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1 A.  142.

2 Q.  142.  In paragraph 5 you explain that SR112 -- to begin

3     with, it wasn't too bad, but as time went on, then the

4     head nun, SR112, was bad to you.  You say she battered

5     you stupid.  She couldn't hit you hard enough.  So she

6     would take your shoes off and hit you with -- hit you on

7     the feet.

8 A.  With the cane.

9 Q.  And it was always the cane that she used?

10 A.  She used mostly.  She kept it hung round her big belt.

11     She had a belt on her habit and she always kept the cane

12     hanging.

13 Q.  When you talk in your statement about slapping, that's

14     the cane you're talking about --

15 A.  I'm talking about the cane.

16 Q.  -- being slapped with the cane?

17 A.  Uh-huh.

18 Q.  You talk about how she would have given you a whack with

19     it.

20 A.  Uh-huh.

21 Q.  I'm right in saying it wasn't just on the hands; it

22     could be on the legs?

23 A.  Legs, anywhere.

24 Q.  In fact, if we look at -- you describe a particular

25     incident in paragraph 32 right at the end of your
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1     statement.  If we go to 209, please, you describe to the

2     Panel how one day you were walloped by SR112 with a cane

3     and there were wallops all over your legs.

4 A.  That's correct.

5 Q.  You met , who you have a good word

6     for.

7 A.  He came in for mass just.  He wasn't belonging to the

8     convent, but he came in to say mass and he played with

9     the children.

10 Q.  He is someone you have a good memory of.

11 A.  Great memory.

12 Q.  You mentioned to me you named one of your sons after

13     him.

14 A.  I did.

15 Q.  On this occasion you came across him after you got the

16     walloping with the cane --

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  -- and you -- he talked to you about it --

19 A.  Uh-huh.

20 Q.  -- and wanted you to go and get the cane that you had

21     got the walloping with.

22 A.  Yes.

23 Q.  So do you want to just explain to the Panel when you

24     went back into SR112 what happened?

25 A.  She was sitting doing -- correcting the homeworks or

NHB18
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1     their sums or what, and when I went in, she looked up

2     and I said -- I had to tell her what I was in for and

3     I said, "  sent me in to get the cane that

4     marked my legs".  So she brought the cane with her and

5     out we came, and he asked her why, but she didn't really

6     give an answer and he said, "I never want to see a child

7     marked like that", and that was it, and she promised no,

8     but when she got him away, she dug her knuckles into my

9     head.  She says, "I'll mark you where it will not show".

10 Q.  So she told you there'd be a way round walloping you on

11     the legs and that was the use of her knuckle?

12 A.  Oh, she had a terrible habit of banging her knuckles

13     into your head.

14 Q.  So for SR112, she was the worst nun that you remember?

15 A.  She was the hardest on us, yes.

16 Q.  The two things that you remember her doing most were

17     using the cane a lot on you --

18 A.  I got caned a lot.

19 Q.  -- and other children and using her knuckle?

20 A.  Uh-huh.

21 Q.  You explain in paragraph 6 of your statement, if we go

22     back to 204, some other examples of things that caused

23     you to end up getting hit or others getting hit.  You

24     talk about when you were going to sleep at night --

25 A.  Uh-huh.

NHB18
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1     off the bottom of them.  If that wasn't done right, you

2     were brought in and you were hit.

3 Q.  So it's that type of --

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  As long as you remembered and did the things --

6 A.  Yes.

7 Q.  -- that were set --

8 A.  Yes.

9 Q.  -- in terms of the discipline --

10 A.  Uh-huh.

11 Q.  -- then you were okay?

12 A.  Yes.

13 Q.  You mention -- if we can try and get the layout -- the

14     sewing room --

15 A.  Yes.

16 Q.  -- which is somewhere --

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  -- you were taken to be hit.

19 A.  Yes.

20 Q.  Can you just explain to the Panel where that was in the

21     building?

22 A.  Yes.  It was down on the ground floor.  You came in the

23     back into the changing room.  That was -- you came in

24     from the back out of school into the changing room, got

25     changed.  The nun came in and looked at the collar of
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1     your shirt, and if it was -- if it was dirty, you were

2     brought into the sewing room and you were slapped across

3     the knuckles.

4 Q.  Okay.  Let me pause you there, because I will come back

5     to that part about the uniform, but what you are

6     explaining is the school classroom was on the ground

7     floor, and when you came out of school, there was

8     a changing room --

9 A.  Yes.

10 Q.  -- where you changed out of your --

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  -- uniform that you wore at school.

