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1 A.  Well, that was part of the job.

2 Q.  Then you talk about working in the gardens outside.

3     Where were these gardens?

4 A.  Well, there was a garden in front of the building.  It

5     ran the full length of the building, which would be

6     I think about 100 yards long, maybe about 50 yards wide.

7     It was walled in.  There was a gate at one end and you

8     went in the gate.  You could work in the garden and you

9     could -- by working in the garden you could see the

10     Sisters going across.  At the end of the building the

11     refectory was there.  They were up the stairs and you

12     could see them going for their meals and that.  So, you

13     know, you were being watched while you were working.

14 Q.  And were you growing vegetables or anything like that in

15     the garden?

16 A.  Well, there was -- we grew all the different -- the

17     likes of cabbage, turnips and stuff like that, you know.

18 Q.  So this was a kitchen garden?

19 A.  A kitchen garden.

20 Q.  Yes.  We have heard some references to a farm.  Was

21     there anything like that that you remember?

22 A.  Yes, there was a farm.  There was a farm at -- as far as

23     I can mind the land run from where the pigs was right

24     down to the rugby ground, Craighill rugby ground.  Land

25     run right down there.
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1     say that:

2         "The routine in Nazareth Lodge was we got up about

3     7.00 am, got dressed and went down for breakfast, which

4     was toast or something.  On Fridays you'd get a boiled

5     egg and a little thing of butter.  The food was very

6     poor, but it was just after the war.  After breakfast we

7     went to school, which was on site."

8         I am going to look at some photographs later, but

9     just to be clear, the school was actually located within

10     the same building as the dormitories in which you were

11     living.  Isn't that right?

12 A.  That's what I remember.  There used to be another one

13     that was further down over the green, but that was

14     mainly used for showing films and stuff.  In my time

15     that was anyway.

16 Q.  You say school was very basic and you had to learn

17     Latin, because you were an altar boy.  You do remember

18     at some point they sent three or four of you to the

19      on the Falls Road, but the younger boys didn't

20     like it and started crying.  So they took you all back

21     out again.

22 A.  Yes.

23 Q.  You were an altar boy and you served mass and

24     benedictions.  You marched at the front of holy parades.

25     You were also in the choir until:
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1     established.

2 A.  That's correct, yes.

3 Q.  That same model was rolled out across the various

4     dormitories that there had been?

5 A.  Yes.  I remember it.  I mean, it was lovely to get

6     smaller rooms away from these here big dormitories, and

7     one of the big things was there was actually carpet.  We

8     got carpet.  The place got carpeted.  So long gone were

9     sort of the tile floors and the wooden floors.  We were

10     all -- it was lovely to have carpeted floors, and at the

11     same time the kitchens were getting refurbished, and

12     they were becoming more a small family unit.

13 Q.  I suppose the addition of carpets meant no more floor

14     polishing.

15 A.  There was no more floor polishing, but what I can say

16     about floor polishing, I loved it.  I loved working that

17     big buffer and sitting on it and mucking around with it.

18 Q.  By your time it was the machine version that you

19     could -- it was electric and moved across the floor, and

20     I think you describe in your statement you were able to

21     ride along on it.

22 A.  Absolutely.  What fantastic play equipment!

23 Q.  You also said to me that as part of this remodelling

24     sitting rooms were developed.

25 A.  That's correct, yes.
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1     they came up to their group and would have had them in

2     the -- what do you call it -- sitting room.  That would

3     have been it.

4 Q.  Would they have been in the sitting room with the child

5     or would they have taken them out?

6 A.  No, they would have taken the child into the sitting

7     room and then they would have had to go downstairs to go

8     out.  So they would have met maybe somebody downstairs

9     and spoke about the visit.

10 Q.  I was asking you what involvement the Mother Superior in

11     the house had with the children and you made the point

12     to me that during the time you were there there were

13     different Mother Superiors --

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  -- but you only really remember one who engaged with the

16     children.  Is that right?

17 A.  That's correct, yes.

18 Q.  That was SR172.

19 A.  It was SR172 and she also -- the floors used to be small

20     red tiles and the children would help to polish them,

21     but it was SR172 who organised to have tiled carpet

22     down, you know.  So she took away all that polishing

23     thing.

24 Q.  She started to refurbish the place?

25 A.  Yes.
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1 A.  That's right, yes.

2 Q.  When did you qualify?

3 A.  1964.

4 Q.  Before you were questing in Bishop Street had you been

5     working with children and babies?

6 A.  I had, yes.

7 Q.  Where was that, Sister?

8 A.  In Fahan, Donegal, the adoption centre, and in

9     Lancaster, which was the NNEB training centre, and in

10     Birkenhead.

11 Q.  Those were all --

12 A.  Under 5s, yes.

13 Q.  -- homes run by the congregation?

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  Now can I just ask in 1590, if we can just call that up,

16     please, you give a brief general statement about your

17     memories of Nazareth Lodge here.  I am going to ask you

18     some -- I am going to go through this as well, but I am

19     just going to ask you if you could describe when you

20     came in 1977 what the home was like, what the buildings

21     were like, how many groups there were and what you can

22     remember about your own group.

23 A.  We had five groups in the house.  I was on the top

24     floor, which had been recently renovated, and we had

25     converted a lot of the dormitories into single rooms,
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1     you were on there was two?

2 A.  The floor that I was on was just a couple of big

3     dormitories.  I can't remember whether it was two or

4     three.

5 Q.  Those dormitories were during your time transformed into

6     small bedroom units, weren't they?

7 A.  That's right.  Renovated, yes.

8 Q.  Can you recall when that happened, Sister, how long

9     after you came to the Lodge or ...?

10 A.  It was shortly after I came.  I think it could have been

11     the following Christmas, around Christmas time or over

12     Christmas.  It would have taken a while, maybe six

13     months.

14 Q.  Now when you took up your role in Nazareth Lodge, what

15     guidance, if any, were you given by the congregation

16     regarding the undertaking of child care duties?

17 A.  I hadn't any qualifications specifically in relation to

18     child care except what I had learned during my teacher

19     training.

20 Q.  Apart from yourself -- you were put in charge of what

21     had been SR153's group.  Is that right?

22 A.  That's right, yes.

23 Q.  Apart from yourself how many other people looked after

24     that group of children?

25 A.  There were three lay people helping.  I can't remember
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1     if they were all together, but there were three, roughly

2     three.

3 Q.  They weren't all full-time.  Is that correct?

4 A.  No.  One lady came in the morning and went home again

5     and came back in the evening when the children came home

6     from school, and one of them I think was full-time.

7 Q.  Now we have heard that there were two girls from South

8     Africa who came to the home at one point.  I think their

9     names were  and .

10 A.  That's right.

11 Q.  If I have got -- if I have got this correct, those were

12     two girls who were brought up by the Sisters of Nazareth

13     in the home in South Africa --

14 A.  That's correct.

15 Q.  -- and who, when they came to the end of their time in

16     care, basically came on something of an extended holiday

17     to visit you.  Is that right?

18 A.  Yes, sort of work experience before they went on to

19     further education, yes.

20 Q.  You think they stayed there for about nine months?

21 A.  That's right.

22 Q.  Apart from yourself and the lay staff that you've told

23     us about and then these two girls who came in for

24     a short period were there any other nuns who were

25     looking after your group of children?

NL 51 NL 50
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1     where you weren't closed in in Nazareth Lodge, if I can

2     put it that way.  You were getting out to other places.

3 A.  Oh, very much so, yes.  We did get out.

4 Q.  Now you do in paragraph 12, if we scroll down, talk

5     about two civilian staff who didn't treat you very well,

6     and you name them, and the Inquiry hasn't been able to

7     find them as yet.  Their names won't be reported beyond

8     the chamber in any event, but you explain how one of

9     them was just, if I can characterise this way, not

10     a terribly happy person and that then was reflected in

11     how they dealt with the children, but another one you

12     felt particularly picked on you and was heavily down on

13     you, distinguishing you from the other children.

14 A.  Yes, that's correct, yes.  One thing I will say about

15     them as lay staff is that they were all very young

16     girls.  They came from the country.  The majority of

17     them came from the countryside.  They were very young.

18     They were 16, maybe -- one of them I even know was 15 --

19     16, 17, 18, and the ratio of one member -- sorry -- the

20     ratio of one nun at the head of the group and two lay

21     members of staff looking after 20 -- up to 22, 23

22     children, you know.  It was a big, big ask.

23 Q.  As we were discussing earlier, the irony of the period

24     earlier to yours, when it might have been just one nun

25     and then -- looking after all of those children, and
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1     after you again.

2 A.  That's correct.

3 Q.  When she was away, SR118 was in charge and the abuse

4     would have happened again.  It was like that until after

5     you left Nazareth Lodge.  SR186 has since passed away

6     and you yourself have gone to visit her grave.

7 A.  Yes.  There was a gloom came over the whole place

8     whenever SR186 went away with ill health.

9 Q.  And the atmosphere changed in the home when she wasn't

10     there?

11 A.  Oh, very much so, yes.

12 Q.  We talked there -- if we look at paragraph 21, you talk

13     about your memories of the Lodge during the war years,

14     and you talk there about the bigger boys, but at

15     paragraph 22 you remember staying in the attic during

16     the war and looking out of the window and seeing the

17     docks area lit up with flames during the air raid.

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  "We were moved again from the attic down to the bottom

20     floor, where we had to sit on the floor with blankets

21     over us, because it was so cold.  Workmen ..."

22         I take it this was in case there was an actual

23     direct hit at the top of the building?

24 A.  Yes, that's right.

25 Q.  "Workmen built stone blast walls around the bottom of
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1 A.  Uh-huh.

2 Q.  -- and you ate together, everybody, in the refectory and

3     there were no delineated groups as such.

4 A.  At that particular time, yes.

5 Q.  But once SR118 left and SR34 arrived, then a more formal

6     group structure was created, and, as I said to you

7     earlier, we have established SR118 appears to leave

8     about 1954 and SR34 comes -- SR34 is "SR34" -- she comes

9     at that point in time.  You would have been about 9 -- 8

10     or 9 years of age, HIA183, whenever SR34 comes along.

