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12. During the week there was a point scheme for good work and good behaviour, If
| received enough points | was allowed to go home to my family for the entire
weekend. | always had enough points but sometimes | chose to stay at the
chalet instead of going home because my mother was drinking heavily. | did not
see my brother who was in Rubane during my time at St Patrick’s and | believe
our whole family was only together once in three or four years. | never remember
seeing a Social Worker more than once during my time at St Patrick’s.

13. There was a lot of bullying during my time at St. Patrick's. The housemasters
would shout at you and mentally torture you although there was no physical
abuse from them. It was a very strict regime and they used the leather strap from
time to time. There was lots of bullying from the older boys and they would slap
me and verbally abuse me. It was hell at times because | was one of the
youngest boys at the School. | never considered telling the staff what was going
on because 1 thought it would only make things worse if the boys found out | had

told anyone.

14. | had been at St Patrick’s for around two years when | was abused by the chef
there. His name was and | reported him to the police around
1997. He was convicted of abusing me and three other boys and he received a
suspended sentence. only abused me once but he was abusing other
boys. He was playing table tennis with me and then asked me to go into a room
facing the staff canteen. | did not know what he wanted but | went with him
anyway. He started to feel my penis through my trousers for about five minutes
and then he pulled his trousers and underpants down to his knees. He told me to
masturbate him and | noticed that he had an erection. | was so frightened but 1
did what he asked because he was a member of staff. | masturbated him until he
ejaculated and then he cleaned himself with an old pair of blue overalls which
were hanging up in the room. He gave me fifty pence and told me not to tell
anyone what had happened.

15. | left the room because | was in a panic and was afraid he was going to try or
suggest doing something else. On a few occasions after that incident he
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1 abused him in any way, but that you were really violent,
2 that you had hit him with your hands. There was a punch
3 to the ribs and you hit him across the back of the head.
4 Now #n evidence what he said was -- and 1 am going

5 to summarise this, but his evidence can be found on Day
6 138 at pages -- the relevant pages are pages 139 to 141
7 and 148 to 151. You will recall that 1 read out to you
8 what he told us when he sat --

9 A. Yes.

10 -- In this room giving evidence. Essentially in

11 a nutshell what he said was he was being sexually abused
12 by two other Brothers, and while you did what he says

13 that you did in that he maintains that you pulled him

14 against your penis, he didn"t consider that to be sexual
15 abuse, and that he -- but he said i1t happened wherever
16 in the school, in the main corridor, wherever you

17 happened to be.

18 Now 1 know you have denied that allegation and, iIn
19 fact, you were interviewed by police about it also.
20 A. Yes.
21 And when you were interviewed, his allegations -- yes.
22 You denied ever touching him or pulling him hard against
23 your penis. You denied being physically violent. You
24 said you might have lost your temper and shouted. You
25 told police you used the strap to a person®s hand, to
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1 a boy"s hand for minor things and that serious matters
2 went to the manager.
3 A. Yes.
4 The other thing I just wanted to ask you was: was it
5 ever the case where, iIf you didn"t have the strap to
6 hand or you didn®"t have time to go to the tuck stop,
7 that you might have lashed out at a boy physically?
8 A. I may have given him a clip on the ear if -- you know.
9 You had to line them up In the corridor on the way
10 before you went into the dining room, because you had to
11 have quite a bit of discipline that way otherwise you
12 would have chaos. You know, he might be running or
13 shouting or something like that and you would just give
14 him a clip on the ear with the back of your hand. That
15 would be about the most, you know.
16 Q. That would be simply to deal with the situation at hand
17 --
18 A Yes.
19 -- rather than have to go to get a strap to deal with
20 it?
21 A. Yes.
22 In your Inquiry statement at 2176 you deal with the
23 allegations at paragraphs 5 to 7. That"s page 2176,
24 please. 1 think 1t i1s coming up. There is a little
25 timer showing we are getting that statement. Yes. This
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1 A. No.

2 Q. And they also say that there would have been a log kept

3 of the use of the punishment cell, but you don"t

4 remember?

5 A. 1 wouldn®"t know about that.

6 Q. You wouldn®t know about that. Well, paragraphs 17 and

7 18 here -- sorry. Just paragraph 15 you mention

8 birthdays. There was an occasion -- sorry. |If we just

9 scroll -- yes, on your birthday the routine was that the

10 boys sang "‘Happy birthday"™ to you and then you were

11 beaten up.

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. 1 take i1t that"s by the boys?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. And was that sort of -- when you say "beaten up', was

16 that sort of part of the birthday celebrations or was It

17 more vicious than that?