13 A.  Yes, but this is when you came out of St. Monica's.

14 Q.  Out of St. Monica's.  Sorry.

15 A.  You came in the back way.

16 Q.  You've come home from --

17 A.  Yes, yes.

18 Q.  From 11 to 15 you are out at St. Monica's.

19 A.  Yes, yes.

20 Q.  You come home.  You are changing out of your uniform --

21 A.  Yes.

22 Q.  -- on the ground floor in this changing room.  Then

23     there is a sewing room --

24 A.  Yes.

25 Q.  -- and that's where you were dealt with.
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  I will come back to the subject of that.  The other --

3     just to get the bearings, the dorm that you were part of

4     --

5 A.  Yes.

6 Q.  -- during your time --

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  -- SR31's, Our Lady's dorm, was on the top floor of the

9     house.

10 A.  Was on the very top floor.

11 Q.  While it was one group --

12 A.  Yes.

13 Q.  -- the dormitory was actually segregated.

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  There was a partition --

16 A.  Yes.

17 Q.  -- with a doorway.

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  Was there a door in?  Was it just an architrave or was

20     the door --

21 A.  Just -- just a -- there was no door.

22 Q.  No door?

23 A.  No.

24 Q.  So there's a partition across --

25 A.  Yes.
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1 Q.  Do you know what age you were, HIA37, at all?

2 A.  I think I was anything between, say -- I wasn't at the

3     big school, as we would say.  So possibly 10.

4 Q.  Again the Congregation have said that this is not

5     a punishment that they have heard of and they don't

6     believe that that was -- they felt it was an odd type of

7     punishment and they don't believe that you would have

8     been punished in that way.

9 A.  I always thought they were very creative in their

10     punishments actually.  I mean, I have been brought up at

11     home and I was chastised by my mother and father, but

12     never to the extreme cruel methods that they used.

13 Q.  You go on to talk here in paragraphs 24 and 25 about the

14     punishments.  You say that:

15         "Other punishments were being forced to kneel with

16     our hands on our heads for hours.  We would be told to

17     kneel to be caned, as this gave extra force to the

18     strikes.  The nuns would use both hands for extra

19     strength and cane us until they were exhausted."

20         You were demonstrating to me when you were --

21     earlier by that you meant that the nun would hold one

22     hand with the other hand before using the cane.

23 A.  Uh-huh.  Yes.

24 Q.  "Your hands would be red raw and swollen and painful for

25     days and you held them under your arms to try to reduce
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1     I didn't play with them or anything, but, yes, there was

2     a family of 

3 Q.  If you just go down to the bottom there, it says:

4         "On a daily basis I would see SR31 and SR116

5     physically beating other children in the home, often

6     very badly.  I once remember seeing another girl called

7     HIA37.  I was about 12 at the time.  HIA37 was grabbed

8     by her hair by SR31 and dragged physically up a flight

9     of stairs and into the top room.  She was screaming and

10     crying, but none of us could do anything about it.  It

11     was terrible."

12         Now have you a recollection of SR31 doing that to

13     you at all, HIA37?

14 A.  Oh, yes.  Uh-huh, but you had so many punishments you

15     just sometimes, when you try to recollect it or think

16     about it, sometimes it was just so, so bad it's like

17     they all merge into one big, black nightmare, but yes.

18     I mean, they did like to do this in front of other

19     children, and then they had other menaces like taking

20     you into a room and beating you where there weren't

21     witnesses, but I do remember, but she did this on so

22     many occasions I couldn't tell you how many.  I couldn't

23     tell you the reason either.

24 Q.  Well, the Congregation have said that they had a policy

25     of no physical punishment for children, although they do

HIA 28, HIA 29, HIA 39
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1     would be all right and it was.  This girl, I asked her.

2     She was about, oh, maybe 16.  I said, "When I am down at

3     supper tonight, would you mind just taking the

4     responsibility of checking the children are all right?"

5     They were doing their homework, and she did and that was

6     it.  Otherwise they were supervised, yes.

7 Q.  I want to ask you, SR153, about punishment.  I am going

8     to show you what you said to the police in 1996 about

9     this issue.

10 A.  Yes.

11 Q.  If we can look, please, at 60282, you were being

12     asked -- having been interviewed about this allegation

13     that was made by the girl that you don't -- you believe

14     has mistaken you for a different nun --

15 A.  Yes, yes.

16 Q.  -- that you were then being asked:

17         "Well, just getting back" -- if we scroll down,

18     please -- "just getting back there just for a general

19     thing" --

20 A.  Yes.

21 Q.  -- "would you ever have hit any of the kids at all and

22     how would you have chastised them?",

23          and you say:

24         "I used to deprive them of maybe television and

25     there again sometimes I'd find myself bringing them back
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1     in halfway, you know."

