26" --

16     coming in with --

17 A.  Yes.  The reason -- but the reason why I call him BR26

18     is because anyone that would carry out an act so vile

19     and disgusting like that cannot be seen as a Brother and

20     seen as a Christian and that's my belief.  That's the

21     only reason why I'm saying that and I'm stating that

22     there clearly.

23 Q.  That's fine.  You know I just use, like I would with

24     you, just use the person's name as they are known.  We

25     will come back to that particular incident.  You
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1     describe those three incidents to the police then --

2 A.  Uh-huh.

3 Q.  -- in 1996.

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  I was explaining to you that -- and I appreciate this

6     was difficult for you -- that the police --

7 A.  Very difficult.

8 Q.  -- the police then interviewed the person from

9     St. Patrick's that you accuse of abusing you in

10     September of 1996.

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  He explained the work that he did in St. Patrick's.  He

13     explained about the comic round and that at no stage had

14     he ever sexually abused any boy.

15 A.  He's a liar.

16 Q.  As a result of his -- I am not getting into it one way

17     or the other, HIA51.  I am just setting out the factual

18     position of --

19 A.  Yes, but I am also -- I am also very much aware that

20     this is going on the public record.  So that is why I'm

21     saying he is a liar.

22 Q.  Yes.  I am going to come to the particular incident, but

23     just I am just explaining the factual chronology of

24     this.

25 A.  Absolutely.  Absolutely.
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1 Q.  He is interviewed --

2 A.  Uh-huh.

3 Q.  -- in September of 1996 and the allegation is put to him

4     --

5 A.  Uh-huh.

6 Q.  -- and he denies that he --

7 A.  Categorically denies.

8 Q.  -- he denies that he sexually abused any boy, including

9     you, and then the matter is reported on by the police to

10     the DPP, as it then was, in November of 1996, and for

11     a series of reasons that you and I were discussing

12     earlier the DPP decide not to the prosecute that man.

13 The Panel are aware you were unhappy with the

14 decision about  and also about the person

15     in St. Patrick's --

16 A.  Yes.

17 Q.  -- and you over the last number of years --

18 A.  Have pursued that on my own.

19 Q.  Yes, and you have asked for it to be looked at and so

20     on, but the chronology of this is that then in 1999 you

21     are released on licence and then, as we were discussing,

22     in 2004, HIA51, you asked the DPP to look again, or the

23     PPS as it now was, to look again at the decision about

24 , and you got a long letter explaining in

25     detail the reasons why the decision was made as it was
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1 A.  Oh, most certainly, yes.

2 Q.  And if I could just ask you to explain to the Panel both

3     of these men were heavily involved in assisting in

4     St. Patrick's.  Can you give the Panel -- because again

5     there's not necessarily documentation to convey what you

6     were explaining to me.  Can you explain to the Panel the

7     level of involvement of these two men in particular and

8     therefore how they would have known you in the way that

9     they appear to have said they did?

10 A.  Both of these reverend gentlemen were at different times

11     chaplain to the training school.  In the case of Father

12     McCann he was chaplain there for ten years and then he

13     moved on to parochial work.  In the case of Bishop

14     Farquhar he was chaplain there for a number of years and

15     then he moved on to higher things, and then both of them

16     retained a tremendous interest in the school and were

17     very regular callers to the school informally, and yet

18     again -- and I think we might have touched on it earlier

19     on this morning -- an awful lot of very valuable work

20     was done in these informal visits and chats and

21     discussions about the school and the problem we were

22     having in the school and the things that were going

23     exceptionally well -- they shouldn't be forgotten about

24     either -- and the help we got from these two people was

25     just simply enormous on a very, very regular basis.
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1     what happened.

2 Q.  And --

3 A.  And we would have done a report to Ministers on the back

4     of that information coming in indicating and letting

5     them know that was the outcome and what our next steps

6     would be, which would be around monitoring the

7     situation, keeping in touch with the police, and if

8     there were any further allegations made, what steps we

9     would then take, but those are the sort of reports.

10 Q.  I am right in -- I am right in saying, Mary, that your

11     independent recollection at this remove effectively ends

12     there.

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  If the material is available beyond that, you would be

15     able to refresh what was done at what time by whom --

16 A.  Correct.

17 Q.  -- and so on in terms of what the police communicated,

18     but ultimately the Panel are aware that no prosecution

19     was directed, but the issue that is at work here is the

20     approach taken by the bishop and the board, as it were,

21     the diocesan representatives, was contrary to what would

22     have been the understood position in life at that point

23     in time --

24 A.  Yes.

25 Q.  -- certainly in the public service.
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1 "They undertook to consider the matter urgently and

2     come back to us with their decision, which they

3     subsequently did."