11 A.  That's right.

12 Q.  At that stage the 150 or 160 boys are broken into groups

13     and you were in St. Joseph's group --

14 A.  That's correct, yes.

15 Q.  -- and headed up by SR34 and a lay worker, 

16 A.  That's correct, yes.

17 Q.  There were other groups given other names, and you

18     remember SR71 being in charge of a group, SR152.  I am

19     not sure if you remember --

20 A.  SR47.

21 Q.  SR47, and they each had a group that they were

22     responsible for.

23 A.  That's correct.

24 Q.  And that change meant that when you would have gone to

25     the refectory, for instance, you would have ate as

NL 5
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1     but that's your recollection about it, and if there's

2     any more we can do to iron that out, then we'll try and

3     do that.

4         You describe -- and I am not going to go into this

5     in any detail -- but the congregation point out that

6     during the period that you are there Nazareth Lodge is

7     being inspected as a reformatory -- an industrial school

8     -- my apologies -- not an reformatory school --

9     an industrial school, and the inspectors were

10     acknowledging that the place looked fine and the

11     children looked well and the place appeared to be being

12     run properly, and they make that point about the period

13     that we are looking at, but what you say is that despite

14     that particular incidents were going on involving

15     particular nuns that were not acceptable.  The nun that

16     you identify as being most cruel to you was SR118.

17 A.  SR118.

18 Q.  She for the record, Members of the Panel, is SR118.  You

19     described her to me earlier as a little lady.  Is that

20     right?

21 A.  Little lady, yes, small.

22 Q.  But you also characterised -- you saw the nuns who were

23     looking after you as very special people.

24 A.  Yes, not humans.  They were angels according to our

25     religion.  They were angels, not human beings.
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1 Q.  -- or your dorm.

2 A.  Uh-huh.

3 Q.  They used to use sweeping up brushes to hit you.  Just

4     take your time, HIA408.  Take your time.  There's no

5     problem.  You were explaining to me that you remember

6     one particular older boy who called your name, and when

7     you answered, you got hit for not being asleep.

8 A.  (Inaudible.)

9 Q.  On another occasion when he called your name and you

10     didn't answer, then you got hit for not answering.

11 A.  Uh-huh.

12 Q.  That's something that sticks in your mind of what the

13     older boy was doing.  Can you remember was this done in

14     front of the nun or was she not around when this was

15     happening?

16 A.  We weren't allowed to talk to the nuns.  We couldn't

17     tell them what was happening.

18 Q.  But was she in the --

19 A.  Any abuse you had, it was your own.  You couldn't

20     discuss it with the nuns, and if you could discuss it,

21     you wouldn't tell them anyway, because you felt so

22     ashamed.

23 Q.  And -- but when you were being hit by the older boy in

24     the dormitory, in the bedroom, the nun wasn't around?

25 A.  No, no, no.  SR118 would say, "Goodnight, Sister --
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1     Nazareth Lodge itself was -- you say it was warm enough.

2     Your bedding was scrupulously clean.  You remember there

3     were about fifty boys in the dormitory and the beds were

4     lined up in rows.  You say SR118 would check the

5     dormitory, and if the beds weren't perfectly in line,

6     you had to fix them.  The boys you shared with would

7     have been around your age, but it was the older boys

8     that you would have been concerned about.  So you have

9     a memory of the older boys still being in that dormitory

10     with you.

11 A.  Not particularly.  We always seemed to work together

12     getting the beds in line.  They had to be in line.

13 Q.  You talk about the polishing the floors, but you didn't

14     consider that -- you quite enjoyed that.

15 A.  Well, I took that in my stride, because I felt I was in

16     my own group of boys and was doing something.  The

17     only -- I always tried to make it in the middle of the

18     group that was on the floor so as I wouldn't have been

19     on the outside and somebody would take a kick.  I always

20     felt vulnerable on the outside.  I always wanted to be

21     on the inside every time.  I felt safer.

22 Q.  Now at paragraph 14, just going back to that

23     paragraph in your statement, you talk about this nun

24     SR118 and you say she was very much in charge in

25     Nazareth Lodge.
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1     I can't recall the amounts.

2 Q.  Just that is some of the general things you talked

3     about.  Also at 1587, paragraph 6, you talked a little

4     bit about the routine in the home.  Now this was

5     a statement in response to what someone has said about

6     you, but you did say in that paragraph 6 there that

7     children didn't go to church at 7.00 am, as some people

8     have said, because that was your breakfast time.

9 A.  Yes.

10 Q.  "Staff would come on duty at 7.30 in the morning, called

11     the children to get them washed or dressed, had their

12     breakfast and get ready for school.  Breakfast was at

13     8.00 am, with a choice of cereals, grilled bacon and

14     sausages."

15         Then you go on to talk about something else, which

16     we will come back to, but you say:

17         "Some children needed to be at the gate in time for

18     the school bus or taxi.  Some children remained at

19     school in Belfast."

20         When you say that, there was a school, St. Monica's,

21     adjacent to Nazareth Lodge --

22 A.  Right.

23 Q.  -- but if a child was at a school before they came into

24     the home, they stayed at the school they were at.  Is

25     that right, Sister?
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1 A.  That is true.

2 Q.  You -- just to be clear that the congregation, the

3     Sisters, the nuns would say that they were unaware that

4     such sexual abuse was taking place in their home, and

5     that they have been horrified and shocked and devastated

6     to learn that this was taking place.  Can I ask you

7     would you accept that they probably weren't aware that

8     this was happening?

9 A.  Yes.  They occurred while the nuns were dining or having

10     their evening meal, you know, and they weren't

11     responsible for that.  They wouldn't be -- they wouldn't

12     be assigned to the bathroom in the evening, you know.

13     So they had full control, you know.

14 Q.  And this -- so what the boys were doing to you was

15     without the knowledge of the sisters.  Is that what you

16     are saying?

17 A.  Yes.  It was in -- in the toilet department of the

18     bathroom.  They would take the victims like myself into

19     the toilet, toilets, you know, and perform these immoral

20     acts, you know.

21 Q.  In paragraph 10 of your statement -- I will come back to

22     paragraph 9 shortly -- you say that the older boys

23     bullied you.  You say that they played mind games.  You

24     talk about a time where one boy broke a statue of Our

25     Lady and told you if anyone asked, you had to say you
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1     night-time."

2 A.  Yes.  During -- during the bathing hour, the bathroom

3     occurrences.

4 Q.  I just wanted to ask you a little bit more about, that

5     what responsibilities the older boys had in respect of

6     you younger boys.  Can you remember what they had to do

7     in respect of you?

8 A.  They had to bring the boy into the bathrooms, you know,

9     and wash them, wash the boys, you know, and towels

10     provided, you know, to dry the boys when he came out,

11     and then you went to your bed, which was just down --

12     outside the bathroom down the hall.

13 Q.  Did any of the older boys sleep in your dormitory at

14     night?

15 A.  Repeat your question.

16 Q.  Did any -- sorry.  Perhaps my microphone is not adjusted

17     properly.  Can you hear me a little bit better now?

18 A.  Yes.

19 Q.  Did any of the older boys sleep in your dormitory at

20     night?  Do you remember?

21 A.  Yes.  They went to the senior -- senior floor up in the

22     higher dormitory above, the higher floors.

23 Q.  The nuns would say and have said to us that, in fact,

24     the boys would not have been left in charge during the

25     night-time, that it would have been the Sister who would
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1     have been looking after the boys at night-time.  Would

2     that be right?

3 A.  That is correct.

4 Q.  Now in paragraphs 7 and 8 of your statement, if we can

5     just scroll to that, you talk about the sexual abuse

6     that you suffered at the hands of these older boys who

7     were in charge.  You say they were about 14 or 15 years

8     old.

9         "At night when the boys were taking a bath, the

10     older boys were left in charge, as the nuns did not come

11     into the bathroom.  That is where the sexual abuse took

12     place.  I was regularly taken into the toilet cubicles

13     in the bathroom and made to perform impure acts on

14     them."

15         You were abused by a boy whose name you give there

16     in the statement and whom we have given the designation

17     "NL121".

18         "I would cry in bed every night because of the

19     abuse.  I was also abused in the dormitory at

20     night-time.  A different boy called NL119 abused me.  He

21     made me perform acts on him and he performed acts on

22     me."

23         So if I have got this right, what you are saying is

24     that this older boy came into the junior dormitory at

25     night-time.  Is that the position, HIA204?
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1     the sides of the room and a row in the middle.  There

2     was a cubicle in the corner where the nun who was in

3     charge of that dormitory slept."

4         Can I just ask about this, HIA307?  Did -- did you

5     ever see a nun at night-time?  Did you ever see a nun

6     come into the dormitory at night-time?

7 A.  I guess, yes, sometimes there'd be a child crying and

8     then they come out to find out what was going on, and

9     the nuns, they walked to and fro through the -- through

10     the bedroom, and to make sure children were asleep and

11     all that sort of thing.

12 Q.  Thank you.  In paragraph 5 -- and I'll come on to why

13     you were crying -- you say you cried yourself to sleep

14     so often:

15         "... in beds that were never warm enough, with

16     inadequate blankets, leaving me with freezing feet",

17          and you never had any sense of comfort or security.

18     I will come on to why you were crying.  When you were

19     crying, did any of the nuns come to you to see what was

20     wrong?

21 A.  No, not me personally, but I believe they did for some

22     of the children, maybe the smaller ones, but I'm not

23     sure about that.

24 Q.  At paragraph 11 of your statement you talk you about

25     bathtime in the home and you say that:
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1 A.  Never in a month of Sundays.

2 Q.  You go on to talk about the chores that you had to do

3     there, paragraph 8.  One of your main jobs was cleaning

4     a large terrazzo corridor.

5         "I had to sweep, scrub and polish it.  There were

6     two boys at one end and two at the other.  It would take

7     about two or three hours to clean and the nuns would

8     regularly come out and check on us.  I was 8 years old

9     and the work continued until I left when I was 12."

10         "The weekends", you say, "were the same except we

11     had no school.  We had to do more jobs around the home.

12     When we weren't cleaning, we passed the time in the

13     dining room."

14         Paragraph 10 you say that after dinner you usually

15     went to the playing fields and then to the chapel for

16     benediction before bed.

17         At paragraph 22 you describe the clothes that you

18     had to wear and you said that:

19         "We wore the same clothes day in, day out.  I wore

20     shorts until I was about 10 or 12 years old and I had

21     holes in my shoes."