2         I was saying to you that's a suggestion of you being

3     soft, that you punished them by stopping them watching

4     TV but you relented halfway through.

5 A.  When it came to the time, I probably said, "For goodness

6     sake, it's not that serious.  Come on!"  Yes.

7 Q.  You used to do that or you say:

8         "... forfeit a little something or other, but it was

9     mostly -- and that was my belief.  Talk to them, you

10     know" --

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  -- "and say 'I'm surprised now that you would do that

13     sort of thing.  Come on!'  Yeah.  That was how I had --

14     I didn't touch them at all, though I believe we were" --

15     if we scroll down, please -- "I believe we were allowed

16     to give them a slap, but I didn't like to do that ever."

17         Now you go -- you are then asked:

18         "Where did you get the belief from about -- about

19     the slapping?

20         A.  Well, it was in instructions.  I remember

21     reading some instructions, but I would never have

22     touched them.

23         Q.  Right."

24         Then you say:

25         "I wouldn't have wanted to.
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1 Q.  How long would they have stayed in that unit, Sister?

2 A.  Usually until they were 17 and a half, 18.

3 Q.  Who would have looked after them there?

4 A.  There was a Senior Social Worker, one of the residential

5     social workers who looked after them.

6 Q.  Just talking about the relationships with Sisters and

7     children, and I was asking, you know, as I asked SR208,

8     did Sisters have their favourites and, if so, was that

9     obvious or what was the position?

10 A.  It was never noticeable really, but I'm sure Sisters

11     probably liked one more than the other, but it was never

12     made obvious, nor were they singled out for preferential

13     treatment, but there was one Sister who was supposed to

14     have pets.  At least the children perceived that they

15     were the pet, but, I mean, I never saw any -- any reason

16     to believe it, but ...

17 Q.  The other children certainly had that view.

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  Obedience was expected from children, Sister --

20 A.  Yes.

21 Q.  -- and I was asking you about what form of discipline

22     was used in the home if children were disobedient or had

23     behaved badly in some way.

24 A.  Yes.

25 Q.  You were telling me there was various sanctions.
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1 A.  Depending on what their misbehaviour had been or what

2     fault they had committed really, but it was more -- if

3     it was something very minor, they might have been

4     deprived of a favourite television programme or

5     sometimes it could be that they were sent to bed maybe

6     with the younger children.  Instead of getting --

7     staying up to 9 o'clock, they went at 8 o'clock, or

8     sometimes it could be they were kept back from Irish

9     dancing or from Brownies or football training, but then

10     if it was something very serious, it might have been

11     their pocket money not completely taken off them but --

12 Q.  Withheld?

13 A.  Sorry?

14 Q.  Withheld, Sister?

15 A.  Yes.

16 Q.  Just on the subject of pocket money, did every child in

17     the home get pocket money?

18 A.  Every child got pocket money according to their age.

19 Q.  That was obviously from you went in the mid-'70s.

20 A.  Yes.

21 Q.  You don't know what the position was before that time.

22 A.  I don't know really.

23 Q.  You weren't -- as I say, in 1983 at that stage your

24     responsibility was the nursery school and you weren't

25     yourself in charge of any group of children.  I think
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1     is such an institutionalised child makes us loathe to

2     recommend another form of institutional care, but in the

3     circumstances there seems to be no alternative."

4         If we just scroll down, this is what you and I were

5     discussing earlier, that:

6         "HIA195's family can offer no solution.  Her father

7     is not interested and her sisters are incapable of

8     offering HIA195 the stability that she needs.  There are

9     no hopes of fostering this girl.

10         HIA195 is settled, happy and contented here and so,

11     despite the danger of further institutionalisation, we

12     feel that there is little alternative but to make

13     a Training School Order."

14         You explain in your statement that you weren't

15     always an angel when you were in Middletown --

16 A.  No.

17 Q.  -- but you settled down and found a warmth there that

18     wasn't your experience in Nazareth House.

19 A.  Yes.  That's correct.

20 Q.  I want to go back then to your statement.  You stayed in

21     Middletown until '79, in fact, after your Training

22     School Order expired, and then ...

23 A.  Yes.

24 Q.  If we go back to your statement, please, at 171, you

25     talk at various locations in your statement about SR31
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1     and her behaviour towards you.  You say in paragraph 5

2     that you were sure to get a slap every day from her.

3     Was that a slap with the hand or what do you mean by

4     that when you say --

5 A.  A bunch of keys on the top of the head.

6 Q.  So it was hitting you with a bunch of keys.  You say she

7     had her favourites, but you were her punch bag.