18 A. Well, everybody started singing "‘Happy birthday" and

19 they slowly but surely come closer and closer round you

20 until -- and when they got -- you know, when they all

21 got in close beside you, then you just got a kicking.

22 Q. You went home at Christmas and other holiday times.

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Paragraphs 17 to 18 you say that about six months after

25 this incident where you were in the punishment cells you
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you too.was a strict man but he was fair although he left fairly
early after | was sent to St Pat's. | recall one occasion when he smacked me on
my face for smoking a cigarette. There was frequent bullying going on and |
ended up becoming a bully myself. There was a tier system between the boys
and | was able to handle myself but | hate myself for that teday.

8. | remember that we were taken to Lisburn Swimming Pool for swimming lessons.
There was a member of staff and his name was [fill | do not know his surname
but he was a glaland he was just always called [B]ENKYAM There were two
I I = o Bl ooked after the boys in the evenings and took them to
the pool as well as being employed as a[jjjjj kept putting his hand down

10. 1 saw once in later years on Tate's Avenue near the Lisburn Road and |
confronted him about what he had done to me. | don't know what year that was
but it was in or around the late 1990’s. He just said that his head was away. I've
always thought about him sexually assaulting me but I've never wanted to talk

about it before.

11.In or around 1976/1977 | was placed at Lisnevin Assessment Centre,
Newtownards for six weeks. | was transferred from there back to St Patrick’s
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HIA REF: 96

Witness Name: I 2 [VANKS]$)

wiTNESS STATEMENT oF g IVANRSS)

HIA 96

Personal details

provide any further information on my family life or my upbringing as it has no
relevance to this Inquiry.

2. | was never in trouble with the police nor had | any criminal convictions when |
was a child. Despite this | was taken by Social Workers and placed in Orana
House Children’s Home in Newry in or around April 1993. | was kidnapped and
taken away from my family and placed somewhere | should never have been. |
was told by _ who was my _ and _ who
was_, that 1 would only be there for two weeks. This was a

total lie as | was there for around fifteen months before | was sent to St Patrick’s
Training School because | was supposed to be out of control. In fact | was a
victim of physical, mental, sexual and emoctional abuse. | was a kidnap victim
held against my will and because | resisied and fought back against those
people | was deemed to be out of control. The reality was that those people and

the system were out of control.
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13. There were sexual predators within the female staff and the Brothers during my
time in St Patrick’s. | remember a female staff member called or
took sexual advantage of the boys. | was taken advantage of on one occasion
and am aware that she was also involved with other boys including a boy called
BT - v=s around IR -
had . | do not wish to provide any further details about what
happened to me other than to say that she attempted to take advantage of me in

a sexual manner and | put a stop to it.

14. There was another female staff member who came from - and she was
around [Jflyears old and she had [Jjjjjjjjhair. One evening [ went into
room to speak to him and she was partially dressed and in his bed.
| just left the room and she stayed behind with SRR

15. IIEREEEE v=s I st Ptrick's and he used to come into the rooms
at night when the staff had gone home. He brought comics with him but the boys
just told him to get out because we knew that he was up to something.
was another person who | was suspicious about. He came te our unit
from the Republic of Ireland and | believe he was involved in sexual offences
there. He always volunteered to supervise the boys in the swimming pool and |
saw him watching the boys and sometimes he followed them to the showers and
the changing rooms. He never tried anything with me however. 1 am not
prepared to provide details of any of the other sexual abuse which | suffered as |
am not comfortable with reliving it.

16. In my opinion there was a lot of emotional abuse. | was taken away from my
family for no reason and exploited by the system. The staff manipulated the
points system so that | lost out on home leave for example. They also accused
me of things which | had not done so that | would be punished. | remember one
occasion when | was getting ready to watch a film with a friend. A member of
staff came up and told us to go to bed because glass had been put into the
shower tray. It had absolutely nothing to do with me and | refused to leave the
TV room. | was assaulted and taken to Slemish House for punishment.
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17. | did receive visits from my family from time to time. They lived in -so

Patrick's. | was on the verge of ||| N N NN b ! that never went any

further either. 1 do not wish to provide any further details of my life after care to
the Inquiry because | believe that my private life is and should remain private.

20. As regards redress for what | and others suffered | do not want an apology
because it would just be words and would mean nothing to me. | do believe that

counselling should be made available to those who wish to avail of it. | also
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13. There were sexual predators within the female staff and the Brothers during my
time in St Patrick’s. | remember a female staff member called or
took sexual advantage of the boys. | was taken advantage of on one occasion
and am aware that she was also involved with other boys including a boy called
BT - v=s around IR -
had . | do not wish to provide any further details about what
happened to me other than to say that she attempted to take advantage of me in

a sexual manner and | put a stop to it.

