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HIA REF: 318

Withess Name: HIA 318

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT OF HIA 318

1, HIA 318 ll say as follows:-

Personal details

1. | was born on_ -ounty Tyrone. | am the

second oldest in the family. | have one older sister called and two
younger sisiers -~ and | discovered | had a younger brother called
EXCEENin 2002. For the first few years of my life | lived with my mother. My
mother was unmarried. In recent years my cousin told me that my mother was
my father's housekeeper and he was the father to all my siblings. He was a
married man. My grandfather supported my mother until he died. My sister
HIA 30328 already in Nazareth House in Belfast. When my grandfather died in
1952 | was put into Nazareth Lodge and my sisters were put into Nazareth
House. My mother worked in the Good Shepherd Laundry in Newry and then in
Dublin until she died in 1999 aged seventy two.

Nazareth Lodge, Belfast (11/05/1952 — 21/12/1 956)

2. | was admitted to Nazareth Lodge on 11" May 1952 when | was five years old. -

3. Istayed in a large dormitory which held about twenty to thirty boys. | wet the bed
but not as frequently as other boys. | recall waking up in the mornhing to the
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stench of the urine soaked sheets and steam in the dormitory. When | wet the

bed | had to carry the red plastic mattress cover with the urine into the bathroom,
Sometimes it spilled onto my pyjamas and the smell was awful. In the bathroom
the nuns hosed rﬁe down with freezing cold water. The nuns were cruel. You
wouldn't do that to a dog. | cannot recall any other punishments but | do know
that we wouldn’t have got away with anything. 7

4. | recall a lady used to come to the fence at the Lodge and pass fruit through the

rails to me. | think she may have been my -ho was my mother's
sister. She lived in Belfast. | recall this happening on a few occasions.

5. I had no idea that my sisters were in Nazareth House. | recall that there was a

nun called SR71 Nazareth Lodge. | do not recall any other nun's

names,

6. |left Nazareth Lodge on 21% December 1956 when | was ten years old. Thirteen
of us were being sent to Australia. We had no choice - we were just told we
wer-e going by the nuns. My Child Migration Form is signed by my mother -
-nd her address is given as the Good Shepherd Home in Newry. | do
not believe my mother voluntarily signed the form. My brother [NUEE}was kept
in reland and | don’t believe she would have wanted her children to be sent to
the other side of the world.

7. | didn’'t know it then but | was being sent out the frying pan and into the fire. |
sailed to Australia on 24" December 1956 on the SS Strathnaver. On the
journey we were accompanied by two civilian women. | cannot remember their
names. | recall being thrown out of our cabin by the stewards on the ship as
they brought their girlfriends in. We were allowed back in our cabins a few hours
later. | arrived in Fremantle on 22" January 1957. | discovered years later thét
my sisters were sent to Nazareth House, Camberwell in Melbourne in different
years.
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Castledare (22/01/1957 — 1958)

8. |was taken to Castledare Boy's Home upon arriving in Fremantle, | stayed there
until | was eleven years old. | do not recall specific details of abuse but | do
recall the terrible noise and confusion of hundreds of children running
everywhere and having to work very hard.

9. | remember how terrifying the Christian Brothers were. They were always
shbuting at us and they were strict and often violent. | was frequently smacked
across the head when we were lining up at assembly or caned in the classroom
by one of the Brothers. | always feared a flogging with the cane or strap. | have
had hearing problems for most of my life and | put this down to being frequently

* hit over the head as a child.

10. | recall feeling shame at being made to play female roles in musical plays and
being made to dress up in girl's clothes. They made me take the part of Little
Buttercup in HMS Pinafore. The Brothers used to fondle us especially when
getting dressed for rehearsal. | recall on one occasion we were driving to a
private show in a big black Vauxhall and a lot of the Brothers were drinking and
smoking cigars. | remember being very frightened and crying on stage but over
the years | have blocked this out. | recall a male called who was always
hanging around. | found out later that his name was AU 14 ho was a
Paedophile and he was friendly with the Christian Brothers, He worked as a
_at _- Perth. | know he took boys out from
the home alone but | do not remember him doing that to me however when |
think about dressing up and being in those plays | feel sick with shame and |
think that something very bad happened to me.

Bindoon (1958 — 1962)

11. | moved to Bindoon when | was eleven years old. [t was much worse than
Castiedare. There was a lot of violence and you were expected to do a lot of
dirty work in hot conditions. | did not get'a good education at Bindoon. | was
made to work at the age of twelve. We were used as slave labour. We buiit
many of the buildings and had to mix concrete in the hot sunshine. We were

boys made to do men's work.
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12. The Brothers made us box and would always put one of the smaller boys,
including myself, against one of the bigger boys. If the bigger boys took pity on
you and didn't know you down they would get a flogging. The Brothers looked
on and laughed as we were beaten to a pulp. | was just a punching bag for the
Brothers and some of the bigger boys.

