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• 12 September 1966: Miss Hill visited (and inspected the home) with the 
MOHA Minister and other officials10 ; 
 

• September 1970: “Miss Hill called and carried out an inspection, 
bringing with her Dr Bell”11. 
 

1.8 On account of the incidents outlined in paragraphs 3.3-3.4 below, the Manor 
House Home was included within the scope of the Hughes Inquiry12.  The 
Inquiry found that the frequency of inspections by the Social Work Advisory 
Group (SWAG) for the period 1978 to 1983 to be “no more than adequate”.  
According to the Hughes Report, SWAG had inspected the home in July 1978 
and September 198113.  The report acknowledged that a Social Work Advisor 
had visited the home in: January and August 1978; July 1979; and that a 
follow up visit to the 1981 inspection had been made in December 1982.   The 
report did not reference SWAG visits made (probably) in July 198214 and 
(definitely) in September 198215.  The Hughes report concluded that “in any 
event, SWAG’s inspections could have had no direct bearing on the 
prevention of such incidents.” 
 

1.9 At present the Department has no further evidence of inspections or visits by 
Inspectors other than those reported above.  

 
2. HIAI Question 2  
 

2(a) Did the Department carry out any inspections of Manor House prior 
to 1950.  If not, why not?  
 

2.1 With regard to children’s institutions that were not reformatories or industrial 
schools, section 25 of the Children Act 1908 (the 1908 Act)16 provided that 
“the Chief Secretary may cause any institution for the reception of poor 
children or young persons, supported wholly or partly by voluntary 
contributions and not liable to be inspected by or under the authority of any 
Government Department, to be visited and inspected from time to time by 
persons appointed by him for that purpose”.  
  

2.2 The Department does not hold any information with reference to the 
implementation of this provision. The Departmental submission to the Hughes 

10 MNH-2042 
11 MNH-2056 
12 The Committee of Inquiry into Children’s Homes and Hostels.  
13 The 1981 inspection report is contained within the HIAI evidence MNH- 
14 see paragraph 3.3 
15 see paragraph 3.4 
16 As read within section 133(1) of that Act 
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2. Interaction between MoHA and Manor House pre 1950. 
  

2.1. There is likely to have been contact between Manor House and MoHA 

in the period between 1927 and 1950. MoHA employed Children’s 

Inspectors from 1922. Whilst the Manor House files from this period no 

longer exist, evidence available within the Nazareth Lodge module 

confirmed these Children’s Inspectors were inspecting and reporting 

upon Industrial Schools1. The frequency of any interaction/inspection 

is not clear but unlike the situation in England, discussed in the 

January 1938 report entitled ‘The Fifth Report of the Work of the 

Children’s Branch’ 2  (The “1938 Report”), where at that time some 

homes were unknown to the Home Office, it is inconceivable given the 

small geographical area of Northern Ireland that this situation 

pertained here.  

 

2.2. The 1938 Report is illuminative of the practice being applied in 

England at that time. It is of note that of over a thousand homes that 

had forwarded particulars to the Home Office (as they first were 

required to do by the Children and Young Person Act 1933) “visits 

have been paid to over 300 homes and in many cases repeated if this 

seemed necessary.”3 It is of note the nomenclature used was “visit” 

rather than inspection, albeit the officials were referred to as “Home 

Office Inspectors”. Further the report suggests a routine visiting 

pattern had not been established, rather follow up visits occurred only 

if it was found to be necessary.  

 

2.3. The earliest file (TC 168) which is still available dates from 19484, but 

it is likely children’s inspectors were engaging with the home from 

when it opened. It can also be seen that the home had ready access 

1 Evidence of Dr. Harrison Day 176, Pg. 10, lines 16-22.  
2 Submitted to the Inquiry and referred to in evidence by Dr Harrison on Day 176, pgs. 7-
9. 
3 The Fifth Report of the Work of the Children’s Branch’ Page 104. 
4 MNH-2566. 
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