22         Again the Order would say that they did the best

23     they could to provide for the children that they looked

24     after in their care both in terms of food and in the

25     clothing that they provided for them.  They are sorry
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  -- when you were taken into care, that you were going on

3     a holiday for a week to a big house like a castle --

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  -- and your house would be fixed by the time you got

6     back.

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  At the end of the week you were standing waiting for him

9     but he never came.  I know you told the Inquiry on the

10     last occasion about how you met him in later life --

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  -- and how -- the circumstances of that and what you

13     actually said to him and the comments that he made.

14     That was covered on the last occasion.

15         Now you were in Nazareth Lodge from January 1965

16     until August 1968, so between the ages --

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  --- of 8 and 11.

19         Paragraph 6 you say that the first thing you

20     remember the nuns did to you was to put you in a bath

21     and scrub you clean.  Your clothes were taken and you

22     were given new ones.

23         "Every child that was in Nazareth Lodge was placed

24     in a group and there were different groups and a nun and

25     a civilian member of staff were in charge of each
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1     I wouldn't even let a child make a bed, because he

2     wouldn't make it properly.  So that's just the way I was

3     and I could not do anything about it.  I just liked to

4     have to do everything myself.  I never asked the

5     children to do anything, never.  There wasn't much to do

6     anyway.  It was only a dormitory and a sitting room, you

7     know.  There wasn't that much work to be done.  It was

8     always in order and ...

9 Q.  I was asking about -- children have said that they were

10     made to polish the floors.  You have some memory of

11     that.

12 A.  Yes.  I'll tell you what that ...  That would be

13     a Saturday, you know.  You did a wee bit of extra on

14     a Saturday, but you did most of it yourself, but now the

15     children -- you weren't allowed -- the Sisters would be

16     out collecting on a Saturday.  Well, you had all these

17     children five storeys up.  We weren't allowed to let the

18     children out, out of your sight in case anything would

19     happen them.  So the way you did -- I was -- we would

20     have -- doing the work, but they take these wee

21     polishers and run up and down the dormitory, but it was

22     just to keep them occupied to keep them beside you,

23     because we had nobody else to mind them.  We had to do

24     that until we got the place finished, but there was no

25     work to it.  There was a bit of joy in it.  They call
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submitted that the material available in the inspection reports supports this view: where they 
found problems in how NL was being run the inspectors were not hesitant about doing 
something about it. 

 
86. By more contemporary standards it might be considered that these inspections were “light 

touch” in nature. Certainly, it was the case that children were observed at a distance rather 
than directly engaged, and assessments were made on the basis of what could be seen. 
However, it is submitted that these were inspections which aspired to do more than merely 
scratch the surface, and were successful in that objective, even if they did not reveal the 
abuses which the applicants complain was taking place during that period.  

 
87. Consideration of the report from September 1944 demonstrates that no significant aspect of 

Industrial School life at NL was left unscrutinised: incidences of illness was discussed; children 
were observed in class; their state of alertness was assessed; physical appearance, and 
adequacy of clothing and footwear was commented upon; the fact that children were 
consuming milk made available through the statutory scheme was noted; that children were 
weighed was confirmed; the punishment book was scrutinised and “nothing of note” 
discovered; the degree of freedom given to the children was commented upon and found to be 
acceptable; the fact that children were required to carry out chores (including work in the 
kitchen, laundry and dormitory) was identified and found to be appropriate;50 the laundry 
department and the ablutions area were inspected; medical provision was the subject of 
comment; the quality and quantity of the food was assessed and found to be satisfactory; 
statutory books were inspected and found to be in order. 

 
88. This report, and the many other annual inspection reports available to the Inquiry for the period 

from 1922 to 1950, provides an illustration of the lengths to which the Inspectorate went in 
order to ensure that the welfare of the children in NL was protected. If there were issues which 
required attention the Inspectors wrote this into their reports, the Ministry drew the attention of 
the home/school manager to the issues and steps were taken to see that those issues were 
addressed. 

 
89. The 1944 report contains two examples of such endeavour. Firstly, on a somewhat mundane 

level the Inspector noted a risk that children could fall through a banister on the stairs and 
therefore he advised the erection of a screen. Secondly, it was noted that the children had not 
received a complete medical examination, and it was directed that this should be done and 
repeated at regular intervals, with the results recorded in the clinical records.  

 
90. A consideration of the report for the previous year (1943) demonstrates that the quality of 

medical provision was an ongoing issue for Inspectors.51 At that time the main concern was the 

                                                 
50 It will be recalled that some of the applicants (eg. HIA-33, HIA 87 and HIA 89) have complained 
that they were made to carry out manual work by the Sisters. However, this did not attract the 
concern of the Inspectors, perhaps because it was accepted at that time that even young children 
should engage in chores in order to keep large institutions such as NL running smoothly and 
efficiently. In the 1946 inspection report the Inspector again observed that children were required to 
engage in domestic cleaning as well as work in the kitchen and laundry, and this also passed 
without adverse comment: see SNB-13697 
51 SNB-13722 
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1     a bully -- was she in charge of your group at all?

2 A.  I'm not sure.  She was up at our dormitories like, you

3     know, but I think she was in charge of all the groups

4     like, you know.  She helped -- sort of helped the nuns

5     out, you know.

6 Q.  Well, the congregation would say that they employed

7     staff in good faith and, you know, they are unhappy to

8     hear that they didn't behave as they ought.

9 A.  Yes.  Uh-huh.

10 Q.  You recall visits by the Welfare Authority.

11 A.  Yes.

12 Q.  You talk about this in paragraph 25, and we know from

13     the documents that we have seen that you certainly had

14     been put into the home by the Welfare Authority, but you

15     say that:

16         "They came to Nazareth Lodge and I was always at the

17     front of the queue to see them."

18 A.  Uh-huh.

19 Q.  "They would talk to us."

20         Can you remember what you talked to them about at

21     all?

22 A.  No, I can't remember.

23 Q.  You go on to --

24         "I don't recall any other inspections in the home",

25     you say.  "However, I remember on one occasion coming
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1     the sides of the room and a row in the middle.  There

2     was a cubicle in the corner where the nun who was in

3     charge of that dormitory slept."

4         Can I just ask about this, HIA307?  Did -- did you

5     ever see a nun at night-time?  Did you ever see a nun

6     come into the dormitory at night-time?

7 A.  I guess, yes, sometimes there'd be a child crying and

8     then they come out to find out what was going on, and

9     the nuns, they walked to and fro through the -- through

10     the bedroom, and to make sure children were asleep and

11     all that sort of thing.

12 Q.  Thank you.  In paragraph 5 -- and I'll come on to why

13     you were crying -- you say you cried yourself to sleep

14     so often:

15         "... in beds that were never warm enough, with

16     inadequate blankets, leaving me with freezing feet",

17          and you never had any sense of comfort or security.

18     I will come on to why you were crying.  When you were

19     crying, did any of the nuns come to you to see what was

20     wrong?

21 A.  No, not me personally, but I believe they did for some

22     of the children, maybe the smaller ones, but I'm not

23     sure about that.

24 Q.  At paragraph 11 of your statement you talk you about

25     bathtime in the home and you say that:
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1         "The bathroom in Nazareth Lodge was a massive room

2     with claw-foot baths.  The nuns were keen on cleanliness

3     and they poured Jeyes fluid into the bath of the water

4     (sic) which was used to wash many boys.  I recall the

5     stinging of the water with the Jeyes fluid on my body.

6     It stung like hell."

7         That's your recollection of bathtime at this period

8     in the home.

9 A.  Yes, yes.  That's correct.  I think -- I think the Jeyes

10     Fluid was supposed to remove any lice or -- I think that

11     was what it was for, but it was like a very strong

12     detergent, and I think they used the same detergent to

13     do the floors, to mop up the floors and clean the

14     different tiled areas in the orphanage.

15 Q.  Well, can I just move back to paragraph 4 of your

16     statement?  In this paragraph you describe how you:

17         "... endured countless acts of physical violence

18     and, equally as traumatic, witnessed daily assaults as

19     children were literally picked up by their ears and

20     thrown to the ground, belted and kicked around.  As

21     a very small boy the terror of their shouting and name

22     calling was terrifying",

23          and I take when you are talking about "their

24     shouting", you are talking about the nuns here, HIA307.

25     Is that correct?
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1         "When she came out, she made me lie down on the

2     floor and she beat me on the backside with a strap.

3     This went on for years."

4         This was a regular occurrence that you wet the bed,

5     HIA204.  Is that right?

6 A.  Yes.  I had this weakness and nearly I would say mostly

7     every night this -- I had this weakness I'd say, but

8     nothing was done to correct it, you know, but by taking

9     me out to the bathroom, taking me to the toilet later

10     would have helped I suppose, but nobody cared about

11     that.  Just you went to bed.  Everybody went to bed at

12     the same time.  You got up at the same time, you know.

13 Q.  Then if you had wet the bed, this is what happened?

14 A.  Yes.  That was the -- it was the punishment, yes.  You

15     were strapped and it was sore.  It was -- it brought

16     tears to your eyes, you know.

17 Q.  What -- can you remember what it was that was used to

18     strap you?

19 A.  It was like a belt, like a leather belt, a thick leather

20     belt.  It was mostly the belt was used.  Sometimes it

21     was a cane.

22 Q.  But mostly the belt?

23 A.  Mostly the belt, yes.  It was the punishment.

24 Q.  At paragraph 4 of your statement, HIA204, you talked

25     about your mother coming to visit you.  She had got
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swimming pool accident9.  The foregoing statutory inspections all record that Dr 

Macauley was the homes medical officer.  

 

10. In 1992 it is recorded that staff have access to , Dr Leo Mestell 

and the Childcare Centre.   has had a 3 session course on therapeutic 

intervention for children who have been sexually abused and that a 2 day 

workshop was planned for the future and  now acts as a consultant to 

the unit10.   

11. In her police interview  stated that one of the Sisters would 

deal with any injuries and would decide whether the child needed to go to 

hospital or could be treated in the home.  If children had to go to hospital they 

would be taken to either the Royal Victoria Hospital or the City Hospital11.  In 

her police interview in 2012 SR116 stated that Sister Francis Columba was in 

charge of the infirmary; that doctors would come every week and were all from 

the same practice.  When asked how it was decided who would see the doctor 

she stated “anybody who was under the weather or had a cold or if they had you 

know they were sick or anything like that, usually they kept very healthy and 

they went you know for colds or whatever”12.   