14. There was another female staff member who came from - and she was
around [Jflyears old and she had [Jjjjjjjjhair. One evening [ went into
room to speak to him and she was partially dressed and in his bed.
| just left the room and she stayed behind with SRR

15. IIEREEEE v=s I st Ptrick's and he used to come into the rooms
at night when the staff had gone home. He brought comics with him but the boys
just told him to get out because we knew that he was up to something.
was another person who | was suspicious about. He came te our unit
from the Republic of Ireland and | believe he was involved in sexual offences
there. He always volunteered to supervise the boys in the swimming pool and |
saw him watching the boys and sometimes he followed them to the showers and
the changing rooms. He never tried anything with me however. 1 am not
prepared to provide details of any of the other sexual abuse which | suffered as |
am not comfortable with reliving it.

16. In my opinion there was a lot of emotional abuse. | was taken away from my
family for no reason and exploited by the system. The staff manipulated the
points system so that | lost out on home leave for example. They also accused
me of things which | had not done so that | would be punished. | remember one
occasion when | was getting ready to watch a film with a friend. A member of
staff came up and told us to go to bed because glass had been put into the
shower tray. It had absolutely nothing to do with me and | refused to leave the
TV room. | was assaulted and taken to Slemish House for punishment.
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1 A. Yes.

2 Q. -- who was a civilian member of staff who worked --

3 I think he began, he explains, working in St. Patrick"s
4 in 1964 and he remained there until the early 1990s.

5 You explain here how he -- so he had only begun working
6 Iin St. Patrick®s whenever you were -- you were there,

7 but you explain about a particular Saturday meal time

8 where eight of you got into trouble with him for

9 talking.

10 A. Yes.

11 Q- And you have said to the Inquiry that you weren®t

12 allowed to talk at meal times.

13 A. That"s right.

14 Q. Now the Order have said to the Inquiry that there was no
15 rule that prevented people speaking at meal times. |IT
16 there had been people getting out of hand, they would

17 have been told to keep quiet, but there was no problem
18 in people having a normal conversation. That"s not your
19 recollection?
20 A. No.
21 Q. And on this occasion SPT1 took eight of you and lined
22 you up?
23 A. That"s right.
24 And you explain how he struck you each on the face?
25 A. Yes.
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1 A. Yes.

2 Q. -- who was a civilian member of staff who worked --

3 I think he began, he explains, working in St. Patrick"s
4 in 1964 and he remained there until the early 1990s.

5 You explain here how he -- so he had only begun working
6 Iin St. Patrick®s whenever you were -- you were there,

7 but you explain about a particular Saturday meal time

8 where eight of you got into trouble with him for

9 talking.

10 A. Yes.

11 Q- And you have said to the Inquiry that you weren®t

12 allowed to talk at meal times.

13 A. That"s right.

14 Q. Now the Order have said to the Inquiry that there was no
15 rule that prevented people speaking at meal times. |IT
16 there had been people getting out of hand, they would

17 have been told to keep quiet, but there was no problem
18 in people having a normal conversation. That"s not your
19 recollection?
20 A. No.
21 Q. And on this occasion SPT1 took eight of you and lined
22 you up?
23 A. That"s right.
24 And you explain how he struck you each on the face?
25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. But 1t had a television --

2 A. It had a television.

3 Q. A living room, as it were --

4 A. Yes.

5 Q. -- with a television, and you took your meals there?

6 A. Yes.

7 Q. So there was a kitchen and dining table --

8 A. Yes.

9 Q. -- where -- and can you remember the number -- was it
10 ten boys roughly?

11  A. It wouldn®t have been -- yes, because if I think back
12 about the number of tables in that end of the thing, you
13 know, three or four tables. So, you know, it wasn"t

14 a big crowd and that"s why I say it wasn"t a -- 1 don"t
15 recall i1t being an awfully big building.

16 Q- And when you were 1in , that was a mix of boys.
17 So i1t was which on your

18 , and then some junior boys?

19 A. Yes. 1 think were designed for the juniors
20 Is again my recollection.
21
22
23
24 You were saying to me that there was -
25 A. There was another --
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twice, ran away, as | would call 1t. 1 was there for
very long times, because I got bollock beaten.
I am going to come on --

A. There was never a doctor called to my side once. When
I was sick many -- on many occasions | never seen any.
The cell was the place they put you in for long time,
see. So | just feel that there about ...

Q. The other thing that the Order have said is there must

© oo N oo g b~ w N P

have been a reason for you being put in a cell. You put

=
o

that reason down as to this -- going right back to this
11 incident on the first day you were there involving this
12 boy SPT36, and they never cared for your after that.

