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1 A.  That's correct, yes.

2 Q.  The Inquiry is aware she was born in .  So

3     she would have been 35 years old around 1960 whenever

4     you are talking about being in her group.  You would

5     have been about 11 at that stage.  She passed away in

6      2011.  She spent about seventeen years in

7     Nazareth.

8         You explain in paragraph 4 of your statement that

9     she would have beaten you on a regular basis for the

10     smallest thing.  I was asking you this morning what sort

11     of things were you talking about.  You were saying if

12     you had been caught somewhere where you shouldn't have

13     been or you didn't do precisely what you were told, and

14     you were saying to me that not everybody was hit by

15     SR31.  It was those children who were strong-willed.  Do

16     you want to explain to the Panel what you mean by that?

17 A.  I was a bit stubborn I think and it was from being hit

18     all the time, and I was being walloped, and I wouldn't

19     cry, and the more I didn't cry, the more she would hit

20     me, and I think just that she just had a thing against

21     me just because I think I was just stubborn and wouldn't

22     give in to her and she just --

23 Q.  Am I right in saying, HIA430, that there were children

24     who never got hit?

25 A.  That's correct.  They would be called her pets.  There
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1     tapioca.

2 A.  Yes.

3 Q.  You also said that SR116 had scrubbed between your legs

4     using a scrubbing brush and that that caused you a great

5     deal of pain and distress.

6         You then -- that was in September 2004.  Then in

7     June 2005 you came back and spoke to the police again.

8     As you say, you were in contact with them anyway, but

9     you did make another police statement.  In that police

10     statement you said this was after a reunion, and you

11     remembered more details of where one incident occurred,

12     for example, and you give more details about the

13     injuries you sustained.  I wanted to ask you, first of

14     all, about the reunion and how that came about.

15 A.  The reunion came about because at the time that I was

16     actually trying to bring these charges I had no

17     witnesses, and the police were saying to me and my

18     solicitor was saying to me, you know, "Really it would

19     be in your ..." -- because I wasn't in contact with

20     anybody from my past, that if I could just have some

21     witnesses that would say they were in there too, that

22     that might be more useful to my case for the criminal

23     court and for ...

24         So my ex-husband went on to Friends Reunited and

25     through that a lady who was in Nazareth House at the
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used to cry while he was standing there.   and the other nuns used to stand and 

just laugh at him.  It was so cruel.  This pattern of behaviour continued until I was 15 years old.  

I also remember that two other nuns were present  and , they were 

also very cruel to all of us but  was the worst.  Whenever my mother used to come 

to the home to visit  would be all nice to her, but when she left us  

would tell us over and over again "Your mummy is a bad person, she loves men, that's why you 

are here with us, she doesn't care about you, you should be grateful that the nuns look after 

you".  One really terrible task I was made to do was to go upstairs to another part of the home.  

It was where the older residents stayed, when they died I was made to help wash their bodies.  I 

had to do this about 3-4 times.  I used to get yelled at for not carrying this out as quickly as they 

wanted.  I was terrified.  When I was 15 years old I left this part of the home to go and work in St 

Joseph's baby home.  I did this until I was 17 years old.  On reflection I feel traumatised when I 

recall the way I was treated in the home and especially my brother.  The discipline was 

horrendous and staying there had a major impact on my childhood both physically and 

emotionally.  I currently see a psychiatrist which is directly related to my time in Nazareth 

House.   
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1     earlier is after you left, your younger sister continued

2     to live on in the home for a period.

3 A.  She did, yes.

4 Q.  I want to go back to your witness statement then at 661.

5     As I was doing when we were discussing matters earlier,

6     HIA95, I am going to try to deal with these as groups of

7     issues.

8         You describe in paragraph 8 and a series of other

9     paragraphs various difficulties you had at the hands of

10     SR134.  I am going to talk to you, first of all, about

11     SR134.

12         In paragraph 8 you say that she -- you remember her

13     thumping your younger sister --

14 A.  That's right, yes.

15 Q.  -- because she wouldn't stop crying.  You say that she

16     was someone who would grab you by the ears.  Can you

17     just explain to the Panel what you mean by she would --

18     did she just --

19 A.  She used to get you by your ears and then whatever was

20     closest to her, be it the wall, the door, you got

21     slammed back into it, not more -- more than once.