 

Extracts from the evidence  

 

9 SNB15345 
10 SNB15254 
11 SNB60700 
12 SNB61782 
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clothes were hand-me-downs8.  As social workers became involved they took 

children to buy clothes using their clothing allowance.   

 

5. HIA99 (NL 1937-1940) had no complaint about the clothes other than his pants 

being too tight for him9. HIA21 (NL 1957-1968) felt the clothes were of a 

reasonable standard10 and HIA422 (NL 1962-1968) described various pieces of 

clothing provided, corduroy shorts, trouser suit and old clothes given to the 

children to play in up the back fields11.   

 

6. HIA36 (NL 1960-1968) said: “We were sort of kind of a way privileged, you 

know, and we had sort of maybe more outings, we got more places, we were 

looked after kind of a bit better and dressed better.  I suppose my mother would 

have knitted a lot of stuff for me and you know you kind of a way you had your 

own clothes and all.  Q.  Because you were allowed to keep the clothing she sent 

in.  A. Well it wouldn’t have been the first time that somebody else would have 

been going out wearing my clothes and she wouldn’t have been coming in you 

know but that was just the way things were you know.  It was…Q. But the Sisters 

didn’t keep clothing from you?  A. No.  Q. You were able to keep…Q. Maybe 

other boys took your…That was…they would have just dressed anybody up in 

what was available like.  I mean that’s the way it was, you know”.   

 

7. HIA259 (NL 1972-1974) complained that they were always dressed the same 

which made her feel ridiculous and they never got to wear what they wanted and 

8 HIA24 Day 83 71:7-14 
9 Day 82 80:2 
10 Day 84 78:10 
11 Day 83 35:10-17 
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• 1932 Page 24 inmates are described as being well nourished;  

• 1932 Page 28 “the satisfactory sanitary conditions of the various schools 

and the dietary and care given to the children are larger responsible for 

the general good health enjoyed by almost all the inmates of the school”;  

• 1933 Page 19 comments that “attention was paid to the dietary of the 

children” and that it was found to be of satisfactory standard;  

 

4. Home Office Services report 1934-1938 found:-  

 

• 1934 Page 21 diet was ample and sufficient;  

• 1935 Page 27 diet was nourishing and sufficient;  

• 1937 Page 22 the inspection of Nazareth Lodge found dietary was 

satisfactory and nourishing and that “the institution is conducted in a 

most satisfactory and efficient manner”.  

 

5. Home Office Services reports 1939-1946:-  

 

• 1946 Page 27 on inspection of Nazareth Lodge Industrial School “the 

dietary appears to be very satisfactory and is varied and ample in 

quantity”4.  

 

6. Nazareth Lodge ceased to be certified as a training school under the Act in 1951.   

 

4 Extract provided  
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12. Inspection reports for the period 1984 to 1988 inclusive are not included in the 

Inquiry bundles.  The Inquiry is referred to a report of 21 December 1987 from 

Mrs Major of Childcare Branch to Ms Beagon enclosing the 1986/87 monitoring 

statement for Nazareth Lodge which “is on the whole satisfactory”17.  The 

monitoring statement recorded children are provided with a well balanced and 

varied diet and other support services such as laundry, transport, domestic and 

maintenance are of a high standard18.   

13. As in the Derry homes, and in virtually all the evidence heard by the Inquiry 

relating to the Sisters of Nazareth, the evidence on food is a mixed bag.  Some 

witnesses have no complaint to make about the food such as HIA36 (September 

1961-August 1968 NL) who told the Inquiry he had “genuine good times” and 

thought they were very well fed: “I have no complaints about their diet, not one 

bit, you know and it was always there.  We were always fed and always on time, 

you know, and you did get extras if you needed. If you wanted more, you know, 

it was no …there was no discriminating against food or anything.  There was 

nothing held back from you”.19  Other witnesses were critical of the food or 

aspects thereof such as comparing the semolina to frog spawn20 or that the food 

was basic, rather than poor, such as HIA56 (NL 1959-1968)21 and HIA197 who 

was in Nazareth House for 18 years from 1949 to 196722.  This witness was one 

of a number of witnesses who gave evidence of being made to eat food that they 

did not like “they were told that they weren’t allowed to move from the table 

until they finished the food in front of them and the girls would be retching 

17 SNB14039  
18 SNB14044  
19 Day 86 50: 8 
20 HIA110 Day 85 18:19  
21 Day 87 92: 22  
22 Day 95 18:19  
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that she later found out that the Sisters were getting food donations from places 

like Marks & Spencers which “they obviously kept to feed themselves”25 as 

Marks & Spencers did not open their first store in Northern Ireland until 

September 1967 and this applicant left Nazareth House in October 1967.  

 

16. HIA250 was in Nazareth House from 1955 to 1972 and was therefore there at 

the same time as HIA43.  However in contrast to the latter’s evidence HIA250 

said the food was ok although they did not have a choice but “after all, it wasn’t 

a hotel.  We ate what was put on the table, and if we didn’t eat it, we didn’t get 

anything else.  Once the dining rooms were provided, things were better and the 

food seemed to change”.  She remembered getting a lot of food from Marks & 

Spencers such as marzipan cakes, huge bags of crisps and meat such as pork 

pies.  When she was asked to comment on the evidence of other applicants that 

some girls complained they were force fed by some of the nuns, HIA250 

testified that she did not experience this nor did she see it in her time.   

 

17. HIA257 (1961-1976) was also in the home at the same time as HIA43 and 

HIA250.  Again, in contrast to HIA43, she had positive recollections of the 

food, describing being given bread and jam and having sauces, vinegar, salt and 

pepper on the tables.  She recalls the agreement with Marks & Spencers and 

getting chocolate éclairs, crisps and yogurts.  She said there was always plenty 

of fruit available to them and she recalls how the food would be cooked by both 

nuns and former residents of the home26.   

 

25 SNB 713  
26 Day 100 83:11 
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18. HIA368 said that the food she received in care was better than what she 

experienced outside care.  She told the Inquiry she hated vegetables and “you 

weren’t allowed to leave the table until we finished everything that was in front 

of us”.  This resonates with the “clean your plate club”.   

 

19. Evidence was open to the Inquiry relating to a Social Services investigation of 

an allegation that Nazareth Lodge used out of date food and meat not being of a 

very good standard and it is not proposed to repeat same.   
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prefer chips with everything”10.  The SSI finding is consistent with the 

monitoring statement for the period April 1989-March 1990 that children were 

provided with a well balanced and varied diet11.   

 

10. It was equally positive about the provision of food in the home recording that 

“the menus are drawn up in consultation with the children and staff to ensure 

that as far as possible likes and dislikes of residents are taken into account.  The 

menus recorded a good variety of food and suggest a well balanced diet, the 

meals served during the inspection were both appetising and well presented.  

The residents spoke very highly of the quality of food and there were bowls of 

fruit available in each dining room from which children could help 

themselves”12. 

 

11. In the 1993 SSI report the inspector noted there was a reliance on the main meal 

of the day being provided at school and that a number of children take lunches 

or use school self service canteens and this does not ensure that all children 

receive a main meal each day “these tend to be snack meals and there is heavy 

reliance on tinned vegetables, chips, sausages and bacon.  Greater variety in the 

tea menu is recommended, consideration should also be given to making this the 

main meal of the day”13.  Children were encouraged to visit local shops and to 

make purchases and one unit encouraged young children to accompany staff to 

the shop to select items for their school lunch and break14.  The 1994 SSI 

reported that menu books were fully maintained on the 3 units and showed that 

10 SNB14338  
11 SNB14194 
12 SNB14175 
13 SNB15317 
14 SNB15320 
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meals were “generally nutritious and well balanced, although burgers, pizzas, 

sausages and chips were in evidence.  The meals which the inspector shared 

were appetising and well presented. However, in the view of the inspector, more 

fresh vegetables and fruit could be provided. The food for the main meal is 

prepared in home’s central kitchen for serving at tea time, during term time.  

During holidays, the main meal was at lunch time….The main kitchen is staffed 

by helpful staff who are most anxious to offer a balanced, nutritious diet taking 

the likes and dislikes of children into account.  Accordingly, kitchen staff ask 

children for their likes and dislikes to be made known. However, the children 

are not involved in the preparation of the main meals. There could be more like 

a normal domestic environment if the children are able to be involved in 

preparation of the main meal in the units along with breakfast, lunch and 

supper.  It is therefore recommended that consideration be given to this.  The 

inspector also noted that there were several young people who did not eat the 

meals provided, preferring cream cakes and other foods”15.  In the following 

year the inspector observed that since last year, a change has been made and 

puddings are not provided during the week.  Yogurt, ice cream and fresh fruit 

are now available instead.  The recommendation from 1994 to involve the 

children in the preparation of meals “has not been found possible to implement” 

due to health and safety constraints16.  It is submitted the foregoing 

demonstrates the congregation’s continuing commitment to respond to 

recommendations arising out of statutory inspections.  

 

  

15 SNB13885-13886  
16 SNB13836-13837 
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1 A.  Uh-huh.

2 Q.  You were admitting to me many years now after it that

3     you stole a piece of the bacon.

4 A.  Just to taste it.

5 Q.  To break a piece off.

6 A.  We never had bacon.

7 Q.  You didn't have bacon as you were --

8 A.  No.  We had no eggs or nothing.  Our breakfast was

9     porridge with sour milk.

10 Q.  But that was only one occasion that you remember that

11     and that's the only occasion you saw bacon and eggs?

12 A.  Exactly.  Exactly, yes.

13 Q.  What you then describe -- and I know this is very

14     difficult for you, so I am going to summarise it for you

15     -- in paragraph 12 of your statement you describe how

16     an older boy sexually abused you.  He was someone who

17     worked in the , and he took you up there and

18     made you do something to him that the Panel are able to

19     read from your statement.  I just want to be clear with

20     you that that was the only occasion that you were made

21     to engage in that type of activity.  He just did that to

22     you once, where he made you touch him --

23 A.  Uh-huh.  Terrible.

24 Q.  -- and there was nothing beyond that, but that's been

25     a horrible memory that's stuck with you through your
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1     into your mouth and hit you around the face and made you

2     swallow it.  That made you vomit and she then made you

3     eat the vomit.