13. | recall SIS R4 mashed me in the face with his fist when | was twelve
years old. It caused me to fall back onto a wood pile leaving me with a bloody

nose and a swollen face. | then got screamed at for crying. There was no
softness in the place. It was a concentration camp with injustice and brutality all
around.

14, BAU 6 as a great big angry man who bellowed at us and told us we
were no good. Children would wet themselves in fear of him and | was terrified

of him.

15. | recall only being in a classroom for a short time before they put me to work.
The teacher was nd he was a really nasty man, He would hit
children on the head with the blackboard duster by throwing it at them. School at
Bindoon was not a place where you could learn. It was somewhere you waited
to take cover before the next assault came down on you.

16. The food was terrible. Sometimes it contained insects. The meat we were given
was always the worst cuts and at times we would steal from the rubbish bins.

17. The priest for the home was called AU 18 d | was an altar

boy and the altar boys could not get away from him. He molested me in the
Church. He did this by pretending to fool around dropping sweets into your
pocket and when trying to fish them out he would feel your genitals. He rubbed
himself up against me especially when | was helping him change out of his
vestments. We were taught to obey priests so aithough | wanted to stop him,
most of the time | didn't and | felt ashamed and violated.
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Life after care

18.

19.

20.

21.

When | left Bindoon | worked as a painter, in various factories and before |
retired three years ago | was a car detailer. | have worked hard all my life but |
believe if | had a better education | would have achieved more. | was awarded
$45,000 under the WA Redress Scheme. Whilst it helped make life a bit easier it
will never erase the memories of what happened to me.

| have been married for thirty eight years and | have three sons. We have a
close relationship. My wife is very supportive and | have told her and my sons
what happened to me in care. When | was in Bindoon a family used to take me
out for holidays. They were very good to me as a child and as an adult. | call
them my mother and father. My foster father died three years ago, | still visit my
foster mother who is in a nursing home. She calls me her son. | have a good
relationship with their daughters. The family helped me a lot throughout my life.

My real name is -ut the Christian Brothers in Bindoon changed the
spelling of my name to-l was given no papers or documentation when
| left Bindoon. The wrong spelling of my surname meant | could not get a birth
certificate. My oldest sister struggled for years to track me down
because she was looking for me under the correct spelling of my name. The
Child Migrant Trust helped us find each other in the early 1990's - nearly forty
years after we had been deported to Australia. | met up with [EINEIE R and
We missed each other's children growing up and could really have helped

each other. | am close to [N and [ now but missed on having a
relationship for all those lost years.

In 2002 _ made a _documentary on Child
Migration and interviewed my sister and | as well as other child
migrants. My cousins in Belfast saw the programme and got in touch with the
Child Migrants Trust. In 2002 | visited Northern [reland for the first time and |
met my brother ENYIEE] and my cousins. | returned to Ireland in 2011 and |
visited my-ho was in a nursing home in Dublin. When she saw me
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she recognised me and squeezed my wrist and cried. She died three days later.

I will never forget that experience. 1looked for my mother’s grave but | could not
find it. | was told three different stories by the Good Shepherd nuns about where
she was buried in Dublin. To this day | haven't been able to find her grave.

22. 1 am quite a shy person and | avoid questions about my background. | feel |
have let my family down by being poorly educated and not being able to earn
more or work in higher status jobs. My wife has been very supportive over the
years but | can be hard to live with and | don't communicate very well. | still don't
like noise and | prefer to be on my own at times. | have trouble reIa'xing and
avoid going to bed. Instead | stay up until | am exhausted and | lie thinking
about the bad times from my past. If | wasn't sent from Ireland to Australia all
the terrible things that | have suffered would not have happened. | would have
been with my family. | try to get on with my life otherwise those that abused me
will have won.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

s HIA 3138

Dated l}"‘é “jD/A
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CLEM.3. .

- Ref ‘N,
(JI()HP \mmmzﬂmn Nn.‘:...

Commonwealth of Austraha
DLPAIUMFNT ()F [MMI(:RATION AUSIRAHA HOUSI: L()NDON

Y

' CH!LD MIGRATION
. 'SECTION A, G
7«: be mm,ulcw(! ln' V(J[muur ' Oreanisarion i cont parents or guardi:m :

.......................
tin dlovk upnzl-l

2 .FuIl ;mstal address » /Vaxaec“//' A qﬂ/ .g‘?/f{”r/

R _‘ . : e Telephone No. . 4’/356 L
i piccorn _N Lash,

! Neﬁnc

_6. Mother ‘Ad_dr@ss _ A/&d/‘?y [279 u»amf/:r,

N Nd[lOlhlI]E)’ ...... LRish i ; Qccupation ........... AT :
7 Neune S .4ge ) : Address ‘
Brothers ... e .
7, and
Sisters
; 8. Namc and dddrcss of gu'lrdmn (lf dppthbIe) //a/?t?ﬁ ..... Jio cﬂ.«:f’ ....... o

........... oMazaged.. ﬁay . ../.‘z%wéz/z,// /J....../.“fﬁ.(’ﬂ.f[......