4 Now Mary Madden's recollection, because it doesn't

5     seem to be based on a document as such, was that when

6     Bishop Farquhar and Canon McCann, whichever of them

7     contacted her after the meeting or possibly her

8     colleague, what she recollected was that they were told

9     that the allegations were put to you and you had denied

10     them vehemently, and you had confirmed you would submit

11     to a police interview under caution at any time.  You

12     wouldn't leave the jurisdiction and so on.

13 The Management Board had discussed the matter and

14     decided that they were unproven allegations.  There was

15     a strong denial of wrongdoing.  They therefore would not

16     remove you from your position .

17 So just before I ask you the question, the context

18     of this, because I am trying to summarise a huge volume

19     of material at one time, you have become 

20     in .  These allegations then surface towards

21     the , and what is being said here is that

22     when the Bishop Farquhar and Canon McCann become aware

23     of them, they -- although they don't believe them

24     themselves, they take those allegations to you and ask

25     you about them and say, according to Mary Madden
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1     thereafter, that you said you weren't leaving, they were

2     not true and you would submit to a police investigation,

3     if that's what was required.

4 Can you remember these matters ever being brought to

5     your attention by Bishop Farquhar and Canon McCann?

6 A.  No.

7 Q.  And when you said that to me earlier, I frankly

8     responded to you, and I am going to ask you about it

9     now, this isn't the type of thing you would forget,

10     BR26.

11 A.  Not easily.  One would never forget it.

12 Q.  Effectively you have been made the subject of what for

13     you are untrue gross allegations of an abuse of trust as

14     well as sexual impropriety with a boy in your care, and

15     two men that you have an enormous amount of respect for

16     are coming to you to have that discussion.  So on your

17     psyche alone that would be a rather dramatic exchange

18     that you are unlikely to forget.  Is that fair?

19 A.  Absolutely.

20 Q.  Your recollection is that while you were certainly

21     spoken to by the police and were interviewed about these

22     things, and no doubt the allegations were made and were

23     being dealt with, you don't remember being engaged in

24     a discussion by anyone from the Management Board about

25     these allegations and your position?
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1     the suggestion that this particular man that you got to

2     know very well would have been interfering with

3     children.

4 A.  Yes.  I find that incredible both from the time that

5     I would have been in St. Pat's, because if I can put it

6     into today's parlance, BR26 had ample opportunity to

7     groom me, because he was dealing with me at probably the

8     most vulnerable time in my life, and if he wanted to, he

9     could have, as I say, groomed me, and we spent a lot of

10     time together, and I have to say I never ever sensed

11     that there was anything other than concern and support

12     from him, and I find it very hard to believe that he

13     would have interfered or in any way abused anyone else,

14     because to me that was not the man that I knew and it's

15     not the man I know.

16 Q.  SPT125, one of the questions I was asking you at the end

17     of our conversation, we all hear and the Panel has heard

18     much criticism about juvenile justice systems and the

19     system letting people down and not providing for people

20     or helping them back on their feet, and I was discussing

21     with you that you are probably from your own words

22     an example that that's not always the case.

23 A.  No.

24 Q.  It is not always bad news.  Can you explain to the

25     Panel, reflecting back, how the Training School Order
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1 Q.  -- DL137.  I am going to just bring up on the screen the

2     documents you and I were looking at, but what you were

3     explaining to me -- and I am going to summarise it, and

4     then you can correct me, SPT53, where I get it wrong --

5     that you were working in the senior school and you came

6     across a boy that you knew,  who was

7     sitting on the bench in the seniors' room.  You were

8     explaining to me how the boys used to not sit on the

9     bench itself, but sit on the top of the bench with their

10     feet on the bench, the radiators, and he was crying.

11     You had a discussion with him about what was wrong and

12     he was reluctant to tell you, but eventually he

13     explained to you that he had been propositioned, as it

14     were, was the word you used for me, that DL137 had

15     offered him money if he would allow him -- or

16     cigarettes -- sorry -- you said to me cigarettes --

17 A.  Cigarettes.

18 Q.  -- if he would allow him to put his hand down his

19     underpants.