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  Now the Sisters of Nazareth have said that they employed

6     staff in the utmost good faith and they are devastated

7     to hear that that member of staff --

8 A.  Uh-huh.  Uh-huh.  Uh-huh.

9 Q.  -- would perform the type of cruel acts that you

10     describe in paragraph 10, but they don't accept that any

11     child was force fed while in their care.

12 A.  And I respect their view, but I wouldn't accept their

13     view.  I mean, there have been some memories I never

14     forgotten about.  Whether I remember her name or not,

15     because I compartmentalised it, matters little to me.

16     I remember vividly that occasion, and I had never really

17     at home when I lived with my family had vegetables.  We

18     would have actually been -- well, that's another story.

19     So I wouldn't have been greatly enamoured with turnip or

20     green cabbage and I am still not, and if I have

21     turnip at all, there hasn't to be any lumps in it.  So I

22     have a phobia about that, but on this occasion I said,

23     "I don't like -- I don't eat turnip" and I was told to

24     eat it, and I wasn't going to eat it, and that's when

25     I was pushed into -- had a spoon put in my mouth and
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1     I said, "I will be sick" and it continued and I was

2     sick, and she lifted a piece of what I threw back up and

3     put it back in my mouth and slapped me round the face.

4     I mean, I can't imagine what the congregation may feel

5     about that.  That is up to them, but I know how I felt

6     about it.

7 Q.  It's a memory that has lived with you, HIA225.

8 A.  Absolutely.

9 Q.  When we were talking about this earlier, HIA225, you

10     mentioned that the complaints that you have recorded in

11     your statement to the Inquiry are essentially those

12     experiences which have troubled you most --

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  -- through life --

15 A.  Yes.

16 Q.  -- but that there were other memories that you had --

17 A.  Yes.

18 Q.  -- of treatment that you received in the home --

19 A.  Yes.

20 Q.  -- that you have not actually recorded there but you do

21     recall.

22 A.  Again, I mean, sometimes when I have conversations such

23     as this, a memory comes back.  I only put in issues that

24     troubled me.  I mean, there were practices that some of

25     the sisters would have done, and I named a sister in my
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1     had to do much disciplining, but should you need to, you

2     put them to their room, or ask a child to go to their

3     room, or on the odd occasion I might give them a smack

4     or whatever, but apart from that, apart from that -- or

5     you'd deprive them of something, maybe not going out

6     to -- you know, going out.

7 Q.  When you say you might have given them a smack, how

8     might you have done that, Sister?

9 A.  Just on the hand.  Mostly on the hand.

10 Q.  With your own hand?

11 A.  Just with your hand, yes.  Uh-huh.  It wouldn't have

12     happened every day.  It wouldn't have happened even

13     every week, but it would have happened on occasion.

14 Q.  Can you even give us an example of what -- something

15     that might have provoked that kind of behaviour?

16 A.  Well, one of the children had a hamster and another

17     child flushed it down the toilet.  So I -- I did tell

18     him and I said, "Now I am going punish you for that" and

19     I slapped him.

20 Q.  Well, one other thing that we have heard a lot about in

21     the Inquiry is about children who wet the bed.  Do you

22     remember whether there was any policy about how to deal

23     with such children?

24 A.  We didn't make a big issue.  I can't remember the

25     policy, but I certainly didn't make a big issue of it.
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1 Q.  In paragraph 6 you talk about you yourself were selected

2     to sing in concerts.  You say you were an attractive

3     child and you described to me the curly hair that you

4     had.

5         "I would also have been selected to present boxes of

6     chocolates to visiting nuns."

7         You one time took the box of chocolates and shared

8     it amongst yourself and some other boys.  You remember

9     being beaten by one of the nuns with a strap for doing

10     that.

11 A.  Yes, I was punished by Sister in charge because they

12     wanted the chocolates for themselves, you know.  They

13     didn't want me to have it, but I broke the law I suppose

14     in sharing them with the other lads, you know.

15 Q.  Would you accept then that it was appropriate that you

16     were punished for doing this?

17 A.  I think it was overdone.

18 Q.  Overdone.  Just going back then, if I can, to

19     paragraph 9 -- sorry -- going on to paragraph 9, you

20     describe the fact that you had a bedwetting problem.

21     When you wet the bed, you were punished the next morning

22     by being taken to the bathroom by the older boys, where

23     they threw buckets of ice cold water over you.  You then

24     had to kneel outside SR118's room.  We know that's

25     SR118.
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1     there was a certain distance there, you know, because --

2     I mean, there was very limited time, you know.  You

3     wanted to play with your -- boys of your own age,

4     because you had your own little clans, you know, and you

5     played -- you went with.

6 Q.  HIA204, I asked you earlier about whether you have good

7     memories of your time in Nazareth Lodge and you did have

8     some fun there.  Isn't that true?

9 A.  Well, yes.  I used -- I was selected to -- to perform at

10     concerts.  There was a lot of concerts there, because

11     there were some visitors came, nuns from other convents,

12     from other parts, maybe from England, other parts of

13     Ireland, you know, and there was always a concert put on

14     for them or visiting priests or bishops or whoever

15     happened to be at Belfast at the time, and I was always

16     selected to -- I think I did every Irish dance.  There

17     was two hand reels, four hand reels, eight hand reels,

18     sixteen hand reels, and they used to dress me up in

19     a girl's attire, you know, and I would have to sing

20     solos or sing with another boy, you know, songs for part

21     of the concert.  They were great people for putting on

22     concerts for visitors.  There was always a lot of

23     visitors coming there to be with the other nuns, because

24     they were probably from the same order, Sisters of

25     Nazareth, you know.  There were Sisters of Nazareth and
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1 A.  Yes.  I went to a wedding when my sister's son got

2     married, and while we were in Belfast, I -- my

3     sister-in-law looked in the directory and there was

4     still the  name in the directory.  So I -- just by

5     chance we found the number and his wife answered the

6     phone and she remembered me.  She used to help out in

7     Nazareth Lodge with , and she remembered me and my

8     brother, and  was teaching in  at the

9     time.  She said, "Well, I will pass the information on

10     to him, give him your phone number and he will get back

11     to you".  So eventually  did phone me up again and

12     he asked me how I got on in life, and I spoke to him

13     about many of the boys that used to be in the home with

14     me, and he was still in contact with some of the boys,

15     and I thanked him for the help that he did for me all

16     the time while I was in Kircubbin and taking me to his

17     mother's house and making me feel like one of the family

18     really.

19 Q.  In addition to that you point out in paragraph 6,

20     HIA247, that you were taught Irish dancing.

21 A.  That's correct, yes.

22 Q.  And, in fact, one of the reasons why there was confusion

23     over 1958 or June '58 as the date for going in is you

24     and your wife have been able to trace a newspaper

25     picture of you and others winning the cup --

NL 65

NL 65

NL 65

NL 65
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  -- during 1958 for Irish dancing.

3 A.  That's correct, yes.

4 Q.  That's a positive recollection you have of your time.

5 A.  Yes, it was good.

6 Q.  To characterise it, HIA247, is it fair to say that it

7     was a strict regime and the physical punishment is a bad

8     memory you have, and how your brother was treated is

9     a very bad memory you have, but there were other

10     positive aspects of your time that you do recollect with

11     a fondness?

12 A.  There were the good times, yes, the dancing and the

13     Gaelic football.  They were the positive things,

14     counteracted the other side of it.

15 Q.  What I wanted to ask you then, HIA247, there is some

16     matters that have come out of the Welfare Authority

17     material that the Inquiry has been given.  If we can

18     bring, please, SNB-44823.  You touch on this a little in

19     your statement and then this material brings it out into

20     much greater detail, that -- we can see in that first

21     entry:

22         "I told ", who was a relation of yours who

23     lived in  Belfast, "that HIA247 was sitting his

24     technical exam and otherwise have to move to Kircubbin."

25         The discussion there is reflecting an attempt by her
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1         You do have a good memory of one thing about

2     Nazareth Lodge and what was your time in the choir.

3     Isn't that correct?

4 A.  Yes, I do, yes, yes.  That was a good time.

5 Q.  You say you had a good voice and the nuns encouraged

6     your talent.  You were always the lead in plays and you

7     remember reciting poetry in City Hall.  You say the

8     Sisters nurtured that ability, and you enjoyed that, and

9     singing in the group gave you a sense of belonging, and

10     it was one of the few good things about your time in the

11     Lodge.  You say you now know the Sisters had many

12     fundraising events and you and others like you were

13     being used, as you say, for their own ends, as simply

14     these concerts were being put on to raise funds for the

15     home.

16 A.  Yes, that's correct, yes.  It was a good time, you know.

17     We did a lot of practice and we made sure we did it

18     right, and I was -- I was what you'd probably call the

19     main actor.  I did all the main singing and I was the

20     main actor in most of the plays and -- because I had the

21     voice and must have had the ability, and the nuns

22     encouraged that, you know, and I quite -- you know,

23     I can't be harsh and say they were completely bad in

24     that respect.  They encouraged me to do the singing, and

25     we all enjoyed it, because we were all doing it together
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1 A.  That's the only time I remember, yes.

2 Q.  The barber came to the home on a regular basis.

3 A.  Aye, there was two barbers came to the home.

4 Q.  How often?

5 A.  Every time you need your hair cut like, you know,

6     whatever that be, a month or six weeks or something like

7     that there, you know.

8 Q.  You also talk there at paragraph 27 about being taken

9     out at Christmas, being taken to a factory -- this is at

10     page 215, please -- being taken to a factory.  You think

11     it was called Mackies.

12 A.  I think it was called Mackies or something like that.

13 Q.  You remember meeting Santa Claus and being given

14     presents to take back.  Can I ask you do you remember

15     getting presents from the nuns on Christmas Day?

16 A.  I can't remember that, no.

17 Q.  Or birthdays you say you would get --

18 A.  Now I remember --

19 Q.  Sorry.

20 A.  -- the last birthday I had there I had a wee bit of

21     a party, you know, down in the hall, the food hall, you

22     know, the dinner hall --

23 Q.  The dining hall.

24 A.  -- the dinner hall, but I think that's when I was 11 or

25     something, 10 or 11, but that was the only time
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 “Q. I just want you to go to the records, first of all in relation to the criticisms in 

the Swag report about the family atmosphere in the home….Could you read out 

some of the entries in or about that time?  