13 Isn"t that right?

14 A. Every Sunday my marks were O, O and that set you up --
15 that set you up for the --

16 Q. Punishment?

17 A. -- for the week. 0, O set you up for punishment and

18 I always had 0, O.

19 Q. One other thing you mentioned to me was when you were iIn

20 the home, you received two letters during that time from
21 your mother, and you say in those letters she enclosed
22 10 shillings, but that you never ever received that

23 money. [Is that right, HIA58?

24 A. 1 couldn®t -- my mother sent -- | got two letters in the
25 time | was there and my mother did tell me she had
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1 a girl. If we can just scroll down to the next page,

2 she also says that she went to somewhere with

3 a couple of times:

4 "By the way, why did you say you and had

5 fell out? |1 have just heard you haven®t, so even though
6 I*m going with if I wasn"t, | couldn®t go with

7 you because of ",

8 and that was received in March of 1975. Now she

9 hasn®"t signed the letter. You don"t ever remember

10 seeing those?

11 A. No.

12 Q. Yet when we were talking there just before the Panel

13 came in, 1°d asked you, "Did you get letters from family
14 members or anything?"” You do remember getting letters
15 from your family, but these letters seem to have been

16 opened and marked as "Received"™ and certainly put on

17 your file, but they don"t appear to have been given to
18 you or you don"t certainly remember seeing them at any
19 stage”?
20 A. No.
21 Q. If we could then look at a different document. That"s
22 SPT47539. You will see -- we had mentioned about the
23 recording of punishments and this seems to be an example
24 of the punishment record book. 1t is obviously for
25 St. Patrick®s Industrial School, which was certified In
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abuse were being dismissed. He said:
"At the end of the meeting | was taken back to
Slemish House and was harangued iIn the same manner by
namely [yourself], SPT3, SPT87 and SPT88,
placed on black and remained on that rank for three
months."
Now you make the point that all of those staff

members would not have been on duty at the same time.

© oo N oo g b~ w N P

I mean, 1 take it from your statement that you don"t

=
o

accept that you would have harangued him in any way to
11 withdraw a statement being made to the police?

12 A. Never happened.

13 Q. Now just iIn his evidence he said a few things that -- at
14 page 89 to 90, fTirst of all. Well, he described you

15 Slemish House and you accept that"s who
16 you were, but he also said that -- yes, he made the

17 point about the interception of the mail, first of all.
18 He said:

19 "It was quite strange how IS
20 saying he never intercepted mail, but yet at a case

21 conference they are actually openly admitting that they
22 were intercepting my mail. So I think one i1s telling

23 lies somewhere along the line, because 1Tt they are

24 intercepting my mail 1t is either "yes"™ or "no", where
25 SPT2 1s saying no, he didn"t do 1t, which I know for
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1 a fact that"s not the case, because
2
3 What you are saying is it wasn®"t a case of you
4 stopping the mail getting to the boys. They just had to
5 open i1t In front of you --
6 A Yes.
7 Q -—- and that is what you understood --
8 A. It was iIn the rule book of the unit.
9 Q But you do accept that there were concerns about what
10 boys were writing in the sense is of iIn this boy"s case
11 --

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. -—- the attempt was -- It was to ensure that there was
14 no -- nothing untoward happening really --

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. —- 1n relation to him was the rationale behind checking
17 the mail. Would that be fair?

18 A. He was a very dangerous boy.

19 Q. Well, he also spoke about the colour scheme that

20 operated in Slemish House at page 82 to 83 of the

21 transcript of his evidence, and we were talking about
22 that colour scheme and he said that:

23 "Just something has tweaked my memory. | remember
24 at lunchtime -- after lunch, when the teacher who had

25 been 1n Slemish House came down to have lunch, after
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staff that we were looking at in the reports and the
staff members iIndicating they are not prepared to accept
that type of behaviour and challenging it and sending it
up the line and reports being written then about that.
Occasionally when 1t was regarded that things had gone
too far, you being moved over to the Slemish unit, which
was the secure unit, and difficulties in the teaching
environment with occasionally you being taken out of the
teaching environment and being taught one-to-one
effectively in Aisling House.

What you were saying to me earlier, HIA96, to try to
summarise it from your side, was i1t was like a war
between --

It was a war zone.

Yes, between the staff and the residents?

Sure.

And 1s that a fair way to summarise what you saw?

Yes. It was -- 1t was a war zone and that is a fair
assessment. That is the reality, but i1t Is one thing
saying 1t. It is one thing actually living amongst it.
It was a war zone. Make no mistake about that.

And what the records show, HIA96, whenever you -- 1 am
not going to go through the long chronology you and

I were looking at earlier as we were looking through

documents, but at various times various members of staff
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