20 A.  That's correct, yes.

21 Q.  And if we can look at 21372, this is a document the

22     Panel will have seen before, SPT53.  You were looking at

23     it with me this morning.  It seems to be BR95, who was

24  at the time.  You explained to me that you

25     told  to sit there, and if anyone came near

SPT140
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1     him and wanted to move him on, you told him to tell them

2     you were coming back and he was to stay where he was,

3     and you went down to the main office --

4 A.  Uh-huh.

5 Q.  -- and saw BR95.

6 A.  That's correct.

7 Q.  You were saying to me you think this is the first time

8     that you had ever come across anything like this where

9     a member of staff was potentially doing something wrong

10     with a boy.

11 A.  Absolutely.

12 Q.  And you said to me you weren't sure whether he had

13     committed an offence or not, because  was

14     not telling you that he touched him as such, but that he

15     propositioned him?

16 A.  That's correct, yes.

17 Q.  And you went and told BR95, and we were doing some

18     recollecting over the precise events, which were a long

19     time ago, but it seems that BR95 did take some action in

20     that the documents show him bringing DL137 in and

21     ultimately two days later it seems DL137 resigned from

22     the school, but am I right in saying that you weren't

23     aware -- we discover in 1994 four other boys who claim

24     they were abused by DL137 and he was convicted of

25     abusing them in St. Patrick's.

SPT140
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  You weren't aware of anyone other than  at

3     the time this happens in 1980?

4 A.  Absolutely, not.

5 Q.  I was showing you a document that surprised you in terms

6     of your recollection.

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  If we look at 21369, we can see that it's the

9     resignation letter from DL137 and it is dated 12th

10     March 1980.  So that's two days after, according to

11     BR95's record, he was told about DL137, although you

12     think he was never back in the school from you -- from

13     the day you told BR95, you think he was never back again

14     other than maybe to be dealt with?

15 A.  My recollection he was never back in the school, no.

16 Q.  And this document is him resigning his position.  It

17     seems to be witnessed by BR26 and then by you.

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  You couldn't -- when we were talking about this, you

20     don't have a memory of that happening.

21 A.  I didn't remember that.

22 Q.  You thought when did you your Inquiry statement that he

23     had been dismissed.

24 A.  My recollection was that he was dismissed, but if

25     I signed it at that time, he obviously wasn't dismissed.

SPT140
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1     Management, who were simply told in the normal run of

2     things  was resigning at the same time

3     as the gardener was moving on.  He doesn't seem to have

4     reported it to the police.

5         Can you remember much discussion with you and with

6     other Brothers about, "How do we deal with this, the

7     fact that it is being said to us that a member of staff

8     is propositioning sexually boys?"

9 A.  In the first instance if you hear things, you know, you

10     become very, very alert and you would make it your

11     business to have your eyes and ears well open.  Having

12     said that, you have to sift out through what you get and

13     have you got concrete evidence?  Now in the case of

14     DL137 BR95 called me and asked -- told me that SPT53 had

15     brought this young lad in and he told them that he was

16     propositioned by DL137.  The  spoke to DL137

17     and seemingly he admitted it and he resigned, and BR95

18     asked me to witness the letter of resignation, which

19     I did and SPT53.  That was the first I had heard of that

20     particular incident just as it was enacted in the

21     office, called to sign his resignation.

22         Having said that, there were rumours, yes, but

23     nothing -- nothing -- nothing for me to go on

24     positively.

25 Q.  About him?
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1 Q.  What about your senior staff?  I mean, could you have

2     gone and spoken to the senior staff or did you feel they

3     were in the same position?

4 A.  The senior staff were in the same position, yes.

5 Q.  One person we know who was convicted of abusing children

6     in the home is DL137, and we know that he abused boys

7     between 1977 and 1980, and I wondered what your

8     experience was of him.  Were you aware of anything

9     untoward between him, or what is your knowledge?

10 A.  I was aware of his background, his recent background,

11     again which I didn't take too lightly to at the end of

12     it.  I tried to discourage the young people from having

13     any contact with him at the end of it.  I refused point

14     blank -- he always went to the swimming pool.  I refused

15     point blank to let any of the children in the junior

16     school to go to the swimming pool when he was there, and

17     again he was -- I think he was barred from attending --

18     from going to the pool at the end of it.  Again I didn't

19     like -- I didn't like DL137.  I didn't like him being

20     there.  I didn't like him to have contact with any of

21     the children.

22 Q.  I think you explained to me that there had been rumour

23     and gossip within the community outside of St. Pat's--

24 A.  Yes.  Uh-huh.  Yes.

25 Q.  -- in relation to this man --
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1     flows out of that is whether there were any others who

2     were ever dealt with in the same way, and again that's

3     something we will pick up with BR26, because it is not

4     something you would know anything about.