 A. 31 October 1975.  Today was Halloween and the children all had a party, 

and afterwards they had a big bonfire out in the big field.  

 Q. Yes?   

 A.   was 9 years old today and as there is a birthday on 

Sunday we combined the two parties together.  has his parents up and 

also his brother and sister, so it really was a family occasion for   Today 

was another wet day so the children could not go out.  Some of them played 

games or painted in the afternoon.  These were some of the games they got for 

Christmas”.   

 

 The foregoing is highly significant evidence bearing in mind the complaints by 

some residents that their birthdays were not acknowledged and that they were 

deprived of family contact.   

 

 AND –  

 “Q. You say that that was introduced about a year ago.  Certainly from the 

diary which you were good enough to produce for us it would appear that the 

home did observe the practice of seeking the permission of the child’s social 

worker before allowing a child out for a weekend or even for various holidays 

or whatever.  That seems to have been the practice.   

 A. Yes.  
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1     funding back then.  Nevertheless you felt it was rather

2     cruel, and you cite a particular year when you got a toy

3     milk float with churns, and it broke your heart having

4     to give that back.

5 A.  Indeed.

6 Q.  Now we have discussed this earlier.  You know that the

7     congregation have provided a response statement with

8     regard to what you have said about your time in care --

9     in their care in the home in Nazareth Lodge.  They say

10     that they don't accept that toys were removed from

11     children.

12 A.  Well, I mean, as far as I am concerned as a child,

13     I mean, Christmas time you recognise as a very important

14     period of the year, and obviously getting Christmas

15     presents, albeit very few, was the only one we ever got.

16     So on that basis I would refute that.  The presents were

17     given on Christmas Day and taken away the day after, and

18     that's for sure.

19 Q.  Can I just ask, HIA21, if you remember going to

20     Christmas parties outside the home?  Did you do that?

21 A.  Yes.  We were very blessed that the nuns provided

22     Christmas parties throughout Belfast by mainly large

23     businesses like Mackies and Kenzies Bakery, where we

24     would go with -- also the Nazareth House girls and

25     ourselves would go to these various parties.  So there
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1 Q.  Did you ever remember anybody else coming to inspect the

2     home, never mind the school, but coming to look at the

3     home to see what was going on in it?

4 A.  I don't recall any visitation from anybody or any

5     particular bodies that I would recall.  Obviously being

6     quite young and small, I wouldn't really comprehend who

7     was coming or going.  I might have seen in school

8     occasionally men in -- what I would call in suits, but

9     whether they were actually school inspectors or not I'd

10     only be speculating.

11 Q.  You talked when we were speaking earlier about the fact

12     that there was an annual open Sunday in the home.  Can

13     you tell us a little bit about that, HIA21?

14 A.  Yes.  It was an opening once a year on a Sunday --

15     I think it is usually before Easter or after Easter --

16     where Joe Public and particularly married families or

17     husband and wife would come, and there'd be dozens and

18     dozens of visitors coming just to visit the children,

19     give them sweets, talk to them, spend a few hours with

20     us.  That was an enjoyable day, because we knew that

21     people would come up and give us sweets more than

22     anything else.

23 Q.  You also -- do you remember the doctor visiting the home

24     or the dentist, or what were the arrangements with

25     regard to medical care?
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1 A.  Well, if you made a mistake in reading, or if your

2     arithmetic was no good, or any mistake, then you were

3     taken up in front of all the boys and beaten on your --

4     on your hand with a ruler, not with the flat of the

5     ruler; the edge of the ruler.

6 Q.  You make the point later in your Inquiry statement in

7     paragraph 26 -- you say the education wasn't -- you say

8     the education was very poor, and I was asking you

9     earlier what you mean by that.  You are saying you felt

10     there was much more concentration on being taught

11     religion and Latin --

12 A.  There was, yes.

13 Q.  -- than maths, English and geography.

14 A.  Uh-huh.

15 Q.  You made the point to me you didn't really understand

16     where England was in relation to Ireland.

17 A.  No, I didn't.  No, I didn't.

18 Q.  You make the point then in paragraph 10 of your

19     statement that your memory of the food that was in the

20     home isn't a positive memory, and, as I said to you

21     earlier, the Sisters have explained in their statement

22     that they did the best they could with food at the time.

23         I was asking you did you -- they have made the point

24     that the nuns ate the same food as the children.  Do you

25     remember were the meals taken -- were the nuns eating
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  -- during 1958 for Irish dancing.

3 A.  That's correct, yes.

4 Q.  That's a positive recollection you have of your time.

5 A.  Yes, it was good.

6 Q.  To characterise it, HIA247, is it fair to say that it

7     was a strict regime and the physical punishment is a bad

8     memory you have, and how your brother was treated is

9     a very bad memory you have, but there were other

10     positive aspects of your time that you do recollect with

11     a fondness?

12 A.  There were the good times, yes, the dancing and the

13     Gaelic football.  They were the positive things,

14     counteracted the other side of it.

15 Q.  What I wanted to ask you then, HIA247, there is some

16     matters that have come out of the Welfare Authority

17     material that the Inquiry has been given.  If we can

18     bring, please, SNB-44823.  You touch on this a little in

19     your statement and then this material brings it out into

20     much greater detail, that -- we can see in that first

21     entry:

22         "I told ", who was a relation of yours who

23     lived in  Belfast, "that HIA247 was sitting his

24     technical exam and otherwise have to move to Kircubbin."

25         The discussion there is reflecting an attempt by her
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1     to encourage  to let you live with her if you

2     get into I think it is Harding Street School.

3         If we just scroll down, please, to the entry of

4     22nd May, we can see further discussions about

5     passing the exams and getting into school.  Your

6     recollection is that you and your friend 

7      were put forward to do this particular exam.

8 A.  That's correct, yes.

9 Q.  I think you said to me earlier your expectations -- you

10     were expected to succeed.

11 A.  Yes, that's correct.

12 Q.  You went out of the home to another school to sit the

13     exam.

14 A.  That's correct.

15 Q.  You said to me you were training morning, noon and night

16     for it, but when it came to the exam, you turned over

17     the paper and you had been taught the wrong things.  The

18     things you had been taught weren't things that were on

19     the paper.  Is that --

20 A.  Well, I am not saying it was wrong, but what we were

21     taught at the home -- I mean, we studied for quite

22     a while every evening after school, and what we were

23     taught -- we were doing quite well.  When we went for

24     the exam, the paperwork what we got, some of it was the

25     same, but there was quite a bit of it that wasn't --
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1     40 -- in fact, it is over the page at 80015.  She says:

2         "I do not believe I would ever have insulted a child

3     because they had failed an exam such as the 11 Plus."

4         Then she goes on to discuss about taking a toy off

5     you after you had been to a television programme, which

6     I will come back to.  That was one of your good

7     memories, but I just wanted to ask you, HIA225, those

8     are -- that's the response that she has made, and

9     I wanted to ask you what you felt about her response.

10     Is there anything you want to say about that?

11 A.  I mean, NL4 can say whatever she wishes.  I suppose that

12     in most of the institutions I was in I was deemed to be

13     relatively intelligent and I felt that the preparation

14     I was given for the 11 Plus was woeful, but I didn't

15     really appreciate at that age just how important it was.

16     I have lived all my life with a chip on my shoulder.  If

17     I had had a normal education at a normal school -- my

18     sisters went to a school outside of the home.  We had

19     our own school.  So whilst I was feeling I was going

20     well, to be called "stupid" in front of everybody,

21     I have felt that all of my life and always felt insecure

22     when I discuss such matters or talk or when I am

23     contrasting matters.  I just find I can never forget

24     that.  I know I am not stupid.  I know I am relatively

25     successful, but that's still there and "stupid,
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1     with me this morning.  Whenever you were doing the

2     teacher training, corporal punishment was part of the

3     fabric of how children were managed in schools.

4 A.  Yes.

5 Q.  Were you taught how to deal with children in the

6     classroom in terms of corporal punishment and management

7     of difficulty during your teacher training?

8 A.  No, corporal punishment wasn't on the curriculum, if you

9     like, but there was plenty of work on classroom

10     management to try and ensure the children learned as

11     effectively as possible.

12 Q.  So was it discussed in terms of, "Well, don't be doing

13     it", or was it just something that was known that

14     happened, but not talked about?

15 A.  It was probably discouraged.

16 Q.  Whenever you took up your post in Nazareth Lodge, SR34

17     would have been the principal .  She had taken

18     that role on from 1960.  Did she tell you what the

19     Sisters of Nazareth position was about the physical

20     punishment of children?

21 A.  No.

22 Q.  Was there any discussion about, "We don't do corporal

23     punishment here" --

24 A.  No.

25 Q.  -- or that you should use corporal punishment?  Was it
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1         If I can refer to Ballyhornan, one of the --

2     Ballyhornan, it's in my -- it's in my heart.  I was just

3     there in the summer, as I said previously.  The holidays

4     that the nuns gave us down in Ballyhornan were just

5     a wonderful, wonderful experience, and I have told my

6     family that, when I die, I want my ashes to be spread on

7     the rocks in Ballyhornan.  I just want to put it in that

8     context.  That's what it means to me.  I love the place.

9 Q.  In paragraph 11 of your statement, DL40, you speak of

10     very fond memories you have of two particular civilian

11     staff, but by this stage there was more civilian workers

12     working in Nazareth Lodge, and you talk about both

13      and  as showing you a lot

14     of love and care.

15 A.  Yes.   lives in  and, as

16     I say, I visited her this August, and ,

17       Yes, she used to take me out to her farm

18     on several occasions, and I had a fantastic experience

19     with both of them people.

20 Q.  So what you're describing, if I can bring it together in

21     this way, DL40, there are many examples that you have

22     during your time in the Lodge when through going with

23     civilian staff and through arrangements that were made

24     for you to go with other families who were not working

25     on the staff and through the holidays in Ballyhornan
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1     yes.

2 Q.  Now can I ask whenever you did come to Nazareth Lodge,

3     were you given any guidance by the congregation

4     regarding the undertaking of child care duties?

5 A.  No.

6 Q.  What was the routine in the home like?  You do mention

7     this a little bit in one of the other statements.  I am

8     just going to go through the statement that's on the

9     screen in front of us, Sister.  You say:

10         "At times it was difficult but well worth the

11     effort.  In Nazareth Lodge the worries were when the

12     children were out and not on time."