8 A.  Yes.

9 Q.  What do you mean by "favourites"?  What -- how did you

10     become a -- what characterised a favourite?

11 A.  Different girls that she had, you know, that was always

12     with her and then other ones was hit.

13 Q.  And you could see that distinction --

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  -- in the group that you were in.  The group you were

16     in, it was about forty girls.  Is that -- or were there

17     less?  Can you remember?  If you can't, just say.

18 A.  I can't really remember.

19 Q.  You can't remember the size of it, but there are

20     a number of girls in the group?

21 A.  Yes.

22 Q.  You describe yourself as "her punch bag".  Is that just

23     how you characterise it, reflecting back on -- you know,

24     were there good times with SR31 as well as the bad times

25     that you explained?  Were there some times when she was
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1     left-handed.

2 A.  Yes.  That's correct.

3 Q.  What -- how would she -- was that -- did she use a ruler

4     or how -- what did she hit you with?

5 A.  A bunch of keys.

6 Q.  So it's the keys that you clearly remember were the

7     thing?

8 A.  On the head.

9 Q.  You say here that she would hit you on the head in front

10     of all the classes and tell everyone that you were

11     a dunce?

12 A.  Yes, that's correct.

13 Q.  Now I did say to you that there is a -- and we will come

14     back to the record about education slightly later, where

15     she seemed to be more positive in the social worker's

16     record about your education, but we will come back to

17     that.  What you are saying is she hit you and you say in

18     this paragraph she hit you for nothing.

19         Then in paragraph 9 you recount how on a Friday you

20     were involved in the cleaning of the floors in the

21     classroom.

22 A.  Yes.

23 Q.  You explain you had a knife to take the --

24 A.  Wax off.

25 Q.  -- wax off the floor and then you had to rewax it.



Day 101 HIA Inquiry 11 March 2015

www.merrillcorp.com/mls

Page 58

1 A.  (Nods.)

2 Q.  I was asking you can you remember others being involved

3     in that with you?

4 A.  Nobody.

5 Q.  You don't have a recollection of that.  It was just the

6     classrooms that were done on the Friday?

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  Then am I right in saying the other parts of the

9     building then were worked on on the Saturday?

10 A.  (Nods.)

11 Q.  Does that mean that while there were some chores during

12     the week in the mornings, the main chores were this work

13     on the Friday evening and then on the Saturday?

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  You mention this a number of times in your statement,

16     HIA195, that the punish... -- one of the punishments

17     that she would give you was to kneel outside her cell.

18 A.  And pray all night.

19 Q.  The Order has said to the Inquiry that they accept there

20     may have been some kneeling.  If we just bring up,

21     please, 2033 and paragraph 9.  Just scroll down, please.

22     The Order said to the Inquiry:

23         "Many allegations have been made similar to those

24     described by HIA195.  Whilst we agree a child may have

25     been made to kneel outside a Sister's door at night, we
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1     don't accept that HIA195 would have been left there all

2     night without food or sleep."

3         That's how it seemed to you.  Whether it was all

4     night or not, that's how it appeared to you at the time.

5 A.  It was all night.

6 Q.  That's your recollection of it.  You mention, if we go

7     back to paragraph 10 at 173, that you would be hit in

8     the class for falling asleep.

9 A.  Yes.

10 Q.  Was that with the keys or was that with some --

11 A.  No, keys, bunch of keys.

12 Q.  In paragraph 11 you talk about developing psoriasis on

13     your head.

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  You describe how SR31 dealt with that, and that was

16     having your hair cut off, and you describe the manner in

17     which she tried to work on your head and the bleeding

18     and then being hit with the brush that she was using.

19     Why did she hit you?  Can you remember were you

20     struggling or --

21 A.  No, I was squealing with the pain, because she was

22     scrubbing my head that much with the Jeyes Fluid it was

23     burning the head off me.  I was squealing that much she

24     just whacked me on top of the head with a scrubbing

25     brush.
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1 A.  No, SR31.

2 Q.  In 1995 it appears that that SR31, whose real name was

3     SR31 or SR31, was the subject of a police investigation.

4     Just if I make the Panel aware that file, which was

5     file 30 of 41 of Operation Overview, runs from 60289 to

6     60408.

7         Now you were one of seven individuals whose various

8     allegations were put to SR31 and amongst them was

9     a thread of the use of the keys, and what I am going to

10     do -- I was discussing this with you earlier -- is just

11     show the Panel some of the core references in the

12     interview that relate to what she had to say.