5 A.  Correct.  Yes.

6 Q.  We then come to -- I was discussing with you this

7     morning the  incident involving DL137, who was

8     the  in St. Patrick's.  BR95 was the

9     l of St. Patrick's at the time between  and

10     , and I was drawing to your attention again, Brother

11     Francis, that he received allegations of sexual

12     propositioning by DL137 to a boy in  and

13     gave him a warning at the time, and it appears -- and

14     again one can only rely on what is in the content of

15     the minutes of the Board of Management and, of course,

16     that never speaks to what might have been said that's

17     not recorded in minutes --

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  -- the Panel are cognisant of that -- but there is no

20     record that the Board of Management was told about that

21     development.  He obviously was warned rather than

22     dismissed.

23 A.  Uh-huh.

24 Q.  It appears that BR95 did not tell the Provincial about

25     it and it appears that he did not tell the police about
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1     it or was it done so that, you know, other boys might

2     have known it was happening, but the staff might not

3     necessarily have known it was going on?

4 A.  Whether the staff knew or not -- well, when I say staff,

5     BR47 in his room, whether he knew about these and turned

6     a blind eye, because, you know, they were in control and

7     it saved him a lot of work or whatever, or whether

8     anybody else knew about it and turned a blind eye

9     I don't know, but I know there was never anybody -- they

10     were never ever punished or anything or questioned or

11     anything about it.  I know that.

12 Q.  Okay.  You talk then about -- and we have touched on

13     this with the various Brothers that were involved in the

14     sexual abuse, so I don't have to go back to them --

15     about physical abuse.  One other Brother that you

16     mentioned in the context of physical abuse was BR42.

17     Now you said to me earlier actually you have a positive

18     view about BR42.  Is that -- is that right?

19 A.  That's right.

20 Q.  And that of all the Brothers, he was the one that you

21     would have thought he cared?

22 A.  I just had just a wee feeling that -- well, he certainly

23     wasn't anywhere -- anywhere near what the rest of them

24     were like, absolutely not.  He did on occasion hit me

25     the odd slap and whatever, but, you know, I got



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

BR 39

BR 39

BR 47

BR 47 BR 42

BR 1

BR 48

BR 26



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

BR 47

BR 42

SPT 24



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SPT 47



Day 157 HIA Inquiry 4 November 2015

www.DTIGlobal.com

Page 50

1 Q.  -- albeit I presume they could have carved out

2     opportunities --

3 A.  Sure.

4 Q.  -- if they wished, but were -- can you recall

5     counselling the boys themselves that you would have

6     caught or been made aware of engaging in this type of

7     activity?

8 A.  Oh, time and time again, yes.

9 Q.  Would that have involved you trying to explain to them

10     that that's maybe not a wise course for them to pursue

11     or --

12 A.  Exactly, yes.  Have more respect for -- not alone for

13     themselves but for other people.

14 Q.  Just you mentioned the housemasters' meeting.  One of

15     the points you were making to me earlier, if we just

16     draw it out in this context, but it applies more

17     generally, is that lots of work was going on that's not

18     necessarily documented, or if it was documented, the

19     documentation does not still exist, and the memory is

20     not there, because a lot of the people who were engaged

21     in the work are dead, but the point you were making to

22     me was that there was a lot of what would be classed now

23     as informal work going on --

24 A.  Yes.

25 Q.  -- to communicate about the boys, be engaged with the
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1     in activity between themselves, bringing that to your

2     attention.  You bring it to the police's attention.  Can

3     you remember a distinct decision at a point in time,

4     "Right.  I appreciate we have dealt with this internally

5     up to now, but from now on we are reporting sexual

6     activity amongst the boys.  From this day forward that's

7     what we are going to do", or do you remember it more as

8     it was just a gradual change in approach that became the

9     norm?  Can you remember how that came about?

10 A.  I think it might have been after the Hughes Inquiry, but

11     I wouldn't be sure, but it certainly became the norm

12     anyway from once we started it and let them face up to

13     their consequences of their actions.  If the police

14     investigated them, let them face up to the consequences

15     of their actions, if the police determine -- decided to

16     take them down that line.

17 Q.  The Panel are aware of you bringing reports to the

18     police's attention in .  There's an incident in

19  and so on, where these allegations --

20     the fact that boys were uncovered engaging in this type

21     of activity were brought to the police's attention, and

22     I am not sure that a prosecution ever resulted from

23     those reportings, but that became the approach that was

24     taken.

25 A.  No.
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