13         We will come back to that in a moment.  You say:

14         "I was maybe too strict at times, mostly so after

15     a child had a bad accident on me."

16 A.  Yes.

17 Q.  That accident happened when you were on holiday.  Is

18     that correct?

19 A.  It did, yes.

20 Q.  Do you recall when that was, Sister?

21 A.  I can't.  It was probably the '80s.

22 Q.  As a result of -- do you want to tell us a little bit

23     about that, what happened?

24 A.  Two of the boys had gone to the shops to buy some

25     fishing bait, because we had planned to go fishing that
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1     night, and they decided to take a shortcut and climb the

2     rocks in Portrush, and one of them fell 70 feet and

3     received brain damage and was unconscious for six weeks.

4 Q.  As a result of that you felt that your reaction to that

5     --

6 A.  I felt that I became more restrictive on the children,

7     knowing where they were.

8 Q.  You say:

9         "The children seemed to be happy.  Sometimes if they

10     were due to go home for the week-end, the children would

11     request to stay, depending on what was on in the Lodge."

12         You were giving me an example of one girl who

13     actually locked herself in the toilet rather than go

14     home.

15 A.  Yes.  Uh-huh.

16 Q.  You say:

17         "The children were quick to play a joke on you.

18     They were relaxed and very chatty after school and when

19     they returned back after the week-end.

20         They enjoyed plenty of activities ...going swimming

21     a few evenings ... attended the local youth club,

22     Brownies, Scouts ...  They would go to the pictures and

23     have annual holidays."

24         Now one of the things we were talking about, Sister,

25     was a number of people have told us there were group
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1 A.  They were from   My mother and others were

2     living there and something went wrong in the marriage,

3     like.  You know what I mean?

4 Q.  You go on in paragraph 11 just to say you don't

5     understand why you were taken and your older brother who

6     was with you the same day --

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  -- wasn't.  He was about four years older.  Is that

9     right?

10 A.  About four years older.

11 Q.  None of your younger siblings apart from this one boy --

12 A.  

13 Q.  He was the only one who was put into care.  The others

14     stayed with your mother.  Is that right?

15 A.  Yes, that's the younger ones, but the elder brother,

16      and  they were in.

17 Q.  They were in --

18 A.  Nazareth House and Nazareth Lodge respectively, but

19      was never taken in.

20 Q.  You couldn't understand why.  As you said, it felt like

21     they were targeting you rather than him.

22 A.  That's it, yes.

23 Q.  Jumping through your statement, if we can go to

24     paragraph 21, you talk about your younger brother there,

25     and you talk about your mum coming to visit you --
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1 A.  Yes.

2 Q.  -- a few times when you were in Nazareth Lodge, but not

3     that often, because she was living outside Belfast and

4     travelling was difficult in those times.  For the visits

5     the nuns told you to be careful of what you said and you

6     knew what they meant by that.

7 A.  Yes.

8 Q.  That is not to be saying anything derogatory about them

9     or the home.

10 A.  Yes.

11 Q.  "During the visit we would just sit out in the field and

12     talk for about an hour.  Even though my brother was in

13     the nursery in Nazareth Lodge, he was never brought on

14     these visits with my mother.  I never saw him after he

15     was brought in.  When he was brought in, they took me

16     over to the nursery and said, 'This is your brother'",

17          but that was the last you ever saw of him during

18     your time in the Lodge.

19 A.  It was, yes.

20 Q.  So there was no contact between you and him --

21 A.  None at all.

22 Q.  -- at that time.

23         I am going to go back to paragraph 15 and 16 of your

24     statement, where you give a little bit of information

25     about what life was like generally in the home, and you
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30.  says that I abused him and this is not true. I deny that I ever struck  as 

alleged and I deny that I was rough.  

31.  mentions use of a ruler and I had no call to have this item in my time at 

Nazareth. I believe he is confusing me with someone at the school as I similarly 

would not have been asking him questions or getting him to read and write. I know 

that  mentions she had a ruler but I did not.  

32. People did donate toys at Christmas time but I have no memory of  stealing 

these and I repeat that I never struck  or any child. The toys were not always 

new and often some of the donations would have to be sent to the dump. All our 

children had plenty of toys and nearly all the children went out to families for 

Christmas and got toys from that also.  

33. I have been told that the Inquiry has heard from other boys that Christmas gifts given 

to them or donated would be taken off them again after Christmas and this is just not 

true. The children kept their gifts and their pocket money. 

34. I don't even remember what happened to this boy – most automatically went to 

Kircubbin in the August when they would turn 11. I have had no contact or seen 

 since his time in the Lodge. 

 

          - HIA 422 

 

35.  was not in my group. He was in  group Our Lady's and I 

would have had very little contact with him. 

36. This boy's statement makes only one reference to me and he says that I beat him for 

making  cry. First of all he seems to be confusing  with  as 

 was not deaf or dumb – he can hear and make sounds.  He also did not really 

cry and most of the other boys loved him. 

37. I deny that I beat this boy or any boy regularly or at all. I do not know why he would 

make this up about me. I have had no contact with him since that time. I don't recall 

his name coming up either time the Police interviewed me. 

38. I don't really remember this boy – I remember the name but can't put a face on him.  

 

             – HIA 104   
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1     just look at your statement at SNB-80080, paragraph 6,

2     again this is in relation to somebody who was

3     complaining about you, but you do recall from time to

4     time children would have been given toys as gifts when

5     they went to Christmas parties outside the home and it

6     is also true that toys would have been taken from the

7     children and not left in the dormitories.

8         "However, the toys would have been left in another

9     room and the children could have played with them at

10     certain times."

11         You say that you actually remember going home at

12     Christmas.

13 A.  Yes.

14 Q.  I was asking you a little bit about the toys apart from

15     the Christmas party toys.  You made the point to me that

16     children weren't allowed to have personal belongings in

17     the home, that there was nowhere for them to keep

18     personal belongings.  So things such as toys were for

19     all of the children.  Is that right?

20 A.  For the children in the group, that particular group.

21 Q.  And I was -- I was wondering if, for example, if a child

22     had been out with its parents and was given or out with

23     a family they were visiting and came back with, say,

24     a teddy bear, what would happen to it?

25 A.  It could have been put on its bed for a while, not for
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1     pardon -- deprive you of visits from a lady, whose name

2     is given here, whom you describe as your foster mother,

3     who had looked after you until you were 3.  Now I know

4     you didn't know this until later you were contacted by

5     someone who had also been fostered by that lady.  Isn't

6     that the position, HIA307, that --

7 A.  Yes.   was the boy.  He was older than me by

8     four years, and he -- he told the story when he came

9     home from school one day, I was gone, and 

10     told him that my mother had put me -- placed me into

11     an orphanage.

12         Now  came to visit me on numerous

13     occasions evidently, and on one particular occasion she

14     came and I wasn't very well.  I was suffering from what

15     was supposedly impetigo or something of that sort.

16      said that  had actually -- I don't know

17     whether she actually told the Reverend Mother off, but

18     she told one of the nuns off or the Reverend Mother, and

19     the Reverend -- she wasn't very happy about the way

20     I was being treated and I wasn't being looked after

21     properly.  Anyway the next time  came,

22     according to , she -- she was told that I had gone

23     to a good home and, "You needn't bother coming to see

24     him again, because he is not here now".

25 Q.  You -- while you obviously have heard this subsequently,
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1     this account of why she stopped coming, but you remember

2     her coming to visit you in the home and you remember

3     those visits as something positive in your life.

4 A.  Yes.  I can remember her vaguely, a lady in my life when

5     I was very, very young.  Now it could have been

6      or it could have been my mother, but I can

7     remember being nurtured and being looked after by that

8     particular person.  I may have been very young, but I do

9     remember that person.  So I think I remember the

10     kindness more than anything than the -- I couldn't tell

11     you what she looked like.  I can remember the eyes and

12     that's all I can remember, but those accounts are from

13     , and he stayed with  until he was 21

14     and got married.  So my life would have been completely

15     different had I stayed with .  I don't know.

16 Q.  But certainly you now believe that the nuns took from

17     you the one important emotional attachment you ever had

18     and you felt that they did that in order to protect

19     themselves from criticism.

20         The Order in response to that say that they have no

21     record of this lady visiting you in the home, but that

22     at paragraph 6 of their statement they say if the

23     relationship broke down due to any issue on the

24     congregation's part, then they offer you a profound

25     apology for that.
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Two matters may merit particular comment: 

7.   Our report commented on the fact that there was no record book for recording 
the events of importance connected with the home, as required under 
Regulation 5 (3) and Schedule 2 of the Children and Young Persons (Voluntary 
Homes) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1975.  Regulation 4 (2) requires the 
administering authority to make arrangements for monitoring visits to the home 
at least once in every month.  From an inspector's perspective, evidence of 
such visits would be found in the record of events of importance. Since there 
was no record we did not have the evidence but we were informed that Mother 
Regional visited 3 or 4 times a year.  Although we did comment on the lack of a 
record book for recording events of importance we should probably have made 
a stronger comment regarding what we perceived as the insufficient frequency 
of monitoring visits by Mother Regional.  I understand that the Committee of 
Inquiry was informed that Mother Regional visited Nazareth Lodge 15/20 times 
a year in a monitoring capacity.  I am sure we would not have recorded that 
Mother Regional's visits were only conducted 3 or 4 times a year unless we 
were so informed at the time.  We did not see any record to show that there 
had been any more frequent visits by Mother Regional .  We were informed she 
had appointed two "councillors" who met monthly to discuss the affairs of the 
home.  However, this may not have provided adequate independent monitoring 
coverage to satisfy the objects of Regulation 4 (2).  In any event the requisite 
record of events of importance, where such visits should have been recorded, 
did not exist.  We should probably have made a stronger recommendation 
emphasising the administering authority's statutory obligation.  

