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1     You point to in your statement, for instance, the

2     constitution of the Order itself had a series of rules

3     and practical instructions set out which were obviously

4     there to guard against difficulties arising.

5 A.  Well, it's very clear canon law, as has been well

6     recorded now, at that time and for a long time

7     recognised child abuse as a crime.  The civil law

8     recognised child abuse as a crime.  I think culturally

9     we can't seek any excuses in terms of the lack of

10     understanding of the reality, the danger, the threat of

11     child abuse.  The understanding of the impact of abuse

12     may have improved over recent years, but that does not

13     take away the fundamental failure to recognise that

14     children were at risk, and I cite Father Peter McCann

15     himself, Chair of the Management Committee, who in his

16     evidence to the Hughes Inquiry quite openly said:

17         "Such institutions are inclined to be a target for

18     people with such proclivities."

19         So I don't think any refuge can be sought in a claim

20     that we didn't understand the risk of abuse and, as

21     I have repeatedly said in my statement, I find it quite

22     shocking even at a distance and even having some sense

23     of the culture of the time, both within society and

24     within the church, that the safety of children was not

25     the first priority in everything.  In fact, it didn't
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1     seem to appear anywhere in the priorities of either the

2     Management Board or the Governing Board or the general

3     practice of how the home was run.  I find that very

4     shocking.

5         So I am anxious particularly for those who were

6     abused in Rubane to hear the diocese acknowledge that

7     their safety was not the first priority and that it

8     should have been, and that's before we even start

9     talking about providing an atmosphere that was

10     appropriate to their actual emotional, social as well as

11     educational needs.  I think it was at best naive to

12     expect that putting children into what was effectively

13     a monastic environment was in any sense adequate to

14     addressing what they actually needed, which was love,

15     care, notwithstanding I have no doubt that there were

16     sincere efforts made by individuals to provide a loving,

17     caring environment, but fundamentally this was

18     a monastic regime, which may have provided relative

19     stability and order, but that's not what the children's

20     needs were about, and I find it difficult to understand

21     how that wasn't obvious even at that time.

22 Q.  You make the point at the end of paragraph 5 that:

23         "What is at issue is the manifest inadequacy of the

24     systems and steps that were put in place to keep

25     children safe, evidenced by the abuse reported to this


