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I,  will say as follows: 

This statement is provided on behalf of the Department of Health, Social Services 
and Public Safety in response to the Rule 9 Request dated 24 March 2015 which 
requires the Department to address questions posed by the HIAI regarding 
complaints made in relation to Nazareth Lodge children’s home.    

Introduction  

1 The intention of this statement is to address issues raised by the HIAI in 
relation to complaints received by the Department during the period 1984 to 
1995.  The statement also provides to the HIAI, information that has recently 
come to light following further Departmental inquiry into the historical role of 
the former Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) and the former Department of 
Health and Social Services (DHSS) in relation to the inspection of children’s 
homes.  The Department believes that the latter will be of contextual 
significance to the HIAI in its consideration of the changing pattern of 
inspection within the period 1922-1995 with which it is concerned.   
 

2 With regard to the current Module under consideration, other than fleeting 
references to the closure of Nazareth House in 1984 in the Nazareth Lodge 
Departmental files1 and in its evidence to the Hughes Inquiry, visits to 
Nazareth House by a Social Work Advisor2, the Department has been unable 
to locate any further Departmental information related to the Nazareth House 
home. The home closed in 1984 and it seems most likely that any files held 
on this home would have been destroyed in accordance with the 
Department’s disposal of records schedules.    

3 References have however been found in the documentation received from 
the HIAI to inspections by the Ministry of Home Affairs children’s inspectors 
in 1953; 1964; 1965 and 19663, and in 19534, a visit by a party of ten 
‘Stormont’ officials, which included a Children’s Inspector.  A letter sent to 
Nazareth House following the visit, expressed appreciation of the 
work carried out so unselfishly by the Sisters and commented on the “happy, 
healthy appearance of the children”  
 

4 The Departmental files containing information and inspection reports on 
Nazareth Lodge home have been submitted to the HIAI. The documentation 
in these files broadly falls into the categories of monitoring and inspection 
functions and correspondence related to concerns about the welfare of 
specific children.      

                                                           
1 Annexes A and B   
2 SNB Reference to be located  
3 SNB: 10308 (1953); 10327 (1964); 10335 (1965); 10344 (1966)  

4 10309 (1953) ten visitors from Stormont came to visit the House. Mr Jackson, Miss McAleese, K 
Forrest and Miss Houston among them 
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