22 Q.  What -- can you remember what you had done or were

23     perceived to have done to be treated in that way?

24 A.  You may have done -- you weren't doing your work

25     properly, whatever was allocated to you.  You weren't --
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1     sometimes I couldn't even think why I was being hit, but

2     that was one of the reasons, and another time was

3     a friend I got, she -- we -- as a --

4 Q.  This is one we are going to come to I think --

5 A.  Okay.

6 Q.  -- that we discussed earlier.  So there were times

7     whenever it happened and you weren't really sure, but it

8     seemed to be something that had --

9 A.  It was something very simple.  It never was anything

10     really major that -- depending on her mood I would say

11     that day.

12 Q.  You talk in paragraph 10 of a particular incident.  You

13     describe yourself as having a tick and you are talking

14     about that as it relates to your knee.

15 A.  Yes.  I used to sit and shake my leg.  I wasn't aware

16     I was doing it and mostly when you were still that would

17     happen in church.

18 Q.  That had the effect of shaking the pew a little.

19 A.  It did.  It used to make a noise, but obviously, as

20     I say, I wasn't really aware of it, and then she

21     would -- SR134 -- she would always sit behind you,

22     SR134, and then she'd come at you with a knuckle in your

23     spine, or I don't know what she was pricking me with.

24     She'd prick you with something, but I'm never sure

25     whether they had a little -- you know, with their habit,
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1     I am never sure whether she had a pin that held in here.

2     I know it was something sharp she was pricking me with

3     and she'd do that to you quite often right into your

4     back.

5 Q.  So it may -- it mightn't be a pin as we understand it

6     today.

7 A.  No, no, but I don't know.  I know it was sharp.  Let's

8     put it like that.

9 Q.  But it was you think something that helped secure --

10 A.  That's what I always thought, because I don't know how

11     they kept this on.  They obviously don't wear the same

12     habits as they did then.  They don't wear them today.

13     They had a kind of a thing across here and the veils

14     came down here.  I am sure it was something that must

15     have held on here to hold it in place.

16 Q.  This poking would be to get you to stop?

17 A.  To stop, yes.

18 Q.  You mention in the same paragraph the crunch in the

19     back, which I presume was a knuckle to your --

20 A.  Yes.  She'd get her knuckle like that and come at you

21     quite hard right into your spine.

22 Q.  You describe in the same paragraph her throwing the

23     blackening brush that was used for polishing the shoes.

24     Now was that -- you mentioned to me earlier that was on

25     Saturday.
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1     they would actually -- sometimes they would hold your

2     hand straight and make sure that it came -- the side of

3     the ruler, it would go right down on the hands.

4 Q.  So it wasn't the flat part of the ruler?

5 A.  No, it was always the side of the ruler, and you would

6     get -- sometimes you would get it on the knuckles.

7     Depending what mood they were in, they would slap you on

8     the hand -- on the palm, but if they were probably in a

9     worse mood, wanted more punishment, then you got it

10     right across the knuckles.

11 Q.  You said another thing they used to do was to pull you

12     by the ear lobe so that you would be on your tiptoes and

13     your feet were practically off the ground.

14 A.  Correct.

15 Q.  You also describe SR134 in particular used to dig in the

16     soft flesh under your arms with her fingers.

17 A.  Uh-huh.

18 Q.  You say the nuns would hit you on the head as well

19     either with their knuckles or these big set of keys they

20     carried around.

21 A.  Yes.  They would kind of go like that to you, you know.

22     (Gesturing.)

23 Q.  You are just demonstrating there that you are being

24     punched in the head with the knuckle.

25 A.  Well, a knuckle like, you know, would be -- sometimes be
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1 A.  Normally, yes, yes.

2 Q.  They would shave you hair --

3 A.  Yes, with the shavings things, yes, yes, yes.

4 Q.  -- into the shape of a bob or whatever --

5 A.  Yes, yes, yes, yes.

6 Q.  -- the normal hair style was, but on this occasion your

7     hair was shaved off.