9. Ndmes and addresses of uny relatives in Austmlm .

........................................... W et s et e e e ssteten e
10. Educatlonai Standard ... ? \5’ ...... j/[l{// ..... e s e,
{Altach whool teport} .

i, Intelhgence Quotiem to be stated ......... J’Jf’.-.............» .................... s .

1o thld is in institutional carc, slale nyme 9 m»lmmon wnd datc uf ch:ld luavmg pdrents

B 7 ,
cire ... gz L #,f. /\C.‘Cl.",u, QJL/.W4 - // “'r BT
e M ({/f.&sh t’l L x s J—V/ r/J:\.- ....... _...,....?..7.; .......... o -
¢ .
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To be complewed by Parens or Guardian (Father, if Aiving)

E, (Nsme in fulh

of tuddress) ... Goop..SHEP vaﬂ D. HOM|
| Faiher' |
the - Muther of . A e
| Cheardilin |

hereby consent 1o my child fwird procecding (o Austrglia under the Commonwealth Child
Migration Scheme and understand that the Minister of Immigration will becone his/her
tegal guardian upon arrival in Austinlis,

SHI b i

Pate ..I.Q(E.cjca.nua.u 1A% B Signatuge

* The witness 1o the parents or 2uardian’s consent must be one of the folluwing: -~

A Muyor. Magistride, Provost or Justice of the Peuce.

A Burrister. Advocate. Soliciior or Notary Public.

A Minisier of Relipion,

A Registered Medical Practitioner.

An Oﬂ}gcr on the active or half-pay or pension lisis of uny of Her Majesty’s Nuval, Military or Air
s,

A persun on the active or pension list of the prrmanent Civil Service of the Crown, wha is. ar was ut
the dute of retiemeal, i fevelpl of & sabary of nol fess than 4S8 3 yuar.

A Nuanager. Chicl Cashier, or Accountant of o Bk,

A Teacher ut u sehool recoznised by the Ministry of Education or the Scouish Education Departineat,
or ihe Ministiry of Education for Normbern dreland,

A Police Oflicer nat below the rank of Sergeunt.

SECTION C,
To be completed by Foluatary Orgunisation

In the event of the child numed in this appiication leaving Australia before the comple-
- tion of two years residence (unless he/she is repatriated for medical reusons within twelve

months of arrival) ........ Federcl Catholic Inmigrat ton Committee

rame ol sponsoring organisalioni agree o repay. before the child leaves Austratia, the Tuil
amount of the financial assistunce granted towards the cost of the child’s passage (0 Australia
a8 an assisted migrant,

On compietion, this Torm fin duplicate) shoukd be forwarded together with a certified
copy of the child’s birth certilicute and recent school reporl 1 -

The Chnsr: MiGraTION Of 1 1ceR,
AUSTRALIA Honisg,
STRAND,
Lonnm W.C.2,

B

B
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L.EM. 3. Ref. No. -

3.

4.

WIN““‘&

5.

10.
11.
12

13.

Group Nomination No. . N

Commonwealth of Flustralia
DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION, AUSTRALTA HOUSE, LONDON.

Child Migration.

SECTION A.
To be completed by Voluntary Organs iy

Name in full.__|
(o block iy
Full postal address.. .

Telephone Mo

4‘;"\"- . Nationality 1“"""‘

Date of Birth_.... Place of BirthHurmels
(Birth Certlficats (o he
Religion . __ . \ T S
s e T o 1 /

{Na.tionality RS T Oceunpation

Name C—
Mother{ Address
Nationality. .. Oceupation...... .. _ PN

Nome Age Address

Brothers _..._ .. .. NS

and S e -

.

Nume and address of guerdian (if apPhcab[e) /}? O’(/‘Lf qv\-fa-éfm e
.. aL_n—vL/?(__ng gy

Names and addresses of any relatives in Austrafia -

Educational Standard ﬂ 3. .=
(Ammml} 35.

Intelligence Quotient to be stated.

If child is in institutional care, state name of institution and date of child leaving parents’




AUS-10682

adiocese of Armagh. Parish of

E. LIBRO BAPTISMALL

I Aind that

o el - was Baptlsed on.. «:20“‘L day of

_— 194—46 by ... ;d., Fot it Mt

I certify this to be a true copy.

1/:4#-@-' d-&% e this [0 &. .day of _ Bt g

“tolic Church of Our Cadp of The Rosary

ORMEAU ROAD., BELFAST

1.
ERTIFICATE OF CONFIRMATION

H IA 3 18 ..... AGBD...?.’....... SON | DAUGIEER-OF _

~y 1] 3
WAS CONFIRMED ON - 2. 3( IR N THE YEAR lf?* ny AR W B g e
JAVING AS SPONSOR _ AND TAKING THE NAME -

1, the undersigned, certify that the foregolng has been faithfully copled from the Confirmation Register

)f the above Church, on this ...... Qﬁ ...... day of .... f Sk,