8.   Regarding the visits of volunteers to work with the children we saw the potential 
for certain benefits from this.    However, we did recommend, in our inspection 
report,  that management should always make appropriate background 
enquiries regarding the credentials of persons offering to do voluntary work 
before linking them with the children.  Although there may have been no 
statutory procedures dealing with the vetting of volunteers at the time I am now 
aware, from the Hughes Inquiry Report 1986 (paragraph 9.7 – HIA 909), that, 
by letter, dated July 1972, the Belfast Welfare Authority had asked the home to 
ensure that the Welfare Department was notified and couples or families 
approved before children in care were allowed out of the home, even for day 
visits.  The sister in charge of the home gave evidence to the Hughes Inquiry 
that procedures had been laid down by the Boards that no child could receive a 
visitor nor could a visitor take a child away from the home without the proper 
approval of the field social worker responsible for the child.  In light of this and 
its relevance to the position of volunteers within the home we should, perhaps, 
have made a more specific recommendation that clearance of volunteers 
should have been done by, or in close consultation with, the relevant HSS 
Board which had statutory responsibility for the children being visited. 
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and disgusting.  The same sentiments were expressed by HIA14715.  HIA147 

said that upon his return to Nazareth Lodge to visit in 1979 he told NL5 what 

had happened to him but she told him not to tell the nuns.  NL5 denied having 

any conversation with HIA147 about sexual abuse16. 

 

8. HIA56 (1959-1968) said that he pointed out NL116 and told SR47 that he had 

“done dirty things” to him but he did not know how she reacted17.  HIA19 (26 

February 1968-16 August 1968) stated that he reported an indecent assault to 

SR47 and that she brushed it off and did not believe him.  HIA19 believed that 

the boy who had abused him was aged around 16 or 17 at the time whereas he 

would have been 11 years of age.   

 

Nazareth House  

 

9. HIA161 told the Inquiry of being sexually abused when staying with a family 

during the summer.  The offender was a married father and was a well respected 

member of the community.  The Hughes Inquiry found that there was no 

evidence that children had complained about him or that children had presented 

as distressed.  The Hughes Inquiry also stated at para 9.7 (SNB 50346 – 50350) 

that prior to 1972 there was no statutory procedure relating to the public visiting 

children’s homes and taking children out socially and it was not until July 1972 

that , the then children’s officer in Belfast, wrote to Nazareth Lodge 

asking the home to ensure that the welfare department was notified and couples 

or families approved before children were allowed out of the home even for day 

15 Day 87 72:20 
16 SNB80041 
17 Day 87 121:23-127:2 
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1     would be five or six Christmas parties per year at

2     Christmas times, and very excitable.  The journey itself

3     just going out was very good.

4 Q.  You say that was the only time you saw the girls from

5     Nazareth House, when you went to these parties.

6 A.  Yes.  Uh-huh.

7 Q.  You also talk about going to the cinema on the Ormeau

8     Road maybe once or twice a year --

9 A.  Yes.

10 Q.  -- although through school time you also went swimming

11     in the Ormeau Baths.  That was extended to going for

12     walks along the Ravenhill Road and going into a little

13     sweet shop.

14 A.  Yes.

15 Q.  Did you get pocket money when you were in Nazareth Lodge

16     to spend in the sweet shop or what happened?

17 A.  No, I think the money was provided by the lay carer who

18     would take us out.  We would go to the local shop, sweet

19     shop, and buy sweets or she would buy sweets for us.  It

20     was an adventure itself just to get out for a walk and

21     see different areas of Belfast we never saw before.

22 Q.  You went to school in Nazareth Lodge.  So you not only

23     lived there, but you went to school on site.

24 A.  Yes, I did.  That's correct.

25 Q.  You say some of the boys would also go out to foster
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1     homes at weekends.  You say ironically in most cases the

2     boys couldn't wait to get back to the Lodge, because it

3     was home.  Did you yourself go out to a foster family?

4 A.  Yes.  I went out with my couple in ,

5     , the , for a number of years at

6     weekends, but to be honest, I couldn't wait to get back

7     to the home, because it was my home.

8 Q.  Can I just ask -- I am going to come on to a couple of

9     things, but I have already said that Nazareth Lodge

10     primary school was within the grounds of the Lodge there

11     at paragraph 14.  If we could just scroll down to it.

12     You say the school had four classrooms, four teachers

13     and you name some nuns there who were teachers in the

14     school.  Although we have given them designations SR34,

15     47, 156 and you also name lay teachers who taught in the

16     school there, but you -- I am just going to use the

17     names of the nuns and ask you if you remember any other

18     nuns.  There was SR34, SR47,  --

19 A.  Yes.

20 Q.  -- and the lay teacher was .

21 A.  Yes, that's right.

22 Q.  You say they were all good teachers.

23 A.  They were all good teachers in their own right.  

24     obviously --  was quite strict in the sense that

25     he would use a strap.  SR47 to me was a very, very

SR 156

NL 63

NL 63

NL 63
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1 Q.  And ultimately that for whatever reason -- and the

2     records available at the moment don't seem to disclose

3     it -- the aim didn't work out and you didn't go to that

4     Harding Street School and instead did go to Rubane.

5 A.  That's correct.

6 Q.  I was indicating to you that it appears that -- if we

7     look at 44828, which is the entry of July '59, it seems

8     that SR34, whatever her harshness towards you for

9     punishing you when you were running away, had a very

10     positive view of you.  We can see in the entry at

11     2nd July, the second paragraph:

12         "SR34 would very much like to see a fostering

13     arrangement made for HIA247.  She says he is

14     an exceptionally nice boy and very helpful and

15     cooperative and a good mixer."

16         Your recollection is the reason why a fostering

17     arrangement couldn't ever be achieved -- there was one

18     from a family, a well-to-do family in 

19     you recall, but it couldn't ultimately happen because

20     your mum and dad were still involved in trying to have

21     you ultimately go back to them.

22 A.  They had this family come.  They used to have families

23     come on week-end visits and all.  That family you just

24     mentioned, they wanted to take me out of the home and in

25     the foreseeable future to foster, and as far as I'm



SNB-523OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL

SR 34
SR 34

SR 34

SR 34



Day 84 HIA Inquiry 8 January 2015

www.merrillcorp.com/mls

Page 61

1 Q.  Another matter that you mention, HIA183, that I am just

2     going to cover in brief detail, in paragraph 9, if we

3     move down, paragraphs 9 and 10, you make the point about

4     the food not being great and being hungry, and you

5     remember going -- stealing bread from the kitchen and

6     pointing out that you were lucky you didn't get caught

7     --

8 A.  Yes, I am.

9 Q.  -- for having done that, but you describe in

10     paragraph 10 how the regime was very regimental, and how

11     religion played a large part in the life of a child in

12     Nazareth Lodge, and the chores like polishing the floor,

13     and some others described that as you got down on your

14     knees to scrub the floor.  Is that the type of polishing

15     you are talking about or how did you do it?

16 A.  I think I did it the odd -- it wasn't -- it wasn't

17     a regular occurrence with me.  I can't recollect, but

18     we did it the odd time now.  It wasn't we did it every

19     day, but we did it the odd time.  Probably -- I don't

20     know.  It might have been through punishment now.  My

21     mind -- memory would be very vague on that, but I do

22     remember sitting down and, you know, polishing the floor

23     on my hunkers, you know.

24 Q.  So the position is there were chores to be done and you

25     took your turn at doing them --
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1 A.  I personally think that would be irresponsible really,

2     because if you give a lump sum to a person -- I don't

3     know what that sum would come to.  It might be --

4     I honestly think it would be irresponsible, because most

5     of those boys, they wouldn't be able to hold on to that

6     money.  They would flaunt it, you know.  I think it

7     would be more sensible is to put it into a small pension

8     for them, because half of these boys, they are living --

9     they are struggling, you know, financially, you know,

10     because half of them are not -- they have no -- they

11     have no -- what do you call it -- they have no substance

12     in their life.  Do you know what I mean?  They are

13     trying to make ends meet, you know, and I think it would

14     be more sensible if they put it into a pension fund for

15     them, you know.  To give them a lump sum I think would

16     be irresponsible.

17 Q.  So your view is that they are likely to get more benefit

18     or individuals who have suffered are likely to get more

19     benefit from some form of ongoing pension type

20     arrangement than --

21 A.  Yes, I think that would be more sensible, because

22     I think it would be irresponsible.  If you give them

23     about -- I don't know.  I am not going to put a sum to

24     it, but they would have it spent in no length of time.

25     They wouldn't have the wit to put it by into a pension
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1     it came to Sunday, we were all dressed in the same

2     clothes, you know, the same kinds of trousers, the same

3     shirts, the same jumpers.

4 Q.  But there were a number of other groups in the home.

5 A.  All the groups could go in and wear their good clothes,

6     but they had a selection of clothes like any normal

7     person and could select their own clothes within reason

8     and put their own clothes on.  They could judge for

9     themselves what they wanted to wear.  They didn't have

10     to -- they weren't stuck into a regime.  We couldn't

11     even go and get our clothes.  She brought them down to

12     us.

13 Q.  That's just what I wanted to ask you.  Was it the case

14     that you did have other clothes, but you weren't allowed

15     to choose to wear them?

16 A.  Exactly.  I will give you an example.  My foster family,

17      bought me a lovely sports

18     jacket.  Now at the time -- it would have been quite

19     expensive at the time, and they bought me a lovely pair

20     of trousers to match.  When I went back to the home,

21     they took the clothes back, and I told them not to.

22     I said, "You would be better keeping them here", but

23     they said, "No.  Sure, what will happen?"  I says, "I'll

24     tell you what will happen.  They will not be there when

25     you come back".  Fair enough.  I never got to wear them
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1     the whole time they were there.  When the  came

2     back to take me back, the clothes were not there.  They

3     had done a vanishing act.  They asked NL5 where these

4     clothes went to.  She says, "Oh, I don't know.  Haven't

5     a clue where they went".  They demanded an explanation

6     where these -- where this property went to and she

7     couldn't give them one.

8 Q.  I see.

9 A.  The clothes had vanished.

10         An odd time as well -- one other Christmas they

11     actually brought me a secondhand bicycle and it was my

12     first bike ever.  I loved it.  They let me take it back

13     to the home, but I never got to ride it.  It sat in

14     a cupboard.  It was locked away.  The whole time it was

15     there I never got to ride it.  The same thing again.

16     When summer came round again, the next holiday came

17     round, take the bike with me.  They pulled the bike out.

18     There was the wheels all flat and the tyres all bald.

19     "What happened to the bike?  What did you do to the

20     bike?"  I said, "I never got to ride the bike.  I never

21     seen the bike", you know, and from then on nothing that

22     the  ever got me, they kept them in their own

23     home till I went back the following time, because things

24     -- she used to -- I think she either gave them to her

25     own family or kept them herself.
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