8 A.  It was shaved off completely.  We were told to repeat

9     whilst the shaving was going on that, "I'm guilty of

10     greed and gluttony", and I had to keep repeating it and

11     repeating it and repeating it.

12 Q.  You were explaining to me -- take your time, HIA62.  You

13     were explaining to me this morning that -- you don't

14     mention it in your statement -- but one of the

15     outworkings of this was in the Nazareth House school you

16     --

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  -- took hold of a --

19 A.  Yes.

20 Q.  -- tea cosy.  Do you want to just explain what you did?

21 A.  Well, in a weird sort of way I didn't want to mention

22     anything, because I thought it was a vanity thing,

23     because when I went to school the next day, my head was

24     very, very cold, and I know that some of the teachers

25     used to go into a little room and have tea at
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1     11 o'clock.  So I knew there was a tea cosy on the

2     teapot and it was like Joseph's technicolour dream coat.

3     There was all colours round the tea cosy.  I thought,

4     you know, the handle and spout being for my ears because

5     my head was cold.  It sounds really weird, but I thought

6     I could just slip back into class and be invisible with

7     this thing on my head.  You know, looking back, it is

8     just preposterous, isn't it, but I did do that, yes.

9     I did put this tea cosy on my head, because I was cold.

10 Q.  You were reflecting that, you know, as an adult you,

11     looking back, can't understand why you ever thought that

12     would work out --

13 A.  Would work, yes.

14 Q.  -- but that's what you did.

15 A.  Yes.

16 Q.  You -- that's the various incidents that you recollect,

17     the specific incidents involving SR134.

18 A.  Uh-huh.

19 Q.  I just wanted to ask you -- you know, you were saying of

20     SR101 there was just that one particular incident and

21     you had no other -- obviously SR134 you spent a number

22     of years with before SR153 replaced her in around 1970.

23 A.  Yes.

24 Q.  So you were about 12 when that happened.

25 A.  Uh-huh.
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1     the pain.  We would be punished for looking at our

2     reflection in passing a glass window and be accused of

3     vanity."

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  You say in paragraph 25 that:

6         "It was SR116 who used bamboo canes on us.  They

7     were split from being used and were sellotaped together.

8     She also used the side of a wooden ruler to hit me on

9     the wrists, forearms and hands.  SR134 would use a large

10     metal spoon.  I and other girls were made to clench our

11     fists and she hit our knuckles with the spoon.  SR134

12     used to grip my forearm and forcibly hit me with my own

13     hands while saying, "There!  You can't say I hit you.

14     You are hitting yourself".

15         In paragraph -- just one thing.  There is

16     a statement of someone else who is in the police

17     material.  It is at SNB-61288 to 89.  I am going to use

18     the name, but again the name is not to be used outside.

19     This was a girl whose surname is   She made

20     a statement to the police and in that she recounted

21     a situation -- if we just look that, please, at 61289.

22     Did you know a girl called 

23 A.  I did know the   I wouldn't have, well, as we

24     would say, have played with them or anything.  I do

25     remember them vaguely.  When you are older -- obviously
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  Would it be fair to say that you sort of felt that you

3     and your sisters were scapegoats then to an extent?

4 A.  I think we were definitely singled out, and SR116 would

5     regularly say, you know, "There is no room in heaven for

6     the ".  I thought it was something to do with our

7     surname.  I actually growing up thought being a 

8     was why we wouldn't get into heaven and why we were

9     going to straight to hell, because we were a .

10     I suppose if that's told to you on a daily basis, that,

11     you know, "There's no room in heaven for a .

12     aren't going", you know, you definitely felt

13     singled out and you knew that you were treated

14     different.  You knew what happened behind a closed door.

15     You couldn't walk out of there and tell anybody.  It was

16     very hard, because the situation at Nazareth House was

17     you weren't allowed to be weak either.  If you cried,

18     you got something to cry for.  If you told somebody

19     something, you got punished even more.  So, you know, it

20     is something that you learned very young.  Just don't

21     cry.  Don't go out of there crying.

22 Q.  The congregation have said -- are you all right, HIA161?

23     If you do need to take a break at any time, please just

24     say.

25 A.  Okay.  No.  I am all right.
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