13         If we look at -- the period -- the part that covers

14     your allegations being put to her are at 60324 through

15     to 60342.  If we just bring up 60324, please, there is

16     a discussion here that -- she says well, she did carry

17     keys.  She said:

18         "There were two keys."

19         I presume they were for a large door.  So they were

20     --

21 A.  Two keys?  There must have been about a hundred keys in

22     the bunch.

23 Q.  Sorry, HIA195.  Can you just --

24 A.  It wasn't two keys.  It was about a hundred keys in one

25     bunch.
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1 Q.  So it was a bunch of keys?

2 A.  Uh-huh.

3 Q.  She is saying to the police there were two keys that she

4     had.  One was the classroom, one to her private room.

5     She would have carried those at night.

6         "A.  Yes."

7         Just scroll down, please.

8         "Q.  At all times basically when you were --

9         A.  They were in my pocket, yes.

10         Q.  Certainly you don't know anything about hitting

11     the child with the --

12         A.  Certainly not.

13         Q. -- bunch?  Certainty not.  Right.  Okay."

14         Then she goes on to talk about you, and the same

15     issue is raised.  If we just look quickly, please, at

16     60333, she says very specifically:

17         "No recollection of that at all now, you know.  It

18     didn't happen.  I didn't hit any..."

19         Well, I presume "hit" should be in there:

20         "I didn't hit anybody with the keys."

21         So she is saying categorically while she had some

22     keys, she never used them to hit anyone.  What do you

23     want to say to the Inquiry about that, HIA195?

24 A.  She did hit me with the keys.

25 Q.  She says in the police interview, if we look, please, at
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1     60335, that you were considered, she seems to be

2     implying by others, to be her pet --

3 A.  Never.

4 Q.  -- and that other children in the group used to tease

5     her that HIA195 could not do any wrong.  She says even

6     to this day, which would have been 1996, she was

7     receiving letters from other girls stating that you were

8     her pet.

9         She said -- if we move through on to the next page,

10     please, 60336, she says that you were -- she was very

11     kind to you and did -- on 60337 she says she did all she

12     could to help you.  On 60338 she says she was

13     particularly good to you.

14 A.  No.

15 Q.  Is that how you recall your time with SR31?

16 A.  No.  I hated her.

17 Q.  Why did you hate her?

18 A.  Because she was just cruel and rude and ignorant and

19     kept beating me all the time.

20 Q.  What she says about -- the allegation then is put to her

21     that you told her what Brendan Smyth had done to you

22     that first occasion, and if we go back, please, to

23     60328, so the -- what you say in your police statement

24     about what happened and what you told her is explained

25     to her and she is asked then:
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1         Now did you talk to others about your police

2     statement in 1995 about talking about the bunch of keys?

3 A.  No, I didn't.  I didn't talk to anybody.

4 Q.  Where were you -- can you think back?  Where were you

5     living by 1995?

6 A.  1995 I would have -- I was .

7 Q.  So you'd moved to the  by then?

8 A.  Yes, yes.

9 Q.  Is it possible that the police got in touch with you as

10     someone who lived in Nazareth House?

11 A.  I -- I do remember the police coming at one time when

12     I was living in , and it was also to find out

13     where  had lived, because of allegations of

14     Father Smyth.

15 Q.  So that might have been --

16 A.  Yes.

17 Q.  -- what led to the --

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  -- discussion with the police about it --

20 A.  Yes.

21 Q.  -- and led to the statement, but in any event the

22     suggestion here is that you have picked up the being hit

23     with a bunch of keys --

24 A.  No.

25 Q.  -- from others.

HIA 368
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1 A.  I picked up I was hit with a bunch of keys because I was

2     hit with bunches of keys.  It wasn't -- it's nobody else

3     put that into my head.  I never asked anybody else about

4     it.  This is what happened to me.  This isn't about

5     seven other people or I don't know about seven other

6     people.

7 Q.  She goes on to deal with each of the allegations in turn

8     and says, "No, I didn't do those things.  I didn't ..."

9     -- she says in relation to your mum, for instance, she

10     didn't even know she was an alcoholic, so she wouldn't

11     have been saying that about her --

12 A.  She did know.

13 Q.  -- but you are saying that's what happened?

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  What we can see is that ultimately a decision -- if we

16     look at 60295, please, having gathered all this material

17     together and looked at the totality of it, the decision

18     was taken in these papers:

19         "Seven separate complainants make allegations

20     against SR31 and there is a common thread of striking

21     the girls with a bunch of keys.

22         However, when one takes into account the mostly

23     minor nature of and length of time since the commission

24     of the alleged offences, the lack of medical or other

25     corroborative evidence and the subsequent denials by the
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